St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
July 7, 2011


Minutes


Mr. Booth:  Next on the agenda is PZHO-2011-11 requested by Lois Johnson for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Lois Beauty Salon” – hair designing. The home occupation will be at 310 Plantation Road, Hahnville. Zoning District R-1A. Council District 1. Ms. Stein.

The applicant completed an application for a home occupation to operate “Lois Beauty Salon” on June 7, 2011.  Ms. Johnson had inquired about the permit and approval process in April and was informed that an in-home salon had to get a home occupation permit, plans approval for any plumbing, electrical, structural, or mechanical work required, Fire Marshal approval, and site inspection/approval by either the Cosmetology Board of the Barber Board.  Businesses in St. Charles Parish also require a tax id and occupational license.  The site already is developed with a driveway measuring approximately 24’ x 36’ which can accommodate as many as six (6) passenger vehicles.  The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants and that employees are limited to residents of the house.

Site inspection on June 27 revealed no apparent code violations and none are on file.  The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations. The Department recommends approval.

Mr. Booth:  This is a public hearing for PZHO-2011-11 requested by Lois Johnson home occupation for Lois Beauty Salon at 310 Plantation Road, Hahnville. Is there anyone here to speak in favor of this particular application? State your name and address for the record.

Lois Johnson. When you say someone to speak in favor.

Mr. Booth:  We’d like to find out exactly what you are doing there, how many clients at one time, if there will be a traffic problem, if you could just briefly give us an overview of what you plan to do in your home.

Ms. Johnson:  It definitely won’t be a traffic problem because if you look at me, I’m semi retired. I only want to do x amount of people a day.  Most of my clients are middle age clients, retired people and I don’t schedule a lot of people at one time.  I may schedule 3 people at one time because I’m doing all the work myself.  

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am. Any questions from the Commission?

Mr. Clulee:  I think I read somewhere that there is just one bowl, so it’s not going to be a bunch of people.

Ms. Johnson:  It’s going to be one station, one shampoo bowl. 

Mr. Clulee:  Thank you.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am. Anyone else to speak in favor of this application, please step forward. Anyone to oppose, please step forward. Would you state your name and address for the record sir and tell us about your opposition.

Hubert Champagne, 285 Plantation Road, Hahnville. When the subdivision was asked to give access to the other subdivision to use our roads for in and out it was refused because of the traffic and this will also bring traffic. So I’m against this. We’re mostly retired people there.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you Sir.  Anyone else here to speak in opposition, please step forward. Seeing none, the public hearing is now closed.  Any questions or comments?

Ms. Stein: Mr. Chair I neglected to state that we have one letter in opposition that I don’t know if it got to your packets.  

Mr. Booth: If you would just mention briefly who and what that opposition is. 

Ms. Stein:  Actually it’s pretty short I can read it verbatim if that’s alright.

Mr. Booth:  Fine

Ms. Stein:  It’s an email to Mr. Romano. Per our telephone conversation today, I’d like to document my concern around the request by Lois Johnson to open a beauty shop. As you described, the request is for one chair, one bowl, one dryer beauty shop at 310 Plantation Road, Hahnville, La. I am a neighbor to Ms. Johnson and am concerned the customer parking may end up along side Rose Street. Parking on Rose Street could limit the egress and ingress to the section of Rose Street which I live and is my concern.  My parents, ages 94 and 90 also lives on Rose Street and sitters, nurses, home health, etc., need clear access.

I am not opposed to Mrs. Johnson opening a beauty salon, just concerned about how parking for the business might impact access to Rose Street. Sincerely, Janel Pizzolato, 219 Rose Street, Hahnville, La.

Mr. Booth:  Ms. Johnson could you come back to the microphone, I have a couple of quick questions to try to help clear this up.  You stated that there will be very few people coming. I would assume that they would all be parking in your driveway, is that correct?  

Ms. Johnson:  Not only do I have parking in my driveway, if you go down Rose Street I also have parking there, but we never park there. As I stated before, there definitely won’t be any problem with traffic, because it’s not like I have this young clientele, they are basically retired clients.  

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am.  Any other discussion from the Commissioners? Let’s call for the vote.

YEAS:

Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee, Perry

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Pierre

Mr. Booth:  That passes unanimous with Ms. Dolores here tonight.  Ms. Johnson you’ll need to come back to this room on July 25th. The Council will hear your case and you can explain to them like you did to us tonight and if they have any concerns, they will discuss that with you. Thank you ma’am.

