February 3, 2004

Joint Legislative Committee on Transportation,

Highway, and Public Works

c/o LA DOTD (Section 28)

P.O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9245

Dear Committee Members:


The Members of the St. Charles Parish Council and the Parish President respectfully request the Department of Transportation and Development consider the following proposals as priorities for St. Charles Parish:

I.
Install protective embankment as decided by DOTD from West I-310 Ramp to Norco, in St. Charles Parish
Recently, several fatalities have occurred along this section of Highway when vehicles involved in accidents run off the road and into the water.  It is felt that these fatalities may have been avoided if some type of protective barrier were installed along this section of Highway.
II.
Extend Entrance Ramp for Eastbound U.S. 90 Traffic entering I‑310, Boutte
Extend the entrance ramp for eastbound U.S. 90 traffic entering I‑310 in Boutte in St. Charles Parish to access I-310.  Highway 90 is a major thoroughfare carrying thousands of vehicles daily. Congestion at this intersection could readily be eliminated by building an overpass at this major intersection.  This corresponds to Governor Blanco and DOTD plans to extend I-49 by upgrading U.S. 90 between New Orleans and Lafayette to interstate standards.

III.
Widen LA 50 - Almedia Road, St. Rose
Widen LA 50, Almedia Road in St. Rose from its intersection with LA 48 to its intersection with US 61.  This is a very narrow substandard road, carrying a high volume of traffic; there are open ditches along the road creating a hazardous situation.  LA 50 is a major artery connecting two busy State Highways.
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IV.
Straighten Curve LA 628, Montz
There is zero visibility around this curve, which has been a contributing factor to many vehicular accidents.  This is one of the lone remnants of curve straightening projects by the Department of Transportation and Development in the last decade in St. Charles Parish in an effort to reduce traffic accidents and fatalities in these dangerous River Road curves.

V.
Construct Center Turn Lane LA 48
This proposed center turn lane on LA 48 will provide necessary relief to the traffic congestion occurring on this heavily traveled route.  We support doing this project in phases and recommend Phase I of the project address the most congested area:

a) Browns Curve to I-310 interchange.  This Phase should be built as soon as possible due to the extraordinary high volume of traffic.  This section of roadway currently has no turn lanes, no signal or caution lights, inadequate drainage.  Congestion is a result of commercial establishments (service stations, fast food, groceries), a private elementary school, a public middle school, eight (8) residential subdivisions, several churches, a cemetery, etc.

VI.
Center Turn Lanes U.S. 90 in Paradis and Des Allemands
Continue center turn lanes in these areas where they were omitted when the center turn lane was originally put in on U. S. 90 in the Boutte area.
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VII.
LA 3160 Junction of LA 3127 to LA 18 Improvements
This Highway is heavily traveled and is in desperate need of overlay.


These issues are of great importance to our citizens and we would deeply appreciate any help you could give in solving these problems.

Sincerely,

LANCE MARINO, CHAIRMAN

DERRYL WALLS

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT IV

DIVISION A






CLAYTON “SNOOKIE” FAUCHEUX

APRIL BLACK

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT V

DIVISION B

DESMOND J. HILAIRE


RICHARD “DICKIE” DUHE

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT I


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI

BRIAN A. FABRE



BARRY MINNICH

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VII

‘RAM’ RAMCHANDRAN

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT III

enclosure

