
 

 

 

 
 

HURRICANES LAURA/ DELTA/ IDA & MAY 2021 SEVERE STORMS 
RESILIENT COMMUNITIES INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 

RECOVERY PROPOSAL 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 
 

1. Applicant 

Name: St. Charles Parish  

Chief Elected Official: Matthew Jewell, St. Charles Parish President   

Address: P.O. Box 302, Hahnville, LA 70057 (mailing) and 15045 River Road, Hahnville, LA 70057 

(physical)  

Telephone: (985)783-5000  Email: mlj@stcharlesgov.net 

Federal ID Number: 72-6001208  Sam.gov/Unique Entity ID: CE2LL5ZWWTK6 

2. Contact Person 

Name: Carla Chiasson 

Address: 15045 River Road, Hahnville, LA 70057 

Telephone: (985)783-5000  Email: cchiasson@stcharlesgov.net  

OVERVIEW OF RESILIENT COMMUNITIES INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM PROJECTS 

 

NAME OF PROJECT ESTIMATED PROJECT COST 

Priority Projects: 
 New Sarpy Pump Station Improvements: Phase 1-2 $7,622,798.00 

 New Sarpy Culvert Crossings: Phases 2-6, 7, 9 $4,444,462.00 

Subtotal: $12,067,260.00 

Alternate Projects: 
 Boutte Neighborhood Community Center at Linear Park $6,471,958.33 

Subtotal: $6,471,958.33 

Total All Projects: $18,539,218.33 
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RESILIENT COMMUNITIES INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 

 
A. Project Name and Address: 

 
New Sarpy Pump Station Improvements 
1075 E. Harding Street, New Sarpy, Louisiana, 70047 (29.984295, -90.380454) 

 
 

B. Description of the Proposed Project: 
 

The New Sarpy area in St. Charles Parish has repeatedly suffered flooding, which has inundated 
low-lying areas and has multiple pipeline crossings that limit the depth of the channels in the area.  
Flooding also causes deterioration in the area and high intensity storms such as Hurricane Ida have 
resulted in flooding problems that exceed the design capacity of the drainage system by 
overwhelming open roadside ditches, culverts, catch basins, and subsurface pipes carrying the 
stormwater runoff into the drainage system.  Flood prone areas were identified to be along 
Schexnaydre Lane and the subdivision on the north side of Vans Lane. These issues are primarily 
due to undersized pumps and restrictive culvert crossings along the CN Railroad. 
 
The existing New Sarpy Pump Station is constructed of a braced steel sheet pile wet well capped by 
a concrete equipment slab with overhead steel canopy. Topographic surveying indicates that the 
invert of the wet well is concrete. Topographic surveying also indicates that the invert of the intake 
channel between the mechanical bar screens and the wet well is concrete. The pump station consists 
of three (3) 36-inch diameter Lo-Lift Pumps with a total nominal capacity of 150 cfs. Two (2) of the 
pumps are driven by 150 horsepower (hp) electric motors. The third pump is driven by a 225 hp 
diesel engine. Three Duperon mechanical bar screens collect and remove debris at the head of the 
pump station intake channel. Pumps are operated by level sensors and a SCADA system that allows 
remote monitoring and operation. There is a 500-gallon storage fuel storage tank on the equipment 
slab adjacent to the diesel engine. This fuel tank supplies the diesel engine. There is a 500 kW 
generator located on the north side of the pump station. This generator provides emergency backup 
power to the electric pump motors, mechanical bar screens and SCADA system. 
 
The New Sarpy Pump Station watershed has experienced repetitive flooding due to stormwater 
runoff during significant and severe storm events, such as Hurricane Ida.  Based on the St. Charles 
Parish 2020 Master Drainage Plan (MDP), the pump station is not sufficient to remove the 
stormwater from the drainage system, as a result of a 25-year storm event. The recommendation 
from the MDP is to upgrade the pump station from 150 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 250 cfs, adding 
100 cfs of capacity to the existing pump station.   
 
The proposed improvements consist of the construction of a tandem pump station adjacent to and 
on the southerly side of the existing pump station. This tandem pump station includes two new 36-
inch pumps (one electric motor driven and one diesel engine driven) each with a capacity of 50 cfs. 
A new separate intake channel with two new mechanical bar screens are included. A new 500 gallon 
fuel storage tank is included to provide fuel to the new diesel engine, and a new additional 200 kW 
generator is included to provide emergency power backup to the new electric pump motor, 
mechanical bar screens and SCADA system. By constructing a separate tandem pump station, it is 
anticipated that the existing pump station can remain operational during construction. 
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C. Estimated Total Project Cost, Source, Status, and Use of Funds: 
 

PROJ ECT FUN DS AMOUNT SOURCE AN D STATUS USE 

CDBG  $7,622,798.00 CDBG-DR (Subrecipient 
Allocation – RCIP)

 

Local Funds    

Private Funds    

Other State Funds    

Federal Funds    

Other Funds    

TOTAL  $7,622,798.00   

 

 
D. Project Context: 

 
St. Charles Parish commissioned a study of the New Sarpy Drainage Area for the East Bank Master 
Drainage Plan which included analysis for 25-Year and 100-Year Design Storms. The analysis used 
models built in EPA SWMM and AutoDesk’s Storm and Sanitary Analysis.  Existing flood-prone areas 
were identified in areas along Schexnaydre Lane, upstream of the Schexnaydre Pump Station, areas 
along Vans Lane, and others. The results of the existing conditions simulation illustrate the 
inadequacy of the drainage system for the design events. 
 
