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8t. Charles Parish Gouncil Chairman Today's Date: j /':',’Z.j. / o 47l 7 ??(7 ) CH
P. O. Box 302

Hahnville, LA 70057 EEETYE P

(985) 783-5000

[

Dear Chairman: | Ul ol 2 3000 4 J
Please place my name to address the Council on:

DATE: (Q]/C;Z}/HL'L i IIRI C ’U 1‘53%-.. '
SPECIFIC TOPIC: __Aid }‘Aj @Lff‘éﬁlﬁm ?ﬁana{?

one subject only
(*see specific
guidelines on
reverse and
refer to

. Parish Charter— '
Article VI, Sec. L)

DOCUMENTS, [F ANY: @ NO

' NAME: 'Qu)md \bufmu .
ADDRESS: A& Mo, 3o

PHONE: . _ (PRE) TEF- T57

SIGNATURE: Zpﬁm__@_,_.

Dear Constituent:

Thank you for your active participation.- Your views and comments will be considered by the Council in
making our decisions. The Council has a considerable amount of business to conduct in a limited amount of time,

therefore, please notg the following items that are expected of you:

> The Home Rule Charter provides for citizens to address the Council. It makes no provision for
initiating debate, discuséion, or question and answer sessions with Councilmembers or Administration
Officials. Your right Is also guaranteed fo examine public documents as you prepare your presentation.
Should you have any questions for Councilmembers and/or Department Heads as you prepare, please
farward such inquirfes to the Council Office to insure a timely response. Should you wish fo speak fo any
Official or Department personally, a complete list of contact information will be furnished at your request.

= Pleage he hrief and limit your comments to the specific subject matter on which you have requested
ta address the Council,

» Please forward supperting decuments to the Council Secretary for distribution to the Parish Council
before your scheduled appearance in order for the Council to prepare themselves, if necessary.

* Upon completion of your allofted fime to address the Council, please réspect the time given to
Councilmembers to respond to your camments by not interrupling or intetjecting remarks.

¥ Slanderous remarks and comments will not be tolerated. If slanderous remarks or comments

are made, your opportunity to address the Council will end, regardless of the remaining time left fo
address the Council.

» Repetitious comments and subject matter will be strictly imited.
A confirmation latter will follow when your name is placed on the agenda.
%mcerely,
LANGE MAV/@/ "‘*’ﬂf
COUNCIL GHAIRMAN
(OVER)
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DEPARTMENT OF WASTEWATER

PO, BOX 705 = LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
(885) 783-5100 = (985) 783-5102 » FAX (985) 785-6503

——

E

ALBERT D. LAQUE
Pansh Frasident

GREGORY E, BUSH, LTE, USA, Retired
Diractor Novernber 25, 2002

TO: Mr. Sammy J. Accardo |
Assistant Director of Wastewater

FROM: GfEgory E. Bush, LTC, USA, Retired r
D@r of Public Woilks/Wastewaicr

SUBJECT: Administrative Order Doclccft Wo. CWA-06-2003-1758 M/
NPDES Permit LAQ032131

Please find attached the newest Administrative Order dated November 19, 2002, q'f'his
Administrative Order specifically orders us to accomplish specific activities with dus
dates. It also orders quarterly progress reports and activity compliance reports.

L.

Plcasc insure thal all requiremnents of this Adminisirative Order arc complied with.
Should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, plesse feel free io
contact me.

GEB:red
Attachment

ce:  Mr, Albert D. Lague, Parish President
Mr, Timamy Vial, Administrative Officer
Ms. Barbara J. Jacob, Council Secretary {
Mz, Dan Gerrity, P.E, Camp Dressar & McKee, Tne. =
Ms. Janct Evans, P.E., Hartman Engineering, Inc. == ,
Met. L.J. Brady, Supetintendent of Wastetwater !
Ms. Diane Troxler, Lab Coordinator
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CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (7099 3220 0001 4432 6036)

M. Gregory E. Bugh
St, Charles Parish
P.O. Box 705
Luling, LA 70070

Re:  Administrative Order Dockel No. CWA-06-2003-1758
NPDES Permiit LA0032131

Dear Mr. Bush:

Recent review of your National Pollatart Discharge Elimination Sysiem (NPDES) file
indicates that your facility is not n cornpliance with your NPDES persnit and/or the Clean Water
Act (CWA). Tn order to ensure continued protection of public health and the enviropment, the
Environmental Protection Agercy (EPA) must take necessary steps to ensure compliance with
applicable regulations and statuies.

