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INTRODUCED BY: LARRY COCHRAN, PARISH PRESIDENT

ORDINANCE NO. - 16- 12- 4

An ordinance approving the re- establishment of a Regional
Planning Commission to include the Parishes of St. Charles
and St. John the Baptist jointly with the Parishes of
Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 

Tammany, and Tangipahoa. 
WHEREAS, the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, 

St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes, is comprised of a
board of local elected officials and citizen members, appointed to

represent constituents on regional issues; and, 

WHEREAS, this board is supported by a professional staff with broad experience, 
doctorates or masters degrees, in a variety of areas including urban and
regional planning, community development, economics, engineering, 

government, history, law, landscape architecture, political science, 

sustainable development, transportation, geography and other disciplines; 
and, 

WHEREAS, full membership with the Regional Planning Commission is in the best
interest of the citizens of St. Charles, increasing opportunities for federal
and state funding sources and making available to Parish staff increased
levels of expertise; and, 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Parish Council to approved the re- establishment of a

Regional Planning Commission. 
THE ST. CHARLES PARISH COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS: 

SECTION I. 

Regional Planning Area
The regional planning area hereby established shall be comprised of the total

area of Jefferson Parish, Orleans Parish, Plaquemines Parish, St. Bernard Parish, 

St. Charles Parish, St. John the Baptist Parish, St Tammany Parish and Tangipahoa
Parish. 

There is hereby established a Regional Planning Commission in accordance with
the provisions of Act 239 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1956, as now amended by Acts
No. 114 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1966. Nos. 267 § 1 and 288 § 2 of the Louisiana

Legislature of 1968, No. 329 § 1 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1970, No. 607 § 1 of the

Louisiana Legislature of 1972, No. 112 § 1 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1973, No. 249

1 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1974, No. 132 § 1 of the Louisiana Legislature of

1978, No. 569 § 1 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1979 , No. 377 § 2 of the Louisiana

Legislature of 1984 and No. 553 § 1 of the Louisiana Legislature of 1985, for the

purposes set out in LRS 33 § 130, et seq.: 
SECTION II. 

A. Appointment. In order to carry out the purposes contained in Section 1 of this
Ordinance, there is hereby established a Regional Planning Commission which shall
consist of forty-one ( 41) members, five ( 5) each being legal residents of Jefferson
Parish, Orleans Parish, Plaquemines Parish, St Bernard Parish, St. Charles Parish, St. 
John the Baptist Parish, St Tammany Parish and Tangipahoa Parish and the director of
the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 

B. Compensation. The members of such Commission shall serve without

compensation. 

C. Composition. The membership of such Commission shall be composed of a
simple majority of appointed or elected public officials holding office in the following
municipalities and/ or parishes, namely the Parish of Jefferson, the Parish of Orleans, 
the Parish of Plaquemines, the Parish of St. Bernard, the Parish of St. Charles, the
Parish of St. John the Baptist, the Parish of St Tammany, and the Parish of Tangipahoa. 

1. The five ( 5) members from the Parish of Jefferson shall include the

following: 
a) The Parish President

b) The Council Chairman

c) A third member selected by the Parish Council, and approved by the
Parish President, from among the Mayors of the Municipalities located
within the Parish, which members shall represent the municipalities

therein located; 

d) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish, to be appointed by the Council and approved by the
Parish President. 



2. The five ( 5) members from the Parish of Orleans shall include the

following: 
a) The Mayor

b) The two ( 2) Councilmen elected from the Parish at large

c) The remaining two ( 2) members must not otherwise hold elected or

appointed office, and shall be appointed by the Mayor, with approval by
the Council. 

3. The five ( 5) members from the Parish of Plaquemines shall include the

following; 
a) The Parish President

b) The Chairman of the Parish Council

c) One ( 1) member who otherwise holds elected or appointed office in the

Parish of Plaquemines, provided same is not otherwise prohibited by law, 
to be appointed by the Parish Council. 
d) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish of Plaquemines, to be appointed by the Parish Council
and approved by the Parish President. 

4. The five members from the Parish of St. Bernard shall include the

following; 
a) The Parish President

b) Two ( 2) Council members in the Parish of St. Bernard, provided same

is not otherwise prohibited by law, to be appointed by the Parish Council
c) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish of St. Bernard to be appointed by the Parish Council. 
5. The five members from the Parish of St. Charles shall include the

following; 
a) The Parish President; 

b) Two ( 2) Council members in the Parish of St. Charles, provided same

is not otherwise prohibited by law, to be appointed by the Parish Council
c) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish of St. Charles to be appointed by the Parish Council
and approved by the Parish President. 

