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PETITION TQ ADDRESS THE COUNCIL @lf pﬂg favine
2004-0077 aneit
| &t Charles Parish Councd Chafrmnan Today's Date: “‘59/ C;/ o I)L 9_.4 o~
F. 0. Bax 302 /._h
Hahnville, LA 70057 s
e
(985) 783-5000 ///Qp@ L F .
/ el ':'/" [
Dear Chairman; , 7 2’// o ~l e T
t AT ) e
Please place my name to address the Council on: /e - e -
» /04 5 “
DATE: <= - o

SPECIFIC TOPIC: Z,u.,[ é\ftﬂ W;‘JM@WL

one subject only
(*see specific
guidelines on
reverse and

refer to

Parish Charter—
Aricle VII,, Sec. 1)

-4
DOCUMENTS, IF ANY: @ NO
' . NAME: - &mww

ADDRESS: _ oSEY sy B0
(aneulzelob, . (D 700320

PHONE:; (& s I8 -TIST
SIGNATURE: (Prigy N Juton o
Dear Constituent:

Thark you for your active parficipation. Your views and comments will be considered by the Council in
making our decisions. The Council has a considerable amount of business to conduct in a limitad amount of time,
therefare, please note the following iterns that are expected of you:

> The Home Rule Charter provides for citizens to address the Council. It makes no provision for
initiating debate, discussion, ar question and answer sessions with Councilmembers or Administration
Officials. Your right is also guaranteed to examine public documents as yau prepare your presentation.
Should you have any questions for Councilmembers and/or Department Heads as you prepare, pleases
forward such inquiries to the Council Office to insure a timely response. Should you wish to speak to any
Official or Depariment personally, a complete list of contact information will be furnished at your request,

b2 Piease be brief and limit your comments to the specific subject matter on which you have requested
to address the Council,

> Please forward supporting documents to the Council Secretary for distribution to the Parish Council
before your scheduled appearance i order for the Council to prepare themselves, if necessary.

= Lpan completion of your allotted time to address the Council, please respect the fime given o
Councilmembers to respond to your comments by not interrupting or interjecting remarks.

» Slanderous remarks and comments will not be tolerated. If slanderous remarks or comments

ara made, your opporiunlly to address the Gouncil will end, regardless of the remaining time left o
address the Couneil.

> Repetlitious comments and subject matter will be sirictly limited.
A confirmation letter will follow when your name is placed on the agenda,

Si ely,

e M5

LANCE MARINO

COUNCI. CHAIRMAN
(OVER)




5T. CHARILES PARISH
DEPARTMENT OF WASTEWATER

PO, BOX 705 ¢ LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
(886) 783-5100 » (585) 783-5102 » FAX (985) 785-8508

ALBERT D. LAQUE
Parish Prasicent

GREGORY E. BUSH, LTC, USA, Retired
Diractor November 25, 2002

TO: Mr. Sammy J. Accardo
Assistant Director of Wastewater

FROM: ary E. Bush, LTC, USA, Retired
Di v of Public Works/Wastewater

SUBJECT: Administrative Order Docket No. CWA-~06-2003-1758 b""/
NPDES Permit LA0)3213)

Please find attached the newest Administrative Order dated November 19, 2002. This
Administrative Order specifieally orders us to accomplish specific activities with due
dates. It also orders quarterly progress reports and activity compliance reports.

[3

Please insure that all requirements of this Administrative Qrder are complied with.
Should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, please feel free to
contact me.

GEB:red
Attachment

ee:  Mr. Albert I, Laque, Parish President
Mr, Titnmy Vial, Administrative Officer ;
Ms. Barbara J. Jacob, Council Secretary !
Mr. Dan Gertity, P.E, Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. -
Ms, Janet Evans, P.E., Hartman Enginecring, Inc, "+ ',
Mr. L.J. Brady, Superintendent of WasteWater I
Ms. Diang Troxler, Lab Coordinator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEGTION AGE

ECEIVE|

O,

P

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
DALLAS, TX 75202-2733

NOV 22 2002

NOV 19 2002

PUBLIG WORKS/WASTEWATER

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (7099 3220 0001 4432 6086)

Mr, Gregory E. Bush
St. Charles Parish

Luling, LA 70070

Administrative Order Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758
NPDES Permit LA0032131

Dear Mr. Bush:

Recent raview of your National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) file
indicates that your facility is not in compliance with your NPDES permit and/or the Clean Water
Act (CWA). In order to ensure continued protection of public health and the environment, the
A) must take necessary steps to ensure compliance with

Environmental Protection Agency (EP
applicable repulations and statuies.