The recommended improvements were grouped into three phases of multiple projects in sensible 
order of construction and downstream to upstream.  The phases and projects are identified in the 
below table: 
 
Phase # of Projects Project Description 

Phase 1 6 

1-1: Schexnaydre Pump Station Upgrade
1-2: New Sarpy Pump Station Upgrade 
1-3: 10-Acre Detention Pond & Canal #1 Addition 
1-4: Subsurface Pipe from New Sarpy East Canal to Schexnaydre 
Pump Station

Construction 6,629,750.00$      

Preliminary Investigation 75,000.00$           

Engineering Basic Fees 451,048.00$         

Permits 35,000.00$           

Resident Inspection 432,000.00$         

TOTAL 7,622,798.00$      

New Sarpy Pump Station Improvements Cost Estimate
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1-5: Troxclair Canal Downstream of CN RR 
1-6: East Terrace Street Crossing Cotton Canal 

Phase 2 10 

2-1: 1-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Schexnaydre Canal
2-2: 1-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR West of Schexnaydre Canal
2-3: Reshape and Clean the North and South side ditches along CN 
RR 
2-4: 2-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at New Sarpy Mid Canal
2-5: New Sarpy Mid Canal Culvert
2-6: 1-48" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Vans Lane 
2-7: 2-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Troxclair Canal 
2-8: 2-60" Pipe under CN RR at Cotton Canal 
2-9: 2-60" along Vans Canal Upstream of CN RR 
2-10: 2-60” Steel Pipe under CN RR East of West Easy St.

Phase 3 5 

3-1: Schexnaydre Lane Subsurface Upsizing 
3-2: Schexnaydre Ditch culverts
3-3: Regrading the ditch along Schexnaydre Lane 
3-4: Reshape and Clean Vans Canal Upstream of CN RR
3-5: Reshape and Clean Troxclair Canal Upstream of CN RR

 
The improvements to the New Sarpy Pump Station are within Phase 1 of the New Sarpy Drainage 
Area for the East Bank Master Drainage Plan and are necessary to improve the drainage system 
and stormwater management and support long-term resiliency.  Although the improvements to the 
pump station do not necessarily rely on other projects, it is a critical component for future projects 
within the comprehensive drainage system which will be tied into the pump station and play a 
significant role in reducing future flooding impacts within St. Charles Parish.  

 
 

E. Beneficiaries/Public Benefit/Target Area and Boundaries: 
 

The beneficiaries of this project are the citizens that live within the New Sarpy Pump Station 
Watershed community primarily within Block Groups 1 and 2 of Census Tract 624. The LMI 
population of Block Group 1 of Census Tract 624 is 63.77% and the LMI population of Block Group 
2 of Census Tract 624 is 47.58%.  Therefore, the project meets the CDBG-DR national objective of 
“Benefit to LMI Persons” and the Area Benefit Test with an aggregate LMI population of 51.35%.   
 
Additionally, this benefit area falls within a DOT-designated Disadvantaged Community area. 
 

 

OBJECTID GEOID Source geoname Stusab Countyname State County Tract Blckgrp Low Lowmod Lmmi

Lowmod

univ

Lowmod

_pct

83573 2.21E+11 2015ACS

Block Group 1, Census Tract 624, St. 

Charles Parish, Louisiana LA St. Charles Parish 22 89 62400 1 160 220 320 345 63.77%

83574 2.21E+11 2015ACS

Block Group 2, Census Tract 624, St. 

Charles Parish, Louisiana LA St. Charles Parish 22 89 62400 2 345 540 805 1135 47.58%

760 1480 51.35%
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F. Recovery Rationale: 

 
The New Sarpy Pump Station project addresses the negative impacts of excessive rainfall, flooding, 
storm surge and hurricane damage. The project fosters recovery and growth by hardening the  
community protective infrastructure.  With an improved and resilient drainage pumping system, 
citizens will be more likely to stay in the area and new citizens will be attracted to come to the area. 
 
There was a mandatory evacuation in place for Hurricane Ida.  When residents and businesses 
within the New Sarpy community returned, they felt the lasting impacts in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Ida including heavy wind damage, tree failures, main line gas leaks, downed power lines and poles, 
breaks to main water lines, and flooding.  Overall, the new station will better address impacts that 
were encountered from Hurricane Ida and will reduce risks of negative impacts from future events. 

 
 

G. Description of Acquisition(s) Involved (if any): 
 

None. 
 
 

H. Mitigation Plan: 
 

The improvements to the New Sarpy Pump Station will increase the resiliency and capacity of the 
drainage system within the New Sarpy area for future flood risks and sever storm impacts.  By 
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electing to construct a tandem pump station rather than the complete demolition and reconstruction 
of the existing pump station, the area will not only benefit from the increased capacity needed to 
minimize damage from future storm events, but it will also allow for the existing pump station to 
remain operational in the event a storm event occurs during the construction period.  Additionally, 
the new tandem pump station will be equipped with a new 500 gallon fuel storage tank which doubles 
the fuel capacity, as well as, a new additional 200 kW generator to provide emergency power backup. 
 

 
I. FEMA Public Assistance Eligibility: 

 
No. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A. Project Name and Address: 
 

New Sarpy Culvert Crossings 
Troxclair Canal Culvert (29.980964°, -90.3854°) 
Vans Lane Steel Culvert (29.976325°, -90.383064°) 
Vans Lane RCP Culvert (29.976328°, -90.383381°) 

 
 

B. Description of the Proposed Project: 
 
The New Sarpy area in St. Charles Parish has repeatedly suffered flooding, which has inundated 
low-lying areas and has multiple pipeline crossings that limit the depth of the channels in the area.  
Flooding also causes deterioration in the area and high intensity storms such as Hurricane Ida and 
the May 2021 Severe Storms have resulted in flooding problems that exceed the design capacity of 
the drainage system by overwhelming open roadside ditches, culverts, catch basins, and subsurface 
pipes carrying the stormwater runoff into the drainage system.  Flood prone areas were identified to 
be along Schexnaydre Lane and the subdivision on the north side of Vans Lane. These issues are 
primarily due to undersized pumps and restrictive culvert crossings along the CN Railroad. 
 
