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RIGHT TO DIRECT PARTICIPATION

COUNCIL GUIDELINES

No person shall be denied the right fo obsairve and, within Council guidelines, to

scheduled meeting. (Home Rule Charter, Article VIL, Section 1.)

Each person may speak once no longer than five (5) minutes except, with
two-thirds (2/3) consent of the Council, an additional three (3) minutes may bé granted
to gither individuals or groups. Any representative- of a group addressing the Coungil
shall state the complete name of the group in the letter request. A letter-signed by a
simple majority of the members of the Board of Directors of the group, organization or
association stating permission o address the Council; the date and time that meeting
was held giving said permission and the subject to be addressed. A bonafide charter of
the arganization cerlified (ratified) by the State of Louisiana shall be filed with the
Giﬁmﬁf Secretary. A current list of Executive Officers and/or Board Members shall be

submitted to the Council Secretary annually or when changes occur.
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Chapter 4 - ANIMALS AND FOWL,

Footnotes:

e (1) e

Editor's note— Ord. No. 04-9-04, § |, adopted Sepl. 7, 2004, restated and amended former Ch. 4, Arts. i—IV, in its entirely
to read as herein sef out. Former Ch. 4 pertained to the same subject matter and derived from Ord. No. 03-12-5, § |,
adopted Dec. 1, 2003.

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL

Sec. 4-1. - Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms, phrases,' words and derivations shall have the

meaning given herein, uniess it shall be apparent from the context that a different meaning is intended:

Adequate feed: The provision at suitable intervals (not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours) of a quantity of
wholesome foodstuff suitable for the species and age, sufficient to maintain an adequate level of nutrition

in each animal. Such foodstuff shall be served in a sanitized receptacle, dish or container.

Adequate water: A constant access to a supply of clean, fresh, potable water provided in a sanitary
manner or provided at suitable intervals for the species and not to exceed twenty-four {24) hours at any

interval.

Animal: Any living creature except human beings, including but not limited to mammals, birds, fowls,
reptiles and fish, except when referring specifically to the control of rabies when the word "animal" shall

mean only mammal.

Animal control officer: Animal control shall have the authority to appoint animal control officers and such

other personnel as it deems proper to enforce the provisions of this title pertaining to animal control,
Animal shelter: The parish animal shelter, operated by the parish.

At farge: Any dog or cat that is not within the confines of its owner's home, fencing or fencing system,
dog pen, primary enclosure or automobile and that is not on a tether which restricts the animal to the
confines of its owner's property, nor on a leash no longer than six {6) feet long shall be considered at large.
Pit bulls and bully mixes cannot be tethered. Exception: Hunting or stock dogs, show dogs and cats,
government or law enforcement dogs actively being worked or other animals being worked or shown under

the physically present supervision of their owners or agents or employees of owners are excepted.

Bite: Any abrasion, puncture, tear or piercing of the skin actually or suspected of being caused by an

animal.

Breeder: A person who breeds specific animals. An individual who breeds or raises, on his own premises.
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Cat: Any member of the Felis catus classification of the Felidae species, i.e., any domestic member of the
feline family.

Dog: Any member of the Canis familiaris classification of the Canidae species, i.e., any domestic member

of the canine family.

Domestic animal: Any member of a species of animal which is tame by nature or which has been
domesticated by man so as to live and breed in a tame condition, or any animal which from time
immemorial has been accustomed to the association of man, or by his industry has been subjected to man's
will and has no disposition to escape his dominion; for the purposes of this article, livestock shall not be
included in the classification of domestic animal,

Euthanasia: The humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that involves
instantaneous unconsciousness and immediate death or by a method that involves anesthesia, produced by
an agent which causes painless loss of consciousness, and subsequent death during such loss of

consciousness.

Feral cat: Any cat who is unsocialized to humans, whose temperament is one (1) of fear and survives on

own outdoors,

Feral dog: It is the offspring of a domestic dog (strays) that have been abandoned. They live on the edge
of human society, scavenging for food, finding shelter where they can, mating and raising completely un-

socialized feral puppies. These dogs are completely unpredictable.

Micro chipping: An identifier code is inserted under the skin of an animat via microchip. The microchip
shall be accessible by the scanner at the St. Charles Parish Animal Shelter as well as a nationwide tracking
system. The microchip process shall be administered by a veterinarian and identifying code registered at
the St. Charles Animal Shelter.

Minor injury: The injury results in a superficial wound such as a scratch, laceration, bruise or minor tissue

swelling,

Moderate Injury: The injury may require sutures, but does not result in temporary or permanent

disfigurement, permanent pain or risk of death,

Nuisance: Damaging, soiling, defiling or defecating on property other than its owner's ar on public
sidewalks, excessive noise making, excessive odor, excessive barking, molesting, threatening, attacking or
interfering with persons on public or private property, interfering with another person's enjoyment of his
property is hereby declared a nuisance.

Outdoor cat: Any free roaming cat that may be cared for by any person of the immediate area and may
or may not be feral. Qutdoor cats shall be sterilized, vaccinated against rabies, microchipped and ear
notched. Qualified outdoor cats shall be exempt from at large provisions of this title, praviding there is not a

nuisance complaint.
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Owner/keeper: Any person owning, keeping or harboring any animal, or having in his care an animal on

or about his premises.

Pet: A domesticated animal kept ofher than for commercial use, as a companion, for protection or
recreation. Specifically excluded are cattle, horses, swine, sheep, chickens, ducks, guinea fowl, turkeys,
goats, geese, bees, pigeons, and other animals or fowl generally regarded as farm animals or which may
endanger the public health and safety or infringe on the rights of others.

Provocation: Overt act(s) by a person, which would reasonably be expected to harass, irritate, or
aggravate a dog to the point of aggression. This includes, but is not limited to, hitting or approaching a dog
in a menacing fashion, but does not include any act by a person, reasonably seen by that person, as
necessary to intervene to protect himself or another person or livestock or domestic animal or fowl, An
unauthorized intruder or a wild or domestic animal shall be deemed to have provoked a dog by the act of
entering the owner's dwelling or enclosed premises not normally accessible to the public.

Severe injury: The injury results in a physical condition serious enough to require any of the following:

(1) Hospitalization or prolonged treatment, physical harm involving substantial risk of death;
(2} Physical harm involving substantial risk of death; or rabies exposure or

(3) Physical harm involving partial or permanent disfigurement.

Unauthorized intruder: Means any person who enters a dog owner's apartment, house, business or
enclosed premises not normally accessible to the public with the knowledge that he not does have the dog

owner's permission to do so.
Wild or exotic animal:

(1) Exotic animal: Any member of a species of animal, reptile or bird, warm or cold blooded,
which is not indigenous to the environs of the parish and/or is not classified or considered as

wildlife, livestock or domestic animal,

(2) Wild animal: Any member of a species of animal which is wild by nature and/or which
because of habit, mode of life or natural instinct, is incapable of being completely
domesticated and requires the exercise of art, force or skill to keep it in subjection, for the
purposes of this article, this term shall include wildlife, exotic animals, and any other animal

whether domestic, livestock or otherwise which is not tame or domesticated.

(3) Wildlife: Any member of a species of animal, reptile or bird, warm or cold blooded, which is
indigenous to the environs of the parish and/or is under the control and authority of the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, as set forth in title 56 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § I, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 04-9-5, § |, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 11-10-1, § 1, 10-3-11; Ord. No. 19-3-3, § 1, 3-
11-19; Ord. No. 19-12-7 , § 4, 12-2-19)
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Sec. 4-2. - Cruelty.

(a) No person shall ill-treat an animal, nor may an animal be abandoned. No person shall
unnecessarily or cruelly beat, mutilate, kill, torture or abuse, or cause or procure to be cruelly
beaten, mutilated, killed, tortured or abused, any animal or commit any act which under any
other law constitutes cruel treatment, or fail to provide obviously necessary veterinary care. No
animal shall be tethered as the primary means of stationary confinement; such stationary

confinement by tethering shall be considered cruel treatment.

(b) it shall be illegal for anyone to intentionally or criminally neglect or commit acts of neglect against
any animal, including large animals and livestock. The animal control officer shall investigate all
reports of cruelty and act in the best interest of the animal. immediate surrender of such animals
to the animal control office will be enforced. Each animal will be treated and proper care or

disposition of the animal will be at the discretion of a veterinarian and the animal control officer.

(c) When a person is charged with cruelty to animals, said person's animal may be seized by the
arresting officer or official issuing the citation and held pending final disposition of the charge.

Any animal so seized shall be impounded in the custody of the animal shelter.

(d) The animal shelter shall retain custody of the animal for the purpose of evidence upon the trial,
subject to the order of the court. All costs incurred in the boarding and treatment for any seized
animal pending disposition of any animal cruelty charge, upon conviction of the accused, shall be
borne by the person so convicted. If a seized animal is unable to humanely survive the final
disposition of the animal cruelty charge, the court may order that such animal be humanely put
to death, but only upon the certification of a licensed veterinarian either that the animal is not
likely to survive or that in his professional judgment, by reason of the physical condition of the
animal, it should be humanely euthanized.

(e} Upon a person's conviction of crueity to animals, in addition to all fines, costs and punishment
authorized by law, the person shall be required to pay all kennel fees associated with the
impoundment of the animal, further, it shall be proper for the court, in its discretion, to order the
forfeiture and final determination of the custody of any animal found to be cruelly treated as part
of the sentence; in the event of the acquittal or final discharge without conviction of the accused,
the court shall, on demand, direct the delivery of any animal held in custody to the owner
thereof.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-3. - Staking animals on public roads.

It shall be unlawful for any person to tether any animal to a stake, fence, post, tree, vehicle or other
hitching device on the public roads or levees of this parish.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)
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Sec. 4-4. - Animals running at large.

(a)

(b)

(@

(d)

(e)

No person shall suffer or permit an animal in his possession, or kept by him about his premises,
to run at-large on any unenclosed land, or trespass upon any enclosed or unenclosed lands of
another.

Any citizen may, or law enforcement officer shall, seize any animal found unaccompanied by its
owner or keeper and running at-large on any road, street, or other public place, or trespassing on
any premises other than the owner.

For purpose of this section, any person, business, corporation, or other legal entity that keeps in
his care, harbors, acts as custodian, or permits an animal to remain on or about his premises, or

is the registered owner of such animal, shall be deemed the owner and/or keeper of said animal.

Any owner and/or keeper permitting his animal to run at-large shall be in violation of this section
and shall be penalized as provided in_section 4-51.

