St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
March 6, 2008


Minutes


PZO-2008-03 requested by V.J. St. Pierre, Parish President an ordinance to provide variance and waiver procedures for Special Exception and Special Permit Uses.

Mr. Matherne stated in the last discussion, that maybe you should be able to consider on a case by case basis.  He stated that this is the provision that would allow it.  He stated that as it is today, when something needs a special exception or a special permit use, you can’t get a variance.  He stated that there is no provision for this Commission to grant a variance.  He stated that it has been interpreted in the past that you could, by a previous parish attorney, in fact the Planning Commission has said that it doesn’t exactly meet the provisions of the law of a Special Permit, the Commission feels that it is acceptable and it has been granted.  He stated that this was two parish attorney’s ago.  Mr. Matherne stated that the first thing that it does is that a special exception, something that the Planning Director has the discretion to make a decision with, it’s usually something very small, i.e. a firehouse in the neighborhood, that kind of thing.  He stated that if you want a waiver on a special exception use, it’s not a special exception use anymore, it’s a special permit use that has to go to the Planning Commission and the Council.  He stated that the ordinance was modeled after the way you do waivers to the subdivision regulations.  Mr. Matherne stated that the only difference is it is site specific.

Mr. Bordner asked may or shall.

Mr. Matherne stated may.  He stated that same exact words as the subdivision regulations.  

Mr. Bordner stated that it is at the discretion of the Planning Director as to whether it is passed to the Commission for consideration.

Mr. Matherne stated that if they consider it to be a reasonable application.  He stated that if they don’t send it to you, they don’t get the waiver.  Mr. Matherne stated that in order to get the waiver, they have to get by the Planning Director, the Planning Commission and the Council.

Speaking in favor:
None

Speaking in opposition:
None

The public hearing was closed.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Wolfe, Bordner, Booth, Becnel, Clulee, Poche

NAYS:

None

ABSENT:
Gibbs

The ordinance is approved.