The proposed project will consist of increasing the capacity of three critical culvert crossing by 
replacing and/or adding additional pipes as indicated below: 

 
Troxclair Canal Culvert  
This project includes construction of two (2) 60” steel culvert crossings below the CN Railroad 
adjacent to the existing 36” CMP culvert at the Troxclair Canal. 
 
Vans Lane Steel Culvert  
This project includes construction of one (1) 48” x 70-ft steel culvert crossing below the CN 
Railroad at Vans Lane. 
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Vans Lane RCP Culvert 
This project includes construction of two (2) 60” RCP culverts below Vans Lane to replace the 
existing 24” RCP culvert at the Vans Lane Canal upstream of the CN railroad. 
 
These improvements will increase the capacity of the culverts and reduce levels of water in major 
canals in the New Sarpy area, as well as help decrease the flood risks on streets and in structures 
during storm events. 

 
C. Estimated Total Project Cost, Source, Status, and Use of Funds: 

 
PROJ ECT FUN DS AMOUNT SOURCE AN D STATUS USE 

CDBG-DR  $3,158,878.98 CDBG-DR (Subrecipient 
Allocation – RCIP)

 

Local Funds  $1,285,583.02   

Private Funds    

Other State Funds    

Federal Funds    

Other Funds    

TOTAL  $4,444,462.00   

 
 

D. Project Context: 
 

St. Charles Parish commissioned a study of the New Sarpy Drainage Area for the East Bank Master 
Drainage Plan which included analysis for 25-Year and 100-Year Design Storms. The analysis used 
models built in EPA SWMM and AutoDesk’s Storm and Sanitary Analysis.  Existing flood-prone areas 
were identified in areas along Schexnaydre Lane, upstream of the Schexnaydre Pump Station, areas 
along Vans Lane, and others. The results of the existing conditions simulation illustrate the 
inadequacy of the drainage system for the design events. 
 
The recommended improvements were grouped into three phases of multiple projects in sensible 
order of construction and downstream to upstream.  The phases and projects are identified in the 
below table: 
 
Phase # of Projects Project Description 

Phase 1 6 

1-1: Schexnaydre Pump Station Upgrade
1-2: New Sarpy Pump Station Upgrade
1-3: 10-Acre Detention Pond & Canal #1 Addition 
1-4: Subsurface Pipe from New Sarpy East Canal to Schexnaydre 
Pump Station
1-5: Troxclair Canal Downstream of CN RR 
1-6: East Terrace Street Crossing Cotton Canal 

Phase 2 10 
2-1: 1-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Schexnaydre Canal
2-2: 1-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR West of Schexnaydre Canal
2-3: Reshape and Clean the North and South side ditches along CN
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RR 
2-4: 2-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at New Sarpy Mid Canal
2-5: New Sarpy Mid Canal Culvert
2-6: 1-48" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Vans Lane 
2-7: 2-60" Steel Pipe under CN RR at Troxclair Canal 
2-8: 2-60" Pipe under CN RR at Cotton Canal 
2-9: 2-60" along Vans Canal Upstream of CN RR 
2-10: 2-60” Steel Pipe under CN RR East of West Easy St.

Phase 3 5 

3-1: Schexnaydre Lane Subsurface Upsizing 
3-2: Schexnaydre Ditch culverts
3-3: Regrading the ditch along Schexnaydre Lane 
3-4: Reshape and Clean Vans Canal Upstream of CN RR
3-5: Reshape and Clean Troxclair Canal Upstream of CN RR

 
The improvements to the New Sarpy Troxclair Canal and Vans Lane Culvert Crossings are within 
Phase 2 of the New Sarpy Drainage Area for the East Bank Master Drainage Plan and are necessary 
to improve the drainage system and stormwater management.  Although the improvements to the 
culvert crossings do not necessarily rely on other projects, it is a critical component for future projects 
within the comprehensive drainage system and play a significant role in reducing flooding impacts 
within St. Charles Parish. 

 
 

E. Beneficiaries/Public Benefit/Target Area: 
 

The beneficiaries of this project are the citizens that live within the New Sarpy community primarily 
within Block Groups 1 and 2 of Census Tract 624. The LMI population of Block Group 1 of Census 
Tract 624 is 63.77% and the LMI population of Block Group 2 of Census Tract 624 is 47.58%.  
Therefore, the project meets the CDBG-DR national objective of “Benefit to LMI Persons” and the 
Area Benefit Test with an aggregate LMI population of 51.35%.  Additionally, this benefit area falls 
within a DOT-designated Disadvantaged Community area. 
 
Flood prone areas primarily identified as beneficiary areas for this project is along Schexnaydre Lane 
and the subdivision on the north side of Vans Lane. 
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F. Recovery Rationale: 

 
The New Sarpy Culvert Crossings project addresses the negative impacts of excessive rainfall, 
flooding, storm surge and hurricane damage. The project fosters recovery by providing resilient and 
hardened flood reduction infrastructure within the community. With an improved and more resilient 
drainage system, citizens will be more likely to stay in the area and new citizens will be attracted to 
come to the area. 
 
There was a mandatory evacuation in place during Hurricane Ida.  After returning, residents and 
businesses within the New Sarpy community felt the lasting impacts in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Ida including heavy wind damage, tree failures, main line gas leaks, downed power lines and poles, 
breaks to main water lines, and flooding.  These improvements will increase the capacity of the 
culverts and reduce levels of water in major canals in the New Sarpy area, as well as allow for a 
more efficient flow of stormwater to the pump stations which will help decrease the flood risks on 
streets and in structures during storm events.   
 

