St. Charles Parish                    Planning & Zoning Commission                      February 3, 2000

                                                                      Minutes


Mr. Lambert submitted an ordinance to be rescinded by the Council at the February 7, 2000 Council meeting.

Motion to deviate by Mr. DuRousseau, second by Mr. Wilson to take up special matter

YEAS:

Wilson, Reaves, Charles, Richoux, Derveloy, DuRousseau, Babineaux

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
None

Mr. Lambert stated that the department supports the ideals of the Parish Council, however, the ordinance that was adopted is flawed.  The parish could incur serious financial liabilities.  This ordinance applies to lots that have already been subdivided.  We have not been put in a position to refuse a permit for any of these lots.  What we would like to do, is draft an ordinance that would meet all of these goals, but an ordinance that would be enforceable.  The Department is In the process of rewriting the ordinance.

Mr. DuRousseau would feel better to advertise correctly and have the public be able to review it.

Mr. Lambert stated that the deadline was missed to advertise it.

Mr. Derveloy asked if we don’t take any action, will the Council go on with the public hearing.

Mr. Lambert stated that it doesn’t mean that they cannot act upon it, but we feel that the Planning Commission should give a recommendation.

Mr. Wilson agrees with Mr. DuRousseau.  He stated that you have to have a public hearing to amend the zoning ordinance.  

Ms. Richoux asked if to simplify the matter if “existing subdivisions” could be added.

Ms. Charles stated that if this is the recommendation from the legal department, we should act upon it.

Mr. DuRousseau respectfully disagreed with Ms. Charles. He feels that it should run its course.

Mr. Reaves asked Mr. Lambert what would it take for the Parish Council do totally rescind this ordinance.

Mr. Lambert stated 5 votes.

Mr. Reaves stated that it seems that the Department has done the wrong thing and now you’re trying to correct.

Mr. Lambert stated that was correct.  We’re trying to avoid liability.  It has been introduced and will be heard at the Council meeting on Monday night.

Mr. Reaves stated that he does not want to get bogged down with anything that he has not had a chance to look at.

Mr. Wilson stated he understands the urgency of this, but the Sunshine Laws give any public body the ability to call emergency meetings.  He does not feel good about this at all, but the attorney that suggests that we do this is the same guy that will have to defend it.

Mr. DuRousseau agrees with Mr. Wilson.  He restated that he feels very uncomfortable about voting on something that I have not had a chance to review.

Mr. DuRousseau motioned to open public hearing, second by Ms. Charles.

YEAS: 
Wilson, Charles, Richoux, Derveloy, DuRousseau, Babineaux

NAYS: 
Reaves

ABSENT: 
None

Mr. Lambert read the original ordinance and the ordinance to rescind it for the audience.

Speaking in favor:
None

Speaking in opposition:
None

After no objections, the public hearing was closed.

Mr. Reaves asked if anyone in the audience understood.  He stated that he’s not sure that everyone on the Commission understands.

Mr. Wilson stated that if we’re creating lots 2 months ago, people should not have to get a variance to put a house on it.

Motion by Mr. Wilson to add a statement with the recommendation, that says the P& Z Commission considered this matter for recommendation without an advertised public hearing and sends its recommendation for approval with this statement.  We have considered this case based on recommendations by the Planning Dept. and Legal Dept., second by Mr. DuRousseau.

YEAS: 
Wilson, Reaves, Charles, Richoux, Derveloy, DuRousseau, Babineaux

NAYS:
None 

ABSENT: 
None 

Vote to rescind ordinance.

YEAS: 
Wilson, Reaves, Charles, Richoux, Derveloy, Babineaux 

NAYS: 
DuRousseau

ABSENT: 
None 
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