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INTRODUCED BY: V.J. 8T. PIERRE, JR., PARISH PRESIDENT
{CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER}

ORDINANCE NO. 14-10-10
An ordinance to approve and authorize the
execution of a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement
between St Charles Parish and the Sunset
Drainage District to define the respective rights,
duties, responsibilities, and liabilities.

WHEREAS, the PARISH and the DISTRICT have joint responsibility for providing
adequate drainage and comprehensive flood control protection for the
lives and property of its citizens within their territorial jurisdictions; and,

WHEREAS, Atticle VI, Section 14(C) of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 provides in
part that, "For a public purpose, the state and its political subdivisions or
political corporations may engage in cooperative endeavors with each
other, with the United States or ifs agencies, or with any public or private
association, corporation, or individual”: and,

WHEREAS, the PARISH, acting through the Parish Council for 8t. Charles Parish, has
constitutional and statutory authority for establishing, acquiring,
constructing, improving, extending, and maintaining drainage and flood
control projects within its territory and to cooperate with and enter into
cooperative endeavor agreements and arrangements with other political
subdivisions and drainage districts for drainage and flood control projects
with the power to enter into maintenance agreements to maintain
drainage and flood control structures and levees; and,

WHEREAS, the DISTRICT is a legislatively created local political subdivision drainage
district of the State of Louisiana with the statutory authority to contract,
including cooperative endeavor agreements, for the construction,
operation, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of any
drainage and flood control project; and,

WHEREAS, this Agreement will be mutually beneficial to the parties in the furtherance
of their respective statutory purposes, duties, and authorities, and each
party expects to receive benefits for the themselves and the public at least
equal to the costs and responsibililies undertaken pursuant to this
Agreement; and,

WHEREAS, the PARISH assumed the governing authority of the DISTRICT and itis in
the public’s best interest that the assets be transferred and the authority
to act on behalf of the DISTRICT be provided to the PARISH: and,

WHEREAS, the purposes of the Agreement is to define the respective rights, duties,
responsibilities and liabilities between the PARISH and the DISTRICT
assumed under this Agreement with respect o the "PROJECT".

THE ST. CHARLES PARISH COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS: ‘

SECTION L. That the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between St. Charles
Parish and Sunset Drainage District to define the respective rights, duties,
responsibilities, and liabilities of both parties is hereby approved and accepted.

SECTION II. That the Parish President is hereby authorized to execute said
Coaoperative Endeavor Agreement on behalf of St. Charles Parish.

The foregoing ordinance having been submitted o a vote, the vote thereon was
as follows:

YEAS: SCHEXNAYDRE, LEWIS, WILSON, BENEDETTO, HOGAN, COCHRAN
FISHER-PERRIER
NAYS: NONE

ABSENT: WOODRUFF, FLETCHER

And the ordinance was declared adopted this _6th day of _October | 2014,
to become effective five (5} days after publication in the Official Journal.

DLVD/PARISH PRESIDENT: (O ~ -
APPROVED: DISRPPROVED:
PARISH PRESIDENT: ij’e pi

RETD/SECRETARY: 1.3 4

}
AT: Q:DQFI’V\ recoay: - T/




COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT
BY AND BETWEEN
ST. CHARLES PARISH
AND
SUNSET DRAINAGE DISTRICT

THIS AGREEMENT entered into and on the date hereinafter written by and between:

ST. CHARLES PARISH, a local political subdivision of
the State of Louisiana, with its domicile parish seat at
Hahnville, Louisiana, represented herein by V. J. St. Pierre,
Jr., its President duly authorized by wvote  of its Parish
Council dated 10-6-14 | attached hereto and made a
part hereof, hereinafter sometimes referred to as
“PARISH;” and,

The SUNSET DRAINAGE DISTRICT, a drainage
district authorized by the laws of the State of Louisiana
with its primary business domicile in Hahnville, Louisiana
in St. Charles Parish, represented herein by Julia Fisher
Perrier, its President of the Board of Comumissioners, duly
authorized by resolution of its Board of Commissioners
dated 10-6~14 attached hereto and made a part
hereof, hereinafter sometimes referred to as “DISTRICT.”

WITNESSETH THAT:

WHEREAS, the PARISH and the DISTRICT have joiht responsibility for
providing adequate drainage and comprehensive flood control protection for the lives and
property ofits citizens within their territorial jurisdictions; and,

WHEREAS, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 14( C) of the LOUISIANA
CONSTITUTION OF 1974 provides in part that, © ,For a public purpose, the state and
its political subdivisions or political corporations may engage in cooperative endeavors
with each other, with the United States or iis agencies, or with any public or private
association, corporation, or individual; “and,

WHEREAS, the PARISH, acting through the Parish Council for St. Charles
Parish, has constitutional and statutory authority for establishing; acquiring, constructing,
improving, extending, and maintaining drainage and flood control projects within its
territory and to cooperate with and enter into cooperative endeavor agreements and
arrangements with other political subdivisions and drainage districts for drainage and
flood control projects with the power to enter into maintenance agreements to maintain
drainage and flood contro!l structures and levees; and,
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WHEREAS, the DISTRICT is a legislatively created local political subdivision
drainage district of the State of Louisiana with the statutory authority to contract,
including cooperative endeavor agreements, for the construction, operation, maintenance,
repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of any drainage and flood control project; and,

WHEREAS, this Agreement will be mutually beneficial to the parties in the
furtherance of their respective statutory purposes, duties, and authorities, and each party
expects to receive benefits for the themselves and the public at least equal to the costs and
responsibilities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement; and,

WHEREAS, the PARISH assumed the governing authority of the DISTRICT and
it is in the public’s best interest that the assets be transferred and the authority to act on
behalf of the DISTRICT be provided to the PARISH; and,

WHEREAS, the purposes of the Agreement is to define the respective rights,
duties, responsibilities and liabilities between the PARISH and the DISTRICT assumed
under this Agreement with respect to the “PROJECT;” and,

WHEREAS, the PARISH and the DISTRICT have the complete legal
authority and capacity to enter into the terms of this Agreement; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and mutually dependent
covenanis contained herein, the parties agree to the following:

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose and intent of the Agreement is to authorize the PARISH to
administer, manage, fund, implement, operate, maintain, provide, utilize, police,
repair, replace, construct, and or rehabilitate earthen levees, bulkheads,
embankments, canals, floodwalls, floodgates, temporary pumps, pumping stations
and associated buildings and any servitudes or easements associated with these
items located within the Sunset Drainage District on behalf of the DISTRICT
without requiring approval of the DISTRICT.