It shall be unfawful for any person to release or entice any animal secured by the owner and/or

keeper within his yard outside of the premises of such keeper and/or owner,

Every female animal in heat shall be confined in a building or secured enclosure in such a manner
that such female animal cannot come into contact with other animals except for planned
breeding.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, &8 |, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 19-12-7 , 8 1I, 12-2-19)

Sec. 4-5. - Public nuisance.

(a)

(b)

©

Every owner and/or keeper of animals shall exercise proper care and control of such animals so
as to prevent the animals from creating and/or becoming a public nuisance. It shall be unlawful
to otherwise harbor or keep any animal which is a public nuisance; disturbing the health or
repose of the residents; attacking or molesting passersby's or other animals; being repeatedly at
large; chasing vehicles; scratching on or digging into or urinating or defecating upon lawns,
shrubs, buildings or any property either public or private other than property of the owner
and/or keeper of such an animal shall be deemed to be the creation of public nuisance and the
owner and/or keeper of the animal causing such public nuisance shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor,

In the case of a nuisance by defecation, the owner and/or keeper must remove all feces and

dispose of them in a sanitary manner.

Premises on which animals are kept shall be maintained so as to prevent disagreeable odors
arising there from, or the presence or breeding of flies, mosquitoes and other pests, Provisions
shall be made for the removal and disposal of animal and food wastes, bedding, dead animals
and debris. Disposal facilities shall be so provided and operated as to minimize vermin
infestation, odors and disease hazards.
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(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 13-1-4, § |, 1-7-13)

Sec. 4-6. - Potentially dangerous, dangerous or vicious dogs,

{(a) Determination of potentially dangerous or dangerous characteristics:

(1) Any dog may be deemed "potentially dangerous” if such dog constitutes a menace to public

health or safety by committing any of the following acts:

a. An attack or minor injury occurs, which resuits in injury to a person when such person is
conducting himself peacefully and lawfully;

b. The dog bites a domestic animal resulting in moderate injury while the dog is at large;

¢. The dog chases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks, public grounds or
property owned by a person other than the owner of the dog, in a terrorizing or menacing
manner or apparent attitude of attack;

d. A dog which on two (2) separate occasions has been observed at large, on or off the
owner’s property, or has been impounded at least once previously for being at large; or
e. Adog that, in the opinion of the animal control supervisor, constitutes a threat to public

safety such that the animal control supervisor recommends a dog as "potentially
dangerous".

(2} The animal control supervisor may investigate reported incidents involving dogs that may be

3)

{4)

"potentially dangerous” and shall send written notification of the animal control supervisor's
classification of the animal by certified mail and the last known address of the dog's owner.
The classification of "potentially dangerous® shall be added to the registration records of the
dog.

A summons may be issued to the owner of any potentially dangerous dog alleged to be in

violation of this section. The investigating officer may issue such summons upon receipt of a
sworn affidavit of the complaint.

Proper handling of a potentially dangerous dog:

a. A potentially dangerous dog must be under the supervision and control of an owner over
sixteen (16) years old when outside of the owner's dwelling;

b. The dog can be off of the owner's property to be walked only if restrained by a leash, not
to exceed six (6) feet, which prevents its escape or access to other persons, The dog may

not be taken to public parks or private dog parks;

c. Based on the size and behavior of the dog, the owner may be required to muzzle the dog
when it is on public property or those areas of private property that are unfenced and
normally accessible to the public. The muzzle shall neither injure the dog nor interfere
with its vision or respiration;

d. The dog must be spayed or neutered and micro-chipped, at the owner's expense, prior to
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being returned to the owner, unless it is certified as unfit for surgery with documentation

provided by a Louisiana Licensed veterinarian with a specific diagnosis; or

e. The dog may be evaluated by a board certified veterinary behaviorist, certified animal
behaviorist or recoghized expert and may successfully compiete training and any other
treatment deemed necessary at the owner's expense.

(5) Adogmay be deemed "dangerous" if it commits any of the following acts under the following

(6)

)

circumstances;

a. The dog bites a human being, resulting in moderate injury, when the person is conducting
himself peacefully and lawfully;

b. The dog, off the property of owner of offending dog, causes severe injury to a domestic

animal resulting in hospitalization of the domestic animal;
¢. The dog kills any domestic animal;

d. The dog is already classified as "potentially dangerous” and commits any of the acts
enumerated in this section; or

e. An animal that, in the opinion of the animal control supervisor, constitutes a threat to

public safety and recommended by the animal control supervisor to be as "dangerous".

Animal centrol may investigate reported incidents involving dogs that may be "dangerous,”
Upon such investigation, if the animal control supervisor finds the dog to constitute a
"dangerous dog" as defined in this section, said dog shall be impounded and so classified.
The owner shall receive written notification of the animal control departments' classification
of the dog. Said notification shall include the procedure for appeal. The classification of

"dangerous" shall be added to the registration records of the dog.

The owner of a dog that has been classified as dangerous shall abide by the following
mandates within thirty (30} days after receipt of the dog's classification as dangerous:

a. While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog shall be securely confined indoors or in a
securely locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of young children and
designed to prevent the animal from escaping at times when the animal is not confined
and supervised within the owner's and/or keeper's dwelling;

b. Such an outdoor pen or structure shall have a sealed cement floor and be surrounded by
a chain link fence that is anchored to a cement slab, The pen must also have a chain link
top that is securely fastened to the top of the pen. The top must also have a solid cover to
protect the animal from the elements and a doghouse of proper size within the enclosure.,
The outdoor enclosure size will be determined by the size of the dog or dogs being
housed and must be reviewed and approved by the animal control supervisor. A six (6)
foot fence must surround the premises, suitable to prevent the unauthorized entry of

human beings and suitable for confinement of the dog;

c. Such enclosure shall be securely closed and locked at all times. The fence must have chain
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wall or cement sides to prevent said animal from digging its way under or out of the
fenced area. The dog shall be penned in the proper enclosure at all times when the

animal is not supervised within the owner's fenced property;

. The supervisor, after reviewing the circumstances associated with each situation, shall

make a determination as to whether the enclosure meets its requirements. Such
enclosure shall assure the safety of the public as well as confinement of the dog in a

humane, safe, sanitary and healthful environment;

. The dog must remain in an interfor room of house secured by a lock, when anyone is

entering or exiting the house or when someone outside of the immediate family is inside
the house. The room size will be determined by the size of the dog and reviewed and

approved by the animal control supervisor;

. The dog shall not be walked in public parks, public or private dog parks, on public

sidewalks or any areas outside the owner's property except to go to the veterinarian. The
dog shall be muzzled in a manner that prevents the dog from biting but shall not injure
the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration and it shall be in the direct control of the
owner over sixteen (16) years of age with a secure leash no fonger than six (6) feet in

length when traveling to or from the veterinarian;

. The dog shall be spayed or neutered and microchipped, at the owner's expense, prior to

being returned to the owner unless it is certified as unfit for surgery with documentation

provided by a Louisiana Licensed veterinarian with a specific diagnosis;

. The dog may be required to be evaluated by a board certified veterinary behaviorist,

certified animal behaviorist or recognized expert and may successfully complete training

and any other treatment animal control deems necessary at the owner's expense;

i. The owner shall pay all boarding costs to animal control, while awaiting hearing;

. Animal control shall be notified if the owner is moving the dog to hew housing. Prior to a

dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the name, address and
phone number of the new owner to the animal control. Each owner shall execute a
document to be supplied by animal control, acknowledging that said owner is aware of
"dangerous" dog classification and that said owner shall comply with the requirements of
this title. animal control shall perform a Dangerous Dog house inspection at the new
residence if in St. Charles Parish;

. A dog that has been deemed dangerous in another parish or state must register with

animal control and meet the same requirements listed in this section;

. Asign indicating that a dangerous dog is housed shall be visible from the street and

affixed to the entrance of the house and fence. The sign shall be at least 8" x 11" with
letters no smaller than 3" high;

. Animal control, in the exercise of its discretion, shall have the authority to make whatever
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inspections are deemed necessary to ensure that the provisions recited herein are
complied with;
n. An owner of a dangerous dog shall have said dog humanely euthanized at his expense by

animal control or by a licensed veterinarian, if said owner is unable to comply with the
requirements recited herein;

o. It shail be untawful for any person to keep, harbor or possess a dangerous animal on a
porch, patio or in any part of a house or building that would allow the animal to exit or
escape on its own volition. Screened windows or screened door alone are considered

inadequate,

p. The owning, keeping or harboring of a dangerous animal in violation of this title is

deemed a public nuisance and the animal may be seized;

g. If animal control reasonably believes that an owner cannot or will not abide by the above
requirements, a seizure warrant may be requested, pending final disposition of the case;
{8) A"dangerous dog" that is impounded for any violation of this section, may be reclassified as a
"vicious dog."
(9) The owner of a dog that has been classified as "dangerous" may appeal this classification to

the animal classification appeals committee within the ten-day period after the animal control
center classifies said dog;

a. A notice of appeal shall be filed with the animal control supervisor within ten (10) days of
the receipt of notice of classification. The supervisor shall then notify the animal
classification appeals committee;

b. The animal classification appeals committee shall hear the appeal within thirty (30) days
after the owner has submitted a notice of appeal,

¢. The classification of a dog as "dangerous” shall be revoked only by a majority vote of the
animal classification appeals cornmittee.

d. All decisions made by the animal classification appeals committee shall be final and
binding, unless an appeal is made to a court of competent jurisdiction, Notification of said
appeal must be filed ten (10) days after the animal classification appeal committee
upholding the decision to classify the said dog as "dangerous". Should a Temporary
Restraining Order be received within the ten-day period, then the owner will also be
responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees at that time as may be
required to humanely and safely keep the animal at the shelter through the appeals
process.

e. Payment of all boarding costs and fees shall be placed as bond with the registry of the
court in which the Temporary Restraining Order was obtained. If the dog classification is
reversed, payment will be refunded.

(b) Vicious dog:
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The animal control supervisor may deem a dog "vicious" if it commits any of the following acts:
a. Attacks or bites a human being resulting in severe injury or death; or

b. Is already classified as a "dangerous" dog and commits any of the acts enumerated in
section 4-6(h)(1) above.

Animal control may investigate reported incidents involving dogs that may be "vicious.” Upon
such investigation, if the animal control supervisor finds the dog to constitute a "vicious dog,"
said dog shall be impounded and so classified. The owner shall receive written notification of
the animal control supervisor's classification of the dog. Said notification shall include the
procedure for appeal. The classification of "vicious" shall be added to the registration records
of the dog.

Any dog that has been classified as "vicious" shall be impounded by animal control. The
animal will be kept at the shelter and placed in rabies quarantine, if necessary, for the proper
length of time or held for ten (10) days after the owner's receipt of notification and then shall
be euthanized unless the owner initiates an appeal procedure within this ten-day period.