6. The five members from the Parish of St. John the Baptist shall include the
following; 
a. The Parish President; 

b. Two( 2) Council members in the Parish of St. John the Baptist, provided

same is not otherwise prohibited by law, to be appointed by the Parish
Council; and

c. Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed
office in the Parish of St. John the Baptist to be appointed by Parish
Council and approved by the Parish President. 

7. The Five Members from the Parish of St. Tammany shall include the
following; 
a) The Parish President

b) Two ( 2) members who must otherwise hold elected or appointive office
in the Parish of St. Tammany, provided same is not otherwise

prohibited by law, to be appointed by the Parish Council
c) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish of St. Tammany, provided same is not otherwise
prohibited by law, to be appointed by the Parish Council and approved
by the Parish President. 

8. The five members from the Parish of Tangipahoa shall include the

following: 
a) The Parish President

b) The Chairman of the Parish Council; 
c) The Mayors of the Cities of Hammond and Ponchatoula shall serve on

an annual rotating basis; 
d) Two ( 2) members who must not otherwise hold elected or appointed

office in the Parish of Tangipahoa, provided same is not otherwise

prohibited by law, to be appointed annually by the Parish President. 



D. Removal. The governing bodies of Jefferson Parish, Plaquemines Parish, St
Bernard Parish, St. Charles Parish, St. John the Baptist Parish, St. Tammany Parish
and Tangipahoa Parish may remove their respectively appointed members of the
Commission, after public hearing, for inefficiency, neglect of duty or malfeasance in
office. The chief executive of Orleans Parish may remove any of the members of the
Commission appointed by him, after public hearing, for inefficiency, neglect of duty or
malfeasants in office. 

E. The Secretary of Louisiana Department of Transportation and development
shall serve as a member of the Regional Planning Commission. 

F. Terms. Members of the Regional Planning Commission who may hold other
public offices, appointed or elected, including the Secretary of the Louisiana Department
of Transportation and Development shall serve terms co -existent with their terms of

their other public office. 

G. Terms. The successors of the Regional Planning Commission members first
appointed who do not hold any other appointed or elected public office shall be
appointed for a term of five years from and after the expiration of the terms of their
predecessors in office. 

H. Vacancies. If a vacancy occurs other than for expiration of term, the same
shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term. Such appointment shall be made

by the original appointing authority. 
SECTION III. 

The Regional Planning Commission so established shall elect a chairman from
its membership and create and fill such other of its offices as it may determine, the term
of chairman shall be one year, with eligibility for re-election. The Commission shall hold

at least one regular meeting in each month. It shall adopt rules for transaction of

business and shall keep records of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and

determinations, which records shall be public. 

SECTION IV. 

In order to carry out its functions and responsibilities, the Regional Planning
Commission may appoint such employees as it may deem necessary for its work, 
whose appointment, promotion, demotion and removal shall be subject to the same

general provisions as govern other corresponding civil employees of the parishes and
municipality cooperating to engage in regional planning. The Commission may also
contract with planning experts, engineers, architects and other consultants for such
services as it may require. The expenditures of a Commission, exclusive of those made
from funds received by gift, grants of federal, state and other such agencies, shall be
within the amounts appropriated for the purpose by the cooperating local legislative
bodies, which shall provide the funds, equipment, and accommodations necessary for
the Commission' s work. 

SECTION V. 

Upon the preparation of the regional development plan, or of any phase or

functional part thereof, or upon the preparation of an amendment or revision of the plan

or any part thereof, or upon the preparation of any extension of or addition to the plan, 
the Regional Planning Commission shall file such a plan, part of a plan, amendment, 
revision, extension or addition in the office of the state director of Public Works, and
shall transmit copies of the same to the chief administrative officers, the legislative

bodies and to the planning agencies of the parishes, municipalities or other local

governments within its area, as well as to regional planning commissions established for
adjoining areas. The Regional Planning Commission shall make copies of the regional
development plan or part of a plan available for general distribution or sale. 

SECTION VI. 

A. The Regional Planning Commission shall not be authorized to exercise the
functions of any municipal planning commission or parish planning commission, where
such are established within a regional planning area, except as hereinafter provided. 

