St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
July 5, 2007


Minutes


PZR-2007-08 requested by Barry R. Harrell for a change in zoning classification from R-1A(M) to C-3 at Lot Q, (459 Wisner Street), Estay Subdivision, Paradis, La.  Council District 4.

Barry Harrell, 19 Common Street, Paradis.  He stated that the land in question is at the end of Wisner Street in Paradis.  It’s part of the Estay Subdivision.  He stated that the property has been in his use for the last 22 years and he recently purchased it from Chevron as part of Estay Subdivision.  He stated that it’s surrounded on three sides by mitigation property and one side there’s the Curole’s, who aren’t here tonight.  Mr. Harrell stated that he did go by their house and reminded them that them that the meeting was tonight.  Mr. Harrell stated that they have always had good relations with their neighbors and will continue to do so.  He stated that when he bought the property, it was assumed that Mr. McCully had ½ of it.  They haven’t gone through the Act of Sale, but Mr. McCully has paid for the property.  

Mr. Poche asked Mr. Harrell if his intention was to rezone to C-3.

Mr. Harrell stated yes.

Clyde McCully, 324 Eula Street, Paradis.  Mr. McCully stated that he contacted a surveyor about dividing the property and they will be going to Act of Sale soon.

Speaking in favor:
None

Speaking in opposition:

None

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Clulee asked Mr. Henderson if he had a chance to go and look at the site.

Mr. Henderson stated yes and it’s a secluded wooded area other than when you’re driving up Wisner where there are some trailer homes.

Mr. Bordner stated that he spoke with Mr. McCully about the intended uses and it was conveyed that it was Mr. Harrell’s thoughts as well.  He stated that there was a comment in the analysis about fabrication and he wanted to make it clear that it was not going to happen on this property.  Mr. Bordner stated that he merely wants it for warehousing.  Mr. Bordner stated that he explained to Mr. McCully at the time that it would be a spot zone in a congested area with a substandard road leading to a dead end where this property is located and there is no way that a decent size truck could get in and out safely with the kids that playing around the trailer homes and other things.  He stated that when you consider that the Commission failed to approve a C-3 rezoning for a location or a lot on Hwy. 90 itself, it would make this a hard or difficult rezoning to support.  He stated that because it’s in his district he had to say that he can’t support it in that area.  Mr. Bordner stated that he spoke with Ms. Stein to try to find out if there was any other way or any other zoning that we might look at to help with the warehousing project and there was none.  Mr. Bordner apologized that he could not support it as it stands because of the location and the surrounding property and the substandard road.

Mr. Poche asked if open land allow it?

Ms. Stein said no.

Mr. Clulee asked Mr. Harrell if they had been leasing the land for 20 years from Texaco and they talked to the neighbors and there were no complaints.

Mr. Harrell stated that he talked to the neighbors and nobody had any complaints.  He stated that he invited them to the meeting and there is nobody here to oppose it.

Mr. Poche asked what the operation is.

Mr. Harrell stated that they raise everything from horses to rabbits.  He stated that equipment is mainly agricultural, tractors and bush hogs, horse trailers.  He stated that the there wouldn’t be anything bigger than the trucks that go back there now.

Mr. Poche stated that when property is the rezone to C-3 there are no restrictions as to what is done.

Ms. Wolfe asked what is he warehousing.

Mr. Harrell stated that he is starting a new business.  The product is being manufactured in Lafayette and he is just warehousing it.  He stated that he can’t afford to rent commercial property on Hwy. 90.  He already owns this property and he would like to use it.

Mr. Clulee stated that it’s secluded and it’s not Ormond Boulevard.

Mr. Harrell stated that there is land dedicated for a school bus turn around that goes very deep into the property.

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Poche, Clulee, Booth

NAYS:
Wolfe, Becnel, Bordner

ABSENT:
Lambert

Rezoning fails.

