St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
August 6, 2009


Minutes


PZHO-2009-11 requested by Walbert Rocha for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Omini Homes Contractors & Repairs” – a home improvement contractor at 201 Country Cottage Blvd, Montz, Zoning District R-1A.  Council District 6.

Mr. Romano:  Mr. Rocha completed an application to use 201 Country Cottage Boulevard as the domicile for Omini Homes, a residential renovation and contractor business, on June 10, 2009. 

The request appears before the Commission because of the need for licensing by State Licensing Board for Contractors:

· Residential renovations valued from $7,500 to $75,000 require Home Improvement    Registration.  

· Residential renovation or new construction valued over $75,000 require a Residential Contractors’ License

· Commercial renovations or new construction valued over $50,000 require a Commercial Contractors’ License. 

Site inspection revealed no code violations, and no complaints or code violations are on file.  The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants.  The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations.  Therefore the Department recommends approval. 

Mr. Booth:  Thank you sir.  This is a public hearing for PZHO-2009-11.  Anyone wishing to speak in favor for this please step forward.  State your name and address for the record.

Walbert Rocha, 201 Country Cottage Blvd., Montz.  My plans for my business at my home is for internet and paperwork.  No customers, no trailers, no material.  I have a mini storage, so I don’t have to use my house except for internet and telephone. 

Mr. Booth: And there will be no workers coming there to be paid?

Mr. Rocha:  No. Everything is at the job site.  It’s a pretty nice neighborhood, not for that kind of thing.  Thank you.

Mr. Booth:  Anyone else to speak in favor of this application, please step forward.  Anyone to oppose this application, please step forward.  Hearing none, the public hearing is closed for PZHO-2009-11.  Any Commission discussion?

Mr. Dufrene:  Mr. Rocha, since you are in my district.  The question that I have and what we’ve always tried to propose when we are granting permission for these permits is about the transparency that we expect in the neighborhood.  I’m going to hold you to that, that there is no obvious signs of any business being conducted in front of that home or anything like that.  So I respect you on that you make it hold true to that.

Mr. Rocha: For sure.

Mr. Dufrene:  Thank you sir.

Mr. Booth:  Anyone else?  Please cast your vote.

YEAS:

Wolfe, Dufrene, Booth, Gibbs, Clulee, Foster

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Becnel

Mr. Booth:  That passes unanimously with Mr. Becnel being absent this evening.

