St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
March 3, 2005


PZHO-2005-08 requested by Katherine Orgeron for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Bayou Busters” – a soft shell crab business at 122 Sunshine Drive, Des Allemands, La.  Zoning District R-1AM.  Council District 4.

Katherine Orgeron, 122 Sunshine Drive, Des Allemands, LA.  Ms. Orgeron stated that she is looking to buy buster crabs from local fisherman, then selling them to restaurants.  She stated that they have  filter bed where the water filters itself.  

Mr. Derveloy asked where will the tanks be.

Ms. Orgeron stated the tanks would be in the back shed.

Mr. Derveloy asked how big are the tanks.

Ms. Orgeron stated that they are 4 x 8.

Mr. Bordner stated that he was at the residence and asked about shed.  He stated that he noticed a number of trucks parked on both sides of the house.

Ms. Orgeron stated that they have 2 trucks, one for her and one for her husband.  

Mr. Bordner asked if there was an apartment set up there with the two front entrances.

Ms. Orgeron stated that her daughter and son in law live on one side and they live on the other side.

Ms. Richoux asked what types of permits are required for this type of business.

Mr. Matherne stated that seafood business is a little different, the health unit won’t consider a permit until they are finished at the local level.  They need something from Wildlife and Fisheries and something from the health unit.  

Mr. Poche asked if she understood that she had to get other licenses from Wildlife and Fisheries.

Ms. Orgeron answered yes.

Mr. Hull asked would you have employees coming to home.

Ms. Orgeron stated that she would be the one doing the soft shells.

Ms. Richoux asked if you would be doing this for restaurants.

Mr. Hull stated that last year the Commission approved a softshell business in Des Allemands, similar to what Ms. Orgeron is requesting.

Mr. Bordner stated that in driving the rest of the way down Sunshine Drive, there is a number of additional homes that are being used for crabbing operations that are going on, so this is not something that would be detrimental to the neighborhood.

Speaking in favor:
Rodney Leblanc, 120 Sunshine Drive, Des Allemands, LA.  Mr. Leblanc stated he is one of the fisherman that she will be buying the crabs from the building is totally enclosed.  

Speaking in opposition:
None

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Bordner, Wolfe, Hull, Charles, Derveloy, Richoux, Poche

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
None

Home occupation request was approved.