Pursuant to the CWA (33 U.5.C. § 1251 et seq,

), the enclosed Administrative Order (AO)
Act. ‘The Order also provides a

s and reports required by the Order should
be submitted within the time frames provided. Tu all responses, please reference AQ Docket

No. CWA-06-2003-1758 and your NPDES permit number, and send correspondence to the

sets forth the findings of fact and how you violated the
mechanism for resolving these violations. All Tesponse

attention of Ms. Judy Sullivan (6EN-WC).

The violations cited in the attached Order should be corrected within a reasonable time
period. Our stafl will assist you in any way possible to ensure that your facility returns to

As part of the enforcement process, EPA is authorized to require corrective action and,
possibly, assess approptiate penalties. If penalties are assessed, the Agency will consider a
number of factors, including the natire and magnitude of the violations, the period of
noncompliance and the impact of the violations on Iuman health, or the envirorment. By statuie,
the penalties assessed can be as much as $27,500 per day. In ordet to avoid any such action, or to

inimize the amount of penalties you may be assessed if farther action is warranted,
noncompliance should be corrected as soon as possible.

Ragyeled/Recyclably » Priniad with Vegotable Of Basad inks on 100% Racycled Fapar (40% Pestconsumer)




2.

Your cooperation and prompt attention will be appreciated, If you have any questions,
please contact Ms. Cecilia Kernodle, EPA, Dallas, Texas at (214) 665-6452.

Sincerely yours,

;27\/ Moy Vs
Samuel Colempan, P.E.
Diractor

Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division

cet Ma. Cheryl Nolan
Enforcement Program Manager
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality



UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 6
In the Matter of § Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758
§
ST. CHARLES PARISH, a §
Louisiana political subdivision, §
§ FINDINGS OF VIOLATION
Permittee § AND
§ ORDER FOR COMPLIANCE
NPDES Permit No. LA0032131 §

Statutory Authority
The following FINDINGS are made, and ORDER issued, under the authority vested in the

Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), by Bections 308(a)
and 30%a) of the Clean Water Act (hereln "the Act™), 33 U.5.C. §§ 1318(2) and 1319(a). The
Administrator of EPA has delegated the authority to issue this Order to the Repgional
Administrator of EPA Repion 6, who has further delegated this authority to the Director of the

Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division,

Findines
1. 8t. Charles Parish (herein "Permittee") is a political subdivision of the state of
Louisiana, and as such, the Permittes Is a "person,” as that term is defined at Section 502(5) of

the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1362(5), and 40 C.FR. § 122.2.

2. At all times relevant to this Order, the Permittes owned or operated a wastewater
treatment plant, located in St. Charles Parish, Louisiana (herein "the facility™), and was therefore

an "owner or operator” within the meaning of 40 CF.R. § 122.2,



Docket No. CWA-(06-2003-1758
Page 2

3. At all relevant times, the facility was a "poiot source” of a "discharge” of "pollutanis"
with Its municipal wastewater, to the receiving waters of George Cousin Canal; thence o
Lake Cataquatche in Segment No. 0203 of the Barataria Basin, which are "waters of the
United States" within the meaning of Section 502 of the Act, 33 U.8.C. § 1362, and 40 C.F.E.

§ 122.2.

4. Because the Permittee owned or operated a facility that is a point source of discharges
of pollutants to waters of the UJ.S., the Permittee and the facility were subject to the Act and the

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.

5, Under Section 301 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1311, it is ynlawful for any person 10
discharge any pollutant from a point source to waters of the United States, except with the
authorization of, and in compliance with, an NPDES permit issued pursuant to Section 402 of the

Act, 33 U.8.C. § 1342.

