St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
July 2, 2009


Minutes


Mr. Becnel:  PZO 2009-07 requested by V. J. St. Pierre, Jr. to amend the St. Charles Parish Code of Ordinances, Appendix A, Section XXII, Regulations for Home Occupations to reduce the fee for administrative home occupation permits from $200 to $25. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair.  This ordinance comes from a few places.  First working with the German Coast Farmer’s Market who are trying to do somethings with the market.  They were having some difficulty encouraging all of their vendors to go through the entire process to get fully licensed.  A lot of the folks who work at the market work out of their homes.  In addition to that, you see home occupations every month for anyone who has a business that requires any form of state licensure.  It’s frankly an unusual regulation, I don’t see that anywhere in the region.  I’ve done a lot of looking into how other communities handle home occupations.  While we’re not proposing to change that process, we are proposing to reduce the fee for people who have home occupations that don’t require any form of state licensure.  You don’t see those folks, we don’t spend any money notifying their adjoining property owners, we don’t do gobs and gobs of research about how they operate their businesses and the real cost of administering those home occupation permits run significantly less than $200 and actually less than $25.  The cost of the sign that we post on their property is about $8 another dollar for the stakes and then the time for the inspector to get out to the site, when they are already in that district anyway is a little rough to figure and also the cost of the permit officer entering the data into the database.  We don’t have the huge numbers of complaints that people seem to think that we have for home occupations.  If you do get complaints of home occupations in your district, please make sure that you forward them to us so that we can monitor the problem or respond to the violations, but reducing the fee to $25 could encourage people to come into the department and register for their home occupations, because there are probably a few folks who are operating businesses out of their homes without home occupation licenses.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you Ms. Stein.  Any Commission questions?

Mr. Booth:  Just a comment.  I support  Mr. St. Pierre’s stimulus package.

Mr. Becnel:  Public hearing PZO-2009-07. Anyone wishing to speak in favor, please come forward.  Please state your name and address for the record.

Marilyn Richoux, 4 Stanton Hall Drive, Destrehan.  The present home occupation permit requirement $200 application fee no matter what the nature of business or reason for applying.  We understand that plumbers, contractors, electricians, etc. to be charged $200 because they sometimes impact neighborhoods.  No signage, no customers to the home and no employees.  They produce products that bring joy to others.  We would like to keep our artist in the parish to market their work instead of them having to go outside of the parish.  This would also enhance the parish tax revenue stream.  We should do everything possible to support and promote the artist that live here.  Much of it features St. Charles Parish, its beautiful waterways, landscape, historic sites and much more.  It would be wonderful one day to have a welcome center.  There is an abundance of talent in the art community of our parish.  We thank you for your consideration.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you Ms. Richoux.  Anyone else wishing to speak in favor, please come forward.

Steve Broussard, 303 St. Rose Avenue, St. Rose.  I’m a local artist and I just recently went through the process of getting a home occupation license.  I had one years ago and I didn’t even think about until I showed up and found it was $200.  I just want to second what was already said about local artists and crafters, pretty much their business is birthed out of hobbies and it’s pretty steep and it doesn’t compare to what was already mentioned as far as plumbers, electricians that sort of thing.  I’m in support of bringing it back to $25.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you Mr. Broussard.  Ms. Dunlap.

