St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	August 1, 2013
	Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Gibbs: The next item on the agenda is PZR-2013-12 requested by Lee Monk-Chandler for a change in zoning classification from R-1A(M) to R-2 at Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Sq. 13, St. Rose Subdivision (9326 sq. ft.), 415 Oak Street, St. Rose. Council District 5. Mr. Matherne.

Mr. Matherne:  This is a site in St Rose Subdivision that the applicant purchased from an occupant who constructed an apartment to the rear of the primary resident so that an elderly parent could live close by. The site has existed in this way for at least the past 10 years but the home and apartment are situated on 4 lots in legal non-conformance. Thus if the rezoning is approved, an administrative resubdivision changing the 4 lots into 1 will be required. 

Current zoning regulations extremely limit the capability of citizens to make this choice on putting multiple structures. In fact, rezoning to R-2 is the only recourse the applicant has in order to ensure that only a site built structure with apartment will ever exist on the site. 

In order to have recommendation for approval, the application has to meet all of the criteria listed for at least one of the requirements. We believe that it meets all of the tests of the second criteria.

As stated above, an apartment has existed to the rear and off to the side of the primary residence for a number of years. The St Rose Subdivision is already a well-established and fairly dense residential neighborhood and current R-1AM zoning does allow for a more residential use. Furthermore, current zoning allows an additional residential structure on a single lot of at least 12,000 square feet. Thus, consideration of impacts to streets, overcrowding of land, and overburden on public facilities, land use incompatibility, or oversupply of land use types have already been tested and proven to be negligible. Rezoning to R-2 will ensure that the site is properly zoned for how it is being used presently.
 
The Department recommends approval as presented. There was some correspondence earlier in the week where one of the neighbors expressed some issues with it, he did have the wrong address. He was concerned as to the condition of the property, I got an email from him late in the day recalling that opposition saying the property at 415 is in fact well kept and he withdraws his objection. So that’s what we have at this point.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Matherne: This is a public hearing for PZR-2013-12. Is there anyone in the audience to speak for or against?  Name and address.

Lee Martin-Chandler, 415 Oak Street, St. Rose, LA 70087. I did purchase my home about 7 years ago from Mr. Simon and he did build that apartment in the back some time years before then. My mother has stayed in the back since I moved there and we are looking to sell the property, however it is coming into conflict because it has the 2 meters. When I do sell the property, my mother is going to stay residing in that back apartment. The person purchasing the home is an old friend of ours looking for a larger retirement home. So that’s what we’re running into some complications as far as getting the house financed, due to economics, they’ve come up with some new terms and conditions and it’s due to a single family.

Mr. Gibbs: We wish you luck Ms. Monk-Chandler. Any questions or concerns for Ms. Monk-Chandler? Thank you. Is there anyone else to speak in favor or against PZR-2013-12?  Seeing none. Mr. Booth.

Mr. Booth: This is in my area and this is the right thing to do, it’s an existing situation that needs to be rectified, so any support I would appreciate it.

Mr. Gibbs: Any other? Cast your vote please.

YEAS:		Pierre, Booth, Gibbs, Loupe, Frangella
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Foster, Galliano

Mr. Gibbs: That’s unanimous with Mr. Galliano and Mr. Foster absent. Ms. Monk-Chandler this is going to go to the Parish Council on the 19th, same venue, pretty much the same procedure. Good luck.