6. Section 402(a) of the Aet, 33 US.C. § 1342(=), provides that the Administrator of
EPA may issue permits under the NPDES program for the discharge of pollutamts from point
sourees to waters of the United States. Any such discharge is subject o (he specific tenms and

conditions prescribed in the appYcable permit.

7. The Permittee applied for and was issued NPDES Permit No, LAG032131 (herein "the
permmit”) under Section 402 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1342, which became effective on
Qctober 23, 1993. At all relevant times, the Permittee was authorized to discharge pollutants
from the facility to waters of the United States only in compliance with the specific terms and

conditions of the permit,
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8, Parts III.C. and II1.D. of the permit require the Permittce to sample and test its
effluent and monitor its compliance with permit conditions according to specific procedures in
order to determine the facility's compliance or nonecompliance with the permit and applicable
regulations. They also require the Permittee to file with EPA certified Diseharge Monitoting

Reports (DMRs) of the results of monitering, and Noncompliance Reports when appropriate.

9. Part I.A of the permit places certain limitations on the quality and quantity of effluent
discharged by the Permittee. The relevant discharge limitations are as (ollows:
Discharge Limitations

(Ibs/day) Other Units ~ (Specify)
30-day Avg. 30-day Avg. daily max

Effluent Characteristies

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (ROD) 83(183) 10mgl 15 mgl
Total Suspended Solids (TS5) 125(275) 10 mg/l 23 mgfl
Fecal Coliform Bacteria (colonoes/1 00mi) 200 400

10. Certified DMRs filed by the Permittee with EPA in compliance with the permit, show
discharges of pollutants from the facility that exceed the permitted effluent limitations established

in Part LA of the permit, as specified below:

Date Parameter Yiolation Limit

6/02 BOD, 30-day avg. 497.90 lhs/day 183 Ibs/day
BOD, 30-day avg, 40.30 mg/1 10 mg/l
BOD, 7-dayavg. 52, mg/l 15 mgl
T8S, 30-day avg, 629.18 Ths/day 275 lhs/day
T3S, 30-day avg. 58.80 mg/l 15 mg/l
T8S, 7-dayavg, 101. mg/l 23 mpfl

7/02 BOD, 30-day avg. 401.11 Ibs/day 183 Tbs/day
BOD, 30-day avg, 32.57 mg/l 10 mg/l
BOD, 7-dayavg. 49. mg/l 15 mp/l
TSS, 30-day avg, 423.43 lbs/day 275 The/day
T5S, 30-day ave. 38.29 mg/l 15 mp/l
T3S, 7-dayavg. 55. mgfl 23 mg/l
Fecal Coliform, daily max. 680#/ml 400#/ml



BOD, 30-day avg.
BOR, 30-day ave.
BOD, 7-day avg.
T8S, 30-day ave.
T8S, 30-day avp.
T88, 7-dayavg.

. CWA-06-2003-1758

424,83 lhs/day

462.28 Ibs/day

11, Administrative Order Docket No. CWA-06-2002-0010 wag issued to the Pennitts;_c

on, July 2, 2002. The order cited effluent violations through May 2002, and required the
..F________——"

Permittee to respond and cite what actions would be taken to eliminate the violations. Ina

‘ response dated July 17, 2002, the Permittee cived that they would take some short term actio

eliminate the viplations at the Lyling Oxidation Pond, but they would also 1ake long term actions

to transfer all flow from the Luling Pond to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatrnant Plant. The

Permittee will begin by transferring approximately 40% of the flow from Luling to the
—

Hahmville Plant, and by January 2006, have all flow transferred and eliminate discharge from the

Luling Oxidation Pond. The schedule is incogorated in this Order. é% )

12. Each violation of the condirions of the permit or regulations described above, is a

violation of Section 301 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1311,

Based on the foregoing Findings and pursuant to the authonty of Sections 308 and 305 of

the Act, EPA HEREBY ORDERS THE PERMITTEE to take the following action;

A. The Perminee shall comply with the following schedule for construction of a new

wastewater freatment plant.
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ACTIVITY

DUE DATE

Initiate design Bids to transfer all flows from
Luling Qxidation Pond to Hahnville Westewater Treatment Plant

Accept bids for Bourg and Bootlegger pumnp station improvements.

