St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	May 2, 2013
	Minutes
Mr. Gibbs: The next item on the agenda is PZSPU-2013-06 requested by Frickey Bros for a special permit to have an R-3 use in a C-2 Zoning District (4 units) at 15101 Hwy 90 (corner of South St.), Paradis. Council District 4. Mr. Romano.

Mr. Romano: Thank you Mr. Chairman. The applicant requests a special permit for an R-3 use on a vacant lot zoned C-2 at the corner of Highway 90 and South Street in Paradis. If approved the owners intend to build a 4-unit multifamily structure. Each unit will be elevated to accommodate parking beneath the unit which will be accessed via South Street.

Land uses within the immediate area are primarily residential in nature. Little commercial activity exists along this segment of Hwy 90; the exception being a daycare located to the east of the subject property.   The proposed development does not appear to conflict with existing uses in the general vicinity.  The proposed rental units would help fill a need that is underserved in the community while also providing an infill development opportunity.

The applicant has presented a general site plan with this application; however, site specific review and development requirements will be evaluated upon permit application for development.  General standards include:  2,500 sq. ft. of lot area per family; 20% lot area as green space; 10 parking stalls; landscape buffering and fencing requirements, where applicable.  The site would appear to accommodate those requirements.  Additional site development details will be required through the permit process.  Although building elevations were not submitted, the proposed residential development should provide a more compatible building form than that of a commercial structure at this location.

Approval of a Special Permit Use is site specific and is tied to the application submitted.  If approved, the applicant is limited to the density approved by the Commission and Council. The Commission also has the authority to make specific stipulations as conditions for approval, should they be deemed warranted through the review and hearing process.

This application appears to meet all eight of the special permit criteria. Plan 2030 designation of “General Commercial” intends to offer areas to accommodate light commercial but nothing in that designation is intended to prohibit residential uses or mixed uses. Furthermore, with the limited commercial development in the area, a 4-plex at this location could be considered a less intensive land use than what might otherwise occur within the C-2 zoning district. Less off street parking is required for this type of use versus a typical commercial development.  This should help to reduce the potential impacts to surrounding properties. Listed below are the eight criteria. Basically I summarized all of that in the paragraph I just finished reading. If you care to, I can expand upon each of those or I can just skip straight to the Department’s recommendation. If you have any questions out of any of those 8 you can ask me. 

a.	Comparison with applicable standards established by the Comprehensive Land Use Plan as applied to the proposed use and site.  Plan 2030 designation of “General Commercial” intends to offer areas to accommodate light commercial but nothing in that designation is intended to prohibit residential uses or mixed uses.
b.	Compatibility with existing or permitted uses on abutting sites, in terms of building construction, site development, and transportation related features.  The residential development should provide a more comparable building form than a commercial structure at this location.  Access to the development will be via South Street potentially reducing vehicular conflicts associated with a new driveway point onto Highway 90.
c.	Potentially unfavorable effects or impact on other existing conforming or permitted uses on abutting sites, to the extent such impacts exceed those impacts expected from a standard permitted use in the applicable zoning district. Buffering requirements for this type of development are consistent with a C-2 type of development.  Fencing and landscape buffering will be required where the site abuts residential uses.  Additionally, a minimum of 20% of the site shall be kept in green space.
d.	Safety and convenience of vehicular and pedestrian circulation in the vicinity, including traffic reasonably expected to be generated by the proposed use and other uses reasonable and anticipated in the area considering existing zoning and uses in the area.  Traffic generated by the subject site is anticipated to be less than what would otherwise be generated by a typical commercial development in the C-2 zoning district.  Potential hazards associated with vehicular circulation should be reduced because direct vehicular access will not be taken from Highway 90.
e.	Protection of persons and property from erosion, flood or water damage, fire, noise, glare, and similar hazards or impacts.  The development and building code standards will require that the site meets the safety requirements.  Noise impacts for this type of development should be less than what would occur with a typical commercial development.  Lighting will be evaluated with the permit review to ensure that off-site glare does not occur. 
f.	Adequacy and convenience of off-street parking and loading facilities and protection of adjacent property from glare of site lighting.  Adequate room is on-site to provide required parking.  The Department will request a stipulation to require the applicant provide analysis to show all lighting will be directed toward the subject property and will not produce off-site glare.
g.	Conformity with the objectives of these regulations and the general purposes of the zone in which the site is located.  Approval of the Special Permit Use as stipulated will conform to the objectives of the zoning district.
h. That any conditions applicable to approval are the minimum necessary to minimize potentially unfavorable impacts on nearby uses and to ensure compatibility of the proposed use with existing or permitted uses in the same district and the surrounding area.  The development should be restricted to no more than 4 units.  All development requirements must be met upon permitting.  The applicant should submit a lighting plan to show that off-site glare will not be generated by this development.

Our Department recommendation is Approval with the following stipulations:

1. No more than 4 units be approved on the site.
2. A lighting plan must be submitted with the permit application to show that off-site glare produced by the complex will not be generated, thereby causing problems with the neighboring properties. Those are our recommendations.

Mr. Gibbs: This is a public hearing for PZSPU-2013-06 anyone in the audience to speak in favor?

Dana Frickey, 101 Louisiana Street, Paradis, and I’m the applicant if you all have any questions. 

Mr. Gibbs: Mr. Frickey you’re going to keep this to 4 units right?

Mr. Frickey: Yes sir.

Mr. Foster: This is in my district. This is consistent with what’s in the area. Now along that highway there’s a daycare center and there are 4 apartments on the other side of that. So it’s consistent. Apartments are definitely needed in that area, we don’t have much. I fully support this, I hope the rest of you guys can help us with this also.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Foster. This is a public hearing for PZSPU-2013-06 anyone else to speak in favor or against?

Mr. Booth: The stipulations I recommend for the record no more than 4 units and the lighting plan be submitted so it won’t generate glare.

Mr. Gibbs: Cast your vote please.

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Frangella

Mr. Gibbs: That is unanimous with Mr. Frangella absent.  Mr. Frickey it’s going to the Parish Council on May 20th.  Good luck.
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