All DISTRICT monetary assets, property, rights-of-way, servitudes, buildings,
structures, equipment, personnel are hereby transferred to the PARISH in
exchange for the services and funding provided by PARISH in the furtherance of

purpose and intent of this agreement.

ARTICLE IT - AUDIT AND MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS

A. The PARISH, on behalf of the DISTRICT, shall keep books, records,
documents, and other evidenee pertaining to the costs and expenses incurred
pursuant to this Agreement according to laws of the State of Louisiana;
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ARTICLE ITI1 - HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNIFICATION

A. The PARISH assumes full responsibility for the performance of its obligations
under this Agreement and any future Agreement(s) or Amendments to the
Project; The PARISH relieves the DISTRICT for any of its responsibilities
while implementing this Project other than those obligations specifically
undertaken by the DISTRICT except for any damages arising from the
obligations undertaken by the DISTRICT, its appointed officials, employees,
agents, representatives and contractors.

B. The PARISH shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the DISTRICT, its
appointed officials, employees, agents, representatives and contractors, from
and against any and all claims, demands, suits under law, causes of action,
losses or liabilities of every kind, character and nature and shall pay in full
any judgment, including any attorney fees, costs and legal interest, which may
be rendered against the DISTRICT on account of the injuries to or death of
any persons, or damage to any property of others, arising or allegedly arising
out of or in any way connected with or in concert upon the performance by the
DISTRICT, its appointed officials, employees, agents, representatives and
contractors, of its obligations within this Agreement, except for those claims,
demands, causes of action, losses or liabilities resulting from the sole or
concurrent negligence of the DISTRICT. '

ARTICLE IV- COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS

In acting pursuant to the rights and obligation set forth throughout this
Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, the parties shall comply with all applicable
federal, state and local laws, ordinances and regulations including but not limited
to Louisiana Public Bid Law (La. R.S. 38:2211, et seq.)

ARTICLE V- PERSONS NOT TO BENEFIT

No elected or appointed public official shall be permitted to personally benefit
from this Agreement.

ARTICLE VI- APPLICABLE LAW

This Agrcement shall be governed by and interpreted to the laws of the State of
Louisiana and the ordinances of St. Charles Parish. The parties agree and consent
to the jurisdiction of the state court within St. Charles Parish, State of Louisiana
and the appellate court assigned to hear matters from St. Charles Parish. The
parties agree to all actions and proceedings arising out of this Agreement shall be
litigated in the District Court for St. Charles Parish.
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ARTICLE VII- SEVERABILITY AND SURVIVAL OF THE AGREEMENT

Each provision of this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement is severable from the
other provisions. Should any provision of the Agreement be found invalid or
unenforceable, then the provision or its part thereof, in question or contested shall
be ineffective only to the extent required by law, without invalidating the
remainder of the provision or the remainder of the other provisions found in this
Agreement or the Agreement, itself. To the extent permitted by law, any provision
found to be invalidate or unenforceable, then that provision shall be redrawn to
the extent necessary to render it valid or enforceable consistent with the intent of
the parties as demonstrated throughout this Agreement.

ARTICLE VIII- ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Agreement and any exhibits attached to this Agreement shall constitute the
entire agreement between the parties pertaining to the subject matter of this
Agreement. This Agreement supersedes any and all prior and contemporaneous
written and oral agreements or understandings between the Parties. Except as
otherwise provided within this Agreement, the terms and conditions may not be
amended, superseded, terminated or altered except by agreement evidenced by
written instrument signed by both Parties, authorized and approved by certified
copies of resolutions by the St. Charles Parish Council and the Sunset Drainage
District Board of Commissioners.

ARTICLE X-TERMINATION FOR CAUSE

A. Either party may terminate this Agreement for cause based upon the failure of the
other party to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in this or any future
Agreement. Provided, however, that the party seeking to terminate the
Agreement, shall give the other party in noncompliance written notice specifying
the failure to comply. If within thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice, the
party in noncompliance shall not have either corrected the failure or proceeded
diligently to complete the correction, the party seeking termination may, at its
option, place the non-complying party in default and the Agreement shall
terminate on the date specified in the notice.

B. Any termination of this Agreement shall not relieve the parties of liability for any
obligation previously incurred.

C. Should the DISTRICT cause this Agreement to be terminated, then the
DISTRICT SHALL reimbursed the PARISH for any capital outlay or capital
expenses (less depreciation) associated with the implementation or in the
executing of this Agreement and expenses associated with the termination of this
agreement; after reimbursement has been received by PARISH the DISTRICT
will assume control and ownership of any equipment purchased and any
improvements made in furtherance of the purpose of this agreement;
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ARTICLE XI- TERMINATION WITHOUT CAUSE

Any party may terminate this Agreement without cause or for any reason by giving the
other party ninety (90) days written notice in which such notice shall state the date of the
party's termination of or withdrawal from this Agreement. The date of termination or
withdrawal from this Agreement in the notice shall not be shorter than the ninety (90)
days from the date of the notice. The terminating party SHALL reimburse the other party
for any capital outlay or capital expenses (less depreciation) associated with the
implementation or in the executing of this Agreement and expenses associated with the
termination of this agreement; after reimbursement has been received by opposite party
the terminating party will assume control and ownership of any equipment purchased and
any improvements made in furtherance of the purpose of this agreement;

il.

iii.

v,

Vi.

vii.

ARTICLE IX- MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS

All the provisions of this Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be
binding upon the Parties, their heirs, successors and assigns;

The Parties mutually agree that the PARISH has the authority to execute any
and all agreements as may be necessary or expedient in the furtherance of the
affairs of the DISTRICT having been authorized by the and approved by the
St. Charles Parish Council and the Sunset Drainage District Board of
Commissioners, as evidenced by certified copies of the resolutions of the
Council and the District;

The Agreement shall become effective by the execution and signing by the
Parties below after having been approved by the St. Charles Parish Council
and the Sunset Drainage District Board of Commissioners, evidenced by
certified copies of their respective resolutions;

Except as otherwise provided above, this Agreement shall remain in effect
until termination by written mutual consent of all parties in writing evidenced
by the resolutions of the St. Charles Parish Council and the Sunset Drainage
District;

Any borrow material excavated from Lot 761 [also known as Fractional Ten
(10) in Township 14 South, Range 20 East, Parish of St. Charles, State of
Louisiana containing Two Hundred Eighty-Five and 60/100 (285.60) acres,
more or less] that is 1) determine to be useful in the construction of flood
protection infrastructure shall only be utilized in the construction and/or
improvement of flood protection infrastructure within the boundary of the
Sunset Drainage District in perpetuity, and 2) determined to be non-useable
for in the construction and/or improvement of flood protection infrastructure
within the boundary of the Sunset Drainage District but useable for any other
purpose shall require approval for its use by the DISTRICT.