Initiate bidding of design improvements to transfer all flows from
the Luling Oxidation Pond, and to provide necessary improvements
to the Hahnville Wasiewater Plant,

Completion of Bourg and Bootlegger Pump Station improvements
and transfer of associated flows from the Laling Oxidation Pond,
to Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Initiate construction of improvements to transfer all flows from
Luling Oxidation Pond and of improvements to
Halmville Wastewater Treaiment Plant.

Complete construction of improvenents and eliminate discharge,
from Luling Oxidation Pond

Lt

Qctober 30, 2002

November 30, 2002

Ootober 30, 2003

\

Novemiber 30, 2003

January 31, 2004

B. That the Permittes shall submit quarterly progress reports on the 1% of October,

K

through completion of the project. *

@ C. That within 14 days of completion of each of the tasks listed above in A., the Permittee

January 31, 2006

Janwary, April and July, The first report is due January 1, 2003. The teports shall be submitted

shall submit a report stating compliance with the tagk,

D Any information or correspondence submitted by the Permittee to EPA under this

Order shall be addressed to the following:

Ms. Judy Sullivan

Water Enforcement Branch (6EN-WC)
EPA Region 6

1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202

——

/

&
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General Provisions

Issuance of this Order shall not be deemed an election by EPA t¢ forego any
administrative or judicial, civil or criminal action to seek penalties, fines, or any other relief
appropriate under the Act for the violations cited herein, or other violations that become lenown.

EPA. reserves the right to seek any remedy available under the law that it deems appro priate.

Failure to comply with this Order or the Act can result in further administrative action, or

a civil judicial action initiated by the U.S. Department of Justice. Ifthe United States initiates a

civil judicial action, Respondent will be subject to civil penaliies ofup to $27.500 per day per
violation.!

If a criminal action j2 iniriared by 11.8. Department of Justice, and Respondent is convicted

L —

of a criminal offense under Section 309(c) of the Act, the Respondent may become ineligible for

certain contracts, grants, or loans under Secrion 508 of the Act.
_____i-—ﬂ—_‘-——-—b

This Order does not constilute a waiver or modifieation of the terms or conditions of the
Pepmittee's NEDES peoudt, which reraing in full force and effect. Compliance with the terms and
conditipns of this Order does not relieve the Permittee of its obligations to comply with any
applicable federal, state, or local law or regulation.

The effective date of this Or 955 the date it is received by the Permitiee.

Director
Compliance Assurance and

Enforcement Division

The civil penalty smounts that can be assessed under Seotion 309 of the Clean Water Act were amended by the
Civil Monetary Pepalty Inflation Adjustment Rule (61 Fed, Reg, 69359, December 31, 1996, as corrected in
62 Fed, Reg. 13514, March 20, 1997), effective Jume 1, 1997, under the Debt Collections Improvement Act of
1996, 31 ULS.C. § 3701, et. seq., for all violations occurring or eontinuing after January 30, 1997.



ALBERT 0. LAQUE
Pansh Prasiden|

GREGORY E. BUSH. LTC, USA, Ratirad

ST. CHARLES PARISH
DEPARTMENT OF WASTEWATER

F.O. BOX 705 + LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
(985) 7835100 » (985) 783-5102 » FAX (985) 785-6503

VER

1

July 17, 2002 Yl
Directer 4, . :’ ll
P e R

Ms. Judy Sullivan

Water Enforcement Branch (6EN-WC)
EPA Region 6

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, Texas 75202

Subject: Docket No. CWA-06-2002-0010
Luling Oxidation Pond — NPDES Permit No, LA0032131
Comprebensive Written Corrective Action Plan

Subject; Luling Oxjdation Pond — NPDES Permit No. LA0032131
Toxicity Redoction Evaluation

Dear Ms. Sullivan:

In response to the subject Administrative Order received on July 9, 2002, St. Charles
Parish does not believe complete comrection of the violations cited are possible within
thirty (30) days of the effective date of the Order. This is despite the initiation of
multiple actions to correct the problem prior to receipt of the Administrative Order,

Accordingly a comprehensive written corrective action plan to eliminate the cited
viclations is provided below. This plan is provided in three phases, short-term actions to
obtain compliance, actions taken to implement the Toxicity Reduction Evaluation (TRE)
and long-term actions to eliminate any future compliance problems. The shori-term
actions will be taken to assure compliance, However, since long-term maintenance of the
Luling Oxidation Pond has proven difficult~resulting in_eventual depradation of pond
conditions and performance, the long-term action plan will further assure compliance by
rerouting flows to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.

—




* Corrective Action Plan

Short Term Corrective Actions

Activities Prigr to July 9, 20062

Maerch 20, 2002 Hired professional engingering consultamts Camp Dresser &
McKee to address both short-term and long-term compliance
issues at the Luling Oxidation Pond, Multiple problems were
identified contributing to noncompliance at the facility inclyding:

* Severe short-circuiting due to destruction of curtain walls
between cells of the pond. This destruction was due to the
previous use of water hyacinths to control algae,

» Several asrators were currently inoperable.

» Excessive algae blooms contributing 10 BOD and TS5
violations and potential toxicity of the effluent.

* Inoperable rapid sand filters damaged through attempts to
filter out excessive algae blooms.

April 12, 2002 Conceptual design workshop was held to establish short-term and
long-term corrective actions to obtain compliance at the Luling
Oxidation Pond. Minutes of this workshop are amached. Based
upon this workshop three types of alternatives were investigated to
obtain short-term compliance at the Luling Oxidation Pond, disk
filters, chemical addition, and enhanced high rate ¢lardfication.

April 15,2002 The plastic baffles between the first and second cell and second
and third cells were restored to significantly reduce the current
short-circuiting problems at the pond (See Attached Figure).

May 14,2002 Technical memorandum (as enclosed) recommending alternatives
to obtein short-term compliance at the Luling Oxidation Pond was
completed. Based upon issuance of this memorandum effluent
monitoring for chlorophyll A and pilot testing of an algaecide was
initiated. Severa) additional short-term improvements were also
giscusm:d to improve performance of the facility as indicated

elow.,

June 24, 2002 Initiated construction of additional earth berm to further reduce
short-circuiting, This berm will add a fourth cell and additional
detention time for wastewater treatment (See_Atrtached Figure),
The berm will also include a storage area for harvested hyacinths.




June 24,2002 Repair of existing aerators was completed and installation of
additional acrators was initiated.

July 1, 2002 Initiated pilot testing of algaecide to control algae blooms.
Ordered sand to repair and return to service the existing rapid sand
filters.

Activities To Be Completed
August 17, 2002 Complete piloting of algaecide and provide recommendations for
continued use, complete repairs to rapid sand filters.

August 30, 2002 Complete construction of earth berm to provide a fourth treatment
cell for the facility and re-introduction of water hyacinths into this
cell.

September 30,2002 Installation of five (5) additional aerators in Cell 2.
Qctober 30, 2002 Complets short-term correction actions.
November 30, 2002  Obtain operational compliance.

Toxicity Reduction Evaluation

The proposed schedule for the TRE is provided in the enclosed office memorandum and
proposes initiating the TRE on July 10, 2002, submitting the plan by October 8, 2002,
initiating the plan by November 8, 2002 and final completion of the plan by November &,
2004. 1t also commits to quarterly reports from Qctober 31, 2002 through October 31,
2004, The initiation of the TRE by Noventber 2002 will be coordinated with the short-
term corrective actions to eliminate compliance probiems due to algae blooms. This will
facilitate the assessment of any causes other than algae to the toxicity of the effluent.
Determination of additional constituents contributing to efflvent toxicity will require
review of improvements to the Luling Oxidation Pond necessary to remove these
constituents, The need for any capital improvements will be evaluated based upon the
long-term actions planned to eliminate the discharge from this facility,

Long-Term Corrective Actions

Activities Prior to July 9, 2002

December 2001 Initiated design improvements to transfer flows from the Bourg
and Bootlegger pump stations from the Luling Oxidation Pond to
the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant. Completion of these
improvements is anticipated to reroute approximately 40% of the
flaws away from the Luling Oxidation Pond further alleviating
compliance problems.