The owner of a dog that has been classified as "vicious” may appeal this classification to the
animal classification appeals committee within the ten-day period after the animal control

center classifies such dog:

a. A notice of appeal shall be filed with the animal control supervisor within ten (10) days of
the receipt of notice of classification. The supervisor shall then notify the animal
classification appeals committee;

b. The animal will remain impounded at animal control until such time as the animal appeals
committee hears and decides the appeal of the owner. The animal classification appeals
committee shall hear the appeal within ten (10) days after the owner has submitted notice
of appeal.

¢. The dassification of a dog as "vicious" shall by revoked only by a majority vote of the
animal classification appeals committee, If the committee does not revoke the "vicious
dog" classification, the dog will be kept an additional ten (10) days and then be humanely
euthanized, at the expense of the owner, by the animal control center. If the animal
classification appeals committee revokes the "vicious" dog classification, such dog shall
then be classified as "dangerous"; and its owner shall be required to comply with_section
4-6 (a)(7) above. The committee shall provide the owner with written notice of its decision

by mailing the decision to the dog owner's last known address.

d. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as may
be required to humanely and safely keep the animal at the animal control through the
appeals process.

e. Written notice is granted in section 4-6 (b)(4c) above in order to give the owner of a dog

classified as "vicious" time to apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for any remedies,
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which may be available.

The owner of a dog that has been classified as "vicious" may appeal the decision of the
animal classification appeals committee to uphold the "vicious" classification. A
Temporary Restraining Order shall be obtained from a court of competent jurisdiction
within ten (10) days of said decision in order to delay the euthanasia of such dog. Should
a Temporary Restraining Order be obtained, the owner shall also be responsible for
payment of all boarding costs and other fees at this time as may be required to humanely
and safely keep the animal at animal control through the court appeal process.

Payment of all boarding costs and fees shall be placed as bond in the registry of the court
in which the Temporary Restraining Order was obtained.

No person shall keep or permit to be kept within St. Charles Parish any vicious dog. A dog
determined to be vicious by the court shall be humanely euthanized.

{c) Required reporting:

(1) Any health care provider who examines or treats any person who has been bitten by a dog or

upon whom a dog has inflicted serious bodily injury shall report such bite or injury to animal

control or the deputy. Such a report shall be made immediately, if possible, and in any event
shall be made within twenty-four (24) hours of examining the patient.

(2) The reportshall include the following information subject ta the limitations allowed by law:

a.
b.

C.

d.

The patient's name, date of birth, sex and current home and work address;
The nature of the bite or injury that is the subject of the report;

Any information about the location of the biting animal and the name and address of any
known owner; and

The name and address of the health care provider.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, 8|, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 19-3-3 , § II, 3-11-19)

Sec. 4-6.1. - Animal classification appeals committee,

(@) The parish president shall appoint a three-member animal classification appeals committee

which in its' judgment shall fairly represent animal control, animal owners and citizens of St.

Charles Parish. The committee shall make decisions relating to appeals that have been initiated

concerning dangerous dogs and vicious dogs,

(b) The animal classification appeals committee shall be appointed from nominations submitted to

the St. Charles Parish President. One (1) member shall be a licensed veterinarian, one (1) member

shall be a commissioned law enfarcement officer and one (1) member shall be a member of the

animal welfare society. All members must be residents of St. Charles Parish.

(Ord. No. 19-3-3, & 1ll, 3-11-19)
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Sec. 4-6.2. - Liability insurance, liability bond, property surety bond for dangerous dogs.

(a) The owner or keeper shall present to the supervisor of animal control that the owner or keeper
has procured liability insurance in the amount of at least One Hundred Thousand and No/100ths
($100,000.00} Dollars, covering any damage or injury which may be caused by such dangerous
dog during the tweive (12) month period for which licensing is sought and proof of coverage must

be provided annually,

(Ord. No. 19-3-3 , 81V, 3-11-19)

Sec. 4-7. - Penalties.

{(a) Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall, for each violation,
be fined not less than two-hundred ($200.00) dollars nor more than five hundred ($500.00)
dollars plus court costs, or be imprisoned in the parish jail for not more than one hundred eighty
{(180) days or both. '

(b} The owner of a dog at large that injures any person shall, upon conviction by a court of
competent jurisdiction, be fined not less than five hundred ($500.00) dollars or imprisoned for
not more than thirty (30) days or both.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 19-3-3, 8 V, 3-11-19)

Sec. 4-8. - Hindering animal control officers prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly hinder, resist or oppose any officers or

employees of the animal control office in the performance of his/her duties.

{b) It shail be unfawful for any persen to knowingly interfere with or damage any animal trap owned

or used by the animal control office or to molest or release any animal caught therein.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-8.1. - Hindering animal control officers penalties,

-Any person who violates any provisions of section 4-8 of this chapter or who shall hinder or molest or
interfere with any officer or agent of the animal control office in the performance of any duty provided for
by this chapter shall, upon conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction, be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and may be fined any amount up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not
more than one hundred-eighty {180) days, or both fined and imprisoned, at the discretion of the court,

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec, 4-9. - Exception to provisions of chapter.
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Except in cases of emergency, none of the provisions of this chapter shall apply to nonresident owners

and/or keepers of animals passing though the parish or animals brought to the parish for the purpose of

exhibition at any animal show provided said animal is under restraint.

{Ord. No.

Sec. 4-10. -

(a)

(b)

(©

04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Keeping of animals not considered pets and keeping of exotic animals.

No animals other than those defined as pets shall be kept in other than an O-L zoning district
without first obtaining a letter of no objection signed by all property owners within three hundred
(300) feet of the property, as measured from the property lines, on which the animals are to be
kept. In Kerry's Pointe Subdivision, the keeping of up to ten (10) chickens shall only require letters
of no objection from the abutting property owners. The form for obtaining a letter of no objection
shall be obtained from the planning and zoning department. The completed application form
shall be returned to the planning and zoning department and the department shall forward a
copy to the animal control office for review and approval. The animal control office will review the
number of animals, type of animals and suitability of the site; and is hereby authorized to limit
the number of animals and regulate the manner in which the animals are kept. A copy of the
approved form, including any stipulations placed on the applicant by the animal control office,

shall be returned to the applicant and the animal control office,

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, own, breed, or otherwise bring into St. Charles

Parish any live wild or exotic animal.

Any animal determined by the animal control office to be of a type specifically banned shall be
subject to immediate impoundment. The owner and/or keeper of the animat shall have five {5)
days following the date of impoundment to provide a verifiable plan for removal of the animal
from the parish. If, after five (5) days, the owner and/or keeper has not provided an appropriate
plan to the satisfaction of the animal control office, the animal may be euthanized. An impounded
animal of which no owner and/or keeper can be located within five (5) days of impoundment, may

be euthanized or otherwise removed from the parish at the discretion of the animal control office.

The animal control office may issue a temporary permit for the keeping, care and protection of an
infant banned animal native to the area until such time it may be safely released or disposed of
accordingly.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to animal research centers sponsored by accredited
universities or hospitals, animal rehabilitation centers, alligator farms or ranches, zoological
gardens, theatrical exhibits, or a circus provided that all permits required by law are obtained and

all regulations concerning the keeping and maintaining of such animals are adhered to.

Bully breed and bully breed mix. All owners and/or custodians of bully breeds and bully breeds
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mixed with any other breed, which are over three (3) months of age within seven (7) days of being
located within St. Charles Parish, Louisiana shall:

a) Be registered with the St. Charles Parish Animal Control Department;
b) Be microchipped at the owner's expense to identify the dog's ownership; and

c) At all times wear, around its neck, a collar of proper fit with a current rabies tag affixed

thereto.

Any animal control Officer and/or Law Enforcement Officer, after duly identifying himself and his intent,
may scan any dog that appears to meet the aforementioned criteria whether in the possession of an

owner/custodian, at large or in a kennel, in order to check for registration and microchipping of the animal.

Any animal seized or found at large due to violation of subsections (c),(d), and {e) shall be held no more
than five (5) days, at the owner's expense, for necessary corrective actions to be satisfied. Should the
requirements of sections_ 4-1,.4-6,4-6.1, 4-6.2, 4-7 (a), (b}, and_4-10 (c}, (d), and (e) not be satisfied within six
(6} days, then the dog is deemed abandoned in favor of St. Charles Parish Animal Control.

(1) If there is a complaint or it deemed necessary by an animal control officer, the dog may
require a proper enclosure as described in_section 4-10(2) below at all times when the animal
is not confined and supervised within the owner's and or keeper's dwelling or being moved or

exercised.

{2) While on the owner's property, a bully type dog shall be securely confined indoors or in a
securely locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed
to prevent the animal from escaping at times when the animal is not confined and supervised

within the owner's and/or keeper's dwelling:

a} Such an outdoor pen or structure shall have a sealed cement floor and be surrounded by
a chain link fence that is anchored to a cement slab. The pen must also have a chain link
top that is securely fastened to the top of the pen. The top must also have a solid cover to
protect the animal from the elements and a doghouse of proper size within the enclosure.
The outdoor enclosure size will be determined by the size of the dog or dogs being
housed and must be reviewed and approved by the animal control supervisor. A six (6)
foot fence must surround the premises, suitable to prevent the unauthorized entry of

human beings and suitable for confinement of the dog.

b} Such enclosure shall be securely closed and locked at all times. The fence must have chain
wall or cement sides to prevent said animal from digging its way under or out of the
fenced area. The dog shall be penned in the proper enclosure at all times when the
animal is not supervised within the owner's fenced property, Said enclosure shall be
complete and ready for inspection by animal control and said animal occupancy within

thirty (30) days of request by animal control.

(3} Upon inspection by animal control, if the above requirements are not met, the animal will be

impounded at the parish animal shelter for a maximum of five (5) business days until the
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owner and/or keeper provides and enclosure as set forth in this section for said animal. All
cost of impoundment must be paid by owner and/cr keeper before release of said animal.
After the five (5) day period, if the owner and/or keeper does not provide the proper
enclosure as set forth by this section, then the said animal may be adopted or euthanized.
(4) American Pit Buli Terriers and wolves shall be required by the animal control office to be
microchipped. All costs associated must be paid by owner and/or keeper before release of

said animal. Faiture to cover all expenses incurred may result in legal charges brought against
owner and/or keeper to cover all expenses plus legal fees.

(d) Wolf.

(1) No persaon shall possess any of the following species or its subspecies of live wild,
domesticated or otherwise Red Wolf or Gray Wolf,

An animal which appears indistinguishable from a wolf, or is in any way represented to be
wolf may be considered to be a wolf in the absence of a bonafide documentation to the
contrary.

