St. Charles Parish		Planning Board of Commissioners		August 4, 2011
						Minutes

Mr. Booth:  The last item on the agenda tonight is PZO-2011-13 requested by Councilman Paul J. Hogan for an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances, Appendix A, Section VI.D.[I]. 1.c, Special Permit Uses in the M-1 Zoning District to allow cemeteries as a Special Permit Use, yes sir, Mr. Hogan.

Thank you Chairman. The ordinance is very simple as it states. This is to allow cemeteries with a minimum of one acre upon receiving a recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission and an ordinance granting approval by the Parish Council. Right now the current codes are very restrictive on cemeteries, where you can put cemeteries. Allowing it under this particular zoning district and with a special permit will allow another avenue for individuals or churches that have property as such to be able to put a cemetery.  Antioch Baptist Church in Des Allemands right now, this will directly help to do that.  Right now they have a piece of property next to their church that is zoned M-1, in order for them to get a cemetery under the current code, they would have to rezone their property to Open Land which would be a spot zoning which is not allowed by the code and then come and get a special use permit for it in the Open Land district.  This would allow under special use permit and in the M-1 zoning district that they currently have.  M-1 districts normally don’t affect anyone around because M-1’s are industrial land and relatively isolated. It’s not going to be next to someone’s house, compared to trying to put it in a residential zoning district, which you don’t want to put it next to people.  So it’s a win-win and I ask for your support.

Mr. Booth:  Yes sir. A couple of questions.  This ordinance was here before and I think it has been changed just minor to make other people in the Council happy.  

Mr. Hogan:  This was brought to the Council a meeting or two ago and we took out the part that originally had said with public access at all times.  It previously had read cemeteries with public access at times with the minimum size of one acre. We took that part out.

Mr. Booth:  Good.

Mr. Hogan: And then it went up for the vote with the Council, we were 2 members shy that night and we had a vote of 5-2. I came back, we fixed it.

Mr. Booth:  I think the confusion last time, the church didn’t understand it and I think you’ve explained it to them and I think they are happy.

Mr. Hogan:  Yes, I explained it and he wasn’t sure if it was going to hurt or help him and it absolutely helps him.  It’s nothing other than it gives him an easier avenue to get the cemetery that they desire.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you for your efforts.

Mr. Hogan:  No problem.

Mr. Booth:  Any other questions or comments?  Yes sir.

Mr. Foster:  The last time Mr. Hogan was up here, the pastor of that church that wanted the cemetery was up here, and I spoke with that pastor actually today and he has no problems with it, he didn’t fully understand it last time, but since he does understand it, he has no problem at all with it now.  It is good and it will save a lot of paperwork and it will be easier for a church to get a cemetery if they need one.

Mr. Booth:  Great, thanks.  Any other questions or comments?  Ok, let’s cast our vote.

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Clulee, Perry

Mr. Booth:  That passes unanimous, a recommendation to the Council for their action.