April 17, 2002

Initiated re-rating study for the Hahnville Wastewater Trealment
Plant and flow monitoring and hydraulic analysis of the Luling
Oxidation Pond collection system, The re-rating study will assure
flows rerouted from the Bourg and Bootlegger pump stations can
be effectively treated by the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment
Plant. This study will also establish necessary improvements to
the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant if all flows from the
Luling Oxidation Pond are rerouted from this facility.

Activities Top Be Completed

Auguat 30, 2002

QOctober 30, 2002

November 30, 2002

QOclober 30, 2003

November 30, 2003

January 31, 2004

Januwary 31, 2006

Initiate bidding of Bourg and Bootlegger pump station
improvements. Completion of re-rating study and determination of
improvements necessary to upgrade the Habpville Wastewater
Treatment Plant to handle all flows from the Luling Oxidation
Pond.

Initiate design improvements to trapgfer all flows from the Luling
Oxidation Pond and to provide necessary improvements to the
Hahnville Wastewarter Treatment Plant.

Accept bids for the Bourg and Bootlsgger pump station
improvements.

Initiatc.bidding of design improvements 1o transfer all flows from
the Luling Oxidation Pond and te provide necessary improvements
to the Hahnville Wastewuater Treatment Plant,

Completion of Bourg and Bootlegger pump station improvements
and transfer of agsociated flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond 1o
the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant,

Initiate construction of design improvements to transfer all flows
from the¢ Luling Oxidation Pond and to provide necessary
improvements to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Complete construction of design improvements 1o transfer all
flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond #nd to provide necessary
improvements to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Elimination of discharge from the Luling Oxidation Pond and
transfer of all flows to the Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant.



Al

The compliance plan provided above will be initiated pending any review or comment
from your office. St. Charles Parigh will appreciate any assistance from EPA Region 6 to
resolve this matter and will continue its efforts to provide a quick solution to this
problem,

Sincerely,

Y,

Sl .
Gregdr sh, LTC, USA, Retired
Ditkctoy of Pyblic Works/Wastewater

Enclosures

CC:  Ronnie Bean, LA Department of Environmental Quality
Albert Laque, St. Charles Pardsh President (letter only)
Sammy J. Accardo, Assistant Director of Wastewater (letter only)
L.1. Brady, Wastewater Superintendent (letter only)
Diane C. Troxler, Laboratory Coordinator
Adam Faschan, PhD.,P.E, Camp Dresser & MeKee, Inc. (letter only)
Barbara Jacob, St. Charles Parish Council Secretary (letter only)
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. CORPS DF ENGINEEAS
RO, BOX 60267
NEW OFLEANS, LOLISIANA 70150-0257

PEFLY T APR 2 6 2002

ATTENTION QOF:

Planning, Programs, and
Project Management Division
Project Management Branch - West

Heonorable Albert Lague
President

St. Charles Parish Council
Post Office Box 302
Hahnville, Louisiana 70057

Dear Mr. Lague:

I am writing this lekter in reference to the Luling
Oxidation Pond, Bt. Charles Parigh, Louisgiana, Section 206,
Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Study, which is being completed by
the U.B. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New Orleans District
(¥OD) . Thig gstudy was initiated following the reception of a
letter-of-intent from the parish, dated October 1999. Following
receipt of initial funding, a Preliminary Restoratiom Plan (PRE)
was completed in September 2000. Our Division office approved
the PRP in February 2001. On February 22, 2001, we met with
members of the Parish Councll and the Wastewater Office to
gigcuss the plans for continmuation of the stuody.