The use of Lot 761 for any purpose of other than providing borrow material as
previously specified shall require approval for such use by the DISTRICT.
The Cooperative Endeavor Agreement may be executed in multiple originals.
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THUS S
represen
2014, in
and toge
of St. Ch

SIGNATUK

IGNED AND EXECUTED, in St. Charles Parish, by the duly authorized
tative of St. Charles Parish, State of Louisiana on this £ day of October,
the presence of the undersigned witnesses, who having signed their names,
ther with me, Notary, witnessed the signature of the authorized representative

\arles Parish.

E ST CHHARLES PARISH
- BY J

S~ |
D V.J. ST.PIERRE, JR.

\ ‘ PRESIDENT
G)v’ux &, | . PO By %29

Print‘Namei and Address Laf%es, LA 70069
/

Witness |
e POBs92 5L P, (4 Tes7

Print Name/and Address _

R o
NOTARY PUBLIC

o e € . \/—-:;\

Name and Address
e 2 v
Notarial Number

~Bar Number if applicable
Commission expires:
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THUS DONE AND EXECUTED, in the Parish of SkCharfe s
State of Louisiana, by the duly authom?ed representatlve of Sunset Drainage
District, State of Louisiana, on this §14 day of Ochber , 2014, in the presence
of the undersigned witnesses, who having signed their names, together with me,
Notary, and after having witnessed the signature of the representative of the Sunset
Drainage District.

k3

SUNSET DRAINAGE DISTRICT

-

SIGNATURE:

Q Julia
PRESIDEN'I
Vifness, .~ \
W\\@M?\ P.o. oy 0L
Print Name 2(@1 Address: ﬂﬂ'\m'-lkj U001
[ Wlavte R ot eﬂd‘
itness

Valocie R e rdfelof P.0.Cox 302
Print Name and Address: = Fhehnvill Ua 90657

A

NOTARY PUBLIC
= & ~."\_
Name and Address
DU E Ll T
Notarial Number

Bar Number if applicable

Commission exi)ires:
d i r

T e e .
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ST. CHARLES PARISH
PAUL J. HOGAN, PE

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE, DIVISION B

P.0. BOX 302 » HAHNYILLE, LOUISIANA 70057
(985) 783-5000 e Fax: (985) 783-2067
www.stcharlesparish-la.gov

January 23, 2019

Honorable Larry Cochran
St. Charles Parish President
P.O. Box 302

Hahnville, LA 70057

Parish President Cochran:

At the Hurricane Protection Projects Committee meeting held on January 22, 2019,
it was learned that a plan has not been developed to address any low spots in the Sunset
Drainage District (SDD) as requested in the attached letter. We also learned that no call
has been made on what is to be considered a low spot needing to be addressed. This is
in lieu of the requirement to maintain the levee at the grades that existed when the SDD
entered into the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Parish.

| was glad to hear at the meeting that a new ground survey will be conducted to
obtain an accurate ground elevation survey to compare to the ground elevation survey
taken in 2013. This however, is two to three months away from being conducted per what
we were told. Three months puts us at the beginning of May which is just one month
ahead of hurricane season. If nothing is done with respect to developing a plan until after
the survey is conducted, this does not provide enough time for a plan to be developed
and low areas to be raised prior to the upcoming hurricane season. A plan of action
needs to be developed now and put on the shelf for when it is needed. The survey that
is to be conducted needs to be expedited so that any areas needing to be addressed can
be found, the plan pulled off the shelf, and the plan immediately put into action.

The plan needs to be analogous to the following:

1. A decision needs to be made on the minimum elevation that any portion of the
levee will be allowed to sink to before action is taken to raise the levee.
a. 6 elevation on Petit Lake Des Allemands (Mud Lake)?
b. 5’ elevation on Grand Bayou?
2. Identify areas which fall below the minimum elevation.
3. Use clay only from a Corp approved borrow pit when raising the low areas back
the “minimum elevation + foot” to account for future settlement.
4. In the areas that are to be raised, place the clay in in accordance with the Corps
of Engineers levee construction requirements.



January 23, 2019
27d Page

Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

aul J. Hogaﬁ, ember

(Sunset Drainage District Governing Authority)

PJH/MI243:ag

Attachments

CC:

Sunset Drainage District Governing Authority Members

Mr. Donald Henry, Lafourche Basin Levee District Executive Director
w/attachments :

Mr. Ignacic Harrouch, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA)
w/attachments

Mr. Clayton Faucheux, Public Works/\Wastewater Director w/attachments

Mr. Sam Scholle, St. Charles Parish Senior Project Manager w/attachments

Mr. Mark Roberts, Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. w/attachments

Ms. Anna Thibodaux, Herald-Guide w/attachments

Mr. Nick Reimann, The Advocate w/attachments

Mr. lvy Chauvin, Assistant Executive Director, LBLD



ST. CHARLES PARI
PAUL J. HOGAN, PE

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE, DIVISION B

P.O. BOX 302 « HAHNVILLE. LOUISIANA 70057
(985) 783-3000 = [ax: (985) 783-2067
www.steharlesparish-la.gov

October 31, 2018

Honarable Larry Cochran
St, Charles Parish President
P.O. Box 302

Hahnville, LA 70057

E L

| "’% m@%

Parish President Cochran:

I received and have reviewed the attached letter dated October 22, 2018 sent to you from
the Lafourche Basin Levee District (LBLD) in response to the attached letter, which | had sent to
you, which you then forwarded to LBLD. The information provided explains véry well how the
Sunset Drainage District (SDD) levee system will be incorporated into the Upper Barataria Risk
Reduction project which we hope comes to fruition at some point in time. This project is
desperately nesded and would result in providing an increase to the level of protection to the SDD
whenever it would be implemented.

In the letter | sent you however, my concern was with the level of protection that is currently
being provided to the SDD at this point in time, not the level of protection from this proposed future
project. St. Charles Parish (SCP), though a cooperative erideavor agreement it has with the SDD,
is responsible for maintaining the SDD levees. As I explained in my letter, my concer is the loss
in the level of flood protection provided to the SDD as a result of levee settlement which has taken
place since the time the CEA was entered into on October 8, 2014. Since that time, the only work
provided by SCP to the levee system through the CEA has been the cutting of grass (grass cutting
performed by the Lafourche Basin Levee District as a result of the CEA betwesn SCP and the
LBLD).