Pursuant to the CWA (33 U.8.C. § 1251 el seq.), the enclosed Adminisirative Order (AO)
sets forth the findings of fact and how you violated the Act. The Order also provides a
mechenism for resolving these violations. All responses and reports required by the Order should
be subrnitied within the time frames provided. In all regponses, please reference AO Docket
No. CWA-06-2003-1758 and your NPDES permit number, and send correspondence (o the
attention of Ms. Judy Sullivan (6EN-WC).

The violations cited in the attached Order should be corrected within a reasonable time
period. Qur staff will assist you in any way possible 1o ensure that your facilily returns to
compliance.

As part of the enforcement process, EPA is anthorized to require corrective action and,
possibly, assess appropriate penaltics. Tf penalties are assessed, the Agency will consider a
number of factors, including the nature and maguitude of the violations, the period of
noncompliance and the impact of the violations on human health, or the environment. By statute,
the penalties assessed can be as much as $27,500 per day. In order to avoid any such action, or to
minimize the amount of penalties you may be assegsed if further action is warranied,
noncompliance should be correcied as soon as possible.

Recycled/Resyclable » Frnsd with Vagatable Of Based Infs on 160% Reayclad Papar (40% Pastconstmesr)




Your cooperation and prompt attention will be appreciated. If you have any questions,
please contact Ms. Cecilia Kernodle, EPA, Dallas, Texas at (214) 665-6452.

Sincerely yours,
AN M
! ) 7
Lo * Mj f
Samuel Coleman, P.E.
Direclor

Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division

ce: Ms. Cheryl Nolan
Enforcement Prograw Manager
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality



UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 6
[n the Matter of § Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758
8
ST. CHARLES PARISH, a §
Louisiana political subdivision, §
§ FINDINGS OF VIOLATION

Permittee 8 AND
§ ORDER FOR COMPLIANCE

NPDES Permit No. LA0032131 §

Statutory Authority

The following FINDINGS are made, and ORDER. isaued, under the authority vested in the
Administrator of the United States Environmental Protcction Agency (EPA), by Sections 303(a)
and 309(a) of the Clean Water Aot (herein "the Act™), 33 U.8.C. §§ 1318(a) and 1319(a). The
Administrator of EPA has delegated the authority to issue this Order to the Regional
Administzator of EPA Region 6, who has further delegated this authority to the Director of the

Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division.

Findings
1. St. Charles Parish (herein "Permittee") is a political subdivision of the state of
Iouisiana, and as such, the Permiliec is a "person,” as that term is defined at Section 502(5) of

the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1362(5), and 40 C.F.R. § 122.2.

9. At all times relevant to this Crder, the Permiliee owned or operated a wastewater
ireatment plant, located in 8t. Charles Parish, Louisiana (herein "the facility"), and was therefore

an "owner ot operator” within the meaning of 40 CFR.§122.2.



Daocket No, CWA-06-2003-1758
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3. At all relevant times, the facility was a "poirt source” of a "discharge” of "pollutants”
with its mumieipal wastewater, to the receiving waters of George Cousin Canal; thenee to
Iake Cataouatche in Segment No. 0203 of the Barataria Basin, which are "waters of the
United States" within the meaning of Section 502 of the Act, 33 U.5.C. § 1362, and 40 CF.R.

§122.2.

4. Becanse the Permitiee owned or operaied a facility that is a point source of discharges
ol pollutants Lo waters of the U.8., the Permittee and the facilily were subject to the Act and the

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.

5. Under Section 301 of the Act, 33 U.8.C. § 1311, it is unlaw/ul for any person 1o
discharge any pollutant from a point source to waters of the Uniled States, except with the
authorization of, and in compliance with, an NPDES permil issued pursuant to Section 402 of the

Act, 33 US.C. § 1342,

6. Section 402(a) of the Act, 33 U.8.C. § 1342(a), provides that the Administraior of
EPA may issue permits under the NPDES program for the discharge of pollutants from poiot
sources to waters of the United States. Any such discharge is subject to the specific terms and

conditions prescribed in the applicable permit.

