St.  Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	March 3, 2011
	Minutes

Mr. Booth: The first item on the agenda tonight is PZHO-2011-04 requested by Claude Adams for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Semper Fi Investigations” – private investigations. The home office will be at 100 Gardenia Ct., Luling. Zoning District R-1A. Council District 7. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  Mr. Adams applied for special permission to use his home as the office for Semper fi investigations on January 24.  The application appears before the Planning and Zoning Commission because an individual or agency must be licensed by the Louisiana State Board of Private Investigator Examiners (LSBPIE; http://www.lsbpie.com/) is required.  In order to be licensed by LSBPIE, a person or agency must have a local occupational license and must show either three (3) years experience in investigation or law enforcement within the last 10 years or completion of a 40 hour course designed by LSBPIE.

The Department often receives calls regarding firearms associated with this type of business as a home occupation.  Licensure by LSBPIE does not authorize an investigator to carry a firearm nor does it prevent an investigator from carrying a firearm.  Some people with LSBPIE-licenses go to the Security Board for firearm licensing as a security officer, and anyone can apply to the State Police to carry a concealed weapon.  The Parish Council could make a specific stipulation regarding firearms associated with a home occupation, but this has never been done in the past.

The applicant has been informed that granting a Home Occupation does not negate restrictive covenants.

Site inspection on February 18, 2011 revealed no apparent code violations and no complaints are on file. The Department recommends approval. 

Mr. Booth:  Thank you.  This will be a public hearing for PZHO-2011-04 home occupation for Semper fi investigations.  Anyone here to speak in favor of this application, please step forward. Please state your name and address for the record.

Claude Adams, 100 Gardenia Court, Luling, La. I am applying for a license.

Mr. Booth:  Give us a quick what do you plan to do there.

Mr. Adams:  Basically it’s a home office, a private investigations, I deal primarily with insurance companies, it’s what I did for 5 years with the previous company I worked for.  We meet the insurance people at their office, they are not mobile people, they do not come out to the house and from there they assign homeowner claims, slip and falls, or surveillance, all which is conducted away from the home.  The only thing I would use my home for would be to type up my reports, to pay my invoices and to get my invoices paid, all of that would be done through email, mail, direct deposit, things like that.

Mr. Booth:  Ok Sir.  It seems from the name you are probably formerly in the military.

Mr. Adams:  Yes Sir. I am a former Marine, I’ve had 4 years as a law enforcement officer there.

Mr. Booth:  Anyone in the audience to speak in favor? Seeing none. Anyone in the audience to speak in opposition? Seeing none the public hearing is closed.  Please cast your vote.

YEAS:		Pierre, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Foster, Johnson

Mr. Booth:  That particular matter passes unanimously with Mr. Foster and Mr. Johnson being absent tonight.  Mr. Adams you will need to appear at this office, this building, this room on April 4 to have a hearing with the Council for your final resolution of this issue.  Thank you Sir.