As | noted in my letter, the elevations recently taken on the crown of the levee shows that
the levee has settled along Petit Lake Des Allemands (PLDA) by over 0.5’ along most of this
stretch with some settlément at greater amounts, the greatest being 1,3, Settlement along the
section along Grand Bayou from Highway 90 to the LA 306 bridge showed several reaches having
settlement over 0.5" with the greatest being 1.4’ in one area. This settlement has resulted in the
8DD being put at a greater risk of having its levees overtopped now than before SCP assumed
responsibility for maintaining the SDD leves system. The settlement that is being experienced is
an ongoing issue. As a result, the level of protection to the SDD is constantly decreasing.

There is a minimum elevation that needs to be determined along the PLDA levee and as
well as along Grand Bayou leves that SCP will not allow these levees to go below. [t will be nearly
impossible to access areas where these levees are being overtopped during a storm event to try
and stop the overtopping at that time. Therefore, when these levees go below the minimum levee
elevations which are deemed to be reasonable, SCP needs to have a plan in place to bring the
crown of these levees back up to these elevations in addition to some freeboard added to the
elevation to account for future settlement.



October 31, 2018
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There needs to be a minimum level of protection that will be maintained along Grand
Bayou and along PLDA (which abuts open water) as part of the CEA which is independent of the
UBRR project. As stated in my letter, a plan needs to be put in place to maintain the PLDA levee
at a minimum elevation (an elevation of at least 6.0" should be sufficient) and the section along
Grand Bayou from Highway 90 to the LA 306 bridge at a minimum elevation (an elevation no less
than 5.0’ should be sufficient).

The other concern presented in my lstter to you was that of the elevation of Highway 90
at the Paradis Canal. This was not addressed by SCP as requested in the letter sent to you. The
elevation of the highway at this location is such that it has the potential of going under water during
a storm event causing water to flow into the SDD at this location. The highway needs to be raised
at this location to the preliminary DFIRM elevation of 5.0" plus 1’ of freeboard in order for the levee
to be tied into the raised highway. This will eliminate the two issues that exist at this location.

Please have these concerns reviewed and provide the Governing Authority of the SDD
with a response to these concerns and SCP’s plans with respect to having them both addressed.

Sincerghy

aul J. Hoga@/ PE, Member
(Sunset Drainage District Governing Authority)

PJH/MI243:ag
Attachments

cc: Sunset Drainage District Governing Authority Members
Mr. Donald Henry, Lafourche Basin Levee District Executive Director w/attachments
Mr. Ignacio Harrouch, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) w/attachments
Mr. Clayton Faucheux, Public Works/Wastewater Director w/attachments
Mr. Sam Scholle, St. Charles Parish Senior Project Manager w/attachments
Mr. Mark Roberts, Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. w/attachments
Ms. Anna Thibodaux, Herald-Guide w/attachments
Mr. Nick Reimann, The Advocate w/attachments
Mr. vy Chauvin, Assistant Executive Director, LBLD



Donald B. Heary

Exécatlvz Director

Jares P, Jagmin Exde J. Matberne
President Yice Presldens

LAFOURCHE BASTN LEVEE DisTRicT

P.0. Box 670 - 21380 Hishway 20

Vacherie, LA 700§

(2233857545

1-800-827.7034

October 23, 2018 FAX; (225) 2659645

Gary Watzon -
§t, Foha Parlsh

Hohorable Lairy Cochrin
8¢, Ghatles Payish Presidsnt
P.0. Box302 |
Hahaville, LA 70057

Reference:  Sunset Draigage District

Degr Presidegt Cochray,

Thi Lafotiche Basit Leves District (LBLD) isin receipt.ofa lettersent fo youroffics
on Qtfobery, 2018 from St Charles Padish {SCP) Cotitiotlmiay snd Sitnset Draingge
District Member, Paul Hogan, LBLD would Hics to take fs apportitiity to provide
you with ap update of how the Bunset Leveots being addressed and evaligted a5 part
of the Upier Baratarla Risk Rediistion (UBRR) project,

LBLD is very cognizant of the positions of State and Fedsral officials tepardivig the

iniportance of advaicing profects to a “shovel-ready™ status, emphasizing the

importahee of local entities’ funding effosts as & medns to show focdl commitment
and invesirasnts, noentivizing the §tats, Federe] Govertment, ind other stakahalders
to continue their parinerships and to advanse projects foward construetion, This is
espetlally impartarit afid tittiely due to the fact thit the project is so highly tanked in
the 2017 Btate Coastal Master Plag.

In rder to adhere to this philosophy and provide & plad for prjectimpletiantation,
LBLD commissioned and funded the conceptual degisn ofthe UBRR profectin order
to evaluate the scape and oosts of'the 1% level ofrisk redustion and to devélopaplan
to provide systerti ¢losute which will assist LBLD, the Louisiana Coastal Protasting
Restotation Authotity (GPRA), the Notth Lafouidhe Leves Distriet (NLLD), and a1l
Patishes withif the basin in méving the ptdject forward to advancad stages of design
and construction in a logical and cost-stective mannar,



As you are aware, LBLD has been worldng closely with its pattriers at the local and
Stats levels, including the North Lafourche Teves District (NLLD) and CPRA, g5

W aﬂ-,aw%_trGh@.rleﬁ’m‘ijsb;’t.o-ensm*ﬁliaf‘al*lp‘mﬁﬁtﬁfflﬁ“%mﬁy—stmh?n with
the shared goals and technjgal aspects of the overall project.

The angoing wotk in yow Parish is the eritical foundation tipon which the UBRR
profeat will build to provide the ultimare goal of protecting agalnst the 19 stom
refurn inferval, on what i5 copumonly seferted to as the “Highway 90 Aligrirrien: »
This feach 6f the UBRR project is referred to as 8 sgment (" inoyg design tearm’s
conteptual raport. T have attdched amap below fo yoiit-refarence. Tha ¢colldboration
between, LBLD and SCP from the eatly phases of property asqisition to
eiproptiation and ultimately, o aperation and malntenance, has proven 1o be 5
mdtually beneficial partaciship, sdvancing the shared gogls of our Jurisdictions,
which holds parimount the protection of the sitizens wiileh we etve, This includes
notornly “Segment 1", but also the vital cortinimtion of the project alignsiest throiigh
the Sunset Dratnage Distriot (SDD), refarred to ag “Seginent 2” in our design team s
coficeptual repott,
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LBLD confracted with Profossional Service Indugires (D) to petform a
geotechnical fisld investization and analysis of the Sunset Drainage Disttfet Leveeg
in 2005, Two aliematives wers analyzed with multiple phases to adbisve a fina]
elevation of +12.5 which cortesportds to e approximate slevation of 1% lavel of
tisk reduction. In tiose alfornatives, u landward shifs of the levee and Jand side
stability berm wes required to tnathtaln Jeves stabitity, The stability berms were in
exeess of 200 feet wide, Af that time, the interlm lft i that anelysis was proposed
to EL +10.0" and included sonstmetion of tis entize stability betrn needed for the

final EL +12.5" ctoss ssctionto factlitate sirength gain and reduce final constrnction
cost,