7. The Permitiee applied for and was issued NPDES Permit No. LA0032131 (herein "the
permit") under Section 402 of the Act, 33 T.8.C. § 1342, which became effective on
Oclober 23, 1993. At all rclevant times, the Permitiee was authorized to discharge pollutants
from the facility to waters of the United States only in corapliance with the specific terms and

conditions of the permit.




——

Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758
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8 Parts [ILC. and LD, of the permil require the Permittee to sample and test s
offluent and oordtor its compliance with permit conditions according to specific procedures i
order 10 determine the facility's compliance or noncompliance with the permit and applicable
regulations. They also require lhe Permitiee to fil with EPA certified Discharge Monitoring

Reports (DMRs) of the results of monitoring, and Noncompliznce Reporis when appropriate.

9. Pari LA of the permit places certain limitations on the quality and quantity of effluent
discharged by the Permittee. The relevant discharge limitations are as follows:

Discharpe Limilations
(be/day) - Other Units  (Specily)
30-day Avg. 30-day Avg. daily max

Effnent Characteristics

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) 83(183) 10 mg/l 15 mg/l
Total Suspended Solids (T55) 125(275) 10 mg/1 23 mg/l
Fecal Coliform Bacteria (colonoes/100mi) 200 400

10. Certificd DMRs filed by the Permittee with EPA in compliance with the permil, show
discharges of pollutants from the facility that exceed the permitted effluent lmitations established

in Part LA of the permit, as specified below:

Date Parameter Violation Lirmnit

6/02 BOD, 30-day avg. 497.90 Tbs/day 183 Ibs/day
BOD, 30-day avg. 40.30 mg/l 10 mg/l
BOD, 7-day avg. 52. mgll 15 mg/l
T8S, 30-day avg. 629.18 Ibs/day 275 Ibs/day
T8S, 30-day avg. 58.80 mg/l 15 mg/l
T8S, 7-dayavg. 101. mg/l 23 mg/l

7/02 BOD, 30-day avg. 401.11 ths/day 183 Ibs/day
BOD, 30-day avg. 32.57 mg/l 10 mg/1
BOD, 7-dayavg. 49. mg/l 15 myg/l
T8S, 30-day avg. 423.43 Tbs/day 275 Tbs/day
TSS, 30-day avg. 38.29 mg/l 15 mg/1
T88, 7-dayave. 55. mg/] 23 mg/l
Fecal Coliform, daily mex. 680#/ml AQ0H#/ml
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8/02 BOD, 30-day avg. 424.83 Ihs/day 183 Ibs/day
BOD, 30-day avg,. 30.710 mg/1 10 mg/l
BOD, 7-day ave. 45, g/l 15 mg/l
T8S, 30-day avg. 462.28 Tha/day 275 The/day
T88, 30-day avg. 34,71 mg/l 15 mg/l
T98, 7-day avg. 72. mg/l 23 mgfl

11. A_dministrative Order Docket No, CWA-06-2002-0010 was issued to the Permittes

on July 2, 2002. The order cited effluent violations through May 2002, and required the
i f et e b

Permittee to respond and cite what actions would be taken to eliminate the violations, Ina

e
A

tesponse dated July 17, 2002, the Permittee cited that they would take some shorl term actions to

el

eliminate the violations at the Luling Oxidation Pond, but they would also take long term actions

I

to transfer all fow from the Luling Pond to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant. The
[\l

Permittee will begin by transferring approximately 40% of the flow from Luling to the
e s it

Hahnville Plant, and by January 2006, have all flow {ransferred and eliminate discharge from the

——

Luling Oxidation Pond. The schedule is incorporated in this Qrder. é%f ;)
,.----'"__'___"_"""_'_-— [ —

12. Each violation of the conditions of the permit or regulations described above, is a

violation of Section 301 of the Act, 33 U.8.C. § 1311

ORDER
Based on the foregoing Findings and pursuant to the authority of Sections 308 and 309 of

the Act, EPA HEREBY ORDERS THE PERMITTEE to take the following action:

{ ;}j’ %) A, The Permitiee shall comply with the following scheduls for construction of a new

——

—

wastewater treatment plant.

e
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ACTIVITY DUE DATE
[nitiate destgn Bids to transfer all flows from
Luling Oxidation Pond to Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant Oclober 30, 2002 \/

Accept bids for Bourg and Bootlegger purnp station tmprovements. November 30, 2002

Initiate bidding of design Improverments 1o transfer all flows from
the Luling Oxidation Pond, and to provide necessary improvements
10 the Halmville Wastewater Plant. October 30, 2003

Completion of Bourg and Bootlegper Pump Station improvements
and tramsfer of associated flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond,
to Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant. November 30, 2003

Initiate construction of improvements to transfer all flows from
Lulbing Oxidation Pond and of improvements to

Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant. January 31, 2004

Complete construction of mprovements and eliminate discharge,

from Luling Oxidation Pond January 31, 2006
%!/Q B. That the Permittee shall submit quarterly progress reports on the 17 of October,

January, April and July. The first report is due January 1, 2003. The reports shall be submitted

{through completion of the project.

*@@ C. That within 14 days of completion of each of the tasks listed above in A,, the Permiitse @
AT - N 7 ——

shall submit a rcport stating compliance with the task.

D Any imformation or correspondence submitted by the Permittee to EPA under this

Ozder shall be addressed to the following:

Ms. Judy Sullivan

Water Enforcement Branch (6EN-WC)
EPA Region 6

1445 Ross Ave., Suile 1200

Dallas, TX 75202
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General Provisions
Tssuance of this Order shall not be deemed an election by EPA to forego any
administrative or judicial, civil or eriminal action 1o seck penalties, fincs, or any other relief
appropriale under the Act for the violations cited herein, or other violations that become known.

EPA rteserves the right to seek any remedy available under the law that it deems appropxiﬁte.

Failure to comply with this Order or the Act can result in firrther administrative action, or

a civil judicial action initiated by the U.S. Department of Justice. If the United States mitiates a

civil judicial action. Respondent will be subject to civil penafties ofup to $27,500 per day per
IV jodicia) acuor =5 0L

viplation.!

If a criminal action is initiated by U.S. Department of Justice, and Respondent is convicted

of a criminal offense under Section 309(c) of the Act, the Respondent may become ineligible for
1a (wection SU70) OF Hie AACt, e et

certain comtracts, gramts, or loans under Section 508 of the Act.
_._--"'—--'-'__"—"

This Order does not constitute a waiver or modification of the lerms or conditions of the
Permittes’s NPDES permit, which rerains in full force and effect. Compliance with the terms and
conditions of this Order does not relieve the Permitiee of its obligations to comply with any

applicable federal, stale, or local Jaw ot regulation.

The effective date of this Order is the date il is received by the Permittee.
WV 1Sz %”Z_ei/M .

? [y
Dale Warmel Coleman, P.EY \__4"3
Director
Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division

The eivil penalty amounts that can be assessed under Seetion 309 of the Clean Water Act were amended by the
Civil Monetary Penalty Inflation Adjusiment Rule (6] Fed. Reg. 69359, Devember 31, 1996, as corrected in
62 Fed Reg. 13514, March 20, 1997), effective June 1, 1997, aader the Debt Collections Improvement Act of
1996, 31 10.8.C. § 3701, et. seq., for all violations occurring or continwing after January 30, 1997.




ALBERT D, LAQUE
Pansh Praaident

GREGORY E. BUSH, LTC, USA Retired

ST. CHARLES PARISH
DEPARTMENT OF WASTEWATER

F.O. BOX 705 « LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
{985) 783-5100 » (985) 783-5102 » FAX (985) 785-6503

July 17, 2002

Director

Ms. Judy Sullivan

Water Enforcement Branch (6EN-WC)
EFA Region 6

1445 Ross Avenue, Suiie 1200

Dallas, Texas 75202

Subject: Docket No. CWA-06-2002-0010
Luling Oxidation Pond — NPDES Permit No. LA0D32131
Comprehensive Written Corrective Action Plan

Subject: Luling Oxidaiion Pond —- NPDES Permit No, LA0032131
Taexicity Reduction Evaluation

Dear Ms. Sullivan:

In response to the subject Administrative Order received on July 9, 2002, St. Charles
Parish does not believe complete comrsction of the violations cited are possible within
thirty (30) days of the effective date of the Order. This is despite the imitiation of
multiple actions Lo correct the problem prior to receipt of the Adminisirative Order.

