St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	June 2, 2011
	Minute
Mr. Booth:  The next item is PZSPU 2011-05 requested by Brian Driskill and Larry D’Antoni for a special permit to develop vehicle racing on two (2) acres of land zoned M-1 located at 10390 Airline Drive, St. Rose. Council District 5.  This item is on the table, do I hear a motion to remove it?

Mr. Clulee:  I’ll make that motion.

Mr. Booth:  Do we have a second?

Mr. Gibbs:  I’ll second it.

Mr. Booth:  We have a motion and a second to remove from the table.  Okay let’s vote to remove that.

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	None

Mr. Booth:  Ok that’s active before us tonight, unanimously. Ok Ms. Stein. 

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair. The applicants request Special Permission to develop and operate a mud drag strip and associated facilities in an M-1 zoning district with a waiver from the required permanent, dust-free driveway paving and also from beautification landscaping.  Ordinance 11-5-2, to allow vehicle racing as a Special Permit if granted by Ordinance of the Council (with a recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission) was approved last month.  The applicants indicate this type of racing is a tailgating event that generally requires few permanent facilities. Staff has determined that a concrete driveway onto Airline and permanent restroom facilities are required and must be permitted under the commercial building permit process. 

Parish officials conducted a noise study and were satisfied that the proposed use would not interfere with the enjoyment of property in St. Rose.  Any use of property must comply with the St. Charles Parish Noise Ordinance; and the applicants have been advised that a Special Permit cannot exempt their use from the Noise Ordinance.

The submitted site plan exceeds the recommended track design standards of the MRA with regard to pit area, staging area, race lane separation from each other and spectators, and length and guard railing of the shut-down area (area after the finish line).  Staff has requested minor revisions for clarity.

The site plan suggests:
· Two (2) 35’ wide, 200’ long mud racing lanes separated from each other by two (2) permanent guardrails
· Race lanes separated from spectators by both a 35’ wide pit lane and a permanent guardrail
· “Shutdown area” is an additional 600’ after the finish line
· Guardrail separating spectators continues an additional 300’ along the shut-down area creating a protected spectator area of 500’ linear feet.
· Tailgaters will be allowed to line up along the 500’ guardrail.
· A 10’ x 32’ restroom building
· Six (6) lights
· Six (6) fire extinguisher locations along the track and shutdown area

The Department recommends approval with the following – 

Approval with the following:
Waivers:
1.  Waiver from required beautification landscaping
2.  Waiver from required dust-free hard surface for access drive and parking

Stipulations:
1.  The application shall notify the Department of Planning and Zoning if/when attendance at any event exceeds 400 people at any time during any event.  If attendance exceeds this number, Planning staff will coordinate with fire, emergency medical services, the Sheriff, and any other health/safety office to determine if additional site restrictions or requirements should be applied.  The Planning and Zoning Director may require the applicant to re-file or apply for an amendment to the Special Permit.

2.  Any gate on the driveway shall be setback a distance to allow a truck and trailer combination to safely pull onto the driveway and keep Airline Drive clear.

3.  Emergency Medical Services (EMS) shall be on site for at least the first two events and the Planning Director working with Emergency Services shall determine whether on-site EMS will continue to be a requirement of the Special Permit thereafter.

4.  Minor changes for clarity, as requested by Planning Staff, are allowed to the submitted site plan.

5. All events shall comply with the requirements of the St. Charles Parish noise ordinance. 

Mr. Booth: Thank you Ms. Stein. This is a public hearing for PZSPU-2011-05 Brian Driskill and Larry D’Antoni for a Special Permit for vehicle drag racing on Airline Drive in St. Rose.  Anyone here in favor of this application, would you step forward.  Yes Sir. State your name and address for the record please Sir.
I’m Larry D’Antoni, 1512 Severn Avenue, Metairie, La.

Mr. Booth: Is this description that was just read pretty much what you plan to do? Do you have some comments about your business there?

Mr. D’Antoni:  Yes Sir as far as everything that has been explained so far is exactly what we plan on doing out there.

Mr. Booth:  You understand the requirements of noise and the other stipulations?

Mr. D’Antoni:  Yes Sir I spoke with the Zoning Commission, we went over the stipulations and that is not going to be an issue at all.

Mr. Booth:  Ok thank you Sir.  Anyone else to speak in favor of this application, please step forward?  Anyone to oppose this application, please step forward. Anyone to oppose this application for vehicle racing on Airline Drive in St. Rose? Hearing none, the public hearing is now closed.  Do we have any questions or discussion from any Commissioners? Yes Sir, Mr. Clulee.

Mr. Clulee:  Ms. Stein, this waiver, you are waiving flowers and beautification stuff and all?

Ms. Stein:  The activity with the setback a distance from Airline Hwy. in excess of 1500 ft., the applicants have requested the waiver.

Mr. Clulee:  And you recommended it? This is a first in history for me.

Ms. Marousek:  Just a point of clarification, if the Commission is comfortable with the stipulations and the waivers in total, you can make an amendment to approve with the stipulations and the waivers.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am anyone else have any comments? This is in my area and I’ve gone out and looked at the site.  In fact the Waffle House has just opened in the last week or so will probably receive a lot of business from this activity.  The activity like the driving range is set quite a ways back, you really wouldn’t know that it’s there unless you knew and stopped because traffic moves fairy brisk through that area.  I don’t see a problem with it, I think that it brings more revenue to the parish.  Ok. PZSPU-2011-05, the application for the race track on Airline Drive with waivers for beautification, since all you would be able to see is dust in the distance and the hard surface drive is required from Airline Drive going in a certain distance and the stipulation that if more than 400 people show up that Planning and Zoning needs to become involved again to see if we need to do an adjustment, also a gate setback so that someone inadvertently turns in and the track is closed, they won’t block traffic on Airline Hwy.  and that the EMS will at least be at the first 2 events and be coordinated to be there, that’s a good idea I’m sure that if someone has an accident and then of course the stipulation that the Department can make some minor changes. 

Mr. Clulee:  Ms. Marousek you suggested that we vote on the waivers first or take it all together?

Ms. Marousek:  I would say that unless there is an objection to any of the waivers or stipulations by a Commissioner member, you can take it all together.

Mr. Clulee:  I make a motion that we take it all together.

Mr. Gibbs: I’ll second.

Mr. Booth:  I wasn’t quite finished the last stipulation.

Mr. Clulee:  I’m sorry.

Mr. Booth:  It’s noise ordinance. We need to make sure that we don’t bother the Sheriff with having too much noise because some of the alligators in the back may get upset. Ok we’re voting on this particular application with the waivers and stipulations as stated.  Let’s call for the vote.

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee
NAYS:		None
ABSENT:	None

Mr. Booth:  And that goes forward unanimously.  You need to be at the Council meeting on June 20th to seek your final approval.  We recommend that they do approve it. Thank you.