This has now become a shared priority after 2017 meetings with stakeholders, Sjnca

establishing an interim risk reduction system to BL +7.5 itis tecommended that 5

tote-detailéd-geotechnicakinvestigation beperformed It mear fTe ¥ aalyze ———— —
the data collected by P8I to desigh an interim levee cross-section fo EL 47,57 that

would provids the smallest lovee fop tptint possible, while still mainfaining the

desired factors of safety, This approach would ididimize cosls and make

establishineht of BL +7.5° of hurricane and storm damage risk teduction easisr o
fond, cohstruct, add fiaintain,
LBLD is aware of deficisncies in the Suniset Levee atea (Segrment 2) and plang to
inittate additiotial data collection in order to determine the begt sourse of action for
addressing 16w spots along fhe Segmerit’s length: either by carfhen embankinent o
nstallation of Sheet piling, This data collectiof Wil be coordinated closely between
CPRA and LBLD, as Gulf of Magico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) fuids are
tenitativélyslatsd by CPRA to address this area ofthe UBRR project, In Coudsilman
Hogan®s letter, he mistitions that elevation have recently been taken on the crgwn of
the levee, Tt would be helpfirl iFthis data could be provided ta LBLD and the desten

team for evaluation and further yse as the SunsatTeves is addresiad MOVing forward,

To date, mo foimal geotechniocal analysis his been performed on the feasibility of
performing a stralght levee lift raiging the existing lovee to an interin eleyafion o F
approkimatély +7.5. This analysis would nesd to be perforined to piovide the
hieceSsary confidence in faising the existing laves.

However, 25 pait of the congeptual design effort for the UBRR prj eot,the desipn
team performed # preliminary apalysis tegarding the possibility of petforming o
straight earthett [ift to the crown of the existing Surisef Levee to achizve the target
interim level of rig reduction to BL +7.5°, This preliminary stability analysis to B,
+7,5" with limfied dafa available resirlted i 5 levee Factor of Safely (FOS) of lesg
than 1.3 in some avess, Inadditioq, any earthen il constructed Wwithin the limits of
thé existing orown ofthe leyee woyld riot benefit the current y proposed fisal $ystem
elevation of +12.5°, 85 the PSl-recommended cross-séctions of Segment 2 bewin on
the piotected side crowh of the existing levee fo accommodate landward shifs of the
leves, While this method wonld likely reduce costs to the interim system, the s¥foet
would essentially be counterproduetive and uneconofnicd! in consideration of the
ovérall progiam; based on the recommanded sections outlinsd in PSI’s geotechnical
teport, For thése reagons, a simple, straight [ift fo the existing Sunsst Laves ig not
recommenided without more detailed analysis.



Thus, a finaneial decision would have to be made by LBLD and SCP regarding the
investment of dollars fo consteuct Lifts of the Sunset levee which might pot

neeessarily contributetotheultinmtely requited [eves Section that would achieve g
1% level of risk feduction in the future, As stated above, the curtent fecornmended
crods-section for raising the Sunset Levee begins on the protected side edge of the
levee crown. Any straight 1ift to fhe existing levee would not be part offhis ultimate
EL 12:5° levee, unless further geotechmical inves'tigatioh proved that this method
would provide an aceeptable FOS for the ultimas levee crods-section for 100-year
risk reduction. _
We believe that s futual stakeholders in the UBRR. project, e should proceed with
czution onadding embanlanient to the existing SunsetLeves without fisthor analysis.
This will enable both entifies to make informed and logleal desisions fo most
approptiately address issues in this segiment of the overall project. In sumynaty:

“The lifting of the Sumset Leves to a higher elevation orintefim elevation of+7.5
would first require & peotechnical analysis to ensure th stabilifyand integrity
of the existing levee would be malntained in order to achieve ths required
factor of safety,

‘Froft a construction s’randpoint,_ the existing leves would require de.fgrass"ing of
approximately 6 inchés priot to placément of lifts, which would nead to be
constructed in strict accordance with USACE crite fa fegarding the thicknegs
of the lifts, and the quality/molsture content/eompaction of the rgterial
placed.

-Further, sulfability of spoil matetial weuld need to be evaluated, Material from
the proposed borrow areas may not b suitzble for levee ernbatkment,

vAdditionale,. borrqwing material fom adjacent canals next to the levee can
further reduce the FOS of the existing lsvess,

‘While initial stability analyses indicate problems, which may prechide meraly
cappitig the existing levee, it may be feasible fo install sheat pilifig foachieve
ai interim risk reduction elsvafion in low spots, pending additional
geotechnical reviews. However, this stil] may require modifications to the
existing levee to achieve the required FOS and could be a costly approach,



LBLD has made significant investments in the Sunset Levee area, through fhe
geatechnical investigations mentioned above as well a3 inthe initiation of conegptual

dest gﬂ{rilt-he—UBR:Frme}eet,—oﬁvhich-Stmset~is~a—vi'talnomponen - Werelteratsor——————  —
comfmitment t ensuring that all segments of the UBRR, project receive attetition and

funding to complete the rigk reduction s ysterm fo LA Hwy 308 to achieve the iltimate
goal of complete risk reduction from the West Bark and Vicinlty Hugricane
Proteé_tiOn Pr_oj get to the Morganza to the Gulf Hurdeans Protection Project, filling
the void that has besn plagiiing the Uppet Baratdria Basin for decades,

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do pot
hesitate to call me at (225) 265-7545

Yours truly,
LAFOURCHE BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT

pRAA a1 . . - .
Ivy Chatvin, Assistant Executive Director
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October 2, 2018

Hangraole Larry Cochran

St Charles Parish Presidant
F.Q Buox 302

Hahnville, LA 70057

Honarable Cochran

Ag & member of the Governing Authority of the Sunsat Draindge Districl (SDD), | am
wiiing this lalter te formally présent to you sevaral cancéms that need addressing, that [ and
many in the District have with respect to the District's lovees. As you are aware, the SDD entarad

into a Cogperalive Endeavor Agresmant (GEA) with the Parish, whereby the Parish was made
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the SDD o behalf df the SDD. Prior to that,
the SDO wauld have & yearly summear program, whereby the lavees were raised where they had
settied and simply ralsed in others to increase the amount of protection by its employaes. This
affarded the residents 6f the SDD with the peace of mind knawing that the level of fiood protaction
pravided by ihe levees was baing malitalnad andfor incraassd. Sincé the GEA was entered fntg
about four years ago on Qcteber 8, 2014, the only work provided by the Parish has been the
cutling of grass (grass outting performed by the Lafourche Basin Leves Disticl (LSLD) iy
accordance with a GEA between the Parish and tha LBLD. Elgvations racently taken on the
crown of the levee, shows that the laves has seltied along Pefit Lake Des Allemands (PLDA) by
over 0.6' along most of this stretch with some settlement at greater amounts with the graatesi
being 1.3 Seltigment along the section along Grand Baygu from Highway 90 to the LA 306
bridge showed séveral reaches having settlement aver 0.5 with the greatest being 1.4' in one
area.

