March 2, 2001

Honorable John B. Breaux


Honorable Mary Landrieu

United States Senate



United States Senate

503 Hart Senate Office Building

702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.   20510


Washington, D.C.   20510

Honorable W. J. “Billy” Tauzin

United States Representative

2183 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C.   20515

The Parish of St. Charles respectfully requests assistance with the following priority projects from Members of the Louisiana Congressional Delegation:

I.
PERMITTING/CONSTRUCTION - WEST BANK HURRICANE

PROTECTION LEVEE
From December 31, 1991 through December 31, 2000, the Parish has spent $1,745,303.64 in an attempt to obtain the necessary permit from the Corps of Engineers to construct this Levee.  The Lafourche Levee District has already agreed to assist the Parish with construction of the Levee.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps to support our effort to obtain a permit.
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II.
CONSTRUCTION - EAST BANK HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE
We understand that funds are not adequately budgeted for future phases of construction.  These shortfalls will delay completion of the Levee.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps and OMB to ensure funds are appropriated to ensure completion of the Levee as currently scheduled.

III. INTERNAL DRAINAGE:  RECONNAISSANCE STUDY AND SELA FUNDING

Federal approval of the Recon Study was given using $100,000.00 of Federal funding.

Action Needed:

Authorization and SELA funds to begin construction of the needed projects upon completion of the Recon Study reducing Feasibility Study time by using data from the Donaldsonville to Gulf of Mexico Study, data from the Jefferson Parish Study, and data from the St. Charles Parish Master Drainage Plan.

IV.
FUNDING/CONSTRUCTION OF PUMPS - EAST BANK HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE

Lake Pontchartrain and vicinity - St. Charles Parish Feature - Flow Through Pumping Stations.
Action Needed:
Appropriate the funding with a Federal cost of 65 percent to construct the pumps when the feasibility study authorized in the Water Resource Development Act of 1999 is complete or when the Internal Drainage Recon Study is complete.
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V.
RESTATE PARISHES POSITION OF OPPOSITION TO AIRPORT EXPANSION INTO ST. CHARLES PARISH
Action Needed: 

Protect the interest of St. Charles Parish.

Ensure a voice for St. Charles Parish in future expansion projects.

Support St. Charles Parish's opposition to future expansion.


These issues are of great importance to our citizens and we would deeply appreciate any help you could give in solving these problems.

Sincerely,

BARRY MINNICH



‘RAM’ RAMCHANDRAN

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN


COUNCILMAN AT LARGE

(DISTRICT VII)



DIVISION A

CLAYTON "SNOOKIE" FAUCHEUX

DESMOND J. HILAIRE

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT I

DIVISION B

BRIAN A. FABRE 



DARNELL "DEE" ABADIE

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II 


COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICT III

TERRY AUTHEMENT


APRIL BLACK

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT IV


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT V

LANCE MARINO

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI 

enclosure