At this meeting, I explained that the PRP was a quick
decision document prepared by NOD in order to gain Division
approval to progeed with the 12-month feasibility study. Upon
completion of the feasibility study, the NOD proceeded with
plans and specifications for the proposed wetland assimilation
efforts; using treated wastewater to revitalize and restore the
degraded wetland unit near the Luling Pond. Ik ig at this time
that the parish would have been recquested to enter into a
Froject Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with the USACE, Following
the meetineg, I wae requested to proceed with the study and to
coordinate the study efforts with Measrs. Steven Fall and Sammy
Accardo of the Wastewater Office. To date, these study efforts
have been coordinated with the appropriate personnel at the




parish. We are nearing the end of our plans and specifications
phase. Construction was slated for fiscal year 2003.

Recently, I had a conversation with Messrs. Greg Bush,
Sammy Accardo, and a team of consultants regarding the
regionalization of the wastewater treatment for the west bank of
St. Charles Parish. During this conversation, it was apparent
that the Tyling Oxidation Pond would be non-gperational in_the
near future with the consdlidation of all west bank sewerage at
the Hahnville Plant. This new information has caused me to
fequest. termination of the current project. The Luling Plant is
¢ritical to the implementation of the wetland assimilation
project. Without the guarantee of the concinued use of this
plant, the USACE cannot participate in the project. According
to Mr. Greg Bush, consolidation of the west bank sewerage is
eminent, and the Luling Plant could be shut down in 3 to 5
years. I cannot support the construction of this project due to
the short-term project life. Please inform me by May 13, 2002,
if my information is inaccurate, and the parish wishes to
continue with the project. Contimuation of the project would
require a letter of commitment to the current project. Please
send your response to the following address:

U.5. Arymy Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267
ATTN: Mr. Shawn Vicknair (CEMVN-PM-W)

If you have any questicns, please do not hesitate to contact
myself at (504) 862-2024, Your response is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Yl V8~

Shawn vicknair
Project Manager




[

- . "

ST. CHARLES PARISH
OFFICE OF THE PARISH PRESIDENT

PO BOX 02 « MAHNVILLE, LOUISIANA 70057
{301b} 783-5000 + FAX {365) 7806015

ALRERT O LAQUE May 17, 2002
PANEN PRESIDEMT e,
L. 8. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
ATTN: Mr. Shawn Vicknair, Project Manager (CEMVN-PM-W)
Post Office Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

JUL 8 200

PARISH COUNGIL REGORDS

. Dear Mr., Vicknair:

['am in receipt of your letter dated April 26, 2002. This is to advise that on Navember 20,
2902, our Parish Council adopted Ordinance No. 00-] 1-16 approving and authorizing the execution
of a contract with Comite Resources, LLP, to conduct a Use Attainability Analysis relative to
[ffluent discharge for the Luling Oxidation Pond into adjacent wetlands,

':;'(‘ Our position now is the same as it was then - “When the study is completed and resul(s are
reported by Comite Resources we will make a decision as to the optians avajlable for the Luling
Oxidation Pond discharge.” ~ ’

We will cooperate with the Corps in any way possible, but we cannot state at this time 4
whether or not we will be able (o transport all Westhank area sewerage to the Hahnville Wastewater %‘
Treatment Plant or upgrade the Luling Oxidation Pond.

As always it is a pleasure doing business with your office: however, until we receive
commitments for the necessary mories available and needed to achieve gither one of these projects
we cannat obligate ourselves to any particular project.

I will keep you advised as to pur feasibility study results being analyzed by Comite
X " o .
Resources, LLP. Curent information suggests that it will take approximately 12 1o 18 months from
this date before any vesults are forthcoming,

As always, | appreciate the Corps working with St, Charles Parish. Plesse do not hesilate to
contact me at 985-783-5000 if further information is needed,

Sincerely

ﬁ%’}/&ﬁégfwﬂ

Albert D. Lague,
Parish President
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ST. CHARLES PARISH

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS | WASTEWATER
p,0, BOX 705 LULING, LOUISIANA 70070
(985) 783-5100 FAX (985) 785-6303
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PARISH PRESIDENT
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The Honorable Mr, Albert Laque
Parish President