The nei resull of the rmost recant survey shows that the SDD is at grealer risk of having
its lavees overtopped than before the Parish assumed the responsibility for maintaining the SDD
as a result of the levee ssltling

At the August 20, 2018 500 Meeling, Mr, Sam Scholla stated that there Is a tentative plan
to raisg the SDD levee to an elevation of 7.5' via a folnt plan with other entities as part of the
Upper Barataria Risk Redyction projéct Thig, hawgver, i simply a pioposed plart at this me
that does nathing In the interim to address the sinking of the levess and the greatsr flopd risk
posed (o the 8DD in the meantime. There is a minimum alevation that rieeds fo be determined
along the PLDA and along Grand Bayou levess that the Parish will not allow these levees ta go
below. 1t will be nearly impossible ta access areas whare theses leveas are being ovartopped
during & starm event fo try and stop the overtapping. Thergfore, when thess lavaes go below the
elevations that need to be decided upan. which it may be below now, the Pafish neads to have
an interim plan in place to bfing the crown of these levass baack up to these elsvations plus some
frseboard addsd to account for fulure settiemsnt. | seem to recal tha the Geverning Authority
was advised by Mr. Sam Scholle severa! years ago that the elevation thal would ba maintained
along Grand Bayou was an elsvation of 50", Thare are some arsas that are currently balow
elevation 5.0. With raspect to the leves along PLDA which abuts open water, a review of the

current eigvahons would give credence to maintaining this laves at an elevation aof at least 6 0
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The next concemn is the elevation of Highway 90 at the Paradis Canal. The elevation of

the highway at this locatlon is such that It has the patential of going under water during a storm

svent-and water-flowing inta-the-80B-atthis-location, Thetignway Teets to-bo raised at i
lacation to the préliminary DFIRM elevation of 5.0' pluis 1° of freeboard s that lévee can be ted
nto the raissd highway. This will eliminate the two issues that exist at this localion,

Please have all of this reviewed and provide the Goverding Authority of the SDD with 4
response to the expressed concems and the Parish's plans with respect to having them
addressed.

Paul J, Hogf{ PE, Kamber
(Sunsét Drainage District Governing Authority)
PJH/MIz43:ag

ce:  Surisel Brainage District Governing Authorily Members
Mr. Donald Henry, Lafqurche Basin Levee District Exscutive Director
Mr. lgnagio Harfolich, Coastal Protaction and Réstaration Autherity (CPRA)
Mr. Clayton Faucheux, Public Works/Wastewatar Director
Wr. Sam Scholle, 8t Charles Parish Senlor Project ianager
Mr. back Roberis, Burk-Kleinpeter, ne. "
Ms. Anha Thibodaux, Herld-Guids
Mr. Nick Refmann, The Advocate



Flood risk in St. Charles Parish increasing
as levee sinks from lack of maintenance

o By NICK REIMANN | nreimann@theadvocate.com Dec 17, 2018 - 7:30 pm

A cemetery abuts the Sunset Drainage Levee, build to protect
property and residents in the communities of Bayou Gauche, Des
Allemands and Paradis from flood damage in Bayou Gauche, La,,
Monday, Dec. 17, 2018. The St. Charles Parish Levee has been
sinking, reducing flooding protection to the area.

More than 5,000 residents of southerh St. Charles Parish are at greater risk of flooding
now than they were four years ago, according to a recent survey showing that the levee
protecting Des Allemands, Bayou Gauche and Paradis is sinking.

Almost the entire Sunset Drainage District levee that protects 16.4 square miles has
subsided at least half a foot from 2014 to 2018, with one area along Petit Lac Des Allemands
dropping to 5.9 feet this year, down from 7.1 feet in a 2014,

The findings, compiled by a team of scientists and engineers with St. Charles Parish
government, have raised the ire of some officials and residents, who say that changes to how the
levees are managed have delayed hecessary maintenance, putting homes and businesses at risk.

“We need to have a plan in place to go out and repair those levees,” Parish Councilman
Paul Hogan said.




For most of the past century, levees in the area were maintained by the independent
Sunset Drainage District, which was created by the Legislature and consisted of a board of five
landowners in the area, In 2013, however, the parish government took control of the district.

According to Hogan, that's when the levees stopped being properly maintained.

A resident near the Grand Bayou Canal portion of the levee said its grass is cut frequently,
but she hasn't seen an effort to raise it.

“l just have my insurance paid," she said of her concern with the levee. She did not wish
to be identified.

Hogan has pushed the parish administration for some sort of plan, sending several
memos in recent weeks to Parish President Larry Cochran. Cochran directed Hogan's request to
the Lafourche Basin Levee District, the state agency the parish works with on levee maintenance.

A letter from the Lafourche district acknowledged the issue facing the southern 'part of
St. Charles Parish, saying the agency "is aware of deficiencies in the Sunset Levee area.”

The letter also called for more analysis of the levee before moving forward with major
work, though it suggested raising the levee to an "interim” level of 7.5 feet, a height that almost
all of the levee now falls below, according to the 2018 survey.

Complicating any decision by the Lafourche Basin Levee District or the parish is that the
Sunset Drainage levee is set to be incorporated into the federal Upper Barataria Risk Reduction
project, a $940.9 million flood protection project designed to prevent storm surge from getting
into communities through the Barataria Basin.

According to the Lafourche Basin Levee District letter, the federal levee project would
raise the Sunset Drainage levees to 12.5 feet, providing protection from a 100-year storm,

“That's our savior. That plan is great,” Hogan said. "In the meantime, this levee needs to
be maintained.”

Before the parish took over the Sunset Drainage District, the issue of maintenance was
simple. Workers would take dirt from canal banks and use that to raise the levees.

The once self-sufficient district would do that every year, using funds it received from oil
royalties. That money started drying up in the 1990s, though, and the district began asking the
parish for hundreds of thousands of dollars in subsidies.

Under then-Parish President V.J. St, Pierre, the Parish Council took over as the district's
governing body in 2013, dissolving the five-member board that had controlled the levee for 90
years.

The Parish Council now governs the Sunset Drainage District, though it is still technically
independent. Council members serve both on the council for the whole of St. Charles Parish and
as members of the governing board of the Sunset Drainage District.



