St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
May 6, 2010


Minutes


Mr. Gibbs:  Next piece of business will be PZHO-2010-03 requested by Alexander Isaac for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Sonny’s Floor Service” – a flooring installation business.  The home occupation will be at 107 Zachary Drive, Boutte, La.  Zoning District R-1A. Council District 4.
Ms. Stein:  Mr. Isaac completed an application to use 107 Zachary Drive as a home office for a flooring contractor earlier this year.  The request appears before the Commission because of the need for licensing by State Licensing Board for Contractors if the cost of labor and materials for any job exceeds $7,500.

I spoke with Mr. Isaac at length about the way he will operate the business.  He assured me that all materials will be delivered to the job site and that there will be no need for customers or materials to be at his home at any time.  We did a site inspection revealed no apparent code violations, and no complaints or code violations are on file except the packet that you got, which was in association with this request.  The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants.  The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations.  So we do recommend approval.

Mr. Gibbs:  Do we have anybody in the audience that would like to speak in favor?  

My name is Alexander Isaac and I’ve been doing floors for about 25 years now.  I’ve been in business for 10.  I want to use my home for phone calls.  All my work is done out of my house, people call and I bring samples to their homes and I show them different types of floors.  When they decide what material they want, I have it shipped directly to their home.  No materials come from my house.  Also we do sanding and refinishing, but we do not store the chemicals, because the polyurethane, when you open it, it’s purple and after air hits it, it turns brown and it turns to a gel.  So we don’t store it, we buy it as we need it for a job.  Basically, that’s all.

Mr. Gibbs:  Commission members, any questions or concerns. Do we have anybody to speak against this business?

Rick Torres, 108 Zachary Drive, Boutte.  I’m not totally opposed to Mr. Isaac running a business out of his house, if it’s just going to be phone and office. Since he’s moved in, he’s run the business out of his house.  He has a 20 ft. trailer with signage on the side that’s parked in the driveway and parked on the street overnight.  Another neighbor was supposed to bring some pictures, I don’t know if he did or not, it’s been parked in the driveway, parked on the street overnight.  He’s had employees parked on the street, parked in his driveway.  I remember when I filed for mine, I had no problem or opposition with him running a business if it’s going to be phone and office.  My concern is I’ve seen him store wood in his garage and I don’t have a problem with that.  My question which came up, I see someone else brought it up, it was brought to my attention Saturday, that he is storing hazardous materials.  I don’t know what kind, I didn’t see it, it’s just that someone told me that there are buckets of chemicals in there used in the flooring business.  That’s what concerns me, I live directly across the street.  I want to know what’s in that trailer and now he stores his trailer inside his garage, I have no problem with that. What’s in the trailer?  It’s a completely enclosed trailer with no venting, no nothing.  If there is a fire or something, even if a fireman was to go there they don’t know what’s in it.  That’s what I’m concerned about.  If he follows all the rules that are set down when I came here, that’s fine.  Home and office, not trailer, not employees.  I’m not opposed to him, but I’m opposed to the trailer and what’s in that trailer.  

Mr. Gibbs:  Any questions?  

Mr. Foster:  I think there are actions you could take if he should receive this occupational license.  

Mr. Torres:  What’s that?

Mr. Foster:  I said there are actions you could take if he should receive this occupational license and he does continue to store materials or have materials.  You can go to Planning & Zoning and talk to Kim or one of her people there.  They can do something about it if he is doing it.

Mr. Torres:  Like I said someone was supposed to bring pictures, he had to work late.  I’m not opposed just as long as the guidelines are followed.  The trailer or nothing in the driveway, it’s not in the street.  I would like to know what’s in that trailer, it would make me feel better.  As long as the guidelines are followed, I’m not opposed to it.  I was told you couldn’t park in the driveway with signage for the company and things like that.  You couldn’t have employees.  I’m assuming it’s an employee who got out of the car and got in the truck and left with him.  If he follows the guidelines I got no problem with him.  I just want to know what’s in the trailer.  

Mr. Gibbs:  Mr. Isaac can you come back up please? I know when you do jobs you are going to have left over materials, you’re going to have left over flammable materials. What do you do with that left over material?

Mr. Isaac:  It’s a minimum.  You buy it in the gallons.  As far as the trailer, when I bought the trailer, I bought this trailer especially for what I do.  I have vents in the trailer. The vents are not on the top, they are on the sides, one to the back and one to the front.  When I purchased the trailer, I purchased it especially for vents.  My trailer fits in my garage. When I purchased my home, I especially bought that trailer, I had it designed to where it fits in my garage. When it comes to chemicals, we use polyurethane, you can’t keep if for a long period of time.  It turns into a gel.  So it can’t be used, so we don’t store polyurethane.

Mr. Gibbs:  What do you do with the old polyurethane that you have?

Mr. Isaac:  When you use it, you have cracks in the floor, you use if for a paste. You use it to fill cracks in the floor.  Once it gels, you can’t use if for the floor.  

Mr. Clulee:  Mr. Isaac, I’m going to vote for this, but just keep your neighbors happy, that’s all, so enforcement don’t go out there and mess with you.  That’s the bottom line.

Mr. Isaac:  I respect my neighborhood. Like the trailer, it goes in the garage, I don’t like the trailer in front of my house, I want to have a certain décor. That’s why I park it in the garage on a daily basis.

Mr. Clulee:  I want you to make money and I want you to pay taxes.

Ms. Wolfe:  We have some pictures here. Is that yours?

Mr. Isaac:  Yes, that’s my trailer.  

Ms. Wolfe:  To have a home occupation you shouldn’t being doing this, no signage.  I don’t know if you have to take it off.

Mr. Gibbs:  He said he keeps it in the garage.  

Ms. Wolfe:  So if it’s in his garage, it’s ok?

Mr. Gibbs:  Yes.

Ms. Wolfe:  Ok.

Mr. Gibbs:  The last thing that I want to say is that, I guess the strongest advice you can get is to put that thing in the garage every evening.  

Mr. Isaac:  Yes.

Mr. Gibbs:  I know you have to pull up to get there. Any other questions? Thank you.  Do we have any other opposition to this?  This hearing is closed, can we take a vote please?

YEAS:

Wolfe, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee, Foster

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Dufrene, Booth

Mr. Gibbs:  That vote is unanimous for approval, with Mr. Dufrene and Mr. Booth absent.  Mr. Isaac has to go to the Council on June 7th. It basically goes through the same procedure and we wish you good luck.

Mr. Isaac:  Thank you.

