St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	April 7, 2011
	Minutes
Mr. Booth:  Next item is PZHO-2011-07 requested by Peter Chambers for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Peter Piper” – a plumbing business.  The home occupation will be at 10 Horseshoe Lane, St. Rose.  Zoning District R-1A. Council District 5. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair. Mr. Chambers completed and application to operate Peter Piper at his home February 25.  The application appears before the Planning and Zoning Commission because the State Licensing Board for Contractors requires licensure if any contract exceeds $10,000.

Bar None Ranch Estates was developed in 1960.  This is a corner lot. Corner lots in the subdivision measure 110’ on Palomino by 60’ on the cross street, so they are not as deep as lots that we would generally see on a corner lot these days.  Most of the houses on the corner lots are oriented to the cross street; that is, the front doors face the cross streets and the side facing Palomino Drive is developed as a side yard.  The yard or building setback from Palomino Drive for most of the corner houses is only 10’.  While many houses have driveways both from the cross street or their street of frontage, the house behind or adjacent to the north of 10 Horseshoe Ln has only a driveway on Palomino.  For that reason, work vehicles associated with this home occupation should NOT be allowed to park on Palomino so that the neighboring property (11 Cactus Lane) has a safe line of sight from their existing driveway.

The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants for a subdivision.  Site inspections in March revealed a derelict vehicle on the property.  Code enforcement notified the property owner and the vehicle was promptly removed.  Complaints associated with this property are indicated as resolved in the Code Enforcement database.  The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations. Approval with the stipulation that work vehicles are not permitted to park in the driveway along Palomino Drive.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you Ms. Stein.  This is a public hearing for PZHO-2011-07 Mr. Peter Chambers for the application for a home occupation for Peter Piper plumbing business.  Is there anyone here to speak in favor of this application, please step forward. State your name and address for the record please.

Peter Chambers, 10 Horsehoe Lane. 

Mr. Booth:  What do you want to do here?

Mr. Chambers:  I’ve always been doing it for years, I’ve been a plumber for years. I just couldn’t get a raise where I was, nine years with the same company and my income is going down and I had to go out on my own and do some contracting.  I’m actually working for 4 different companies, most of them have their own equipment. Nothing is going to change at Horseshoe Lane.  No fax machines are going to be added, I’m dyslexic, a CPA takes care of all my paperwork. Nothing is going to change at Horseshoe Lane. My work truck parks in the front driveway, always has. I’m not going to block the neighbors.  I have a pickup that I park under my carport.  My work truck is a van that I use for my plumbing.

Mr. Booth:  What was the background on the violations that she mentioned?

Mr. Chambers:  My ex-wife moved out a year and a half ago.  I have roommates, so there are a couple of extra cars around. 

Mr. Booth:  There are other people living there with you now?

Mr. Chambers:  Yes, a couple of roommates.  I didn’t want to move into a cheap apartment, I really like it in St. Charles Parish.  
Mr. Booth:  Yes.

Mr. Chambers:  Ended up with a house a little larger than I could afford really. I just have a couple of roommates helping me out and it’s been like that.  

Mr. Booth:  Ok. Thank you Sir.  Anyone else here to speak in favor of this application? Please step forward.  Anyone opposed to this application, please step forward.  I have a correspondence from a Mr. Kevin Couchis, this letter read – He’s voicing his opposition in concern about the business permit at this location, 10 Horseshoe Lane. He said that he lived on Horseshoe Lane for years, he experienced over sized trucks and trailers at the residence. He said that he has observed a back hoe and bulldozer at times at the residence, making it hard to pass the street and he said that there is other equipment that has been there periodically. He is opposing this and said that he could not be here tonight. Anyone else here to speak on this issue, this matter?  Hearing none, the public hearing is closed.  Any questions or comments from anyone on the Commission. Hearing none, once again, we are voting by a show of hands because the electronic voting system is inoperative tonight.  All those in favor of this application, let’s have a show of hands.

YEAS:		Foster, Galliano, Gibbs, Pierre
NAYS:	Booth, Clulee
ABSENT:	None

Mr. Booth:  On the second of May you have to go to the Council and talk to them about this issue.

