St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
October 4, 2007


Minutes


PZO-2007-04 requested by Barry Minnich, Councilman, District VII for an ordinance to amend the St. Charles Parish Zoning Ordinance of 1981; Appendix A, Section VI. Zoning district criteria and regulations to allow Bingo Halls and Video Bingo Parlors in C-2 and C-3 zones as a Special Permit Use and require an ordinance of the Council.

Barry Minnich, Councilman, District VII, 337 Wanda Street, Luling. Mr. Minnich stated that he created this ordinance not to add the use of the bingo hall/video bingo facility or the off track betting facility in the C-2 or C-3.  It’s already there because of the commercial / recreation facility that’s in the C-2 or C-3 zone.  Mr. Minnich stated that he brought the ordinance before the Commission because of the situation that has occurred in District 7, most recently, where a proposed video gaming facility was granted a permit through an administrative act and there was no opportunity or venue for a public forum for residents or the Councilmembers to voice their concerns.  Once it was approved, and signage went up, he heard a lot of input.  Mr. Minnich stated that up until this point there is no venue for anybody to give any venue or to know that type of facility is being proposed to be considered until it’s done.  Mr. Minnich stated that this is the only process that he knows of right now that would afford a public forum, for you as a Commission and the Council as a Special Permit Use.  

Mr. Becnel asked Mr. Minnich why was this done administratively, and was he aware that this was being done. 

Mr. Minnich stated that he found out about it after the permit was granted.

Mr. Becnel asked if this happens regularly.

Mr. Minnich stated that an administrative permit is done on a regular basis, without input or approval from the Council, as long as it meets certain criteria.  Mr. Minnich stated that this ordinance would require the applicant to come before the Commission and the Council for approval.  Mr. Minnich stated that he understands that there is a loophole in the state law which we’re working with the state legislature but that takes some time and whether they can consider it at the next session.  This will provide us the opportunity to look at it and most important to give the public the opportunity to voice if they approve it or disapprove it.  Mr. Minnich stated that video poker is already mandated by the State Police and us, but this is not considered gaming, it’s regulated by the Attorney General’s office and it falls under less criteria, so the bingo hall and the video poker machines are regulated by others.  

Ms. Stein stated that she relies almost exclusively alcoholic beverages licensing.  

Mr. Minnich stated that the gaming has certain criteria related to sales of other items or alcoholic beverages or meals and there is a certain percentage that so much of the business has to be one way or the other.  With the video gaming, after reading it, there is a clause that the permitting process and they are talking about the Attorney General’s office but it says that charitable organizations doing business in those parishes or incorporated municipalities where an ordinance has been adopted, we don’t have that ordinance, so the permit may in fact be null and void because of the this.  Mr. Minnich stated that he didn’t know that until this afternoon.  Mr. Minnich stated that if this happens in the future, he doesn’t want another Councilmember or a member of the public finding out about it after it’s done.

Mr. Minnich stated that Mr. Henderson was in a quandary about this and he spoke to 2 other Councilmen and they didn’t have a problem with it.

Mr. Clulee asked if Mr. Minnich would have a problem tabling the request until the administration could be talked to.

Mr. Minnich stated that he has a problem with tabling because it wouldn’t stop the operation.

Speaking in favor:
Debbie Dufresne- Vial, 135C Lakewood Drive, Luling.  

Speaking in opposition:
None

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Minnich stated that his concern is that the people have the opportunity to have the chance to speak on video bingo and off track betting.

Mr. Becnel asked how hard would it be to go back and add the verbiage.

Mr. Minnich stated that his verbiage is not lacking at this point for what he wants to do.  Mr. Minnich stated to amend the ordinance is simply to come back and do just what he did here and amend the section of the Zoning Ordinance.

Motion to table to take up at the next meeting by Mr. Clulee.

Motion fails due to lack of a second.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Wolfe, Lambert, Booth, Becnel, Bordner

NAYS:
Clulee 

ABSENT:
Poche

The ordinance is approved.