{2) All wolf hybrids must be registered with the animal control office. Color pictures with full
detail description must be filed with registration. Microchipping is required, All premises must
be inspected by an animal control officer for confinement of said animal before final

registration is approved.
{e} Feral cat and feral dog.

(1) Any cat or dog that is determined by the animal control officer to be a feral animal. Feral
animals are considered wild animals, unsociable, unpredictable, and unadoptable, These
animals will not have a mandatory hold period. If a feral cat is in full compliance of the
outdoor cat management program, a three (3) business day hold is implemented.

(f} Outdoor cat management.

(1) All cats that are part of outdoor cat management programs shall participate in free services
offered by animal control or seek the following care from a private veterinarian and incur all
costs to come into compliance with population control:

a. Assessed by a veterinarian and deemed healthy;

b. Sterilized;

¢. Vaccinated against the threat of rabies;

d. Ear notched or tipped for easy identification of sterilization status;

e. Microchipped to property owner for rabies verification and location identification.

(2) All managed outdoor cats shall be maintained on private property of the care giver, or with
the expressed permission on the property of another, including city, state and federal

property. In no event shall an outdoor cat be returned to the private property if the owner of
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that property, after being educated on the outdoor cat program, does not consent to the

return or the relocation to that property.

{3) If the requirement of subsections 4-59 (a) and (b) are met, the outdoor cat is exempt from the
at-large provisions that apply to owned animals. In no event shall an outdoor cat be

exempted from the nuisance or rabies vaccine provisions.

(4) Any person may provide for an outdoor cat that has completed the outdoor cat management
program, including, but not limited to the following:

a. Food, if supplied maximum of once daily and remaoved within thirty (30) minutes to
prevent nuisance wildlife from encroaching;

b, Water, if supplied, clean, potable and free from debris and algae;
¢. Shelter, if provided, unobtrusive, safe and of proper size for the cat.

(5) Any person may file a complaint with animal control stipulating the specific feral cat problem.
Animal control may require relocation or removal from the feral cat program of any or all

nuisance feral cats.

(6) The parish council may review any feral cat programs three (3) years after its inception to
assess Its functionality and impact on the parish.

(7) Violations of this section are subject to the penalties provided in section 4-60.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § I, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 10-10-7,§ 1, 10-18-10; Ord. No. 11-10-1, § 1, 10-3-11; Ord. No. 18-10-4,
§1,10-1-18; Ord. No. 19-3-3, 8 VI, 3-11-19; Ord. No, 19-12-7., § Ill, 12-2-19)

Sec. 4-10.1. - Penalties,

Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions this chapter shall, for each violation, be fined
not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00} nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) plus court costs,
or be imprisoned in the parish jail for not more than thirty (30} days or both. Fach separate day on which

any violation of the provisions of this section is shown to have continued to exist shall constitute a separate
offense,

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04; Qrd. No. 13-1-4, § II, 1-7-13)

Sec. 4-11. - Prohibitions.

The following acts involving animals are hereby prohibited:

(1) The raffling or giving away as a prize, premium or advertising device of any living animal.

(2) It shall be unlawful to color, dye, stain or otherwise changing the natural color of any living
animal for the purpose of sale; or to possess for the purpose of sale any animal which has
been colored,

(3) The giving of any alcoholic beverage, or narcotic drugs, central nervous system stimulants,
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hallucinogenic drugs, or barbiturates unless prescribed by a licensed veterinarian to any

animal.

{(4) The intentional exposure of any know poisonous substance to an animal, whether mixed with
food or not, so that the same shall be liable to be eaten by any animal,

(5) The promoting, staging, conducting, participating in or observing any dog fight, cock fight,
pigeon shoot, turkey shoot, or other staged animal fighting contest shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, & |, 9-7-04)

Sec, 4-12. - Science fairs.

No person shall conduct a science fair or competition wherein any exhibit or project involves the use of
live animals of any kind or size wherein pain or suffering is inflicted on the animals or permanent injury or

deformity is caused.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, 81, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-12.1. - School laboratories.

No primary, secondary school, college and/or university, either public or private, in the parish shall
permit students in biology or other laboratories to perform experiments on live animals of any kind or size
which will inflict pain or suffering or permanent injury or deformity to the animals. Any headmaster,
principal, teacher or instructor who permits or condones such prohibited practices in his/her school,

classroom or laboratory shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-13. - Riding in open vehicle prohibited

It shall be unlawful to permit any animal to ride unsecured in an open bed vehicle or other open areas of

a moving vehicle, unless secured in a cage, crate or compartment.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, & |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-14. - Dogs on tethers.

If a dog is on a tether, the tether shall be equipped with swivel ends and be positioned to prevent
tangling and/or hanging. The tethered dog shall wear a properly fitted harness or buckled type collar. The
line must be a least five times the length of the dog. The dog cannot be tethered in an area which would

pose a threat to public safety and health and cannot be the primary means of confinement for any animal.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)
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Sec. 4-15, - Autoists striking animals.

Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a domestic animal shall stop at once and
render such assistance as may be possible and shall immediately report such injury or death to the animals’
owner; in the event the owner cannot be ascertained and located, such operator shall at once report the

accident to the sheriff's department or the parish animal shelter.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-16. - Penalties,

Any person violating any provisions of sections 4-10 through 4-15 shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five
hundred dollars ($500.00). Each day that the violations continue shall be deemed a separate violation.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)
Secs. 4-17—4-20, - Reserved.

ARTICLE Il. - LARGE ANIMALS

Sec. 4-21. - Purpose of article,

It is necessary for the public's interest, safety, health and general welfare that the ownership and
possession of large animats be subject to proper regulations and control, not excluding the entire contents

of this ordinance. All large animals must be housed in a proper confined area, suitable for the species of the

animat.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec, 4-22. - Definitions,

Large animal; Any animal larger than a dog or a cat,

Large animal owner: Any person who is harboring or shall permit any mule, horse, cow, sheep or large

animal of any description upon or about his or her premises shall be deemed the owner or keeper of such

animal.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-23. - Running at large restricted.

18/29




10/23/2020 St. Charles Parish, LA Code of Ordinances

It shall be unlawful for any person to allow any mule, horse, cow, sheep or other large animal to roam on
any road, street or other public place or trespass upon any premises other than the premises of the owner
within the parish. In the event any animal running at large is injured it is the responsibility of the owner to
provide medical attention or receive the service of a veterinarian. If the animal is not attended to the
satisfaction of the animal control officer and veterinarian services are recommended the owner will address
the issue within twenty-four (24) hours of recommendation. If proper medical attention is not addressed
within the twenty-four-hour period the animal control officer has the right to secure medical attention or
confiscate the animal and secure medical attention through a licensed veterinarian and all expenses will be

the responsibility of the owner,

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, 81, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-24. - Impoundment,

Any mule, horse, cow, sheep or other large animal roaming at large on any road, street or other public
place, or trespassing on any premises other than the premises of the owner and/or keeper within the
parish, shall be seized and impounded by person(s) authorized and designated to do so or by any law

enforcernent officer of this parish.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec, 4-25. - Enforcement.

The animal control office shall enforce the provisions of this article and is authorized to secure a

maximum of two (2} [arge animal control officers to assist with its responsibilities in this regard.,

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-26. - Duty of officers regarding large animals running at large.

It shall be the duty of a large animal control officer to impound all large animals found roaming on any
road, street, or other public place or trespassing on any premises other than the premises of the owner

and/or keeper, within the parish,

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-27. - Fees for redemption,

The owner and/or keeper of any large animal mentioned in the provisions of this article which has been
impounded shall have the right to have the animal released only upon payment to the large control officer
of the following fees:

(1) Fifty dollars ($50.00) for first offense for picking up the animal by the large animal control
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officer.
{2) One hundred dollars ($100.00) for each additional offense
{3) Ten dollars ($10.00) per day for care and boarding of the animal.
{4) Charges will include any additional cost incurred through veterinary expense.

{Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-28. - Sales of impounded animals authorized.

Animals not claimed within five (5) days shall be scld by the large animal control officer at public auction
on a Saturday between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, after being advertised by the large animal

control officer for one (1) week in the official journal of the parish.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-29. - Records required; disposition of fees.

The large animal control officers shall keep proper books in which shall be registered all animals
impounded, area of pickup, owner of property or person requesting pickup, the disposition thereof and
information relative to their being released or sold, which books will be sent to the department of finance
on an annual basis for renewal and shall be open at all times for public inspection. All collected fees will be
paid to the large animal control officer in payment for his services rendered and shall be recorded in an
appropriate receipt book, a copy of which shall be given to the person paying the fee. All fees shall be paid
by certified check, money order or cash, personal or business checks will not be accepted.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, 81, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-30. - Interference with enforcement.

It shall be unlawful to interfere with the large animal control officer while performing his duties, in any

manner whatsoever.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, 81, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-31. - Penalties.

(a) The owner and/or keeper of a mule, horse, cow, sheep or large animal of any description or any
other person violating the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction of such offense by any court of competent jurisdiction shall be fined not more
than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) and/or imprisoned in the parish prison for a term not
exceeding thirty (30) days, or both, in the discretion of the court.

(b) It shall be illegal for anyone, except the animal control officer, to operate a quarantine holding
area within the parish, for any large animal and if anyone is caught operating a holding area,
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her/she shall be fined two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per day per animal every day he/she is
holding these animals after being caught.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-32—4-39, - Reserved.

ARTICLE IlI. - LICENSING

Footnotes:

- (2) -

State Law reference— Rables Control Law, R.S. 40:1276 et seq.

Sec. 4-40, - Rabies inoculation required.

(a) It shall be the duty of the owner and/or keeper of any dog or cat to have such dog or cat be
inoculated once every twelve (12) months by or under the supervision of a duly licensed

veterinarian with an approved anti-rabies vaccine.

(b) When any dog or cat owned or kept by any person residing within the parish becomes three (3)
months old, the owner and/or keeper of such dog or cat shall have it inoculated within thirty (30)
days of that date.

{c) Within thirty (30) days after a person brings a dog or cat into the parish, he shall have it
inoculated untess he can show proof that such dog or cat has been inoculated within the previous

twelve (12) months with anti-rabies vaccine, in which case the inoculation may be omitted.

(d) Any person failing or refusing to have his/her dog or cat inoculated shall be fined fifty dollars
($50.00) and must show proof of inoculation within five (5) business days or fined five dollars
($5.00) per day thereafter,

{e} The dog or cat license shall consist of a certificate issued and signed by the veterinarian who
performed the rabies inoculation. The certificate shall state the name, breed, color and sex of the
dog or cat; the inoculation certificate number is issued by the veterinarian. In addition, the
veterinarian who performed the inoculation shall issue a durable tag or collar, stamped with an
identifying number and the year of issuance. Tags should be designed so that they may be

conveniently fastened or riveted to the animal's collar or harness.