After the council took control, it entered into a series of agreements with the Lafourche
Basin Levee District to deal with levee maintenance.

The result of these moves, in the years since, is that the levees have had the grass cut,
Hogan said, and that's about it. The yearly taking of dirt from canal bottoms to keep up the
levee's integrity, he said, has stopped.

“What exactly does ‘maintain the levees’ mean? Raise them when they sink? Or just cut
the grass?” said Hogan, who knows whom he's blaming for the sinking. "We as the Sunset
Drainage District ... my beef is with the parish.”

Hogan added that this is “falling on deaf ears” with the council, who he said continues to
ignore his calls to have meetings for the Sunset Drainage District, and are in that sense neglecting
it.

Councilman Billy Woodruff, who represents the area as part of District IV on the council,
didn't respond to a request for comment. Hogan is an at-large member.

Asked for comment, a spokeswomian for the parish administration referred to the letter
from the Lafourche Basin Levee District.

Hegan's complaints got to the point of his suing the parish, demanding the Sunset
Drainage District hold meetings. He lost,

In any case, he said, it's time for his fellow council members — whatever hat they are
wearing — to do something to make sure the southern part of the parish is protected.

“If we let these levees continue to sink and a storm comes through, we're back like we
were in Hurricane Juan,” Hogan said, referring to the 1985 storm that had residents in the area
scrambling to sandbag the levee to keep it from overtopping.

But if a storm like Juan came through now, Hogan said, running out with sandbags might
not be enough because some of the spots where the levee has subsided the most are in areas
along Petit Lac Des Allemands that are nearly inaccessible,
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There was a Herdld Guide
article and a ‘Letter.to the
Editor from Parish President
Cochrzm in the ]an. 10,2019

relatmg to subsidence of the
Sunset Drainage District
(SOD} levee: Thiese were sith-
sequent o an article that was
publishéd on Dec, 17,3018 & in
the Advocate entitled ¥Fload
risk in St. Charlss Parish
increasing as levee sinks from
lack of maintenance”? The
article noted my concérn with
elevations that were prov:ded
to the by the Parish which
showed the how much the
levee sank since the time the
Coungil became the govern-
ing authonty of the SOD.
Since theé time the Coilngi]
became the GA of the SOD, 2
public entlty'sepamte !
separate and apart and inde-
pendent of public enfity St.
Charles Parish, the only-thing

says that thé gleyation 'the
Parish’ provided 16 thé was
maccumte angd’ mlsrepresent-

o blam° Was the dlevation

-fuformation provided by the

Parish to'roe inzccuirate? Who

Ynows! Butweneed to know!
Elevation shofs on the s&D

ievee were ‘taken on the

‘gtound by 4 duitside firn in

2013, This néed o be dupli-
cated now s as:to. determine
the grades at the same spots
O1] the levee foday to sée

-gxactly hdw mach it has set-

tled since 2013, This is the
only true and accu.rate means
of detezmmmg what the cur-
rentgrides are and how much
the lévee has teally settled.

Inaddition, the, grades onthe
levee need to bé taken from
Hwy. 90 inParadis up to where
the grades started on the 2013
survey. This area from the
h1ghway to Magnlia Ridge
was ndt sucvejed af that time.
This will tell s what we have
there with regards to eleva-
tions-and will give us some-
thing to refgrcnce elevation-
wise along this stretch in the
Fufue.

With respect to the aress
needed attention along the
50D levee which have sank or
which will strik in the futute to
uliacceptable levels, a plan
needs to be developed along
the iollows fines:

1. A decision needs to be
made on the minimum eleva-
tion that any portion of the
levee will e allowed to get-
down.to before action is taken
to raisethe fevee,

a. 6 elevation on Mud Lake?

b. 5 :lcvatmn on Grand
Bayou?

2. Only clay from 2 ‘Coips
approved borrow pit will he
used aising any por-
tions of the levee.

3. The clay ini the areas to be
raised must bé placéd in
accordance ‘with the Corps
levee construction
requirements.

4. The areas that are raised

-are td be rajsed to the mini-

mum glevation plus &t least 1
foot of freeboard,

There will be a Hurficane
Protection
Committe¢ Meeting that will
be held at 5'p.mi. on Thiesday,
Jan. 23, prior to the 6 p.m.
council meeting,

The agénda hds *Plan for
Subset Drainage DIStiict” as
one of the items to be dis-
cussed, Concerned cmzens
located in the §DD should
attend to demaiid that a plan

thatt

Projects.

be - putin place by the Parish to

inaintain'the SDD levee,
Maintdining the levee is

somethmg ‘that the Parish is

Tequired and obhgated to do

on hehalf of the SDD as a
result of the Cooperauve
Badeaver Agreerient (CEA)
SDD entered into with
h.

e, as property owners in
the: SDD, must demand that
the SDD (with council bemg
its GA) steps up and demands
i the Parish (with council
its GA) does what itis
obhg'ated to'do per'the CEA.

Payl Hogan
Councilman-at-Large,
DivB

BQ. Box 250,

Des Allemandb LA 70030
(504) 625-4862
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Sunset levee
subsidence exaggerated

To the Residents of St. Charles
Parish,

The purpose of this letter is to
clarify some misconceptions
contained in an article pub-
lished in The Advocate oa Dec.
12, 2018. The article stated that
almost the entire Sunset
Drainage District Levee (SDDL)
has subsided at least half a foot
from 2014 to 2018, with one
area along Petit Lac Des
Allemands dropping to 5.9 feet
this year, down from 7.1 feet in
2014, That information howev-
er, is not just exaggerated, but
also misrepresents the existing
conditions along the SDDL.
Recent analyses show that dur-
ing that time period, the levee
subsided at a rate of approxi-
mately half an inch per year,
which according to scientists
and engineers, subsidenceis not
only typical for a levee system it
is also anticipated. During that
span, roughly 10 percent of the
levee system experienced eleva-
tion changes between 2 to 5
inches with about 90 percent
only showing differences
between 0 to 2 inches (See
Figure 1 below). The results
show that the majority of the
elevation differences were
located along the southern
stretch of the levee near the
Bayou Gauche Pump Station.
Areas along Petit Lac Des
Allemands and along the
Paradis Canal showed very little

change, which is contrary to the
article published in The
Advocate,

Unfortunately, the informa-
tion reported by The Advocate
suggests otherwise because not
only was the article published
before analysis of the 2017 sur-
vey data was completed, parish
officials were not contacted for
comments to verify the infor-
mation that was provided to
them. Although initial compar-
ison of the data showed differ-
ences between the 2014 LIDAR
survey and the 2018 ground
survey, it wasn't until subse-
quent analysis of the 2017 sur-
vey data that those discrepan-
cies were found to be just a
result of different elevation
models used between the two
data sets and not a result of sub-
sidence. Nevertheless, the arti-
cle created the impression that
the amount of subsidence was
greater than it actually was. In
addition to this, the article also
claims that the subsidence was
due to lack of maintenance.
Since 2014, when the parish
took over control of the Sunset
Levee, more than 4.5 million
dollars has been invested into
the levee to ensure it is not only
maintained, but that it also
meets the engineering standard
of care,

