St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	April 5, 2012
	Minutes

Mr. Gibbs:  Welcome to the April Planning and Zoning Meeting. As with all meetings I would like to start with a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance, everyone please stand. (Pledge recited). This is a public hearing and everyone will have the opportunity to speak in favor or against each agenda item. The first item of consideration we’re going to skip and then go to the second item which will be PZHO-2012-07 requested by Michael J. Zeringue for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Hunters Paradise Gun Repairs” – gun repair. The home occupation will be operated at 513 Ellington Avenue, Luling. Zoning District R-1A. Council District 2. Ms. Stein.

Ms. Stein:  Thank you Mr. Chair. Mr. Zeringue completed his application to operate a home occupation at 513 Ellington, which is his residence, for a firearms repair business back in February.  The property is zoned R-1A and developed with one single-family residence; so, the location complies with operational regulation for home occupations dealing with firearms, which limit them to single family residences and not apartments.

The request appears before the Commission because of the need for a Dealers’ license issued by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.  A Dealer’s license is required for anyone who wishes to sell or repair guns or to be a pawnbroker, a Class 1 Dealers license would permit any of those activities. So the next sentence is an error – The Dealers’ license does not specify which of the three activities the Dealer is licensed for.  Once that license is issued any of those activities can take place by the licensee. The process to obtain the license requires a background check and zoning compliance.  Zoning compliance requires a recommendation by the Department, public hearing and recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission, and public hearing and decision by the Parish Council.  

Mr. Zeringue has indicated that any guns that come in for repair will be locked in a safe anytime that they are not under repair.

We recommend approval with the following stipulations which Mr. Zeringue is in agreement with –
1. A stipulation that the business is permitted exclusively for firearms repair, and not permitted for firearms sale.
2. A stipulation that the applicant obtain the required federal license prior to obtaining an occupational license from the Sheriff’s Office.
3. Approval contingent upon the stipulations.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Ms. Stein.  This is a public hearing. Is there anyone here to speak in favor of PZHO-2012-07?  Is Mr. Zeringue here? Would you like to come forward and give us an idea of what your business is going to basically be?

Mr. Zeringue:  I’ve been dealing with firearms pretty much all of my life. To date the ATF requires that you have a license in order to work on guns period now. Through the years all of my uncles, friends come to me to fix their guns. I’m a machinist by trade so they didn’t have anybody around, so I did it for them, but now since the laws have changed so much, I want to do everything legal.  I don’t want to do anything behind anybody’s back. I don’t want to get myself in any trouble or anything.  I don’t want to sell guns, I don’t want to deal in weaponry, all I do is fix the average Joe’s weapon that I’m being constantly aggravated and asked about.  That’s all. I built a building in the back 720 sq. ft. which I have ½ as my work area and the other half I store my boat and lawnmowers and stuff in it.  It’s separate from my house.

Mr. Gibbs:  It’s secure?

Mr. Zeringue:  Very secure.  

Mr. Gibbs: You have a safe?

Mr. Zeringue:  Yes I do, I have a safe and in the room that I have built that I’m going to put the guns is 7.5 ft. wide by 11 ft. long and it’s all under lock and key.

Mr. Gibbs: Do you have several guns yourself that you own?

Mr. Zeringue: I do hunt, I’m basically a hunter, I do not own any military weaponry, assault weapons, I just don’t like them.  

Mr. Gibbs: I guess my question is at any point will you have an arsenal?

Mr. Zeringue:  No. Most of the stuff that’s going to come in will be under repair. As soon as I fix them, they’re going to come and pick it up.

Mr. Gibbs:  Say in the event that somebody doesn’t come and get the gun after you’ve fixed it after a long period of time, do you have the option to sell it?

Mr. Zeringue:  Most of the time, they’re going to come and get it. I’ve never had in all the years before had anybody reneged on anything. And like I said, most of the time, it’s very small parts that are broken, so it’s very affordable, ejector’s, extractors.

Mr. Gibbs: The only concern that I had is selling these, you have a lot of traffic.

Mr. Zeringue:  Selling guns, I don’t want to deal with that because it brings in another total aspect. On the application is asks if I’m going to be a pawnbroker or dealer? No I don’t want to. I marked that on my application, I have a copy of it if you want to look at it.

Mr. Gibbs:  That’s alright, I got you. When I read this, I just had a couple of concerns. I probably was asking questions that I knew the answer to.

Mr. Zeringue:  Some lady, I don’t know who she was called me on my phone the other day and like I said, I’m here now, the laws have changed as far as where you can discharge weaponry. I’m born and raised in Ama. I have family that has property out there but I know that the police department is constantly running people down for discharging weapons in Ama.  The houses now are so close and everything, that’s what I was telling the lady on the phone, I need to get with Greg Champagne and find out if Greg or whoever the range instructor is by the jail, if I can get some kind of leniency to test fire the weapons before I give them back to the people. I’m still waiting to get with Greg to see about that.

Mr. Gibbs:  Any other questions?

Mr. Booth:  Mr. Zeringue, where you keep the guns, is there any kind of burglar alarm on there?

Mr. Zeringue: I have a light that’s lit up. I don’t have a burglar alarm, but I have a burglar alarm on my house and I have a motion detector on the back yard, if anything walks in my back yard. I have a light that stays on as soon as it gets dark, it comes on and to fortify my building, I put a wrought iron security gate over the door. I have a 12 inch bolt that welded in. They’re going to have to have to take a bulldozer to tear my door down.

Mr. Gibbs:  You’ve satisfied us Mr. Zeringue and we appreciate it. 

Mr. Zeringue: Thank you very much.

Mr. Gibbs: Anyone here to speak against? Commission members you want to take a vote.  There are 2 things tonight. We’re going to have vote verbally or by hand gesture and we only have 4 so this has to be a unanimous decision, all have to vote accordingly. 

Mr. Booth: We’re voting with the stipulations?

Mr. Gibbs: We’re voting with the stipulations, correct.
YEAS:		Gibbs, Booth, Perry, Foster
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Pierre, Galliano, Clulee

Mr. Gibbs: That is unanimous with all the others absent. Mr. Zeringue you have to go to the Council and basically go through the same exercise, that will be April 23rd.

