December 16, 2008

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development

(Section 85)

P. O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9245

Dear Committee Members:


The Members of the St. Charles Parish Council and the Parish President respectfully request the Department of Transportation and Development consider the following proposals as priorities for St. Charles Parish:

I.
Construct a Center Turn Lane on US 90 through Paradis
Widening US 90 is required for the construction of a center turn lane through the town of Paradis.  Lack of a center lane has been the cause of numerous accidents, near misses, and several fatalities.  The health, safety, and welfare of every motorist are placed at a significant risk at all times of the day from the +30,000 vehicles utilizing this highway each day.

II.
Widen LA 50 - Almedia Road, St. Rose from LA 48 to US 61
Widen LA 50, Almedia Road in St. Rose from its intersection with LA 48 to its intersection with US 61.  This is a very narrow substandard road, carrying a high volume of traffic, and used as an evacuation route in the increasingly growing populated area; there are deep open ditches along the road creating a hazardous situation.  LA 50 is a major artery connecting two busy State Highways.
III.
Construct Center Turn Lane on US 90 from Maryland Drive to Coronado Drive West and Reduce Speed Limit
US 90 is a very heavily traveled roadway and the main thoroughfare through the Commercial District of St. Charles Parish.  With the addition of Primrose Subdivision and the numerous new businesses along this section of US 90, traffic has increased at an alarming rate.  The safe access to businesses on Highway 90 is compromised due to the lack of a center continuous lane.
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IV.
Expedite the installation of a protective barrier along US 61 from I-310 to Norco, in St. Charles Parish
Several fatalities have occurred along this section of Highway when vehicles involved in accidents run off the road and into the water.  It is felt that these fatalities may have been avoided if some type of protective barrier were installed along this section of Highway.
V.
Relocation of LA 3060 (Barton Avenue) to a new State route from US 90 to LA 18 at Willowdale Boulevard

LA 3060 is a main connector from LA 18 to US 90 that is extremely congested, narrow and in a residential area.  A relocated LA 3060 would allow for a properly designed limited access highway to handle the large volume of traffic in an efficient and safe manner.  With the proposed construction of I-49 this Project is even more critical as the traffic flow on LA 3060 will be greatly increased.  This Project should be a component of the I-49 Project.
VI.
Construct a Center Turn Lane on LA 48 from Ormond Plantation to I-310
This proposed center turn lane on LA 48 will provide necessary relief to the traffic congestion occurring on this heavily traveled route.  We support doing this project in phases and recommend Phase I of the project address the most congested area:

a) Browns Curve to I-310 interchange.  This Phase should be built as soon as possible due to the extraordinary high volume of traffic.  This section of roadway currently has no turn lanes, no signal or caution lights, inadequate drainage.  Congestion is a result of commercial establishments (service stations, fast food, groceries), a private elementary school, a public middle school, eight (8) residential subdivisions, several churches, a cemetery, etc.

VII.
Install Traffic Control Signal at the intersection of LA 626 and US 61
Due to the high volume of traffic on US 61 and the increased traffic volume on LA 626 this has become a dangerous intersection.  A traffic signal will greatly improve the safety of all vehicles using this intersection.
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These issues are of great importance to our citizens and we would deeply appreciate any help you could give in solving these problems.

Sincerely,

DENNIS NUSS, CHAIRMAN
WENDY BENEDETTO

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VII
COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICT III

CAROLYN K. SCHEXNAYDRE

PAUL J. HOGAN, PE

COUNCILWOMAN AT LARGE,

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT IV

DIVISION A

TERRY AUTHEMENT



LARRY COCHRAN

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT V

DIVISION B

BILLY RAYMOND, SR.



MARCUS M. LAMBERT

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT I


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI

SHELLEY M. TASTET

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II

Enclosure

