St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	June 3, 2010
	Minutes
Mr. Booth:  The next matter before us is PZHO-2010-05 requested by Charlene Clay for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Holistic Massage” – a massage therapy business. The home occupation will be at 1 Bernice Dr., Luling, La. Zoning District R-1A. Council District 7. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair.  On May 11, the Department received a complaint that a massage parlor was being operated at 1 Bernice Dr.  Code Enforcement contacted the property owner who immediately filed an application for a home occupation permit, as was required for her to get into compliance.

Ms. Clay has been a Licensed Massage Therapist since 2000 (LA2020).  She indicates that she has been teaching rather than practicing massage therapy, but wishes to offer services in her home at this time.  The request appears before the Commission because of the need for licensing by the Louisiana Board of Massage Therapy.

Ms. Clay has explained how she will schedule clients to reduce impacts on the neighborhood.  Site inspection revealed no code violations, and no other complaints or code violations are on file at this location.  The applicant has been advised that issuance of a Home Occupation permit does not negate restrictive covenants for the subdivision.  The proposed business appears to meet the general parameters of the home occupation regulations. Other than the initial complaint, that the department responded to, we had no comment on this case until about 3:30 pm today and you have a printed copy of the letter which appears to be anonymous, in opposition. However, we recommend approval.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you Ms. Stein.  This is a public hearing for PZHO-2010-05. Is anyone here to speak in favor of this particular home occupation? Would you state your name and address for the record please?

Charlene Clay, 1 Bernice Drive, Luling, La.  I’m the applicant for this business.  You have any questions?  I think she covered most of it.

Mr. Gibbs:  Prior to your finding out that you needed a home occupation, how long were you practicing?  

Ms. Clay:  I’ve been in business since 2000, but I was working at St. Charles Fitness on Paul Maillard Road for several years and then I taught at Blue Cliff  College in Houma.

Mr. Gibbs:  Let me rephrase.  The question that I’m asking is, how long were you in your home practicing massage therapy prior to learning that you had to get a license.

Ms. Clay:  I’ve really just been working on family and friends, but I haven’t actually been running a business from that location.

Mr. Galliano:  What are your business hours?  Are you mainly going to be doing this in the afternoon when there are a lot more kids playing?

Ms. Clay:  I prefer to do business during the day. My husband is home in the evening and he likes to watch TV and he likes to take baths and move around the house.  It has to be really, really quiet to be conducive to massage therapy.

Mr. Galliano:  So you don’t have any set business hours that you are going to be operating?

Ms. Clay:  I’m planning to work from about 10 to maybe 4 in the afternoon.

Mr. Galliano:  Thank you.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you ma’am.  Anyone else here to speak in favor of this particular home occupation?  Anyone to speak in opposition of this particular application, please step forward.  Hearing none, the public hearing is closed.  Any other comments or questions from the Commission?

Mr. Clulee:  This is in my district and I would appreciate your support for this.

Mr. Booth:  Thank you.  Call for the vote. 

YEAS:		Wolfe, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Foster

Mr. Booth:  That passes with Mr. Foster not here this evening.