 
G. Description of Acquisition(s) Involved (if any): 

 
Troxclair Canal Culvert  
Based on the assessor parcel boundaries, it appears that the Parish will likely need to acquire 
drainage servitudes from private landowners. 
 



10 

 

 

Vans Lane Steel Culvert  
Based on the assessor parcel boundaries, it appears that the Parish will likely need to acquire 
drainage servitudes from private landowners. 
 
Vans Lane RCP Culvert 
Based on the assessor parcel boundaries, it appears that the Parish will likely need to acquire a 
drainage servitude from the private landowner on the south side of the railroad. 
 

 
H. Mitigation Plan: 

 
The improvements to the New Sarpy Culvert Crossings will increase the resiliency and capacity of 
the drainage system within the New Sarpy area for future flood risks and sever storm impacts.  The 
increased drainage at the culvert crossings resulting from the additional efficiency of the stormwater 
pipes will allow for improved capacity into the pump stations and reduce levels of water in major 
canals in the New Sarpy area. 

 
 

I. FEMA Public Assistance Eligibility: 
 

N/A 
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ALTERNATE PROJECT: 

 

A. Project Name and Address: 
 

Boutte Neighborhood Community Center at Linear Park 
The Community Center and Linear Park will be located along the 1700 block of Paul Maillard Road with 
approximate coordinates of 29.910161°, -90.382089°. The exact siting of the Community Center will be 
based on detailed design. 

 
 

B. Description of the Proposed Project: 
 

The project site of the Boutte Neighborhood Community Center will be located at the Linear Park 
which is in a mixed-use corridor that includes multiple commercial business and was heavily 
damaged by Hurricane Ida and the May 2021 Severe Storms.  St. Charles Parish recognizes the 
impact made on the residents and businesses within this area and the importance of supporting the 
recovery and economic opportunities throughout the community. A few of the key components of the 
park will include neighborhood gardens, jogging and walking paths, recreational and resiliency water 
features, a playground, an airnasium, and a public neighborhood community center which will provide 
critical resources and services to the predominantly low-to-moderate income residents of the area.  
The neighborhood community center facility is estimated to be approximately 5,100 square feet and 
is anticipated to provide youth and adult programs and services to the Boutte community that are not 
currently available or accessible. 
 

 
C. Estimated Total Project Cost, Source, Status, and Use of Funds: 

 
PROJ ECT FUN DS AMOUNT SOURCE AN D STATUS USE 

CDBG-DR $3,702,321.00 CDBG-DR (Subrecipient 
Allocation – RCIP)

Subject to confirmation by OCD of an 
additional allocation. 

Local Funds $2,769,637.33  Subject to confirmation of OCD of an 
additional allocation. 

Private Funds    

Other State Funds    

Federal Funds    

Other Funds    

TOTAL $6,471,958.33   

 
D. Project Context: 

 
St. Charles Parish commissioned a study of the LA 52 corridor which resulted in the development of 
the Paul Maillard Road (LA 52) Corridor Revitalization Plan.  The revitalization plan divided the 
corridor into three study sections based upon land use and activities along the corridor.  The location 
of the proposed linear park and community center will be within Character Area C of the Revitalization 
Plan which includes the Chadbourne Housing Development.  Based on community meetings held, 
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the Revitalization Plan describes the Character Area C Community’s Big Ideas as: Career Training 
Center, Multi-family Housing, Community Garden, Farmer’s Market, Parks and Greenspace, 
Community Center, and a Business Incubator.  The project site identified also aligns with the 
Revitalization Plan’s Future Land Use Plan which designated the site as “recreation and open space”. 
 
The development of the linear park and community center within this space aligns with the goals, 
vision, and objectives captured in the Paul Maillard Road (LA 52) Corridor Revitalization Plan.  The 
current conceptual designs of the park include neighborhood gardens, jogging and walking paths, 
recreational water features, a playground, and an airnasium.  In addition to the park features, the 
inclusion of the neighborhood community center within the area will provide vital resources to the 
residents of the community more easily accessible to pedestrian traffic and public transport.   

 
 

E. Beneficiaries/Public Benefit/Target Area and Boundaries: 
 

The benefit area of the Linear Park and Boutte Neighborhood Community Center is identified in the 
map below.  Positioned along Paul Maillard Road, the linear park and community center will provide 
resources and services to the community primarily within Block Group 1 and 2 of Census Tract 628 
and Block Group 2 of Census Tract 629. The LMI population of Block Group 1 of Census Tract 628 
is 49.13%, the LMI population of Block Group 2 of Census Tract 628 is 62.66%, and the LMI 
population of Census Tract 629 is 48.33%.  Therefore, the project meets the CDBG-DR national 
objective of “Benefit to LMI Persons” and the Area Benefit Test with an aggregate LMI population of 
52.44%.   
 
Additionally, this benefit area falls within a DOT-designated Disadvantaged Community area.  
 

 
 

OBJECTID GEOID Source geoname Stusab

Countyna

me State County Tract Blckgrp Low Lowmod Lmmi

Lowmod

univ

Lowmod

_pct

83582 2.21E+11 2015ACS

Block Group 1, Census Tract 628, 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana LA St. Charles 22 89 62800 1 745 1130 1530 2300 49.13

83583 2.21E+11 2015ACS

Block Group 2, Census Tract 628, 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana LA St. Charles 22 89 62800 2 595 730 1030 1165 62.66

83586 2.21E+11 2015ACS

Block Group 2, Census Tract 629, 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana LA St. Charles 22 89 62900 2 315 505 625 1045 48.33

2365 4510 52.44
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Furthermore, the location of the neighborhood park and community center will allow for easier and 
safer access by the community, particularly for pedestrians and people without a mode of automotive 
transportation.  To reach the nearest community center to this area, residents would have to cross 
Interstate 310 which poses significant safety challenges and hazards. 
 
