St. Charles Parish 	Planning Board of Commissioners	June 6, 2013
Minutes

Mr. Gibbs: Next item on the agenda is PZO-2013-07 Requested by V. J. St. Pierre, Jr., Parish President, for an ordinance to amend the St. Charles Parish Zoning Ordinance, Section III. Definitions to add a definition for Bed and Breakfast and Sections VI.(C).[III].1.a and VI.(H).[1] to add Bed and Breakfast as a permitted use in the C-2 and H zoning districts. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein: You have a slightly revised ordinance in front of you. The long and the short of it is the Comprehensive Plan of 2030 suggested that we allow our historic homes to be used as bed and breakfast. Very specifically that’s what it called for. When we looked at bed and breakfast, generally that model for accommodations is over night accommodations. Almost all the definitions nationwide are owner occupied structures, none of our historic homes are actually owner occupied as far as we are aware. One is owned by a non profit, the other one is sole proprietorship, I’m pretty sure, but I don’t think the owners live in the building and the third one anyone is living there right now. So that gave us a little bit of trouble figuring out what to do if the residents don’t actually live there to manage them so we looked around using New Orleans models and came up with a historic home site bed and breakfast that does not actually require the building owner to reside there and cook the breakfast for the guest. I would think this would open up some opportunity at Destrehan Plantation and certify some things that are happening at Ormond Plantation.

Mr. Gibbs: It’s a little interesting to me, you’re going to have a bed and breakfast, I got to think it’s going to be managed.

Ms. Stein: It’s going to be managed, Destrehan Plantation is moving historic structures to its sites. It’s collecting older cottages from other places.

Mr. Gibbs: I got you.

Ms. Stein: We think we’ve accommodated everything and we’ll able to generate some revenue while providing quality accommodations. 

Mr. Booth: Sounds like you will be able to advertise it as a historic part of the culture. This would be a big plus for the parish.

Mr. Gibbs: I’m going to open it up for a public hearing but I don’t see anyone. This is a public hearing for PZO-2013-07. There’s no one to speak in favor or against, so Commission members cast your vote.  


YEAS:	 	Pierre, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Frangella 
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Foster
ABSTAIN:	Loupe (has not been sworn in)

Mr. Gibbs: That’s unanimous with Mr. Foster absent.
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