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INTRODUCED BY:
ST. CHARLES PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO.    5319

A resolution requesting the assistance and support of the Louisiana Congressional Delegation on priority projects for St. Charles Parish.

WHEREAS,
the Parish Council firmly believes the following listed issues are priority projects, which will benefit all of the citizens of St. Charles Parish:

I. Eastbank Hurricane Protection Levee Funding

II. Eastbank Hurricane Protection Pump Funding

III. Westbank Hurricane Protection Levee Funding

IV. Westbank Hurricane Protection Pump Funding

V. Internal Drainage Funds (SELA)

VI. Airport Expansion

VII. Water/Wastewater Regionalization

WHEREAS,
the Parish Council is requesting our Congressional Delegation assist in promoting and/or funding these projects.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE ST. CHARLES PARISH COUNCIL, do hereby request the assistance and support of the Louisiana Congressional Delegation on priority projects for St. Charles Parish.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and attached correspondence be distributed to Senator Mary Landrieu, Senator David Vitter, Representative Bobby Jindal, Representative Charlie Melancon, and members of their Staff.

The foregoing resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

MARINO, FAUCHEUX, HILAIRE, RAMCHANDRAN, WALLS, BLACK, DUHE, MINNICH

NAYS:
NONE

ABSENT:
FABRE

And the resolution was declared adopted this    23rd    day of   January  , 2006, to become effective five (5) days after publication in the Official Journal.

Issues Important to SCP 2006
CHAIRMAN:______________________________________________

SECRETARY:_____________________________________________

DLVD/PARISH PRESIDENT:_________________________________

APPROVED:______________ DISAPPROVED:__________________

PARISH PRESIDENT:______________________________________

RETD/SECRETARY:_______________________________________

AT:_______________ RECD BY: _____________________________

January 24, 2006

Honorable Mary Landrieu

Honorable David Vitter

United States Senate


United States Senate

724 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

825A Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C.   20510

Washington, D.C.   20510

Honorable Bobby Jindal

Honorable Charlie Melancon

United States Representative

United States Representative

1205 Longworth House Office Bldg.
404 Cannon House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C.   20515

Washington, D.C.  20515

The Parish of St. Charles respectfully requests assistance with the following priority projects from Members of the Louisiana Congressional Delegation:

I.
EASTBANK HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE FUNDING

We understand that funds are adequately budgeted for future phases of construction.  The $125 million in the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity Project fund should facilitate completion of the next lift of the Eastbank levee to approx. 11ft. However, this lift will not bring St Charles to the same protection enjoyed in Kenner and Jefferson at approx. 17ft.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps, OMB, and Pontchartrain Levee District through the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity Projects to ensure funds are appropriated for equal protection and completion of the Levee as currently scheduled.

II.
EASTBANK HURRICANE PROTECTION PUMP FUNDING

We understand that funds are not adequately budgeted for future phases of construction.  These shortfalls will delay completion of the Levee and flow through pumping stations.

Action Needed:

Protect the $1,100,000 appropriation through Urban Flood Control Project as requested by the Corps for the Feasibility Study and work to maintain this appropriation for the four years necessary to complete this project.  This appropriation requires local match at 25% where as Jefferson, Orleans, and St Tammany has received approx $250 million without the need for local match for new projects through SELA. Appropriate Federal cost share funding of 75 percent to construct the next scheduled phase of pumps since the Recon study authorized in the Water
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Resource Development Act of 1999 has been completed and the Internal Drainage Feasibility Study phase has been initiated in partnership with the Corps and Pontchartrain Levee District. We must ensure that the federal appropriations of approx. $1 million be protected for the next three years to allow the Corps to fully participate and complete this study. St Charles was not fortunate enough to have the pumps in this study funded due to the feasibility study not completed. Delays in this study are attributed to the lack of participation by the Corps due to the federal funding levels of past budget constraints.

