St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	April 4, 2013
	Minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Gibbs: Next item on the agenda PZR-2013-05 requested by  Metro Investments, LLC for a change in zoning classification from R-1A(M) to M-1 at 818 Fox Lane  (Lot 1, Square B, Almedia Plantation Subdivision of Tract 32, and a 117 linear foot section of a 16’ wide undeveloped  road), St. Rose. Council District 5. Mr. Romano.

Mr. Romano: Thank you Sir. This applicant is requesting to rezone approximately 11,000 square foot lot fronting Fox Lane in St. Rose, Square B Lot 1, from R-1AM to M-1. The surrounding zoning is M-1 to the east and south, R-1AM to the north and west of the site.  Surrounding land uses are generally consistent with the zoning designations.  Residential uses persist along Fox Lane to the north and west while light industrial uses exist south across Airline Drive and east of the property.  

The applicant has also filed a request to revoke a 16-foot wide undeveloped right of way that runs south of the subject property for rezoning.  Assuming approval of that revocation, the site will be resubdivided into the larger lot that exists to the south along Airline.  The analysis of this application assumes that PZREV 2013-01 will get approved and that the site becomes a portion of a lot this is 90,968 square feet in size.

A rezoning request must meet the test of at least one of three criteria listed in regulations if a recommendation for approval is stated. This request appears to meet the third criteria.

The rezoning is not capricious or arbitrary as it extends existing M-1 zoning that abuts it both to the south and to east. The vast majority of land uses in the vicinity are also either commercial or light industrial in nature. In fact, current R-1A and R-1AM land uses on Fox Lane have co-existed with these more intensive uses for a number of years. Rezoning the lot to M-1 would not cause a monopoly of such land uses. Finally, rezoning to M-1 extends existing M-1 zoning of the abutting site and those across Airline Drive. Thus, no spot zone is being created. 

Fox Lane separates the site from the R-1AM use across from the site. Development of the subject site for commercial or light industrial uses will trigger buffer landscape and fencing requirements of the zoning code. 

The Department recommends rezoning approval. 

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Romano. This is a public hearing for PZR-2013-05.

Mr. Chairman and Commission members my name is Gary Smith, 280 North Bend in Montz here representing Metro Investments. Metro Investments owns the piece that is adjacent to the south of the Ryder facility and leases it to Ryder with the intent lease this little portion to Ryder for more parking area for them. They bought it from the adjacent land owner right across from Fox Lane, the mother of the land owner right behind them are in agreement with what is going on here.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Smith. Any questions? Thank you Mr. Smith. Anyone else in favor or to against PZR-2013-05? Seeing none.

Mr. Booth: This is in my area and I’ve had no one to complain. I think this is a good use of this property.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Booth. Cast your vote please. 

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee, Frangella
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	None

Mr. Gibbs: And that is unanimous. That has to go the Council Mr. Smith.