(f)) Dogs and cats must wear identification tags and collars at all times when off the premises of the

owner or keeper.

{g) The license shall be valid for a period of twelve {12) calendar months. A new license must be

obtained prior to the first day of the month next following the expiration of said license.

(h) In the event any dog or cat found off the premises of the owner and/or keeper not wearing such
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a tag or collar, the owner and/or keeper shall be deemed to be in violation of this section. In the
event any dog or cat off the premises of the owner and/or keeper Is found wearing a tag or collar
that is invalid by virtue of expiration, or belonging to another dog or cat, the owner and/or keeper
of such dog or cat shall be in violation of this section.

(i) Any dog or cat found in violation as provided for in this section may be impounded.

(i) In addition to impounding any animal found in violation of this section or any other section of
this chapter, the animal control officer or law enforcement officer may issue to the known owner
of such animal a notice of ordinance violation. Such notice shall impose upon the owner a penalty
of fifty dollars ($50.00) plus ten dollars ($10.00) per day, which shall be paid to the department of
finance within five (5) business days, by money order, or credit/debit card in full satisfaction of
the assessed fine.

(k) Prior to release to owner or keeper the animal shall be vaccinated at the parish animal shelter,
licensed and tagged and microchipped at the following fee schedule:

(1) Microchip and registration. .....20,00

All fees for veterinarian service, vaccination, microchip, license and tags shall be reimbursed to the
St. Charles Animal Control.

(Ord. No, 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04; Ord. No, 19-12-7, § IV, 12-2-19)

5ec. 4-41. - Bite reports by veterinarians.

ft shall be the duty of every veterinarian having an animal quarantined for a bite incident to submit a
report to the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, parish sanitarian and the animal control office
as to the conditions of the quarantined animal on the initial day of the observations and the tenth day
immediately following the date of the bite incident.

{(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-42. - Treatment of animals which have bitten persons.

(a) Should an animal bite a person, or be reported to have bitten a person within the limits of the
parish, it shall be the duty of the owner, or the person having the same in his possession or
under his control, immediately to notify the animal shelter and surrender the animal to animal
control office. It shall be the duty of animal control office to impound or cause to be impounded
any such dog or animal for a period of ten (10) days for observation either in the hospital facilities
of a licensed veterinarian or at the animal shelter or require such animal to be confined securely
for a period of ten (10) days by the person owning the same or having possession thereof in such
manner and on such premises as may be designated by the supervisor of the animal sheiter, or

any of their authorized representatives or, a health unit or hospital may order the destruction of
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such animal and send its head to the bureau of laboratories of the state department of health for
a rabies [aboratory test. Home confinement shall be allowed only if the following conditions are

met:

(1} Current vaccination with an approved rabies vaccine; or in cases where an animal is
unvaccinated, if the person bitten or scratched is the owner or a member of the owner's
immediate family and the owner agrees not to have the animal vaccinated for rabies during
the ten-day observation period but shall provide proof of a rabies vaccination and a parish
ficense within three (3) days of the completion of the ten-day observation period.

(2) Specific approval of the medical doctor of the exposed party.

(3) Specific approval of the exposed party and agreement to the confinement conditions by the

animal owner,

If supervisor of the animal shelter determines that such animal may be confined under the
control or custody of the owner or person having control aver it, the owner ar person shall notify
the designated doctor or health unit and animal control immediately if the animal shows any
symptoms of sickness or abnormal behavior, or escapes, and if such animal dies during
confinement, such person having custody thereof shall surrender the carcass to the parish health

unit or the animal control office.

{Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-43. - Penaities.

(@

(b)

]

In the event fines are not paid within the time period prescribed, a criminal warrant shail be

initiated before any court of competent jurisdiction,

Upon conviction of a violation of this article, the owner or keeper shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty ($50.00) nor more than five
hundred dollars ($500.00). Each day that the violation continues shall be deemed a separate

violation,

Such payment does not relieve the owner and/or keeper of the responsibifity to comply with any

or all sections of this article

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § I, 9-7-04)

Sec, 4-44—4-49, - Reserved.

ARTICLE IV,

- IMPOUNDMENT, ADOPTION

Sec. 4-50. - Impoundment authorized.

(a)

Any dog or publiic nuisance animal found at large within the parish, contrary to the provisions of
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(c}
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this chapter, may be seized and Impounded by any law enforcement officer of this parish or by
any person authorized by the designated administrative department. Any dog or public nuisance
animal so seized and impounded not claimed or redeemed in accordance with_section 4-51 by its
owner and/or keeper within (5) business days after being seized and impounded shall be offered
for adoption or destroyed in some humane manner. The foregoing shall apply regardless of
whether or not the dog or public nuisance animal shall have identification, and whether or not
the owner or keeper shall be readily ascertainable.

In the event an injured or diseased animal is impounded, such animal may be immediately
destroyed in a humane manner at the discretion of the animal control office. The animal control
officer, or any person authorized by the administrative department; and the parish and its

employees shall be held harmless and unaccountable for such actions.

Animal control may offer owner intended euthanasia for aggression or severe medical issues
facilitated by a certified veterinary euthanasia technician or veterinarian for one-hundred dollars
($100.00) fee payable by credit or debit card to St. Charles Parish Finance.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § I, 9-7-04; Ord. No, 19-12-7, 8§V, 12-2-19)

Sec. 4-51. - Redemption and adoption of impounded animals.

(a)

(b)

Any person claiming a dog or cat which was seized and impounded under the provisions of this
article and proving ownership thereof shall be entitled to possession of such dog or cat only upon
proof that such dog or cat has been inoculated with an approved anti-rabies vaccine within a
period of twelve (12) months prior to the seizing and impounding of such dog or cat. Such claim
shall be made within five (5} business days from the date of the seizure and impounding of such

dog or cat,

Any person claiming a dog or cat which has been seized and impounded shall pay ten dollars
($10.00} boarding per day, in addition to claim and microchipping fees. The owner of a non-
sterilized impounded animal six {(6) months or older, not including dangerous dog impoundments
or a licensed veterinarian certifies the dog should not be spayed/neutered for health reasons, are

required to pay intact fees or choose sterilization prior to release.

(1) For the first claim, a fee of, if previously sterilized fifty dotlars ($50.00); unsterilized two
hundred dollars {$200.00) or choose sterilization for one hundred ($100.00);

(2) For asecond claim of a dog or cat of which has been previously seized or impounded, shall
pay: if previously sterilized one hundred dollars ($100.00); unsterilized four hundred dollars
($400.00) or choose sterilization and pay two hundred dollars ($200.00);

(3} For athird claim of a dog or cat which has been previously seized or impounded shall pay; if
previously sterilized two hundred dollars ($200.00); unsterilized eight hundred dollars
($800.00) or choose sterilization and pay four hundred dollars ($400.00);

{4) In the event of a fourth offense the fine will be five hundred dollars ($500.00) and liability
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insurance coverage as stated in the following paragraph. A signed and notarized sheet will be
provided for each animal.

In addition, any person presenting a fourth claim shalt present to the parish proof that the owner
or keeper has procured liability insurance in the amount of one hundred thousand dollars
($100,000.00) covering any damages or injury which may be caused by such dog which policy
shall contain a provision requiring the parish to be named for the sole purpose of the parish's

receiving notification of the canceltation, termination or expiration of the liability insurance policy.

In the event the dog or cat is redeemed as provided for in subsection (c), the fee for seizing shall
include the cost of rabies inoculation provided the animal has not been inoculated within the
previous twelve (12) months, and provided the inoculation is performed by a licensed

veterinarian.

Any dog or cat that has been impounded and unclaimed by its owner and/or keeper as provided
for in_section 4-50 within five (5) business days after being seized may be offered for adoption or
destroyed in a humane manner. Any dog or cat that has been relinquished by its owner and/or
keeper to the animal shelter may be immediately offered for adoption or be destroyed in a
humane manner, Animal control may collect a fee of not more than eighty dollars ($80.00) for the
adoption of an animal, which shall include the cost of rabies inoculation ten dollars ($10.00),

veterinary care and microchipping twenty dollars ($20.00),

St. Charles Parish owns and operates the adoption and spay/neuter program at the animal

shelter.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 09-9-20, § 1, 9-21-09; Ord. No. 19-12-7, § VI, 12-2-19)

Sec. 4-52. - Public offering of animals for adoption.

(a)

(b)

{0

(d)

No person shall offer dogs or cats for adoption by the public without obtaining from the adopter
a signed pledge that the animal will be sterilized by spaying or neutering within twenty (20) days
or by six (6) months of age,

Any pet shop, humane organization, or veterinary clinic may offer pets for adoption upon
complying with the following regulations. Records must be kept for one (1) year concerning the
source of the animal and the adoptee, with the descriptions of the animal including tag number

and the name and address of the adoptee.

The St. Charles Parish Animal Control or any other agency, shall be allowed to offer for adoption

animals that are obtained from the animal shelter.

No person or humane organization shall offer for adoption any animal which has been declared,
dangerous. Any dangerous vicious animal surrendered by its owner to the animal shelter shall

immediately be destroyed in a humane manner.

{Ord. No. 04-9-4, &I, 9-7-04; Qrd. No. 19-12-7 , § Vil, 12-2-19)
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Disposal for medical or scientific experimentation.

No animal which might otherwise be destroyed or made available for adoption may be sold or given by

the animal control office for medical or scientific experimentation so long as any public funds or tax receipts

are used

(Ord, No.

Sec, 4-54, -

(a)

(b)

for the operation of the animal control office.

04-9-4, § 1, 9-7-04)

Animat breeders.

Permit required. No person shall cause or allow any dog or cat owned, harbored or kept within
St. Charles Parish to breed without first obtaining a breeding permit. The animal must be
microchipped as well. Application procedures and requirements for such permit shall be in
accordance with rufes and regulation stipulated by the animal control office. The permit period
shall be the calendar year and the permit fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each
intact female per permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of the calendar year.
Fees shall be paid to the St. Charles Parish Animal Control for the spay/neuter program.

Requirements for holding of permit. All breeders must, in addition to all other requirements of
this article, comply with the requirements set forth below. Failure to meet these requirements
shall be grounds for denial of a permit to operate, or revocation of any previously issued permit,
All pups must have had their vaccines (for disternper, parvovirus at minimum) at six {6) weeks of
age by a veterinarian, been certified healthy by a veterinarian and certified clean of intestinal
parasites by a veterinarian. One (1) copy of this certificate must be given to the new owner of the

pups and one (1) copy must be kept by the breeder.