Accordingly a comprehensive written corrective action plan to eliminate the cited
violations is provided below. This plan is provided in three phases, short-lerm actions to
obtain compliance, actions taken to implement the Toxicity Reduction Evaluation (TRE)
and long-term actions to eliminate any future compliance problems, The short-term
actions will be taken to assure compliance. Fowever, since long-lenn maintenance of the
Luling Oxidation Pond has proven diffienlzresultine-in evemiual degradation of pond
“conditions and-performarice, the long-term action plan will further assure compliance by
rerouting flows to the Hahnville Wastewaler Treatment Plant.

I




"

C(I)rrective Action Plan

Short Term Corrective Actions

Activities Prior to July 9, 2002

Mareh 20, 2002

April 12, 2002

April 15,2002

May 14, 2002

June 24, 2002

Hired professional engineedng consultants Camp Dresser &
McKee to address both short-term and long-termn  compliance
Issues at the Luling Oxidation Pond. Multiple problems woere
identified conteibuting to noncompliance at the facility including:

* Severe short-circuiting due to destruction of curlain walls
between cells of the pond, This destruction was dus to the
previous use of water hyacinths to control algae.

= Several acrators were currently inoperable.

* Excessive algac blooms contributing to BOD and TSS
violations and potential toxicity of the effluent,

* Inoperable rapid sand filters damaged through atternpts to
filter out excessive algae blooms.

Conceptual design workshop was held to establish short-term and
long-term corrective actions to obtain compliance at the Luling
Oxidation Pond. Minutes of this workshop are attached. Based
upont this workshap thres types of alternatives wers investigated to
obiain short-term compliance at the Luling Oxidation Pond, disk
filters, chemical addition, and enhanced high rate clarification.

The plastic baffles between the first and second cell and second
and third cells were restored (o significantly rednce the current
short-circuiting problems at the pond (See Attached Figure).

Technical memorandum (as enclosed) recommending altematives
to oblain shori-term compliance at the Luling Oxidation Pond was
completed. Based upon issuance of this memorandum effluent
monitoring for chlorophyll A and pilot testing of an algaecide was
initiated. Several additional short-{erm improvements were also
discussed to improve performance of the facility as indicated
below,

Initiated construction of additional earth berm to further reduce
short-circuiting. This berm will add a fourth cell and additional
delention lime for wastewater treatment (See Atached Figure).
The berm will also include a storage area for harvestsd hyacinths.



June 24, 2002 Repair of existing acrators was completed mud installation of
additional aerators was initiated.

July 1, 2002 Initiated pilot tesling of algaecide to control algae blooms.
Ordered sand to repair and retumn to service the existing rapid sand
filters.

Activities To Be Compleled

August 17, 2002 Complete piloting of algaccide and provide recommendations for

continued use, complele repairs to rapid sand filters.

Aupust 30, 2002 Complete construction of carth berm to provide a fourth treatment
cell for the facility and re-introduction of water hyacinths into this
cell,

September 30,2002 Installation of five (5) additional aerators in Cell 2,
October 30, 2002 Complete short-term correction actions.
November 30, 2002  Obtain operational compliance.

Toxicity Reduction Evaluation

The proposed schedule for the TRE is provided in the enclosed office memorandum and
proposes initiating the TRE on July 10, 2002, submitting the plan by October 8, 2002,
initiating the plan by November &, 2002 and final completion of the plan by November 8,
2004, T also commits to quarterly reports from Qetober 31, 2002 through October 31,
2004. The initiatjon of the TRE by November 2002 will be coordinated with the short-
term comrective actions to eliminale compliance problems due 1o algae blooms. This will
facilitate the assessmenl of any canses other than algae to the toxicity of the effluent.
Determination of additional constituents contributing to effluent toxicity will require
review of improvements {o the Luling Oxidation Pond necessary to remove these
constituents. The need for any capita] improvements will be evaluated hased upon the
long-term actions planned to eliminate the discharge from this facility.

