St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	July 11, 2013
	Minutes

Mr. Gibbs: Next item on the agenda is PZHO-2013-10  requested by Walter Stevens, Jr. for special permission to operate “River Parishes Investigations” – private investigations at 213 Mockingbird Lane, St. Rose.  Zoning District R-1A. Council District. 5. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein: Thank you Mr. Chair.  Mr. Stevens completed his application to use his residence as the home office for River Parishes Investigations, LLC earlier in May.  The corporation was filed with the Secretary of State days earlier.    Mr. Stevens currently is a law enforcement officer. 

The request appears before the Planning and Zoning Commission because of the need for licensing by the Louisiana Board of Private Investigations.  

The request appears to meet the general requirements for home occupations ordinance. However, we did receive one letter of objection that you may have and may want to read into the record. The Department recommends approval.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Ms. Stein. This is a public hearing for PZHO-2013-10. Do we have anyone in the audience that would like to speak in favor or against?

I’m Walter Stevens, 213 Mockingbird Lane, St. Rose, La. As per the state, I’m required to have an occupational license to do paperwork at my house. 

Mr. Gibbs: Are you going to go to your clients? 

Mr. Stevens: Yes.

Mr. Gibbs: You won’t hold any meetings at your residence? 

Mr. Stevens: No.

Mr. Booth: One of your neighbors at 217 Mockingbird, Mrs. Frederick Smith is concerned about parking congestion and as you’ve stated, there will be no negative impact to the neighborhood. In fact, no one will know anything is going on because there will be no activity at your house.

Mr. Stevens: That’s correct. I’m required to have an occupational license for my business. 

Mr. Gibbs: It just appears that they were concerned about congestion and you’ve addressed that. You’re presently a law enforcement officer in St. Charles Parish?

Mr. Stevens: I’ve been in law enforcement for 20 years. 

Mr. Gibbs: This is a public hearing for PZHO-2013-10 is there anyone else in the audience that would like to speak for or against?

Mr. Booth: This is in my area. Other than the one problem that has already been addressed, no one else has approached me about this, I think it would be something that would help not only the applicant but his clientele so I recommend that we do this. 

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Booth. Any other questions or concerns? Cast your vote please.

YEAS:		Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Loupe
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Frangella, Pierre

Mr. Gibbs: That passes unanimously with Mr. Frangella and Ms. Pierre absent.  Mr. Stevens, this is going to go to the Council, same venue on August 5th. You’ll go through pretty much the same procedure.
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