The Department of Community Services will provide an array of programs and services within the 
community center, such as career training opportunities, monthly lunch-n-learns, and health fairs. 
Activities and programs offered at the community center and linear park may include library outreach, 
work-out Wednesdays, bingo, Tot Tyme, and movie and craft sessions. 
 
In addition, the Department of Community Services will target 30-40 youth at risk who reside in the 
Paul Maillard corridor.  This includes youth from the Paul Fredrick area whose families were severely 
affected by Hurricane Ida.  The Department will provide a safe haven for youth in this community 
through an afterschool “drop-in” program that provides a nutritious snack, homework help and special 
holiday activities throughout the school year.   In addition, the department will provide a six-week 
summer enrichment program that will include informal educational activities to reinforce academic 
skills; provide access to the summer food program; scheduled field trips and daily structured 
recreational activities. 
 
 
F. Recovery Rationale: 
 
Currently, there is limited public green space to address the community’s recreational needs and to 



14 

 

 

provide vital community resources.  The park will provide a space for the local surrounding community 
and households to gather, hold events and festivals, and participate in outdoor activities while the 
community center will provide services and resources not currently accessible to residents. It is 
anticipated that the development would also have an economic revitalization impact in encouraging 
and facilitating new residential and commercial development as a catalytic investment.   
 
Additionally, the neighborhood community center will not only provide vital services and resources 
to area residents but can also be utilized as an emergency distribution center in the aftermath of 
disasters.  Basic commodities and necessary resources are critical in post-disaster periods when 
residents are faced with challenges and impacts from the storms and limited access to satisfy basic 
needs.  The Boutte community does not have these essential services available at this time nor were 
they available during Hurricane Ida.  The addition of the community center in this neighborhood 
allows for planning and preparing for disasters which plays a crucial role in reducing loss and 
increasing resiliency for the residents of the area. 
 
The eligible activity for the project is 105(a)2 -- The acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or 
installation (including design features and improvements with respect to such construction, 
reconstruction, or installation that promote energy efficiency) of public works, facilities (except for 
buildings for the general conduct of government), and site or other improvements. 

 
 

G. Description of Acquisition(s) Involved (if any): 
 

No acquisition will be involved as the land was donated to the Parish and the Community Center will be 
new construction. 

 
 

H. Mitigation Plan: 
 

The design of the Linear Park will consider numerous low impact design features (stormwater 
management facilities, native plants, etc.), flood water mitigation, and design best practices.  Water 
management techniques may be employed within or adjacent to the park in conjunction with the 
parish’s drainage master plans to integrate green area with open space and water retention to 
augment drainage.  The development of the park and neighborhood community center will tie into 
the existing Parish infrastructure systems for drainage, storm protection, and stormwater/wastewater 
management. 
 
The new Community Center facility will be constructed to promote long-term resilience and 
sustainability by integrating various hazard mitigation components and sustainable building practices 
into the project scope.  The design of the facility will incorporate elements to help withstand extreme 
weather events and impacts of climate change.  The project will minimize future property damage 
and adhere to CDBG-DR and program standards and requirements for building elevation to mitigate 
flood risk. In addition, the design of the building will meet or exceed the latest building codes and 
standards, as well as explore options for wind resistance and flood-proofing, which may include 
consideration of the feasibility of reinforced concrete, hurricane-resistant windows, and properly 
anchored roofs.  The project will explore the feasibility of incorporating sustainable, energy-efficient 
design principles, including proper insulation, energy-efficient HVAC systems, LED lighting, etc.  
Other green building standards will be considered for appropriateness and HUD compliance. 
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I. FEMA Public Assistance Eligibility: 
 
No. 

 

(Add Additional Alternate Projects As Needed)  

 

 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION: 

For purposes of this proposal, the following documents must be attached. Subsequent documents will 
be required according to HUD/CDBG-DR requirements for implementation, approval of project 
applications, and the drawdown of funds. 

A. A copy of the resolution authorizing the Recovery Proposal by the parish/municipal governing 
body. 

B. Copy of all required Citizen Participation documents. 
 

C. Narrative describing the efforts to solicit input and participation from persons of low and 
moderate income and disadvantaged communities in the public participation process. 

CERTIFICATION: 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, information in this Recovery Proposal is true and correct. As 
the applicant, we agree to comply with requirements of 24 CFR Part 58. 

I am aware that a proposed project activity may be removed from further consideration should it be 
determined that there are significant discrepancies in the information provided and/or false, inaccurate 
or incomplete information has been given. 

              Parish President 

Signature, Chief Elected Official Title 
 
     Matthew Jewell 

Typed Name Date 



 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Charles Parish 
 

Communications & Outreach Strategy for: 
 

 Hometown Revitalization Program 
 Resilience Communities Infrastructure Program 

                                       
In line with 

St. Charles Citizen Participation Plan for CDBG-DR1 
 

 
May 2023 

  DRAFT 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 St. Charles Citizen Participation for Disaster Recovery Community Development Block Grant, February 8, 2022. 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

On behalf of the State of Louisiana, the Office of Community Development‐Disaster Recovery Unit (OCD), serves 

as the Grantee and St. Charles Parish serves as a Subrecipient of CDBG‐DR funds through OCD.  St. Charles Parish 

has received a CDBG‐DR allocation from OCD in response to the 2020/2021 disaster allocation for the following 

two Programs: 

 Hometown Revitalization Program (HRP) 

 Resilient Communities Infrastructure Program (RCIP).   