III.
WESTBANK HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE FUNDING

From December 31, 1991 the Parish has spent over $3,000,000.00 in an attempt to obtain the necessary permit from the Corps of Engineers to construct this Levee; however, we have only received a permit for Phase I.  The Lafourche Levee District has already started work on Phase I through an Intergovernmental Agreement with in-kind services to assist the Parish with construction of the Levee. The St Charles 2005 budget allocated $1.1 million and the present 2006 budget has $13 million toward this project. We are committed to provide the flood protection to our Westbank resident that the federal government will not recognize due to the low cost benefit ratio.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps to support our effort to obtain a permit for the remainder of the project and to incorporate the alignment in St. Charles Parish with the Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico Project.

IV.
WESTBANK HURRICANE PROTECTION PUMP FUNDING

From December 31, 1991 the Parish has spent over $3,000,000.00 in an attempt to obtain the necessary permit from the Corps of Engineers to construct this Levee; however, we have only received a permit for Phase I.  The Lafourche Levee District has already started work on Phase I through an Intergovernmental Agreement with in-kind services to assist the Parish with construction of the Levee. St Charles has allocation $9 million for the first new pumping station in the Westbank hurricane protection levee in the 2006 budget. ST Charles has spent in recent years approx. $6 million in pump station up grades to facilitate the hurricane protection levee projects.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps to support our effort to obtain a permit for the remainder of the project and to incorporate the alignment in St. Charles Parish with the Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico Project. It is important to align St Charles for pumps on the Westbank hurricane protection levee system, as we will be reducing our rainfall water retention areas to facilitate these levee projects. St Charles cannot bear this burden alone.
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V.
INTERNAL DRAINAGE FUNDS (SELA)

Federal Government appropriated $1,100,000.00 of federal funding for Feasibility Study with $1,100,000.00 local match. This appropriation act will only allow the Feasibility Study to remain on its projected four-year path with approx. three years remaining. Once this project study is completed, it is likely that internal drainage project will need attention to facilitate effective water movement to the pump locations. 

Action Needed:

Request assistance to push Feasibility Study or move directly to construction of the needed projects; thereby, reducing Feasibility Study time by using data from the Donaldsonville to Gulf of Mexico Project, Lake Pontchartrain Levee Study, and St. Charles Parish Master Drainage Plans and other St. Charles Parish drainage studies.

VI.
AIRPORT EXPANSION
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport has proposed major expansion into St. Charles Parish.  The St. Charles International Airport Group has submitted an application for permits to construct a mega airport project in St. Charles Parish.

Action Needed: 

Protect the interest of St. Charles Parish.

Ensure a voice for St. Charles Parish in future expansion projects.

Support St. Charles Parish's opposition to future expansion.

VII.
WATER/WASTEWATER REGIONALIZATION

To direct all flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond to the St. Charles Parish’s Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant and to facilitate expansion of the treatment facility until the flows are met that do not exceed capacity and return the Pond to compliance as a treatment facility.  The “Oxidation Pond” does not function properly as a treatment facility due to violations of capacity limits during storm events because of infiltration and is now under Environmental Protection Agency (E.P.A.) Administration Order Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758 dated November 19, 2002, NPDES Permit No. LA 0032131.  This facility treats approximately TWO-THIRDS (2/3) of the Parish’s Westbank population – approximately 12,000 plus people and growing.  This is a very serious health issue with St. Charles Parish facing possible fines levied by EPA.

Action Needed: 

Assist the Parish in securing funding through federal and state grants or otherwise to accomplish this very important task.
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These issues are of great importance to our citizens and we would deeply appreciate any help you could give in solving these problems.

Sincerely,

BRIAN A. FABRE, CHAIRMAN

DERRYL WALLS

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT IV

LANCE MARINO



APRIL BLACK

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT V

DIVISION A

CLAYTON “SNOOKIE” FAUCHEUX

RICHARD “DICKIE” DUHE

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI

DIVISION B

DESMOND J. HILAIRE


BARRY MINNICH

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT I


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VII

‘RAM’ RAMCHANDRAN

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT III

Enclosure
