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Sent Via Email and USPS 

 
 
 
September 26, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Darrell Barbara 
United States Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District 
Regulatory Branch 
Post Office Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 
 
 
RE:   Permit Application Number:  MVN-2008 1920-EFF 
 Name of Applicant:  Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC 

          Post Office Box 1440, Paradis Louisiana 70080 
 
 
Dear Mr. Barbara, 
 
 
The Property Owners Association of Fashion Plantation Estates, Phase II and Phase III are writing 
to express our serious concerns and opposition regarding the proposed development of the 
Fashion Trace residential subdivision.   
 
We would first like to note that although the names are similar, Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC 
and Fashion Plantation Estates Property Owners Association are different entities with drastically 
opposing interests with regard to this development. 
 
As residents of the neighborhood we are fearful of the impact that this new development will have 
on our community.  We believe that this proposal is a poor fit for the site and we intend to appeal 
if a development permit is approved.   
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We feel that the development of the Fashion Trace residential subdivision will have an immediate 
and direct negative impact on the Fashion Plantation Estates Community for reasons including:  
 

 Storm water runoff & drainage impact on existing infrastructure as a result of 
expansion to impervious surface area  

 Incompatibility with adjacent residential neighborhoods and wildlife habitat  
 Impact on natural areas 
 Loss of open space 
 Destruction of trees 
 Lack of disclosure by Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC prior to purchase 
 Devaluation of property in adjacent residential neighborhoods  
 Safety risks from increased traffic, with special regard to children  
 Noise pollution caused from Highway 3127  

 
 
Of the hydrologic elements relevant to the development of the Fashion Trace residential 
subdivision, the most important is storm runoff.  Modifications of the land surface as a result to the 
proposed development will produce changes in both the magnitude and the type of runoff 
processes.  It is expected that the primary hydrologic effect from the proposed development will 
be the loss of water storage in the soil column from the existing 11.65 acres of bottomland 
hardwood wetland forested area, therefore placing the existing residential developments of 
Fashion Plantation Estates Phases I, II, and III, which are already vulnerable to flooding 
implications, at further risk.   
 

Posted on our website (www.FashionPlantation.org/FashionTraceOpposition) are some pictures taken 
on August 17, 2008 that illustrate the area's susceptibility to flooding with the existing drainage 
infrastructure, which is comprised primarily of gravity drainage ditches and subsurface culverts.  

 
 
We feel very strongly that further analysis is required by the USACE, LA DEQ and St. Charles Parish 
to determine the negative effects this development might have on the adjacent infrastructure of 
Fashion Plantation Estates Phases I, II, and III.  As concerned residents of Fashion Plantation 
Estates we believe that it is imperative that that flood risk is taken into account at all stages of this 
planning process to avoid inappropriate development in areas which are already at risk of flooding.   

 
Also posted to our website, are maps that illustrate these conditions. 

 
 
In addition to the important reasons stated above, we also feel that we were not properly informed 
of the intentions of Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC with regards to future developments such as 
Fashion Trace, specifically the wetlands. 
 
The POA was made aware of the Joint Public Notice dated August 18, 2008, on Sunday, August 24, 
2008.  That night, the POA held and emergency, impromptu meeting to discuss the notice.  Over 
120 people were in attendance after only being notified of the meeting earlier that day.  
Considering we currently have 100 houses inhabited, the attendance was overwhelming.  It was 
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also an impressive display of unity and the intensity of our concern and opposition to the 
development of Fashion Trace. 
 
At the meeting, I asked those in attendance if anyone was informed, verbally or in writing, of the 
intention to develop Fashion Trace by Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC. prior to purchasing their 
property.  Everyone’s response was, no.  Some residents even stated that they specifically asked 
the owner of Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC, Mr. Ray Matherne, about the possibility of developing 
the very wetlands this project is proposed to reside on.  The response they received was that 
because it is considered wetlands, it could not be developed.  When asked if they were willing to 
testify under oath, they also responded, yes. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the overwhelming opinion of those in attendance was that we 
OPPOSE this project.  A petition opposing this project was presented at the meeting, signed by all 
attendees and it attached. 
 
As you review Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC's proposal, we would like to thank you in advance 
for considering the concerns of the Fashion Plantation Estates community.  We urge you to please 
reject Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC's permit application and strongly consider the residents of 
Fashion Plantation Estates.  
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Bobby Landeche 
Fashion Plantation Estates 
Phase II & III, POA President 
Phone:  (504) 469-0954 
 



Petition in Objection to Permit Application for: Fashion Trace Residential Subdivision, St. Charles Parish Page 1 of __ 
Name of Applicant: Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC  
Permit Application Number: MVN-2008-1920-EFF 
WQC Application Number: JP-080814-03 

PETITION IN OBJECTION TO: 

Permit Application for: Fashion Trace Residential Subdivision, St. Charles Parish 

Name of Applicant: Fashion Plantation Estates, LLC 

Permit Application Number: MVN-2008-1920-EFF 

WQC Application Number: JP-080814-03 

PETITION TO THE New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Environmental Services 

We, the undersigned, Residents and property owners of Fashion Plantation 
Phase II and Phase III  

draw the attention of the  New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Environmental Services 

to the following:  
THAT We, the residents and property owners of Fashion 

Plantation Phase II and Phase III object to the 
proposed Fashion Trace Residential Subdivision.  The 
proposed project will have a direct negative impact on 
the Fashion Plantation Estates Community for the 
following reasons: 

o Impact to wildlife and their habitat, e.g. Bald 
Eagles 

o Loss of wetlands and other habitat 
o Storm water runoff and drainage impact on 

existing infrastructure 
o Noise pollution from Highway 3127 
o Safety risks from increased traffic, with special 

regard to children 

THEREFORE, your petitioners 
request the 

New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Environmental Services 

To Deny the permit application. 
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