PZR-2005-26 requested Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans for a change of zoning classification from OL to R-1M on a portion of Almedia or Patterson Plantation (Either 172 L & G Lane or 10664 River Road), St. Rose, La. Council District 5

Gerard Victor, Special Counsel Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans, temporarily displaced now living at 3120 Madera Drive, Baton Rouge.  Mr. Victor extended thanks and gratitude from Marcia St. Martin, Director of the Sewerage and Water Board,  Lynn Kobet, director of administrative services, mike Lacorte, Personnel, and the Architectural planner, Mr. Cliff James.

Robert Jackson, currently residing 11101 Wagner Road, Baton Rouge.  Mr. Jackson stated that the property in question has been owned since 1954.  The workers are men and women, mothers and fathers, church goers.  These workers are unsung heroes.  They are still in desert tents and on cots.  They want to provide them with temporary shelter.  The Sewerage and Water Board donated land for recreation purposes for the children of St. Charles Parish.  Mr. Jackson stated that we are asking now for your support.  The playground will remain intact.  There has never been any intention to remove IMTT playground.

Bryan Ferrera, stated that he is also displaced from New Orleans and he commutes to Baton Rouge everyday.  The property is currently zoned OL and they need to rezone to R-1M.  Mr. Ferrera stated the intent is to only allow New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board employees to stay there  It was never the intent to remove the playground or the ball field.  The trees will also stay intact.  The zoning requested is to allow travel trailers.  Mr. Ferrera stated that the character of the land has changed.  The land to the west allows manufactured homes and the land to the east allows manufacturing.  They believe that rezoning will not change the traffic flow.  They will supply bus service at peak travel time.  There is no intent to adverse public facilities.  The recreation facilities will not be affected.  They intend to use the stores in the area.  He believes that the recreational vehicle park will serve as a buffer for what is there now.  The proposed change will not be arbitrary or capricious.  This is not spot zoning.  Asking for the Commission to do what is right.  It may not be popular, but it is right.

Mr. Poche asked who will manage the people.

Mr. Herrera stated that they will hire a site manager 

Mr. Poche stated that if FEMA manages they can’t turn anyone away.

Mr. Herrera stated that they would like to use IST to manage the outfit like it is done in Algiers.  This outfit normally respond to forest fires.  They set up laundry, showers, etc.  

Speaking in favor:

None

Speaking in opposition:

Kate Harris, 152 Bertucci Lane

Dwight Harris, 152 Bertucci Lane

Bruce Ehrman 21 Holster Lane

Henry Waguespack, 220 Rue Landry

Russell Elizer, 142 Bertucci Lane

Dianne Bertucci Galatas, 142 Bertucci Lane

Craig Peterson, 121 Revel Avenue, River Ridge

Kenny Knight, 116 Oak Manor Lane

Stephen Black, 162 Oak Manor Lane

Patrice Aguillard, 116 Jane Lane

Doreen Bonura, owns Bonura Trailer Park on Anthony Drive

Sarah Marceau, 211 Madewood Drive, Destrehan

Alton Rivera, 164 Oak Manor Lane

Melanie Bordelon, 213 Riverview Drive

Joe Waguespack, 151 Oak Manor Lane

Ryan Haydel, 149 Rue Landry

Larry Sesser, Ormond Oaks, Destrehan

Greta Peterson, owned L & G Equestrian Center, St. Rose

Donald Decker, 104 Oak Manor Lane

Larry Cochran, Firechief, St. Rose

Mr. Victor rebutted.

Mr. Herrera rebutted.

Mr. Brou stated that the extra residents will impact the entire eastbank of St. Charles Parish.

Mr. Matherne read the department’s recommendation for approval if they do not impact the infrastructure.

Mr. Poche stated that after hearing Mr. Brou’s analysis, it does impact the infrastructure.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: 
Wolfe

NAYS: 
Charles, Poche, Derveloy, Bordner, Clulee

ABSENT:
Lambert

 Rezoning request denied.
