St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
October 2, 2008


Minutes


PZO-2008-18 requested by Paul J. Hogan, PE, Councilman, District IV for an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances Appendix C, Section IV. Design Standards, E. Miscellaneous, 2. Traffic Control Signs and Signals. 

Mr. Hogan:  Before I get on this one here, when you took up PZO-2008-17, I had made a request to make it where the Commission would make a recommendation on the special use permit and then it would go to the Council for it’s approval and you didn’t take that up.  I’d like for you before you leave tonight to reconsider your vote on that, make a motion to make it where you make a recommendation on that and then it goes to Council for the final approval.

Mr. Clulee:  Mr. Chairman, we’ve already voted on it.

Mr. Becnel:  As far as I’m concerned, it’s a closed issue at this time.

Mr. Hogan:  The Commission has the authority to reconsider their vote.

Mr. Becnel:  I can’t speak for everyone else.  Ms. Marousek.

Ms. Marousek:  I think that you could bring that issue up at the Council meeting.  I don’t know if they have the authority at this point to open that back up.

Mr. Becnel:  Anyone to speak in favor of PZO-2008-18.

Mr. Hogan:  The subdivision regulations do not provide for a standard dead-end barricade to be placed by the developer prior to dedication to the parish.  If you look at these pictures, picture one shows the proposed standard barricade for a subdivision.  If you flip through to the next pages, you’ll see the different varieties and styles of barricades that are put up in various locations and there is nothing consistent about it.  Some are as simple as drive some 4x4 in the ground and put up a guard rail, which doesn’t meet the requirements of the manual of the uniform traffic control devices and puts the parish at risk with liability issues should someone drive through a non-standard barricade.  Many do not meet the standards for the requirements for barricades, they place the parish at risk should someone get injured at a substandard barricade.  This ordinance provides for a standard to be used at all dead end streets dedicated to the parish.  The ordinance also provides for standard details for streets signs.  The parish in the past has accepted 6 inch panels with 4 inch letters, 8 inch panels with 6 inches letters, aluminum panels, fiberglass panels, signs with borders, signs without borders.  This ordinance defines a standard street sign detail, it states that sign shall be aluminum with 6 inch white lettering on green background with no border.  If you look at the very last page, there is an example of the standard sign that would be required during the development.  It’s an 8 inch tall panel, with 6 inch letter sitting on top of a round post.

Mr. Foster:  Do we have 2 different size street signs?  Is that what you are saying?

Mr. Hogan: That’s correct.  If you ride through the parish, you’ll notice that some are 6 inch tall panels and some are 8 inch tall panels.  Right now the parish ordinance would require that it would be in conformance with manual and uniform traffic control devices.  The manual requires that the signs on a 25 mph or less street be 6 inch tall panels and signs on a collector or highway would be 8 inch tall panels.  You could use an 8 inch panel on a 25 mph street, but it’s not required per the manual.  All this is doing is say that we are going to use a 8 inch panel with a 6 inch letter that will be uniformed so that when you drive on any street, you’re going to see an 8 inch panel.  It’s to make things uniform.

Mr. Becnel:  Are fluorescent letters required as well? Fluorescent letters where at night when the vehicular lights would hit it.

Mr. Hogan:  The way they actually make these signs, there are two ways.  They will either use a white reflective tape on an aluminum panel and then it will have a green mask out, the portion except for the letters, so you’ll see the reflective letters on the white panel.  Or they will make a green panel that’s non reflective and put reflective light lettering on it, so you’ll end up with the same.  

Mr. Gibbs:  The existing street signs that don’t conform, will we have to replace them, or is this going forward.

Mr. Hogan:  This strictly has to do with developments.  It’s up to the parish when they replace a street sign, I would like to see them get in the habit of going with the same thing so in the end all street signs in the parish will be the same height.

Mr. Becnel:  The cost should be minimal.  Anyone else wishing to speak in favor?  Anyone wishing to speak in opposition?  Commission discussion.

Mr. Foster:  I would like to have a street sign on my street.  Every time they put one, someone steals it.

Mr. Becnel:  Please cast your vote.

YEAS:

Wolfe, Gibbs, Becnel, Dufrene, Foster, Clulee

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Booth

Mr. Becnel:  That passes unanimously.