Long-Term Corrective Actions

Activities Prior to July 9, 2002

Decernber 2001 Initiated design improvements lo transfer flows from the Bourg
and Bootlegger pump stations from the Luling Oxidation Pond to
the Halmville Wastewater Treatment Plant. Completion of these
improvemenis is anticipated to reroute approximately 40% of the
flows away from the Luling Oxidation Pond further alleviating
compliance problems.



April 17, 2002

Initiated re-rating study for the Hahnville Waslewater Treatment
Plant and flow monitoring and hydraulic analysis of the Luling
Oxidation Pond collection systern. The re-rating study will assure
flows rerouled from the Boarg and Bootlegger pump stations can
be effectively treated by the Hahnville Wastewater Treaiment
Plant. This study will also establish necessary improvements to
the Hahnville Wagtewater Treatmenl Plant if all flows from the
Luling Oxidation Pond are rerouted from this facility.

Activities To Be Completed

August 30, 2002

Qctober 30, 2002

November 30, 2002

October 3¢, 2003

November 30, 2003

January 31, 2004

January 31, 2006

Initiate bidding of Bourg and Bootlegger pump station
improvements. Completion of re-rating study and delermination of
improvements necessary lo upgrade the IHahnville Waslewater
Treatment Plant to handle all flows from the Luling Oxidation
Pond.

Initiate design improvemenis to transfer all flows from the Luling
Oxidation Pond and to provide necessary improvements to the
Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Accept bids for the Bourg and Bootlegger pump station
Improvements.

Initiate bidding of design improvements to transfer all lows from
the Luling Oxidation Pond and to provide necessary improvements
{o the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant,

Completion of Bourg and Boollegger pump station improvements
and transfer of associated flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond to
the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant,

Initiate construction of design improvements to transfer all flows
from the Luling Oxidation Pond and to provide necessary
improvements to the Halmville Wastewater Treatmenl Plant.

Complete construction of design improvements to transfer all
flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond and to provide neceasary
improvements to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plami.
Elimination of discharge from the Luling Oxidation Pend and
transfer of all flows to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant,



The compliance plan provided above will be initiated pending any review or comment
from your office. 8t. Charles Parish wil] appreciate any assistanee from EPA, Region 6 to
resolve this matter and will continue its efforls to provide a guick solution to this
problem.

Sincerely,

Gre sh, LTC, USA, Retired
Directot of Pyblic Works/Wastewatar

fe %Ci .

Enclosures

CC:  Ronnie Bean, LA, Department of Environmental Quality
Albert Laque, St, Charles Parish President (letter only)
Sammy J, Accardo, Assistant Director of Wastewater (letter only)
L.J. Brady, Wastewater Superintendent (letter only)
Diane C. Troxler, Laboratory Coordinator
Adam Faschan, Ph.D., P.E,, Camp Dresser & McKee, Ine. (letter only)
Barbara Jacob, §t. Charles Parish Council Secretary (letter only)
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DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY

MEW QRLEANS DISTRICT. éDRP‘S OF ENGINEERS
RO BOX 60267
NEW OHLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO APR 2 6 2002

KITENTION OF;

Planning, Programs, and
Project Management Divigion
Project Management Branch - West

"bmﬂaﬂbﬁggbe
OFFICE N

Honorable Albert Ladque
President

St. Charles Parish Council
Post Office Box 302
Hahnville, Louilsiana 70057

Dear Mr. Lague:

I am writing this letter in reference to the Luling
Qxadation Pond, St. Charles Parish, Loulsiana, Section 206,
Aguatic Ecosystem Restoration Study, which is being completed by
the U.5. Army Corps of HEngineers (USACE), New Orleans District
(NOD) . This study was initiated following the reception of a
letter-of-intent from the parish, dated October 1%99. Following
EEEeipt of inatral funding, a Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRE)
was completed in September 2000. Our Division office approved
the PRP in February 2001. On February 22, 2001, we mef with
members of the Parish Council and the Wastewater Office to
‘discuse the plans for continuation of the atudy.