No offspring may be sold, adopted, bartered or otherwise transferred, whether for compensation

or otherwise, until it has reached the age of at least 8 weeks,

Any holder of a breeding permit who advertises the availability of any dog or cat for sale, adoption
or transfer, whether for compensation or otherwise, must prominently display the permit number
in any such advertisement. Further, the breeding permit holder must provide the permit number
to any person who purchases, adopts or receives any animal from the permit holder and include

the permit number on any receipt of sale.

Commercial establishments selling locally bred dogs or cats shall prominently display the breeding
permit number(s) of the breeder(s) whose dogs or cats are sold or given away in said
establishments and any other information required by the United States Department of
Agriculture. Commercial establishments selling dogs or cats not bred within St. Charles Parish shall
prominently display the name and address of the breeder(s) of such dogs and cats and any other
pertinent information required by the United States Department of Agriculture.

() Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the
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animal control office. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee will be
brought to the animal control office within five (5) days of notification that the application is
complete, If an applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are
being met in his establishment, the animal control office may issue a temporary permit until such
time as they can make a physical inspection of the establishment. Such temparary permit,
however, shall not be valid for more than three (3} months from date of issue, and shall be
revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not being met, Upon certification
by an authorized representative of the animal control office that all pertinent requirements are
being met, the animal shelter supervisor shall forthwith issue a regular permit which shall be
valid until December thirty-first (31st) of the year issued.

(d) Renewal of permit. Prior to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling
permits must renew same by applying to the animal control office for the appropriate form,
executing such form and remitting the current annual permit fee.

{e) Inspection. The establishment of all breeders shall be subject to inspection any time by the
animal control office,

(f} Prohibitions. No breeder shall allow any female dog or cat to produce more than one (1) litters in
any one (1) continuous twelve-month period and dogs cannot be bred until at least eighteen (18)

months of age.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04; Ord. No. 19-12-7, § VIlI, 12-2-19)

Sec. 4-55. - Pet shaops.

(@) Permit required, No person shall operate a pet shop unless a permit to operate such
establishment shall have been granted by the animal control office. Application procedures and
requirements for such permit shall be in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by
animal control and the provided in this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and
the permit fee shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

(b) Requirements for holding of permit. All pet shops, including pet shops operated in conjunction
with another holding facility, shall in addition to ail other requirements of this article comply with
the requirements set forth below. Failure to meet these requirements shall be grounds for denial

of a permit to operate a pet shop or revocation of any previously issued permit.

(<} Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the
animal shelter or may be requested in writing or by telephone. Completed, notarized forms
accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above address. If an applicant certifies
that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his establishment,
animal control may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a physical inspection
of the establishment. Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than three (3)
months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit
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requirements are not being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal
shelter that all pertinent requirements are being met, the shelter supervisor shall forthwith issue

a regular permit which shall be valid until December thirty-first of the year issued.

(d) Renewal of permits. Prior to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling
permits must renew same by applying to the animal control office for the appropriate form,

executing such form and remitting the current annual permit fee,
(e} Inspection. All pet shops shall be subject to inspection at any time by the animal control office.

(i} Prohibitions. No pet shop may keep or offer for sale to the public any wild or exotic species of
land animals, reptiles or birds including, but not limited to: felines other than domestic cats;
simians of all types including monkeys, apes and chimpanzees; opossums; skunks; raccoons and

poisonous snakes.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § {, 5-7-04)

Sec. 4-56. - Grooming establishments,

Permit required. No person shall operate a grooming shop unless a permit to operate such an
establishment shall have been granted by the animal control office, Application procedures and
requirements for such permit shall be in accordance with rules and regulations promuigated by the animal
control office under the provisions of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the
permit fee shall be twenty-five ($25.00) for each permit period or part thereof beginning the first day of the

calendar year.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-57. - Breeders, grooming and pet shops.

{a) Minimum standards for care of animals:

(1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times. Containers are to be
cleaned and disinfected each day. All water containers shall be removable for cleaning and be

mounted so that the animals cannot turn them over.

(2} Cage temperatures shall be maintained at a level that is healthful for the species of animal
kept in the cage.

(3) Ali cages and enclosures shall be a metal or nonporous plastic material for each cleaning and
disinfecting. Each cage must be of sufficient size so as to provide the minimum cage area per
animal as specified. Cage floors shall be of solid material, or if of open mesh construction at
least one-haif of the floor area shall be covered with cardboard, multiple layers of paper,

plastic sheet or other continuous substantial material,

(4) All animals under three (3) months of age are to be fed at least three (3) times per twenty-four
(24) hours. Food for all animals shall be served in a clean dish so mounted that the animal
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cannot readily tip it over or defecate or urinate in same,

(5) Each bird must have sufficient room to sit on a perch. Perches shall be placed parallel to each
other in the same cage. Cages must be cleaned every day and cages must be disinfected
when birds are sold. Parrots and other large birds shall have separate cages from smaller
birds.

(6) There shall be sufficient clean, dry bedding in each cage to meet the needs of each individual
animal. Boxes of sand or prepared litter shall be provided for cats.

(7) No animals shall be kept in darkness during the daylight hours.

(8) Altanimals must be adequately fed and watered, and their cages shall be cleaned every day,
including Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays, (see definitions)

(9) Adult animals of opposite sexes shall not be kept in common cages.

Records. The holder of any permit shall keep available for inspection on the premises a record
that shall show the name, current address and telephone number of the owner of each animal
kept at the facility, the date such animal entered the facility, the reason for such animal being at
the facility such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooming; the description of the animal,
including its age, breed, sex and color, The owner and/or keeper shall place in a visible place the
name, address and telephone number of the parish animal shelter, or other party who can be
contacted in case of emergency, to assume the care of the animals on the premises. In addition,
the holder shall furnish to the parish animal shelter the name address and telephone number of
the veterinarian or other responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the holder in case of an
emergency.

(Ord. No. 04-9-4, § |, 9-7-04)

Sec. 4-58. - Penalties,

(a)

(b)

{ch

In the event fines are not paid within the time period prescribed, a criminal warrant shall be

initiated before any court of competent jurisdiction.

Upon conviction of a violation of this article, the owner and/or keeper shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty ($50.00) nor more than five
hundred dollars ($500.00). Each day that the viclation continues shall be deemed a separate
violation.

Such payment does not relieve the owner of the responsibility to comply with any or all sections
of this article.

Sec. 4-59—4-65, - Reserved,
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introduction and Problem Statement

Dog bites are a serious public health problem that
inflicts considerable physical and emotional damage
on victims and incurs immeasurable hidden costs to
communities. Bites have been tolerated as a job-related
hazard for utility and postal workers, but for many
communities the problem may be more encompassing.
Following a severe attack, there is usually an outcry to
do something, and the something that is done ofien
reflects a knee-jerk response. Only later do officials
realize that the response was not effective and, in fact,
may have been divisive for the community. To assist
communities in avoiding such ineffective responses,
the AVMA convened a Task Force on Canine
Aggression and Human-Canine Interactions. Although
the number of injuries will never be reduced to zero,
Task Force members believe a well-planned proactive
community approach can make a substantial impact.
The information contained in this report is intended to
help leaders find effective ways to address their com-
munity’s dog bite concerns.®

Scope of the problem

Dogs have shared their lives with humans for more
than 12,000 years,' and that coexistence has con-
tributed substantially to humans’ quality of life. In the
United States, there are slightly more than 53 million
dogs sharing the human-canine bond,** more dogs per
capita than in any other country in the world.
Unfortunately, a few dogs do not live up to their image
as mankind’ best friend, and an estimated 4.5 million
people are bitten each year,"* although the actual num-
ber injured is unknown.’ Approximately 334,000 peo-
ple are admitted to US emergency departments annual-
ly with dog bite-associated injuries, and another
466,000 are seen in other medical settings.’ An
unknown number of other people who have been bit-
ten do not sustain injuries deemed serious enough to
require medical attention. Still another group of indi-
viduals is not represented by these data, those that
incur injuries secondary to a bite or attempted bite. For
example, a jogger may trip and break an arm while
fleeing from a threatening dog.

Of concern too are the demographics of typical
dog bite victims. Almost half are children younger than
12 years old.** People more than 70 years old comprise
10% of those bitten and 20% of those killed.*"

Direct costs of dog bite injuries are high. The
insurance industry estimates it pays more than $1 bil-
lon/y in homeowmers’ liability claims resulting from
dog bites." Hospital expenses for dog bite-related
emergency visits are estimated at $102.4 million.®
There are also medical insurance claims, workmen's
compensation claims, lost wages, and sick leave-asso-
ciated business costs that have not been calculated,

Which dogs bite?

An often-asked question is what breed or breeds of
dogs are most “dangerous”? This inquiry can be
prompted by a serious attack by a specific dog, or it
may be the result of media-driven portrayals of a spe-
cific breed as “dangerous.”**** Although this is a com-
mon concern, singling out 1 or 2 breeds for control can

result in a false sense of accomplishment." Doing so
ignores the true scope of the problem and will not
result in a responsible approach to protecting a com-
munity’s citizens.

Dog bite statistics are not really statistics, and they
do not give an accurate picture of dogs that bite,’
Invariably the numbers will show that dogs from pop-
ular large breeds are a problem. This should be expect-
ed, because big dogs can physically do more damage if
they do bite, and any popular breed has more individ-
uals that could bite. Dogs from small breeds also bite
and are capable of causing severe injury. There are sev-
eral reasons why it is not possible to calculate a bite
rate for a breed or to compare rates between breeds,
First, the breed of the biting dog may not be accurate-
ly recorded, and mixed-breed dogs are commonly
described as if they were purebreds. Second, the actual
number of bites that occur in a community is not
known, especially if they did not result in serious
injury. Third, the number of dogs of a particular breed
or combination of breeds in a community is not
known, because it is rare for all dogs in a community
to be licensed, and existing licensing data is then
incomplete.” Breed data likely vary between communi-
ties, states, or regions, and can even vary between
neighborhoods within a community.

Wolf hybrids are just that: hybrids between wild
and domestic canids. Their behavior is unpredictable
because of this hybridization, and they are usually
ireated as wild animais by local or state statutes, Wolf
hybrids are not addressed by this program.

Sex differences do emerge from data on various
types of aggression. Intact (unneutered) male dogs rep-
resented 80% of dogs presented to veterinary behavior-
ists for dominance aggression, the most commonly
diagnosed type of aggression,' Intact males are also
involved in 70 to 76% of reported dog bite incidents,™*
The sex distribution of dogs inflicting unreported bites
is not known. Unspayed females that are not part of a
carefully planned breeding program may attract free-
roaming males, which increases bite risk to people
through increased exposure to unfamiliar dogs. Dams
are protective of their puppies and may bite those who
try to handle the young. Unspayed females may also
contribute to the population of unwanted dogs that are
often acquired by people who do not understand the
long-term commitment they have undertaken, that are
surrendered to animal shelters where many are
desiroyed, or that are turned loose under the miscon-
ception that they can successiully fend for themselves.