In line with the Parish‐approved Citizen Participation Plan for disaster recovery Community Development Block 

Group  funds  (CDBG‐DR)  for  subrecipient  funded  programs  (and  proposed  projects),  the Communications  and 

Outreach Strategy  is  intended  to provide  for and encourage citizens  to participate  in  the development of  the 

Recovery Plan and/or propose projects under the 2 Programs listed above.  The citizen participation requirements 

are  designed  specially  to  encourage  participation  by  low‐  and  moderate‐income  persons,  particularly  those 

persons living in areas designated by the Parish as a revitalization area or in a slum and blighted area and in areas 

where  CDBG  funds  are  proposed  to  be  used,  and  by  residents  of  predominantly  low‐  and moderate‐income 

neighborhoods, as defined by the Parish. As a subrecipient, the Parish must take appropriate actions to encourage 

the participation of all its citizens, including minorities and non‐English speaking persons, as well as persons with 

disabilities, in line with 24 CFR 91.105(a)(4) requirements. 

The  federal  requirements  state  that  the  citizen  participation  plan  shall  describe  the  Parish’s  procedures  for 

assessing  its  language needs and  identify any need  for  translation of notices and other vital documents. At  a 

minimum, the citizen participation plan shall require that the Parish take reasonable steps to provide language 

assistance to ensure meaningful access to participation by non‐English‐speaking residents of the community. The 

strategy will provide details related to these steps for the two Recovery Proposals. 

Additionally,  the strategy  in  intended to detail how the Parish will aim to encourage the participation of  local 

municipalities  and  regional  institutions,  Continuums  of  Care,  and  other  organizations  (including  businesses, 

developers,  nonprofit  organizations,  philanthropic  organizations,  and  community‐based  and  faith‐based 

organizations, as appropriate) in the process of developing and implementing the Recovery Proposal for each of 

the two CDBG‐DR funded programs. 

 

1.1 Purpose  

This  Communications  and  Outreach  Strategy  is  intended  to  further  detail  the  plan  and  methods  used  as  it 

specifically relates to each of the Programs (HRP and RCIP) to encourage community participation for the proposed 

projects in the local jurisdiction for the Citizen Participation process.  The Citizen Participation Plan provides the 

core requirements to ensure compliance.  The Strategy directs the actions taken for meaningful engagement as 

well  as  the  documentation  and  recordkeeping  to  confirm  the  results  of  the  process  and  responses  to  input 

received. 
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1.2 Requirements 

HUD requires citizen participation prior to expending CDBG‐DR funds.  Before submission of the Recovery Proposal 

for each of the 2 CDBG‐DR Programs, the Parish as subrecipient must provide residents with reasonable notice 

and  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  proposed  Recovery  Proposal.    The  Parish  must  follow  its  adopted 

requirements for “reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment” for proposed projects in its current citizen 

participation plan.    
 

According to OCD requirements stated in the Policies and Procedures Manual2, the Parish is required at a minimum 

to conduct at least one (1) public meeting in the development of their Recovery Proposal. Public notice of the 

meeting must be 5 to 21 days prior to the date of the meeting. Parish requires a minimum of 5 days’ notice in the 

official journal of St. Charles Parish. It is important to note— efforts and methods used in soliciting participation 

of persons of low‐ and moderate income (LMI) and residents of a Disadvantaged Community as defined by the 

U.S. Department of  Transportation  in  the public  participation process  are  to be documented  in  the Recovery 

Proposal. This is in addition to other public participation documentation required and will be required as part of 

the Recovery Proposal submission. 

Additionally, a public comment period must remain open for a minimum of thirty days, with all submitted 
comments and responses from the parish recorded and published. 
 

Federal Executive Order 13166 requires subrecipients, contractors, subcontractors, and/or developers funded in 

whole or in part with CDBG‐DR financial assistance to ensure fair and meaningful access to programs and services 

for families and individuals with Limited English Proficiency (LEP). 

 

2.0 CONSULTATIONS 

Describe the consultation process including methods used and dates of consultation: 
As noted in the OCD Citizen Participation and Engagement Guidelines the Parish has undertaken consultation and 

engagement meetings with required “audiences to engage” to understand community needs and vulnerabilities 

including local leaders, elected officials, stakeholder organizations, and Parish citizens. 
 

2.1 Internal Parish Consultation  

 
Consultations  should  include:  Local  government  departments,  regional  institutions,  Continuums  of  Care,  and 

other organizations, including businesses, developers, nonprofit organizations, philanthropic organizations, and 

community‐based and faith‐based organization, as needed.  In addition to the St. Charles Parish local government 

departments, a priorities survey was sent to every Parish council member to provide to submit project ideas and 

feedback on Parish needs.   

 

2 Restore Louisiana | Other Recovery Programs (la.gov). Link for Program Policies and Procedures Manual. 
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Agency/Org Consulted 
Type of 

Agency/Org 
Method of 

Consultation 
Feedback  

Local Government 
Departments 

   

St. Charles Parish President  Local Government  Meeting  April  6, 
2023 

Discussion  of  unmet  needs  and 
potential projects 

St. Charles Parish Public 
Works Department 

Local Government  Meeting  April  6, 
2023 

Discussion  of  unmet  needs  and 
potential projects 

St. Charles Parish Engineer  Local Government  Meeting  April  6, 
2023 

Discussion  of  unmet  needs  and 
potential projects 

St. Charles Economic 
Development & Tourism 

Local Government  Meeting  April  6, 
2023 

Discussion  of  unmet  needs  and 
potential projects 

St. Charles Workforce 
Investment Act Office ‐ 
Business and Career 
Solutions Center 

