St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	July 5, 2012
	Minutes
Mr. Gibbs: The next item on the agenda is PZR-2012-05 requested by Christine & Seth Matherne for a change in zoning classification of 12 acres of the front of the property from R-3 to OL at Lot BE of the Ciravolo Estate (584 Magnolia Ridge Road, Boutte). Council District 4.

Mr. Romano: The property owner submitted an application to rezone a portion of their 24 acre lot to OL (Open Land) so that their entire lot will be zoned OL. Approximately 20 acres of the site, situated to the rear of the lot is zoned R-3 (Multi-family residential). The portion of the property nearest to Magnolia Ridge Road is developed with a residential use while the remainder of the lot is vacant and/or in agricultural use. 
The Future Land Use Map contained in the St. Charles 2030 Comprehensive Land Use Plan has the site designated as both Low Density Residential and Moderate Density Residential.  The Comprehensive Land use plan states, “Rezoning requests … shall be reviewed for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and should not be approved if found to be contrary to the Comprehensive Plan, unless the Plan is amended.”  The Moderate Density Residential portion of the property generally follows the existing R-3 zoning boundary.  This zoning change would represent a range of land uses of lessor density and development potential however, it is consistent with the St. Charles 2030 Plan. The Future Land Use Map should be read together with the goals and policies of the plan.  The following goals in the Comprehensive Plan that support agricultural uses in the parish:
  
Goal ED 4:	Support development of high value local agricultural sector and related economic opportunities.	
Goal LU 2:  	Preserve productive farmland and promote economically viable and compatible agricultural uses in the Parish.
The land use designation should be changed to Low Density Residential on the Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) to be consistent with the remainder of the property. In order to receive a recommendation for approval, a rezoning request must meet all of the criteria of at least one of three evaluation tests. The Department concludes that this application meets the second test. The proposed zoning change will not have a negative impact on infrastructure or public facilities as it is a request to a less intensive zoning district.  By rezoning the entire parcel to Open Land, the property owner is ensuring compatibility with the surrounding character and existing land uses within the vicinity.  Most of the property on Magnolia Ridge Rd is developed with a mixture of large lot residential and some agricultural uses.  The anticipated agricultural use of the property and the additional property to be rezone to OL under this application is proportional to the use, population and public facilities of the neighborhood. The Department recommends Approval of the required FLUM amendment. Approval of the rezone request.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Romano. This is a public hearing for PZR-2012-05. Anyone in the audience to speak in favor?

I’m Seth Matherne at 584 Magnolia Ridge Road, this is my wife Christine. We’re requesting the zoning change.

Mr. Gibbs: Any questions? 

Mr. Clulee: Mr. Matherne, I see that Bill Nethery with the Corps in 2009 did a wetland determination. I’m for this, but I want to make you aware if this thing passes tonight, with this wetland determination on the back of the property I guess you would say, don’t take it out on these guys here, if something goes wrong with the Corp. I just want to make you aware.

Mr. Matherne: We understand. 

Mr. Clulee: Thank you.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you.  Anyone to speak against PZR-2012-05? Seeing none, cast your vote please.

YEAS:		Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Clulee, Perry
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Pierre, Galliano

Mr. Gibbs: That’s unanimous as well with Mr. Galliano and Ms. Pierre absent. 

Ms. Marousek: This will also be heard on the August 6th Council meeting.
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