St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
September 5, 2002


Minutes


PZHO-2002-20 Requested by Victor Diep for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Vic’s Refrigeration” – Installation and repair of air conditioning, heating and refrigeration equipment at the customers site.  Home office will be at 52 Dunleith Drive, Destrehan, La.  Zoning District. R-1A.  Council District 3.

Victor Diep, trying to get an occupational license to be able to go to customer’s houses to fix their air conditioning and refrigeration.  My job is not working at my home, it’s at other people’s houses.

Mr. Derveloy asked about storing equipment.  

Mr. Diep stated that it’s hand tools and gauge, meter and screw driver.  

Ms. Richoux asked Mr. Diep if he has building materials at his residence.

Mr. Diep stated that he purchased cement.

Ms. Richoux mentioned about Mr. Diep’s company truck with signage on it and she told him that it’s against subdivision covenants.

Mr. Wilson clarified that it’s not against the law to drive your company truck home.  The covenants are not ours.  Mr. Wilson stated that we’ve went through it before with Parish vehicles being home, LP&L vehicles, police cars, company cars and trucks are a benefit of their employment.  We better not get in the business of telling people that they have to build a massive parking lot on each bank of the river to park these things because the can’t drive them to their house.

Ms. Richoux stated that when the covenant restrictions are clear on it, they could try to park them in the garage.  

Mr. Wilson stated that he understands that, but when you go 2 years in prescription on a covenant restriction, the first commercial vehicle that set foot in Ormond that was allowed to park there is when it should have been handled and it wasn’t.  I just don’t want this man to leave here thinking he’s got to cover the signs on his vehicle.  

Ms. Richoux asked Mr. Diep if he would have any employees and clients at the house.

Mr. Diep stated no.

Ms. Richoux clarified that he would leave enough room in the garage to park the cars and not fill it up with equipment.

Ms. Charles stated that she had a chance to speak with Mr. Diep and he assured her that he’s been doing this type of work for seven years and he’s the only one that’s going to be working.

Mr. Derveloy asked Mr. Lambert if the Department received any calls on this request.

Mr. Lambert stated no, but another letter of objection was received.  The letter was typed with a very old and well used typewriter ribbon and it’s so light that we could not duplicate it on any of our copy machines.  Mr. Lambert stated that the letter is from Joe Fairbanks.  Mr. Lambert then read the letter into the record.

Speaking in favor:
Donna Peters, 55 Dunleith Drive, Destrehan, across the street from Victor and she lives next to the empty lot that was referred to in the letter.  Ms. Peters stated that he’s a good neighbor and if he addresses the concerns in the letter she sent with her neighbor. They have concerns about the signage on the vehicles, chemicals on the property.  They fell confident that if it’s just a home office to get his phone calls and go and come, that he doesn’t work on equipment in his front yard, we don’t object.  They feel that their concerns have been met.  

Speaking in opposition:
None

The public hearing was closed.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Wilson, Charles, Derveloy, Richoux 

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Hull, Babineaux, Thomas

Home occupation granted.

