St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
September 6, 2007


Minutes


PZHO-2007-16 requested by Randy M. Bernard for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “R & D Machine” – milling of steel cylinders in outboard motor blocks.  The home occupation will be at 106 Barton Avenue, Luling, La.  Zoning District R-1A. Council District 2.

Randy Bernard, 106 Barton Avenue, Luling.  He stated that part-time, on weekends and afternoons he would like to work on outboard motor blocks.  He spoke to Neal Clulee and Lee Zeringue.  He stated that there will be nothing going down the drain.  

Mr. Booth asked if there will be any noise associated with it.

Mr. Bernard stated no.

Mr. Booth asked how far away is the closest home from the machinery.

Mr. Bernard stated 80 ft.


Mr. Booth asked if it would disturb the neighbor 8 ft. away.

Mr. Bernard stated no it’s 80 ft.

Speaking in favor:
None

Speaking in opposition:
None

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Romano gave the departments recommendation for denial.

Mr. Bordner stated that milling operations falls into the category of manufacturing and the normal area that this would be conducted would be in an area that was highly manufacturing or M-1 category.  For a home occupation to do milling is not something that he could support.  He stated that it is too intense in his estimation.  He believes that it could not be kept invisible to people because equipment would have to move in and out of there.  He stated that there are traffic concerns and in addition to the concerns that Public Works have that we wouldn’t be able to monitor it if it were granted.  

Mr. Bernard stated that you are more than welcome to come out and see what’s going on. 

Mr. Bordner stated that he drove by and he looked for the signage.  He stated that we recently turned down something in a C-2 occupancy, the ability to machine parts for antique cars. He stated that he couldn’t allow this in an R-1A.

Mr. Lambert asked Mr. Bernard if he was intending on working on a vast array of outboard engines.  Mr. Lambert asked for an example of what he would be working on, a 90 hp, a 15 hp, are you working on Cumming’s diesel engines.

Mr. Bernard stated that he would be working on any horsepower outboard motor.

Mr. Becnel asked Mr. Bernard if the blocks would come to him clean.  He asked if he would pick it up from the client.

Mr. Bernard stated yes.

Mr. Becnel asked if there would be any spillage or residue.

Mr. Bernard stated that the blocks would be clean when he gets them.

Mr. Becnel asked how big is the shop.

Mr. Bernard stated 21 x 22.

Mr. Becnel asked if it would be used exclusively for the home occupation.

Mr. Bernard stated that there is storage in there, his lawnmower and stuff like that.

Mr. Poche asked if they will be transported by forklift.

Mr. Bernard stated that it would be just the block.

Mr. Poche stated that he has some of the same concerns that Mr. Bordner has and as Mr. Romano pointed out we have a recommendation for denial by the Public Works Department.  He stated that he doesn’t have a response from Mr. Zeringue.

Mr. Bernard stated that Mr. Zeringue didn’t respond to the memo that was sent to him explaining what he would be doing.  He stated that Mr. Zeringue went on vacation.

Mr. Lambert suggested that the Commission give the Public Works Department an opportunity to review the changes and maybe give Mr. Bernard an opportunity to get a response before we render a decision.

Mr. Poche stated that he is open to that too.  

Motion to table by Mr. Lambert, second by Mr. Becnel.

YEAS:

Bordner, Becnel, Poche, Booth, Lambert, Wolfe

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Clulee

The request is tabled.