Dog bite cests to a community

Cosis associated with dog bite injuries cannot be
readily measured, because so many intangible quality
of life issues are involved. This makes it more difficult
for community councils to justify the time, effort, and
expense necessary to institute a bite reduction program
when compared to a new fire truck, street paving, or
city park. Intangible costs include time spent by vol-
unteer and paid community officials on animal-related
issues, deterioration of relationships between neigh-
bors, building appropriate medical support, citizens’
concerns about neighborhood safety for children,
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homeowners’ insurance costs within the community,
and animal shelter support for unwanted pets. These
are quality of life issues that ultimately determine the
desirability of a community to its citizens and that can
motivate proactive community officials to institute a
prevention program.

This progran

Reducing the incidence of dog bites requires active
community involvement; passive attention or a tcken
commitment is not sufficient. By actively focusing on
dog bite prevention, the State of Nevada was able to
reduce the incidence of bites by approximately 15%."
Members of the Task Force represented a broad range
of disciplines and designed the program presented
here. It was recognized that the community approach
must be multidisciplinary and that different communi-
ties will have different needs based on their level of
commitment, preexisting programs, and available
resources. Although the best resulis will be obtained by
adopting the entire prevention program, the program is
designed so that it may be adopted as a whole or in
part. Either way, the goal remains to reduce the inci-
dence of dog bites within communities and improve
quality of life for their citizens,

Muttidisciplinary and
Multiprofessional Groups

It is unlikely that a dog bite prevention program
will begin in a complete vacuum. Typically, some for-
mal program is already in place under the auspices of
animal control, the health department, or local law
enforcement. Efforts may also be under way by other
groups such as educators or dog breeders. It makes
sense to identify related activities to determine what
needs are not being met, find likely sources of support
or resistance, and avoid duplication of effort and
potential turf battles (Appendix 1).°

Identify dog bite issues in the community

Each community has a unique set of dog bite-relat-
ed problems and its own approaches to confronting
them. A central task is to identify these particular
issues. The project begins by assessing the political
landscape regarding dog bites and dog bite prevention,
Before launching a program, it is useful to pinpoint the
degree of current and potential support among corpo-
rate and community leaders as well as legislators and
senior staff in the dog bite prevention program’s spon-
soring agency,

ize hot huttonms—Crafting a program is eas-
fer if the objectives mesh with a highly visible commu-
nity issue. For example, there may be public outery
about dog waste or a publicized dog attack. Such a sit-
uation may provide impetus for a campaign to support
licensing and leash laws or ordinances pertaining to
reporting dog bites. When community groups and the
media have already invested in finding a solution to the
dog bite problem, program organizers can dovetail their
efforts and work collaboratively with these groups.

Commumity fmterest—Knowing the degree of sup-
port that exists for a prevention program is important.

The prior existence of a program suggests support, but
this may not always be the case. The active support of
a commissioner or health department head (local or
state) is critical, because without his/her backing, a
fledgling dog bite prevention program is vulnerable to
shifting funding initiatives and political pressure,
Public officials are influenced by vocal well-organized
constituencies, so it is important to know what dog
bite-related agendas are getting politicians’ atiention. It
also helps to know whether any legislators have a
strong interest in the dog bite issue,

Dogs in the mews—News accounts can provide
clues as to how dog-related issues have played out over
time. Compare these accounts with available statistical
data and scientific assessments for reliability.

!dentify potential partners, diies, support, and fund-
ing sources

Determine which organizations in the community
are likely to support program efforis or resist them.
Some individuals and organizations will emerge as nat-
ural allies; some old hands will be glad to work with a
new partner in the dog bite prevention ficld, and some
will actively welcome a new focal point for dog bite
prevention activity, Learning about various entities and
their interest and involvement in dog bite control can
help answer questions in the following areas.

Commumity resources—Organizations, agencies,
businesses, and individuals offering training, assis-
tance, consulting, library or computer search capabili-
ties, in-kind contributions, volunteer help, or supple-
mental funding must be identified.

Currently available data—Before launching a
major effort to collect dog bite data, it is wise to deter-
mine whether an assessment has already been done.
Ask about reports related to injuries and costs from
dog bites, surveys that include dog bite or dog owner-
ship information, opinion surveys or other studies
describing community perceptions about the need for
dog bite prevention, and similar information. If possi-
ble, find out what happened to existing assessments
and related recommendations, Knowing the history of
previous evaluation and prevention efforts will help in
development of a new program. If an assessment has
been done, determine whether methods and conclu-
sions are sound.

Legislation—TIt is important to know what inter-
ventions {(eg, leash laws, “dangerous” dog ordinances)
have been previously introduced and their history of
success, Individuals involved in these efforts may be
valuable allies in new programs. Tn addition, current
ordinances should be evaluated to determine whether
enforcement or revision conld increase their effective-
ness.

Barvexs—Ownership of particular dog bite issues
and potential turf battles should be confronted realisti-
cally. In addition, it must be acknowledged that a dog
bite prevention program may attract opposition from
groups on philosophical grounds (eg, groups that
strongly support personal freedom argue that the gov-
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ernment should not mandate licensing of dogs). Clubs
for specific breeds may not be supportive if they fear
their breed will be singled out in a negative way.
Barriers can be overcome by a fresh approach to old
problems or by agreeing to carve out areas of responsi-
bility among interested groups. Typically, there are
many more problems than there are organizations to
tackle them, so it makes sense to avoid attacking simi-
lar issues.

Develop an advisory council

Obtaining community input can be as sophisticat-
ed as conducting public opinion surveys or holding
focus groups to learn about what the community sees
as pressing dog bite issues. More likely, there will be
limited funds at the outset of the program, so more
informal but alse potentially valuable approaches may
be required. These include meetings with potential
partners and interested groups to learn about their
consiituencies’ concerns. This type of informal inter-
view can be a great help in uncovering key dog-related
issues as perceived by the community. Talking with
people in neighborhoods most affected by dog bite
problems js important. For example, if there is a prob-
lem with dog bites in low-income neighborhoods,
obtaining the views of people living there can help
identify the nature of the problem and potential solu-
tions.

An advisory council or task force that represents a
wide spectrum of community concerns and perspec-
tives creates a source of support for program initiatives.
Advisory groups provide gnidance for a dog bite pre-
vention program and may focus on specific high-prior-
ity dog bite issues. Although organizing and maintain-
ing an advisory council is labor-intensive, it can sub-
stantially benefit the program, Members may be able to
provide access to useful information that is not other-
wise easy for the coordinator to obtain. Members can
also identify ways in which the program can work with
appropriate voluntary organizations and associations,
People with experience in dog bite control can offer
perspective about the program and help identify poten-
tial pitfalls as well as successful strategies. Participation
by members representing community organizations
builds a sense of ownership in the dog bite prevention
program,

Logistics in starting an advisory council include
identifying organizations and individuals that should
participate {(Appendix 1), determining the size of the
council, establishing a structure and operating proce-
dures for the council and its regular meetings, assign-
ing stafl support, determining the relationship between
the staff and the council, and reaching an agreement
about key tasks. When community members and gov-
ernment officials work together to support the creation
and development of a local task force, it enhances the
group’s visibility and impact.

To foster an involved and active advisory council,
professionals agree that several criteria must be met,
The number of participants should be kept manage-
able; 10 to 12 Is a size that works well, IT it is necessary
to have more members for political reasons, breaking
the group into smaller committees or working groups

will improve the dynamics. For example, groups could
coalesce around data issues, legislation and policy, and
so on. Involving participants from the start in mean-
ingful tasks will underscore that this is a productive
group. In addition, people are more likely to support a
program they participated in creating, because they
have a sense of ownership.

Because each community’s needs and priorities dif-
fexr, the advisory councils major tasks will vary. The
advisory council or one of its working groups may con-
sider the following activities:

?  coordinating efforts among participating organiza-
tions

? developing an action plan

?  establishing dog bite prevention priorities

7  generating public and legislative support for dog

bite control

identifying dog bite reporting sources

interpreting data

identifying and obtaining resources for program

activities (educational, financial, staffing)

? providing technical expertise for the program

7 recommending goals and objectives for prevention

=~ )

It is recommended that the program be overseen
by a paid coordinator. The program cocrdinator and
other staff involved can contribute to the advisory
council’s success by good meeting planning and prepa-
ration, regular communication with members, working
with the advisory council chairperson to set the agen-
da, and helping to solve problems that threaten to
derail the process. As with any volunteer effort, a dog
bite prevention advisory council is likely to thrive if
the coordinator nurtures its members with regular
expressions of appreciation.

Infrastructure

A coordinated effort is essential for success in any
veniure, and each individual or organization involved
must have a clear sense of their/its responsibilities.
Reducing the incidence of dog bites requires the coop-
eration of many groups, including animal control agen-
cies, the human and veterinary medical communities,
educators, departments of health, and the local licens-
ing authority. Open and consistent communication is
an integral part of an effective program, and one entity
should be designated as the coordinating agency. A log-
ical coordinating agency would be the health depart-
ment or animal control. In addition, it is imperative
that an appropriate agency be granted authority to
conduct investigations and make recommendations.

Program coerdinator

As previously mentioned, dog bite prevention
efforts should be assisted by a paid staff person. Because
the diversity of input is so great, it is recommended that
the office of the advisory council’s program coordinator
be located within the municipalitys coordinating
agency. Individuals, agencies, or organizations that
come inio contact with or are aware of a “dangerous”
dog or risky situation should provide this information
to the coordinator. The coordinator should then relay
all information to the proper recipients,
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Amimal control agencies .
Anjmal control officers are the frontline in con-

trolling animal bites. A well-resourced animal control

agency s vital for public health and safety within any

community. In some communities, animal control is a

stand-alone agency. In others it is administered

through the local city or county health director or is a

subsidiary of the local police department or sheriff's

office. Wherever located, the functions of animal con-

trol within communities are multiple, including:

7 training of animal control officers and ancillary
personnel

? licensing of dogs and cats

7 enforcement of leash laws, ordinances, regula-
tions, and statutes

?  control of unrestrained and free-roaming animal
populations

7 investigation of animal bite-related incidents

7 administration of rabies quarantine programs after
an animal bites

?  bite data management, analysis, and dissemination
regulation of “dangerous” animals

7 educational outreach within the community
regarding responsible ownership, spay/neuter pro-
grams, control of “dangerous” animals, rabies vac-
cinations

7 coordination of efforts

Larger communities ofien possess more resources
to properly fund animal control agencies and provide
adequate staff'” and training; however, smaller animal
conirol programs can also be effective, even when they
operate on a limited budget. Dedicated personnel can
accomplish much if they have community support,
including support from law enforcement and the judi-
ciary.