Kathleen Dunlap, 115 South Beauregard Lane, Destrehan. As the gentleman said just before me my jewelry making began as a hobby.  It was and still is created inside my home.  Nothing I’ve done has affected my neighbors in any way.  I doubt that some of them even know that I make jewelry.  I purchase my materials at retail stores and I bring it home with me just like I do my groceries.  No customers are coming to my home to buy the jewelry I create.  My jewelry making is totally unobstructive in the neighborhood.  As I made more and more jewelry I became interested in an outlet to sell it and that’s when I spoke with Ann Montgomery about being able to sell jewelry at the German Coast farmer’s market.  That’s when I learned that I would have to pay $200 for an occupational license and I would also need to be approved by the market.  That was more than I ever thought it would cost.  I also learned that residents from other parishes are able to come to the market and not have to pay this $200 fee.  I feel that is unfair to the residents of the parish and I would like to be a part of the market experience.  I think allowing arts and crafts at the market once a month would add a valuable new dimension and a lower fee that would help crafters and artist.  I hope that you would consider strongly making it possible for parish artist and crafters to be a part of the market by lowering the fee and allowing them to sell at the market.  Thank you.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you Katherine.  Anyone else wishing to speak in favor of this application please come forward.  Seeing none the public hearing is closed.  Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  I just wanted to clear up one thing, the home occupation permit is the portion that our department does, if this passes, we will be charging $25 for tax preparers, consultants, for all kinds of other things other than retail type folks.  There is also an annual occupational license that I want to make that clear for everybody, that’s issued through the Sheriff’s Department and it’s based on your sales and the use of your business equipment.  It’s a sales and use tax.  The home occupation permit, essentially, we’ll look at what you do, we look at your neighborhood, we make sure that you’re not growing roosters in the back yard who are going to wake people up.  We make sure that you’re not refining oil in the back yard or working on cars, things that totally inappropriate in the neighborhood.  That’s a one time fee, you’re done, but there is an annual occupational license that these folks will be required to maintain.  

Mr. Becnel:  Did I understand you when you said accountants or cpa’s would only have to pay $25.

Ms. Stein:  There is nobody who license them as far as I’m aware.  

Mr. Becnel:  I know sometimes some of these businesses have a distinct advantage by getting a home occupation because others hang shingles and they pay the rent, utilities, insurance, overhead.  I can certainly approve this for the artist and the people that attend the market, because I think the $200 would be steep.  I didn’t realize that category would fall into that. Thanks for clarification.  Any questions?

Mr. Booth:  I think we should publicly commend the people who came out tonight to once again remind us that the artist in our parish are very important, not only for what they do, but for the influence that they have on our children so we can have some type of art and once again, I support this stimulus package.

Mr. Dufrene:  Is there a possibility Kim to have something to where it stipulates artist and German Coast Farmer’s Market without being discriminatory to where it bases itself on the job applicants and what that business actually represents?  I hear what Mr. Becnel is saying and I do have some concern that I’d love to be able to maintain that price for those businesses that have that amount of income that comes in that is above a certain value.  I don’t know if it is possible, it’s just a question.

Ms. Marousek:  Off the cuff, I’d say probably not, simply because we analyze this based on the rationale behind the reduction of the fee was really related to the department real cost in processing these types of home occupation licenses versus the one that requires public notification in the paper, registered letters to go out, public hearings, those are more costly, which is why we would support the fee being higher for those.  I think we would really have to look at the way our home occupation regulations are structured in total to evaluate are those the things we really want to see come through to the public hearing.  We didn’t look at this from that narrow scope.  That’s just for artist and crafters.

Mr. Dufrene:  I was thinking that maybe it could be tiered to where you could have representation at different tiers that encompass those upper businesses and middle businesses and artist would fall into a $25 fee.  

Ms. Marousek:  If you guys want to not move this forward we could do some additional analysis, but I understand where you want to go with it, but I think that would be complicated and problematic for us to administer.  You could have an artist that makes very little money and they are selling at the German Coast Farmer’s Market and you can also have an artist who is very well known and makes thousands of dollars for their art pieces.  You can have an accountant that does 5 tax preparations a year and makes $500 or you can have an accountant who makes thousands of dollars a year because they work out of their house and their client is some major industry.  I don’t know how you would justify that based on the type of license when really what you are talking about is wanting to make a break because they are not making that much off of their product.

Mr. Becnel:  You think the whole home occupation process will be entertained in the new Comprehensive Plan?

Ms. Marousek:  I think we’re more than open to looking at the home occupation regulation that we have.  I think that they could definitely use some retooling.  

Mr. Becnel:  I do not want to delay the vote on this tonight.  I just have a concern with some of the home occupations.  Any other questions?  Seeing none please cast your vote.

YEAS:

Wolfe, Dufrene, Booth, Gibbs, Becnel

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Clulee, Foster

Mr. Becnel:  That passes unanimously.  Thank you ladies.