Local Government  Meeting  April  6, 
2023 

Discussion  of  unmet  needs  and 
potential projects 

 

PARISH COUNCIL SURVEY 

In an effort to engage the Parish council, a survey (Exhibits 1 and 2) was sent on June 21, 2023 to every council 

member to provide feedback and submit potential recovery project ideas for consideration.  The council members 

for St. Charles Parish are: 

 Beth A. Billings: Councilwoman‐At‐Large, Division A 

 Holly Fonseca: Councilwoman‐At‐Large, Division B 

 La Sandra Darensbourg Gordon: Councilwoman, District I 

 Mary K. Clulee: Councilwoman, District II 

 Dick Gibbs: Councilman, District III 

 Nicky Dufrene: Councilman, District IV 

 Marilyn B. Bellock: Councilwoman, District V 

 Bob Fisher: Councilman, District VI 

 Julia Fisher‐Cormier: Councilwoman, District VII 

 

3.0 PUBLIC OUTREACH   

3.1 Hearings 

In line with the Parish Citizen Participation Plan, the Public Hearing/First Notice must take place a minimum 15 

calendar days prior to the deadline of submission.  The meeting will discuss the amount of funds available, the 

range of activities to be funded, intended beneficiaries and experience of the parish with prior funds.  The meeting 



Page 7 of 39 

 

 

will also allow for the submission of views and comments either in person or submitted through mail or electronic 

submission.  Details for submitting comments and timeline will be clearly stated. 

If the grantee is conducting a virtual hearing the hearing must allow questions in real time, with answers coming 

directly from the elected representatives to all “attendees.” Grantees who hold virtual hearings must update their 

citizen participation plans to describe their procedures for virtual hearings, including how it shall take appropriate 

steps to ensure effective communication as required by 24 CFR 8.6 and provide meaningful access for individuals 

with limited English proficiency. 

The Parish public meeting/hearing was held on September 20, 2023 at 5:30 PM (CST) in the St. Charles Parish 

Council Chambers located at 15045 Highway 18, Hahnville, Louisiana, 70057.  The meeting was well publicized 

as indicated in Section 3.2.  Additionally, the meeting was recorded and posted to the website for those who 

could not attend in person. 

 

3.2 Public Notices  

In line with the Parish Citizen Participation Plan, the Public Notice must take place a minimum 5 calendar days 

prior to the public meeting.  The Notice will appear in the St. Charles Herald Guide with details of the amount of 

federal  HUD  CDBG‐DR  funds  available  for  proposed  disaster  recovery  and  resiliency  programs;  the  range  of 

activities available that may be undertaken,  including the estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for 

activities  that will  benefit  persons  of  low  and moderate  income  and  in  Disadvantage  Communities;  and,  the 

proposed projects under the two programs for use of St. Charles Parish’s Disaster Recovery CDBG funds provided 

through the State of Louisiana Office of Community Development.  

A public meeting notice was published in the local St. Charles Herald Guide on September 7, 2023 (see Exhibits 

4  and  5)  –  14  days  in  advance  of  the  public  meeting.  Information  regarding  the  public  meeting  was  also 

published on the St. Charles Parish Government CDBG‐DR webpage (Exhibit 6).   

Additionally, per Exhibit 7, residents of St. Charles Parish prefer to receive communications from the Parish via 

social media.   Therefore,  the Parish made several social media postings on multiple social media platforms, 

including Facebook (Exhibit 8), Twitter (Exhibit 9), and Instagram (Exhibit 10) on the following dates: 

 Facebook – August 28, 2023 

 Facebook – September 15, 2023 

 Facebook – September 19, 2023 

 Twitter – August 28, 2023 

 Instagram – August 28, 2023 

 Instagram – September 15, 2023 

 Instagram – September 19, 2023 

The public meeting was held on September 20, 2023 at 5:30 PM (CST) in the St. Charles Parish Council Chambers 

located at 15045 Highway 18, Hahnville, Louisiana, 70057.   
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3.3 Public Comment 

Comments can be submitted through Public Meeting or received via the online public survey.  Providing surveys 

to give options  for  residents  to  respond  in a quick and efficient way.  The survey will be short and direct and 

include a deadline to submit the document.  Below are different options to get surveys out to the citizens and are 

also the best way to inform the citizens of the survey: 

 Public Meeting 

 Email 

 Parish Website 

 Social Media 

 Local Newspaper 

 

The timeline open for public comment must be a minimum of 30 days. 

The Parish developed and published a webpage on the St. Charles Parish Government website which provides 

information on the CDBG‐DR programs and funding (see Exhibit 6).   

The public meeting was open to received public comment.  In addition, citizens on St. Charles Parish were able 

to submit their comments and feedback via PUBLIC SURVEY (Exhibit 17).  The surveys were available in a paper 

or  online  format and were accessible  via  the  St.  Charles  Parish Government CDBG‐DR webpage,  Facebook, 

Instagram,  and  QR  Code  (Exhibit  16).    The  public  survey  allowed  residents  to  not  only  provide  feedback 

regarding specific priority areas, but also allowed residents to also provide full text comments and ideas.  The 

public survey and comment period remained open from August 28, 2023 to September 27, 2023 (30 days).  The 

survey results summary (Exhibit 18) and comment details (Exhibit 19) were received and reviewed by the Parish. 

 

3.4 Accessibility and Accommodations  

Parish will include telephone and video relay services to facilitate communication between people who are deaf, 

hard of hearing, or have speech impairments and people without hearing impairments. These services are 

provided free of charge under federal law and can be accessed by calling 711. 

 

Parish will provide for sign language interpreters, computer‐assisted real time transcription (CART), or assistive 

listening devices when requested by individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing and must provide all written 

materials in accessible formats for persons who are blind or have low vision at public hearings. 

