St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
September 5, 2002


Minutes


PZHO-2002-22 Requested by Quincee T. Berthelot for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Therapeutic Massage by Quincee” – massage therapy mainly doing outcalls at the home of clients.  Home office will be at 51 River Park Drive, Hahnville, La.  Zoning District R-1A.  Council District 1.

Quincee Berthelot, 51 River Park Drive, Hahnville.  Ms. Berthelot stated that she does house calls only.  The house is used only for the office.  Ms. Berthelot stated the State Board of Massage Code of Ethics, she can only do house calls out of her home. 

Ms. Richoux clarified that she can only do massages away from her home.

Speaking in favor:
Ray Brady, 61 River Park Drive.  Mr. Brady stated that he has no complaints on what Ms. Quincee wants to do.  

Holly Matherne, 47 River Park Drive.  She stated that she and her husband have no problems with Quincee operating her office purposes out of her home.

Milton Allemand, Hahnville.  Ms. Berthelot’s driveway is probably less that 100 ft. from his driveway.  He has no problem with what she wants to do, but he has some questions for the Planning and Zoning Director.  Mr. Allemand stated that there are probably 5 businesses on River Park Drive.  Mr. Allemand stated that River Park Drive is one block, a very long block.  Mr. Allemand asked is there anything in the Code saying how many businesses can open in one block, is there any limitation?  

Mr. Wilson stated that there is none.

Mr. Allemand wanted to know if there was anything in the Code that says how many businesses would be in a block before it becomes a commercial development.

Mr. Wilson stated that a commercial development requires a rezoning action, so it may look commercial but, it wouldn’t be zoned commercial without a rezoning action.

Ms. Richoux stated that according to the home occupation permit, they are not supposed to have signage on their vehicles.

Mr. Allemand stated that most people are already in a business by the time they get to the Commission.  Most people need the Commission’s approval for income tax purposes, that’s basically the only reason they are here.  There are a lot of illegal businesses being operated out of homes, we all know that.  Mr. Allemand stated that this Committee is different from the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  He doesn’t think what a person in the neighborhood has to say should have a bearing on your decision.  As long as they are in compliance with the Code, that’s the thing that needs to be done here.  When you go before the ZBA, you’re asking them to change a law, code, rule that on the book.  For me to be in favor or for me to be against what’s going to happen in my neighborhood, everyone should have an opinion and it shouldn’t have a bearing on your decision.  If she

meets the criteria, she follows the rule, it’s in the Code saying that she can do it, give it to her.

Speaking in opposition:
None

The public hearing was closed.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:
Wilson, Charles, Derveloy, Richoux 

NAYS:
None 

ABSENT:
Hull, Babineaux, Thomas

