St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
July 7, 2011


Minutes


Mr. Booth:  First item on the agenda tonight is PZHO-2011-10 requested by Jennifer A. Fraychineaud for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Fraychineaud Law, LLC” (LLC Pending) – a general law practice. The home occupation will be at 220 Arlington Drive, Luling. Zoning District R-1A. Council District 2. Ms. Stein you have the analysis?

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair. Ms. Fraychineaud submitted an application to use 220 Arlington Drive as the office for a general law practice.  The request appears before the Planning and Zoning Commission because of the need for licensure by the Louisiana State Bar Association (www.lsba.org). Site inspection revealed no apparent code violations, and no complaints or code violations are on file.  The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants.  The applicant also has been advised that the law office cannot hire employees as long as it is operated as a home occupation.  

The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations.  The Department recommends approval but you are in receipt of a letter in objection of the residence of 218 Arlington Drive. 

Mr. Booth:  Thank you Ms. Stein.  This is a public hearing of PZHO-2011-10 for special permission at 220 Arlington Drive for a home occupation law practice.  Is there someone here to speak in favor of that particular application? Please step forward to the microphone.  Could you state your name and address for the record please ma’am.

Good Evening, my name is Jennifer Fraychineaud, I live at 220 Arlington Drive. I’ve been a resident of St. Charles Parish virtually my whole life. 1977, my parents has lived here since 1976 at 446 Kellogg.  Except for the time that I went away for college and law school, I’ve lived here, so I’ve been a resident my entire life.  The practice that I want to operate from the home will be family law generally, some estate planning, maybe some small successions. Due to the nature of the complaint of Mr. Oubre on the opposition, I just wanted to say in response to what his concerns are, I would not be doing any criminal defense work.  I know that one of the statements that he made was that he was concerned about the people that I may be bringing into the neighborhood. So I just want to make it clear that I would not be doing any criminal defense work, I know that it would be an issue if I would do that. Secondly as far as traffic, I would like to have occasional clients to visit me at the house, but I personally went to speak to Mr. Oubre yesterday and I’m willing to make that concession. I will absolutely rent virtual office space if that’s what I have to do, just to get my law practice up and running.  I contacted Regis which is a virtual office space facility yesterday.  I got some quotes, it’s basically $32/hour, that’s kind of pricey for me especially since I don’t have any clientele, but I would absolutely be willing to do that if that’s what I have to do.  I could rent that space for 6 months or up to a year, that would probably reduce the cost for me, but I would like to know that I could meet with clients periodically and rarely just because (a) for the cost, and also anytime that I would be doing so would be early mornings or very early afternoons.  No one would be in the house with me.  Confidentiality would never be an issue with my clients.  For all of their materials, I have a filing cabinet that locks, no one would have access to that but me and there is a home office in there that is closed off from the remainder of the house. So absolutely no one would have access to that area but me.  So I think that’s very relevant, that I would be protecting my clients, also as far as the house is concerned, it allows for 8 cars on the driveway. There would never be parking on the street.  Never.  This is not the type of business where I’d be having some type of Tupperware party or law services party where I would have tons of cars on the driveway.  It would be rare, so I think that would be extremely relevant.  No one would have any idea, as a matter of fact, I called Planning and Zoning or another office today in parish government to find out if there were any other businesses on my street, because I had no idea. Well come to find out there is at 102 and if I wouldn’t have called, I would have no idea and that is exactly how this business will be.  No one would have any idea, there’s not going to be a sign out in the yard, no one will have any idea that I’m running a business from this address.  If I’m able to build up enough clientele I’m going to rent commercial office space.  This is just to get started, it’s all that I need to get started.

Mr. Booth:  Would you kind of give us an idea at any given time the maximum amount of cars or people that would be there at one particular time.

Ms. Fraychineaud: One unless I was meeting with a married couple and they were coming separately. Two and that would be rare.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am.

Mr. Clulee:  You just got out of law school?

Ms. Fraychineaud:  Last year in ’10. I was just admitted to the bar in May of this year.

Mr. Clulee:  We’ve heard all of what you’ve said, you’re practicing on us so you can go in front the judge and talk.

Ms. Fraychineaud:  Well yeah.

Mr. Clulee:  Thank you. That’s in my district and I’m going to be for it.

Ms. Fraychineaud:  Thank you.

Mr. Gibbs:  Ms. Fraychineaud, you may see one or two clients in a day? Is that what you said.

Ms. Fraychineaud:  that would be a lot.

Mr. Gibbs:  I wouldn’t normally give my personal opinion here, but I think you should save your $32/hour and maintain your business in your home at this point.  You’re only going to have little clientele at this stage and you want to build it, so I think you should just continue doing what you are doing.

Ms. Fraychineaud:  That is my long term goal. 

Mr. Booth:  Any other questions for the applicant? Thank you.  Is there anyone here to speak in favor of this particular application?  State your name and address for the application.

Bernard Oubre, 218 Arlington. I’m the one who sent in the letter. What she said tonight is what she told me yesterday and we would remove our objection if that’s the way she is going with it. We don’t want to stop her from being gainfully employed. So again, we were just concerned that she would have criminal people and bringing them into the neighborhood and we were afraid of that. So we remove our objection.

Mr. Booth:  Anyone else here to speak in favor of this application?  Anyone here to oppose this application, please step forward. Hearing none, the public hearing is closed. Anyone has any more comments? Call for the vote.

YEAS:

Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee, Perry

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Pierre

Mr. Booth:  That passes unanimously with Ms. Dolores absent. You will need to go to the Council on July 25th and they have the final approval on this matter.