No special accommodations were requested for the public meeting.   

4.0   SUMMARY OF OUTREACH AND RESPONSES FOR RECOVERY PROPOSAL 

Summarize feedback received and results of upfront consultation with these entities: 

GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ‐ APRIL 6, 2023 

St.  Charles  Parish  and  their  grant  management  consultant,  CSRS,  gathered  on  April  6,  2023  to  discuss  the 

programs’ objectives and the alignment with the Parish’s unmet needs, particularly in Low‐to‐Moderate Income 
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(LMI)  areas.    This  initial  meeting  included  representatives  from  several  key  departments  within  the  Parish, 

including:  

 St. Charles Parish President 

 St. Charles Parish Grants 

 St. Charles Parish Public Works Department 

 St. Charles Parish Engineer 

 St. Charles Economic Development & Tourism 

 St. Charles Workforce Investment Act Office ‐ Business and Career Solutions Center 

During this meeting, the Parish’s unmet needs resulting from Hurricane Ida and the May 2021 Severe Storms were 

discussed  at  length  with  potential  project  ideas  being  introduced.    The  Parish’s  priorities  were  focused  on 

identifying innovative, long‐terms solutions to strengthen critical systems and provide resources for the recovery 

of the Parish. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL SURVEY 

In an effort to engage the Parish council, a survey (Exhibits 1 and 2) was sent on June 21, 2023 to every council 

member to provide feedback and submit potential recovery project ideas for consideration.  The council members 

for St. Charles Parish are: 

 Beth A. Billings: Councilwoman‐At‐Large, Division A 

 Holly Fonseca: Councilwoman‐At‐Large, Division B 

 La Sandra Darensbourg Gordon: Councilwoman, District I 

 Mary K. Clulee: Councilwoman, District II 

 Dick Gibbs: Councilman, District III 

 Nicky Dufrene: Councilman, District IV 

 Marilyn B. Bellock: Councilwoman, District V 

 Bob Fisher: Councilman, District VI 

 Julia Fisher‐Cormier: Councilwoman, District VII 

Council Members were asked to submit their input and ideas by June 30, 2023.  Two responses were received and 

can be found in Exhibit #3. 

St. Charles Parish recognizes the importance of citizen engagement in the planning, development, and execution 

of disaster recovery programs.  The Parish made efforts to elicit participation from LMI residents and residents of 

DOT‐defined Disadvantaged Communities.   The Parish developed and published a webpage on the St. Charles 

Parish Government website which provides information on the CDBG‐DR programs and funding (see Exhibit 6). 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 

A public meeting was held on September 20, 2023 at 5:30 PM (CST) in the St. Charles Parish Council Chambers 

located at 15045 Highway 18, Hahnville, Louisiana, 70057.  A public meeting notice was published in the local St. 

Charles Herald Guide on September 7, 2023 (see Exhibits 4 and 5).  Information regarding the public meeting was 

also published on the St. Charles Parish Government CDBG‐DR webpage (Exhibit 6).  Additionally, per Exhibit 7, 
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residents of St. Charles Parish prefer to receive communications from the Parish via social media.  Therefore, the 

Parish made  several  social media postings on multiple  social media platforms,  including Facebook  (Exhibit 8), 

Twitter (Exhibit 9), and Instagram (Exhibit 10) on the following dates: 

 Facebook – August 28, 2023 

 Facebook – September 15, 2023 

 Facebook – September 19, 2023 

 Twitter – August 28, 2023 

 Instagram – August 28, 2023 

 Instagram – September 15, 2023 

 Instagram – September 19, 2023 

The public meeting was conducted by St. Charles Parish and a recording of the presentation can be viewed at:  

https://reflect‐stcharlesparishla.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/1147?site=1.  The  following  materials 

utilized at the public meeting can be seen in the Exhibits below: 

 Exhibit #11:  Public Meeting Agenda 

 Exhibit #12:  Public Meeting Sign‐In Sheet 

 Exhibit #13:  Public Meeting Comment Cards 

 Exhibit #14:  Public Meeting Presentation 

 Exhibit #15:  Public Meeting Notes 

In addition to the public meeting, citizens on St. Charles Parish were able to submit their comments and feedback 

via survey (Exhibit 17).   The surveys were available in a paper or online format and were accessible via the St. 

Charles Parish Government CDBG‐DR webpage, Facebook, Instagram, and QR Code (Exhibit 16).  The public survey 

allowed residents to not only provide feedback regarding specific priority areas, but also allowed residents to also 

provide full text comments and ideas.  The public survey and comment period remained open from August 28, 

2023 to September 27, 2023.   The survey results summary (Exhibit 18) and comment details (Exhibit 19) were 

received and reviewed by the Parish. 

 

 

5.0 TEMPLATES & EXHIBITS 
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Exhibit #1: Parish Council Outreach Email 
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Exhibit #2: Parish Council Survey 
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Exhibit #3: Parish Council Survey Responses 
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Exhibit #4: Public Meeting Notice 
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Exhibit #5: Public Meeting Notice in St. Charles Herald Guide 
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Exhibit #6: St. Charles Parish CDBG‐DR Website 
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Exhibit #7:  Breakdown of Residents Preference in Receiving Communications from the Parish 

 

We have a large following on Facebook of more than 30,000 people. For a parish of 52,000, that is quite significant. 

This also makes sense due to the age demographics of our parish. 

 Samantha de Castro 

Director of Communications, St. Charles Parish 
P (985) 783‐5000 | C (504) 952‐8248 
P.O. Box 302 | Hahnville, LA  70057 
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Exhibit #8: Facebook Posting of Public Meeting 
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Exhibit #9: Twitter Posting of Public Meeting 
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