FROM: Mr. Steven M. Fall, P.E. @#

Direcior of Public Works/Wastewater

Subject: Memorandum — Luling exidation pond

Dear Mr. Laque: '
The Parish Council did not approve the full sewer rate increase that was recommended by Gulf
South Engineers. In doing so this has cut the capital-operating portion of the wastewater tudget
down to zero. We are rapidly approaching the summer months and héve nol been able to comect
any problems at the Luling oxidation pond. The problems associated with the pond detailed below
will cost well in excess of $100,000. The wastewaler Department is not adequately §laffed 10

gp perform capital projects (expenditures under $100,000) in house. Any Capital project groseding

$100,000 must be bid out in accordance with public bid laws. To cormect some or all of the
sprottomes we need a set of contract documents to bid with. Hartman Engineering is cwmentty
performing an analysis of the pond to help with any permitting or cotrective action peaded under
environmental compliance, Hartman however, can not prepare a set of contract documents or do
the design work needed for the pond under their program management contracl, CDM has offered
to perform the corrective design for upder 540,000 using supplemental services under the sewer
regionalization program. Since the pond is part of the regionalization effort I don’t sez a problam
with this. At the last council meeting some of the council members abjected to this idea, therefore
I think we need to have the Farish Attomey review this. Attached is the background information
on the pond and a lis;t, problems, which need to be corrected immediately,

s F

Background:
Facultative Lagoons (Ponds) treat waste by utilizing algae and bacteria to degrade organic matter.

The algae and bacteria eat wastes and nutrients and produce certain by-products from the
digestion.




tly depending o0 climare conditions, Ponds

Facultative Lagoons (Ponds) reat wWasle inconsisten
depend upon the vagaries of nature for operating conditions.

The Ponds huve three operaling 20ones- (1) u surface zone which utilizes aerobic bacteria (bacteria

thar use oxygen 1o degrade organic matier) and algac @ remove wasies (BODS). Aumospheric
(ulgal photosynlh::sis)

diffusion (entrained oxygen) i3 important in this layer along with sunlight
During summer months ponds can treat mors waste in this zone because of lurger ulgae bloams.
(2) An intermediate zone thar utilizes facultative bacteria (bucteria that are indifferent to the use of
oxygen 1o degrade organie marer), This zone ig part aerabic and part anuerobic. (3) A botlom zone
where accumnulated solids (sludge, ete.) are actively decomposed by anaerobic bacteria (bucieria

that don’t use oxygen to degrade organic marer).

The surface zone of the pond contains aquatic vegetation (water hyacinth). Water hyaeinth remove
ajgae from the effluent, The hyacinth remove natrients and block eneryy (sunlight) [rom reaching
algae. Thus, without nutrierns and energy, the algae become inactive and seule 1o the borom of

the pond.

Problems with the Luling pond:

(1) Sludge accumulation - Organic material (BOD3) is stored at the botont ol the pond. This
occurs when aquatic vegetation (hyaciath) dies during the winter monihs (cold weather kills), o
?vhen maintenance Spraying occurs (herbicides). During the summer the remperature of the water
increases and the organic materia] stored in the bottom layer begins to be broken down
anaerobically and ar higher levels. This becomes 2 problem when the oxygen demand o the
sgrfac‘e of the pond is greater than the acrobic surface can produce. This causes discharge
violarions, M_orc aerators are needed, About 340 HP (Big Bucks),

(2) }iyacmth culture units needed in last cells of the pond —The hyucinth are free Hoating
vegetation that mass together with heavy winds and blow through separation currains and
eq}upment causing damage. The hyacinth are needed to remove algag but only in the last portion
of the treatment process. Hyacinth also need to be mechanically harvesied oa a five-week cycle 10
k_eep organic matter to a minimum and not sprayed with herbicides, which cause the dead plants (0
sipk to the bottom of the pond.

(3)  Smaller cells with equalization conduits are needed for easy muinienance- the pond is one
lz;rge cell over 60 'acrcs. Ttis very hard 1o mainrain and is a safery concern if a levee fails.

i x)ists, Recircularion of a portion of the eftluent will help with overloads- no recirculation piping

1f you have any questions or comments please contact me.

Ce:  Sammy Accardo
ADWW
Jan Evans
Hartman Engineering

SMF:smf
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