At this meeting, I explained that the FRP was a guick
decision document prepared by NOD in order to gain Divisicon
approval to proceed with the 12-menth feasibility study. Upon
completion of the feasibility study, the NOD proceeded with
plans and specifications for the proposed wetland assimilation
efforts; using treabted wastewater to revitalize and restore the
degraded wetland unit near the Luling Pond. It 1s at this time
that the parisgh would have been requested to enter into a
Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with the USACE. Following
the meeting, I was requested to proceed with the study and to
coordinate the study efforts with Messrs. Steven Fall and Sammy
Accardo of the Wastewater OfFfice. To date, these sbtudy efforts
have been coordinated with the appropriate personnel at the



parish. We are nearing the end of our plans and specifications
phage. Construction was slated for fiscal year 2003.

Recently, I h@é_g conversation with Msssrs. Greg Bush,
Sammy Accardo, and a team of consultants regarding the
regionalization of the wastewater treatment for the west bank of
8t. Charles Parish. During this conversation, it was apparent
that the Tplang Oxidation Pond would be nop-operational in the
near future with the consolidation of all wegt bank sewerage at
the Hahnvillie Plant. This new information has caused me to
Tequest termination of the current project. The Luling Plant is
critical to the implementation of the wetland assimilation
prolect. Without the guarantee of the continued use of this
plant, the USACE cannot partigipate in the project. According
to Mr. Greg Bush, conscolidation of the west bank sewerage 1s
eminent, and the Luling Plant could be shut down in 3 to 5
yvears. 1 cannot support the construction of this project due to
the short-term project life. Please inform me by May 13, 2002,
if my infermation 18 inaccurate, and the parish wishes to
continue with the project. Contimuation of the project would
require a letter of commitment to the current project. Please
send yvour response to the following address:

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

Post OLfice Box 60267

New Qxleans, Loulsiana 70160-~0287
ATTN: Mr. Shawn Vicknalr (CEMVN-PM-W)

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
myself at (504) 862-2024. Your rasgponse 18 greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Y, VP

Shawn Vicknair
Project Manager
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ALRERT I LAGUE | May 17, 2002 '
PARIGH PRESIDENT itk Jui
J S Army Corps of Engineers =
New Qrleans District

ATTN: Mr. Shawn Vicknair, Project Manager (CEMVN-PM-W) PARISH COUNCIL RECORDS
Post Office Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Mr, Vicknair

I'am in receipt of your letter dated Apnil 26, 2002, This is to advise that on Novemnber 20,
2002, our Parish Council adopted Ordinance No. 00-11-16 approving and aunthorizing the execution
of a contract with Comite Resources, LLY, to conduct a Use Attainability Analysis relative 1o
Effluent discharge for the Luling Oxidation Pond into adjacent wetlands

% Our posinon now is the same as it was then - “When the study is completed and resulls ars
reported by Comite Resources we will make a decision as 1o the options avaylable for the Luling
Oxidation Pond discharge.” -

. e
We will cooperate with the Corps in any way possible, but we cannot state ai this time Ay

whether or not we will be able to transport all Westbank area sewerage to the Hahnville Wastowater = 2
Treaunent Plant or upgrade the Luling Oxidation Pond. v
___-——-—__—-___———‘ 1
As always il is a pleasure doing business with your office; however, uatil we recorve
commitments for the necessary monies available and needed to aclieve either one of these projscts
we cannot obligate ourselves 1o any parlicular project.

Fwill keep you advised as to our feasibiliny study results being analyzed by Corate
Resources, LLP  Cwrent information suggests that it will take approximately 12 10 18 months from
this date before any resulis are forthcoming,

As always, | appreciate the Corps working with St Charles Parish, Please do not hesilate 1o
contact me at 985-783-5000 if further information is needed.

Sincerely

VA

Albert D. Lague,
Parish President
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ST. CHARLES PARISH

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS / WASTEWATER
F.Q. BOX 705 LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
(985) 783-5100 FAX (985) 785-6303

ALEBERT D. LAQUE
PARISH FRESIDENT

STEVEN M. FALL, P.E.
DIRECTOR

« 0472572001

TO The Honorable Mr. Albert Lague
Parish President

FROM:  Mr. Steven M. Fall, P.E.“"@(p

Director of Public Works/Wastewater

Subject: Memorandum — Luling oxidation pond

Dear Mr. Laque: .

