St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
May 8, 2008


Minutes



PZS-2008-17 requested by Bunge North America, Inc. for revocation and resubdivision of a portion of James St. West, a 40 ft. street, 12442 River Rd.  Lots 14 through 34 of Block 1 and the Pecan Grove School Lot herein designated as Lot 14A, Destrehan, St. Charles Parish, La.  Zoning District R-1A (proposed M-1).  Council District 5

Jerry Gibson, 41 Yellowstone Drive, New Orleans, La.  Mr. Gibson stated that the street has never been used for years.  

Mr. Bordner asked if he is trying to revoke this street at this time.

Mr. Gibson stated yes.

Speaking in favor:

None

Speaking in opposition:
Raoul Laurent, III.  Mr. Laurent brought up the issue as to the financial interest that Bunge brings to the parish.  He mentioned that Bunge is currently in litigation with the parish over property taxes and that the Assessor and the School Board are in litigation with Bunge over a very large tax exemption that they applied for a few years ago.  I’m asking that the Commission recommend denial.

Carolyn Laurent, 121 Pelican, Destrehan.  Ms. Laurent asked the Commission to vote no on this issue also.  

Joseph James stated that he owns property there and if they revoke the street, it’s going to create a problem for the use of my property. Mr. James asked the Commission to vote no.

Toni Offner, 12640 River Road, Destrehan.  Ms. Offner asked the Commission to vote against this request.

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Booth asked if Bunge owns property on both sides of the street in that area?

Mr. Gibson stated yes.  He stated that the area they are asking for revocation, they own both sides of that property.

Mr. Booth asked if it is an improved street, a dirt road or what is it.

Mr. Gibson stated that the first 100 feet is (end of tape)

Mr. Booth asked if he is asking for revocation of an improved street that is a dirt road?

Mr. Gibson stated yes.

Mr. Gibbs asked if there was a public need for the right of way.

Mr. Gibson stated not that he is aware of.

Ms. Stein gave the departments recommendation for approval.

Mr. Bordner asked Ms. Stein about the point that Mr. James brought up that he has property that sits behind this and with revoking the street it would limit his ability to have access to his property.

Ms. Stein stated that the Department is unclear where Mr. James’ property might be.  She stated that the Department has documentation indicating that Bunge owns all of the properties enclosed in red.  The revocation would be right in the middle. 

Mr. Bordner asked what is behind.

Ms. Stein stated that is not subject to the application.

Mr. Bordner asked Mr. James to show his documents to Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein looked at the map and said the Mr. James’ property would not be affected, he would be able to get to it.

Mr. Clulee clarified that Bunge owns on both sides.

Mr. Brou stated that the Department of Waterworks has no objection to the revocation, but there is a condition put on the revocation.  He stated that there is a 6 inch  water main that runs along the undeveloped road and it extends approximately 485 ft. As a condition of the revocation, the Waterworks Department plan on abandoning the pipeline in place.  He stated that they would sever the connection at the most southern part of the street and abandon it in place.  He stated that Bunge has accepted the condition. He stated that he just wanted it to be on the record.

Mr. Bordner asked Mr. Cochran since the fire hydrant is going to be moved from that area, is that going to have any affect on his ability to provide any fire water.

Mr. Cochran stated no there is one at the corner.

Mr. Brou stated that there is a hydrant at the corner where the road passes in front of the school.  He stated that one would remain in place, he stated that the hydrant that would be affected is actually at the end of the road and it shouldn’t affect anything.

Mr. Bordner stated that he is looking for an amendment to the vote to require the information from the letter from Mr. Brou to indicate upon approval, the Department of Waterworks 6 inch water main which extends 485 ft. approx. to the portion of West James Street subject to this revocation request, as a condition of the approval of this request, Bunge North America has agreed to accept responsibility for the abandoned portion of the water main on the referenced property.  The Department of Waterworks will remove the fire hydrant at the end of the referenced water main and separate the portion to be abandoned from the remainder of our active line prior to the actual revocation.

Motion by Mr. Clulee to add the condition that he Department of Waterworks 6 inch water main which extends 485 ft. approx. to the portion of West James Street subject to this revocation request, as a condition of the approval of this request, Bunge North America has agreed to accept responsibility for the abandoned portion of the water main on the referenced property.  The Department of Waterworks will remove the fire hydrant at the end of the referenced water main and separate the portion to be abandoned from the remainder of our active line prior to the actual revocation, second by Mr. Booth.

YEAS:

Clulee, Bordner, Becnel, Booth, Gibbs, Wolfe

NAYS:
None 

ABSENT:
Poche

Motion carries.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Clulee, Bordner, Becnel, Booth, Gibbs, Wolfe

NAYS:
None 

ABSENT:
Poche

The resubdivision and revocation has been recommended for approval.