B. In any municipality or parish located in the regional planning area as
hereinabove defined, the legislative body of the municipality or parish may designate
the Regional Planning Commission as the municipal planning commission, or the parish
planning commission, provided all requirements, if any, of the local home rule charters
are met. Upon such designation the Regional Planning Commission shall have all the
powers and functions relating to making, adopting, amending, and adding to the master
plan of the municipality or parish or part thereof, or relating to the planning of the
municipality or parish as provided or granted by Louisiana Revised Statutes 33§ 101
through § 119 inclusive or by other laws to the planning commission of the municipality
or parish; and the master plan, its parts, amendments, and additions made and adopted

by the designated commission for the municipality or parish shall have the same force



and effect in the municipality or parish as though made and adopted by a municipal
planning commission appointed by the municipality or a parish planning commission
appointed by the parish. In acting as the planning commission of the municipality or the
parish, the designated Regional Planning Commission shall follow the procedure
specified by the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes 33§ 101 through § 119

inclusive, and other laws relating to municipal or parish planning commissions. Any
municipality or parish so designating a regional planning commission as its planning
commission shall pay to the designated commission that portion of the expenses of the
designated commission which is properly chargeable to the planning service rendered
to the municipality or parish plan. 

C. In cases where a municipality or a parish has a municipal or a parish planning
commission functioning within a regional planning area, then the Regional Planning
Commission shall recommend measures for the coordination of all plans, and if

appropriate, recommend plans for adoption by the said municipal or parish planning
commission. 

SECTION VII. 

To facilitate effective and harmonious planning of the region or metropolitan area, 
all parish and municipal legislative bodies, and all parish, municipal or other local

planning agencies shall file with the Regional Planning Commission, for its information, 
all parish or municipal plans, zoning ordinances, 

official maps, building codes, subdivision regulations, or amendments or revisions or
any of them, as well as copies of their regular and special reports dealing in whole or in
part with planning matters. 

Parish or municipal legislative bodies, or parish, municipal or other local planning
agencies may also submit proposals for such plans, ordinances, maps, codes, 

regulations, amendments, or revisions, prior to their adoption, in order to afford an

opportunity to the Regional Planning Commission or its staff to study such proposals
and to render advice thereon. 

SECTION VIII. 

The Regional Planning Commission may request and accept grants of funds or
services from the federal government or any of its agencies, from the state government
or any of its agencies, or from parish, municipal or other local governments within their
planning area, or from private sources. The parishes and municipalities are hereby
authorized to appropriate funds for the purposes of the Regional Planning Commission
established for all or parts of their area. The books and accounts of the Regional

Planning Commission shall be public records open for public inspection, and shall show
the amounts and sources of all receipts and the amounts of all disbursements. 

SECTION IX. 

Members of the Commission, when duly authorized by the Commission, may
attend planning conferences or meetings or planning institutes or hearings upon
pending planning legislation, and the Commission may, by resolution, pay the
reasonable traveling expenses incident to such attendance. When so directed and
authorized by the Regional Planning Commission, members thereof who hold no other
elected or appointed office may be paid a per diem of fifty dollars each for attendance at
regular or specially called meetings of the full Commission or the executive committee
thereof in no event to exceed two such meetings per month , i. e. in no event is payment

of a total per diem per such member to exceed one hundred dollars per month, payable

out of the funds of the Regional Planning Commission. 
All public officials shall, upon request, fumish to the Commission, within a

reasonable time, such available information as it may require for its work. The

Commission, its members, officers, and employees, in the performance of their

functions, may enter upon any land and make examinations and surveys and place and
maintain necessary monuments and marks thereon. In general, the Commission shall
have such powers as may be necessary to enable it to fulfill its functions, promote
planning, and in all respects carry out the purposes of this ordinance. 



SECTION X. 

The boundaries of the regional planning area hereby established are to be
comprised of the total area of Jefferson Parish, Orleans Parish, Plaquemines Parish, St. 

Bernard Parish, St. Charles Parish, St. John the Baptist Parish, St. Tammany Parish, 
and Tangipahoa Parish. 

SEVERABILITY: 

If any provision of this ordinance shall be held to be invalid, such invalidity shall
not affect other provisions herein which can be given effect without the invalid provision

and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 
That the Parish President is hereby authorized to execute said agreement on

behalf of St. Charles Parish. 

The foregoing ordinance having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was
as follows: 

YEAS: BENEDETTO, WILSON, CLULEE, GIBBS, WOODRUFF, BELLOCK, 

FLETCHER

NAYS: HOGAN

ABSENT: FISHER - PERRIER

And the ordinance was declared adopted this 12th day of December_, 2016, 

to become effective five ( 5) days after publication in the Official Journal. 
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