The Parish Council did not approve the full sewer rate increase that was recommended by Gulf
South Engineers. In doing so this has cut the capital-operating portion of the wastewater et
down to zero. We are rapidly approaching the summer months and have not been able to correck
any problems at the Luling oxidation pond. The problems associated with the pond detailed below
will cost well in excess of $100,000. The wastewater Department is not adequately steffed to

_%) perform capital projects (expenditures under $100,000) in house. Any Capital project excesding
$100,000 must be bid out in accordance with publio bid laws. To correct some ot all of the
proitemes we need a set of contract documents 1o bid with, Hartman Engineering is cwmrenily
performing an analysis of the pond to help with any permitting or corrective action needed wder
environmental compliance, Hartman however, can not prepare a set of contraci documents or 0
the design work needed for the pond under their program management coniract. CDIM has offered
to perform the corrective design for under $40,000 using supplemental services under the sewes
regionalization program. Since the pond is part of the reglonalization effort I don't se= 2 problam
with this. At the last council meetitg some of the touncil members objected to this idea, therefore

w I think we need 1o have the Parish Attorney review this. Attached is the background inforrmation
on the pond and a list problems, which need to be corrected immediately.

v
sF

Background:
Facultative Lagoons (Ponds) treat waste by utilizing algae and bacteria to degrade organic mafter.

The algae and bacteria ¢at wastes and nutrients and produce certain by-products from the
digestion.



Facultative Lagoons (Ponds) treat waste inconsistently depending o climate conditions. Ponds
depend upon the vagaries of nature for operating conditions.

The Ponds have three operaling zomnes- (1) a surface zone which utilizes aerobic bacteria (bacteria
{hat use oxygen Lo degrade organic matter) and algae to remove wasles (BODS). Atmospheric
diffusion (entrained oxygen) is important in this layer along with sunlight (algal photosynihesis).
During summer months ponds can treat more waste 111 this zone because of larger algae blooms.
(2) An intermediate zone that utilizes facultative bacteria (bacteria that are indifferent to the wse of
oxygen to degrade organic maiter). This zone is part aerobic and part anaerobic. (3) A bomom zone
where accumulated solids (sludge, etc.) are actively decomposed by anaerobic bacteria (bacteria

that don’t use oxygen to degrade organic matter).

The surface zone of the pond contains aquatic vegetation (water hyacinth). Water hyacinth remove
algae from the effluent. The hyasinth remove nutdents and block energy (sunlight) frorm reaching
algae. Thus, without nutrients and energy, the algae become inactive and settle to the bottom of

the pond.

Problems with the Luling pond:

(1)  Sludge accunulation - Organic material (BODS5) ' stared at the bottom of the pond. This
ocours when aguatic vegetation (hyacinth) dies during the winter months (cold weather kills), or
when maintenance spraying occurs (herbicides). During the surnmer the temperature of the water
increases and the organic material stored in the battom layer begins to be braken. down
anasrobically and at higher levels. This becomes 2 problem when the oxygen demand on the
surface of the pond is greater than the asrobic surface can produce. This causes discharge
violations. More aerators are needed, About 340 HP (Big Bucks).

(Z)  Hyacinth culture units needed in last cells of the pond — The hyacinth are free floating
vegetation that mass together with heavy winds and blow through separation curtains and
equipment causing damage. The hyacinth are needed to remove algae but only in the last portion
of the treatment process, Hyacinth alsa need to be mechanically harvested on a five-week eycle to
keep organic matter to a minimum and not sprayed with herbicides, which cause the dead plants to
sink to the bottom of the pond.

(3)  Smaller cells with equalization conduits are needed for easy maintenance- the pond is 0ne
large cell over 60 acres. It is very hard to maintain and is a safety concem if a levec fails.

(4)  Recirculation of a portion of the effluent will help with overloads- no recirculation piping

exists.

If you have any questions or comments please conlact me.

Cc:  Sammy Accardo
ADWW
Jan Evans
Hartman Engineering

SMF:smf
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