February 3, 2004

Honorable John B. Breaux


Honorable Mary Landrieu

United States Senate



United States Senate

503 Hart Senate Office Building

702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.   20510


Washington, D.C.   20510

Honorable W. J. “Billy” Tauzin


Honorable David B. Vitter

United States Representative


United States Representative

2183 Rayburn House Office Building

414 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C.   20515


Washington, D.C.  20515

The Parish of St. Charles respectfully requests assistance with the following priority projects from Members of the Louisiana Congressional Delegation:

I.
FUNDING/CONSTRUCTION - EAST BANK HURRICANE

PROTECTION LEVEE AND PUMPS
We understand that funds are not adequately budgeted for future phases of construction.  These shortfalls will delay completion of the Levee and flow through pumping stations.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps and OMB to ensure funds are appropriated for completion of the Levee as currently scheduled.

Appropriate the funding with a Federal cost share of 75 percent to construct the pumps when the feasibility study authorized, in the Water Resource Development Act of 1999, is complete or when the Internal Drainage Recon Study is complete.
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II.
CONTINUE PERMITTING/CONSTRUCTION - WEST BANK

HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE-PHASES II & III, AND

PUMPS, PHASE I

From December 31, 1991 the Parish has spent over $3,000,000.00 in an attempt to obtain the necessary permit from the Corps of Engineers to construct this Levee; however, we have only received a permit for Phase I.  The Lafourche Levee District has already agreed to assist the Parish with construction of the Levee.

Action Needed:

Please work closely with the Corps to support our effort to obtain a permit for the remainder of the project and to incorporate the alignment in St. Charles Parish with the Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico Project.

III.
LULING OXIDATION POND AND WATER/WASTEWATER 

REGIONALIZATION
To direct all flows from the Luling Oxidation Pond to the St. Charles Parish’s Hahnville Wastewater Treatment Plant and to eliminate the Pond as a treatment facility.  The “Oxidation Pond” does not function properly as a treatment facility anymore, and is now under Environmental Protection Agency (E.P.A.) Administration Order Docket No. CWA-06-2003-1758, dated November 19, 2002, NPDES Permit No. LA 0032131.  This facility treats approximately one-half (1/2) of the Parish’s Westbank population – approximately 12,000 plus people and growing.  This is a very serious health issue.

Action Needed: 

Assist the Parish in securing funding through federal and state grants or otherwise to accomplish this very important task.

IV.
INTERNAL DRAINAGE:  FEASIBILITY STUDY AND SELA FUNDING

Federal Government appropriated $300,000.00 of federal funding for Feasibility Study; with $300,000.00 local match. Thus, upon completion of Recon Study the Corps will move into Feasibility.

Action Needed:

Request assistance to push Feasibility Study or move directly to construction of the needed projects; thereby, reducing Feasibility Study time by using data from the Donaldsonville to Gulf of Mexico Project, Lake Pontchartrain Levee Study, and St. Charles Parish Master Drainage Plans and other St. Charles Parish drainage studies.
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V.
RESTATE PARISHES OPPOSITION TO AIRPORT EXPANSION INTO ST. CHARLES PARISH
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport has proposed major expansion into St. Charles Parish.  The St. Charles International Airport Group has submitted an application for permits to construct a mega airport project in St. Charles Parish.

Action Needed: 

Protect the interest of St. Charles Parish.

Ensure a voice for St. Charles Parish in future expansion projects.

Support St. Charles Parish's opposition to future expansion.


These issues are of great importance to our citizens and we would deeply appreciate any help you could give in solving these problems.

Sincerely,

LANCE MARINO, CHAIRMAN

DERRYL WALLS

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT IV

DIVISION A






CLAYTON “SNOOKIE” FAUCHEUX

APRIL BLACK

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE,


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT V

DIVISION B

DESMOND J. HILAIRE


RICHARD “DICKIE” DUHE

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT I


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI

BRIAN A. FABRE



BARRY MINNICH

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II


COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VII

‘RAM’ RAMCHANDRAN

COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT III

enclosure