Our main goal for the Sunset
Levee has been 2 holistic one
with the intention to provide
complete protection to all of the
residents on the Westbank of St,
Charles Parish. Currently, we
are working with engineers and
FEMA to ensure the levee stays
within the engineering stan-
dard of care so we can continue
to flood fight while seeking
additional federal funding. The
mission of St. Charles Parish
government is to always work
towards improving the quality
of life for our residents and at
the forefront of that mission is
levee protection for every single
resident. We will continue to
stay dedicated to maintaining
the SDDL justas weare with the
entire levee system.

Sincerely,
Larry Cochran
5t. Charles Parish President
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Parish.

ByRyanArena
e’
nrahelgiide cim

St Charles Parish Prendan.t

neting that while the levee
indeed has subsided over that
time, thépid Gized hiimbers
were inaécuirate,

-A report by The Advocate

from 2014 i6 2018 ahd a5
miisch as 1.2 feet in one aréa,

pubhshed Last montli cited
numbers collected by a feam
of scieniists and engineers
with the St, Cha.rle§'P ish
governmet thitindicated the

LEVEE o7 page 61

Lh‘lhtﬁam’page 1

Sunset levée that protécts 16.4 square
aniles ~2 and the hoes.of moré tha
5,000 residents of Des Allemarids,
Paradis and Byou Gauche — has sub-
sided at kedsthalfa foot ditring tht four
‘Year tintié span, with the mostregression
i along Petit Lac Deés Allemiands,
which reportedly detypped 1.2 fedt, from
7.1 feetto 5.9, puttifig rasidents who hve
Ani those arédsin incieased danger of
Héodidg;

Cochfan and other pansh fepresenta-

compared 20 L4L1DARsurvcyan 017
: ground SUTVey were & e

'Pem L-'u. Pes Allema.ﬁds aréa showed a
mmuch smaller changef

eing pmcesaed and analyzed #
arish representgtivés §aid the rate of
sidence for unset leve_e Yas
al afid anticipated for a levee
ein.

“The parish’s efforts to roaintin the
leves have drswh ¢riticisid from
Councilmin Paul Hogin, who safshe
believes the levees stopped being priop-
etly maintniried When parith govern-
fiétit taok cofitrol of the Sunset
Dra.mnge District ini 2013. Prior to that
levee mainfenanice fell uadér the'juri
-diction ofthie Suriset Didinage District,
an ladependent board corsisting aof

'Iocalpropertyowners

“Siinset Is a L very iritegral part of the
levee system,”Cochran said, “We svere
testiinded by {Hogan) that we've done
tivthing with Sunset ... we've spentin
excess of $4.5 million and that’s a very

rvative numbe

Spec: ficupgradesinchuded the rewotk-
ing of the pump station with the

ﬁ Meraldguide m /StChatlesHerald

Isputes levee report

Says subsidence rate in Des Allemands levee is normal

siixes are planried, the parish cafifigt att -
alonéand islindited in what steps it can
take.to raise the Ievee.

butheldﬁrm inhigstancetha| thelevees
themselves have not beeny adequately
1

spéc;ﬂé lilan to Faise the 1aveh He said
an inguiry l_etter to Cuch;an was for-
d

and what the plans to
‘be in that case, He daid
up letters fo Cochiran have’ gone ’
tinanswered:

“Lévees.sink all the Hate, A plan’has to
‘b ii placé diid thers néeds to'be 24tini-
mim élevation," Hogdr said, “Whiere
do-we Jet it g6 dowd 167 Elevation 3,
béfore e say Wweve jot to 1 i
$pot? T ot concerned with the
Lafourche Basm Levee D

pm;eus fo rmse rixe Sunset levee 0125
feet,

“That will be our savior one day”
Hogan said. “But thaLs years down the
voad, We cart wait fom leveethat forail
weknow may never bebuilt”




From Mark Roberts (BKI) March 13, 2019
SUNSET LEVEE IMPROVEMENTS — GOMESA FUNDING THROUGH CPRA))

Essentially, two (2) main areas of data collection are needed to address issues along the length of the
Sunset Levee (UBRR Segment 2):

o Verification of previous survey data to ascertain the amount of settlement that has occurred in
recent years, and

o Geotechnical field work and analysis that will supplement previous geotechnical work from 2015
that addressed a 1% level of risk reduction, but not an interim level of risk reduction.

Mark provided survey elevation data from 2014 which showed a wide range of crown elevations, from
below elevation +5.0 to approximate elevation +8.0 in some spots.

The team recommends that a new survey be performed, corresponding to the stations, datum, and all
other parameters from the 2014 survey, in order to accurately compare the levee crown elevations and
understand the amount of settlement that has occurred in recent years.

Due to the recent completion of the conceptual design report and the recommended interim levee
height of +7.5 to provide system closure, it is important to understand the feasibility of addressing low
spots along the Sunset levee in order to bring the crown to an elevation of +7.5 where such deficiencies
occur.

The group reviewed the GOMESA funding allocation in CPRA’s latest Annual Plan publication. For FY
2020 (beginning July 1, 2019), $1.2 million is allocated for Sunset Levee Improvements. For FY 2021
(beginning July 1, 2020), $2.3 million is allocated for Sunset Levee Improvements. The consensus and
understanding of the group are that this split represents data collection/design (FY 2020) and
construction (FY 2021). Of course, this funding and adoption of the Annual Plan is subject to legislative
approval in the next session which is to begin very soon.

Mark and O’Neil stated that the initial deliverable to CPRA and the local stakeholders could be a design
report summarizing the results of the data collection and associated costs required to achieve the
interim level of risk reduction. Hopefully, this could be accomplished within the funding allocations in
the Annual Plan. A that point, all stakeholders will have to come to an agreement on the best path
forward to utilize the funding in the most beneficial and cost-effective manner.

CPRAis agreeable to the scope of work, and the design team will work together to prepare proposals for
the survey and geotechnical data collection, as well as upfront design to provide a cost of impravements
that would fit within construction funding constraints. We will reconvene as a group soon to discuss the
design and data collection costs in more detail once they are developed. The goal would be to have this
information finalized and approved by CPRA prior to the beginning of the FY2020 fiscal year on July 1,
2019.