Preventive measures
Preventive measures are designed to minimize risk
and should be addressed by all communities.

Control of unresivained and free-romming ani-
mals—Reasonable and enforceable laws or ordinances
are required for good control of unrestrained or free-
roaming animals (Appendix 2).* Laws written to
ensure that owned animals are confined to their prop-
erty or kept on a leash make freeing a community of
unrestrained and free-roaming animals easier. Although
most dog bites occur on the property where the dog
lives, unrestrained or free-roaming dogs do pose a sub-
stantial threat to the public. Enforcement of restraint
laws is, therefore, essential if the incidence of dog bites
is to be reduced. It is important to protect animal own-
ers by providing an adequate amount of time for them
to claim animals that have been impounded. Because of
econoimic constraints, the current standard in the
industry is 3 working days; however, 5 days may be
more reasonable to ensure successful owner-animal
reunions, Control of unrestrained and free-roaming ani-
mal populations requires an adequately staffed, trained,
and funded animal conirol agency.

Licensing of dogs-—The primary benefit of licens-
ing animals is identification, should that animal

become lost. Licensing also ensures rabies vaccinaiions
are current, allows quick identification in case of a bite
incident, and provides revenue to help offset the costs
of administering the animal control program. An effec-
tive program can be a source of reliable demographic
data as well.

Vaccinations—Rabies vaccinations are normally a
prerequisite for licensing dogs and cats, because they
are an important control measure for a major public
health concern. In addition to protecting pets, rabies
vaccinations provide a barrier between infected wild
animals and humans, Vaccination has reduced con-
firmed cases of rabies in dogs from 6,349 in 1947 to
126 in 19971

Breed or type bans—Concerns about “dangerous”
dogs have caused many local governments to consider
supplementing existing animal control laws with ordi-
nances direcied toward control of specific breeds or
types of dogs. Members of the Task Force believe such
ordinances are inappropriate and ineffective.

Statistics on fatalities and injuries caused by dogs
cannot be responsibly used to document the “danger-
ousness” of a particular breed, relative to other breeds,
for several reasons. First, a dogs tendency to bite
depends on at least 5 interacting factors: heredity, early
experience, later socialization and training, health
(medical and behavioral), and victim behavior.’
Second, there is no reliable way to identify the number
of dogs of a particular breed in the canine population
at any given time (eg, 10 attacks by Doberman
Pinschers relative to a total population of 10 dogs
implies a different risk than 10 attacks by Labrador
Retrievers relative to a population of 1,000 dogs).
Third, statistics may be skewed, because often they do
not consider multiple incidents caused by a single ani-
mal. Fourth, breed is often identified by individuals
who are not familiar with breed characteristics and
who commonly identify dogs of mixed ancestry as if
they were purebreds. Fifth, the popularity of breeds
changes over time, making comparison of breed-spe-
cific bite rates unreliable.

Breed-specific ordinances imply that there is an
objective method of determining the breed of a partic-
ular dog, when in fact, there is not at this time, Owners
of mixed-breed dogs or dogs that have not been regis-
tered with a national kenmel club have no way of
knowing whether their dog is one of the types identi-
fied and whether they are required to comply with a
breed-specific ordinance. In addition, law enforcement
personnel typically have no scientific means for deter-
mining a dogs breed that can withstand the rigors of
legal challenge, nor do they have a foolproof method
for deciding whether owners are in compliance or in
violation of laws. Such laws assume that all dogs of a
certain breed are likely to bite, instead of acknowledg-
ing that most dogs are not a problem. These laws often
fail to take normal dog behavior into account and may
not assign appropriate responsibilities to owners.

Some municipalitics have attempted to address
notice and enforcement problems created by unregis-
tered and mixed-breed dogs by including in the ordi-
nance a description of the breed at which the ordi-
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nance fs divected. Unfortunately, such descriptions are
usually vague, rely on subjective visual observation,
and result in many more dogs than those of the intend-
ed breed being subject to the restrictions of the ordi-
nance.

Animal control legislation has traditionally been
considered a constitutionally legitimate exercise of
local government power to protect public safety and
welfare. Breed-specific ordinances, however, raise con-
stitutional questions concerning dog owners’ four-
teenth amendment rights of due process and equal pro-
tection.”” When a specific breed of dog is selected for
control, 2 constitutional questions are raised: first,
because all types of dogs may inflict infury to people
and property, ordinances addressing only 1 breed of
dog appear to be underinclusive and, therefore, violate
owners' equal protection rights; and second, because
identification of a dog’s breed with the certainty neces-
sary to impose sanctions on the dog’s owner is impos-
sibie, such ordinances have been considered unconsti-
tutionally vague and, therefore, to violate due process.

Afier a bite cecuny

It is important to have a well-defined postbite pro-
gram in place to minimize physical and emotional pain
for dog bite victims. This allows animal control per-
sonnel to work efficiently, protects animals that are vic-
tims of false allegations, and provides the judiciary
with reasonable alternatives that address a variety of
situations. State laws may dictate parts of this process.

Investigation of animal biterelated incidemis—
Any animal bite or incident must be thoroughly inves-
tigated and substantiated by an agent of the empow-
ered investigating authority such as an animal control
officer, police officer, or peace officer. Ideally, the inves-
tigating authority should be the same authority that
enforces related ordinances or laws to give continuity
and credibility to all investigations. Investigating offi-
cers must be given authority to perform their duties by
statute or ordinance. Clear, concise, standardized
information concerning the incident must be obtained
to ensure its successful resolution and facilitate long-
term data collection (Appendix 3).

Posthite rabies quarantine programs-—A healthy
dog that is currently vaccinated against rabies and that
bites a human should be examined by a licensed vet-
erinarian to determine its health status. If no signs of
illness compatible with rabies are detected, the dog
should be quarantined. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has set the quarantine period
for dogs, cats, and ferrets at 10 days, including the day
of the hite. Vaccinated dogs can be allocated to 2 cate-
gories: those that have bitten a member of the immedi-
ate family and those that have bitten an individual out-
side the immediate family Home quarantine can be
considered for vaccinated dogs that have bitten a mem-
ber of the immediate family, assuming the owner can
confine the dog in a manner that prevents further
exposure. Vaccinated dogs that have biiten a human
outside of the immediate family generally should be
quarantined at the local shelter or veterinarian’s office,
At the end of the quarantine period, the dog should

undergo a physical examination. In addition, interim
evaluations are highly recommended,

A dog that is not currently vaccinated against rabies
and that bites a human should be considered a rabies
suspect and be appropriately quarantined. Contact with
the dog during the quarantine period should be strictly
limited to individuals who have completed rabies pro-
phylaxis and are up-to-date on serologic testing and
booster vaccinations. Physical examinations should be
conducted at the beginning and end of the quarantine
period to determine the dogs health status.
Quarantined dogs may be treated by a veterinarian, but
rabies vaccines should not be administered to the dog
until the quarantine period is complete. If at any time
during the quarantine period the dog has signs of ill-
ness compatible with rabies, it should be humanely
euthanatized and samples submitted for rabies testing,

Records of all bites must be kept, including infor-
mation specifically identifying the dog and owner.
These should be crosschecked with each incident for
evidence of a chronic problem,

Identification and regulation of “dangerous”
dogs—Certain dogs may be identified within a com-
munity as being “dangerous,” usually as the result of a
serious injury or threat. That classification, because it
carries with it serious implications, should be well
defined by law (Appendix 4). Any such definition
should include an exclusion for justifiable actions of
dogs. Procedures should be outlined that take into
account the potential public health threat, are reason-
able to enforce, and convey the seriousness of the situ-
ation to the owner. Although animal control officers or
their statuary counterparts are responsible for collect-
ing information, a judge or justice will hear evidence
from animal control officers and the dog’s owner to
determine whether that dog fits established criteria for
“dangerousness.” In some municipalities, a hearing
panel comprising a cross section of private citizens
hears alleged “dangerous” dog evidence and has been
given the authority to declare a dog “dangerous” if
deemed appropriate. Any declaration by a hearing
panel, judge, or justice is subject to judicial review:.

A judge, justice, or hearing panel may promulgate
orders directing an animal control officer to seize and
hold an alleged “dangerous” dog pending judicial
review, If a dog is determined to be “dangerous” by a
Jjudge, justice, or hearing panel, the owner of that gog
is usually required to register the dog with the appro-
priate health department or animal control facility. The
Judicial process may also require the owner to follow
other rigid requirements, including but not limited to
permanent identification of offending dogs, training
and assessment of dogs and owners, and having
offending dogs spayed or neutered.

Because the judicial branch is such an integral part
of any enforcement action, the judiciary must assist
during formulation of “dangerous” dog laws. If the
judiciary is involved, its members will be aware of the
process that must be followed to declare a dog “dan-
gerous.” In addition, they will be aware of steps that
have already been compleied and the options available
when a particular case reaches the courts.
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Bite Data Reporting
Accurate and complete reporting of dog bites is an

essential element of a bite prevention program. These

reports are vital not only for case management and

Jjudicial review but for planning, implementing, and

evaluating the status of the problem. Major goals of

comprehensive dog bite data reporting include:

7  accurately defining victim demographics to identi-
fy populations at greatest risk for bites and allow
targeting of educational efforts

? detining dog and owner characteristics associated
with higher risk so that an actuarial approach to
the dog bite problem is possible (this facilitates
effective program planning and proper targeting of
control measures)

?  defining high risk geographic areas at city, county,
or neighborhood levels so that limited resources
for animal contrel and public education can be
appropriately deployed

7 establishing baseline data so thai the impact of
specific elements of the bite prevention program
can be assessed

7 providing an accurate, detailed, unbiased, objec-
tive source of information for decision makers,
media, and the public interested in the dog bite
problem and its prevention

7 providing critical information for proper manage-
ment of dog bite cases

Whhat should be reported?

At a minimum, a dog bite case should be defined
as any medically-attended dog bite or any dog bite
resulting in a report to an animal control or law
enforcement agency. This would presumably cover
those instances consuming public resources and would
alse include cases that may result in litigation.

A number of data elements should be captured on
a report form such that it is comprehensive in scope
without placing unnecessary burdens on reporting
agencies (Appendix 3). Fatal and severe dog attacks on
humans have been associated with prior or concurrent
attacks on pets or livestock, so it is important that
communities also track those incidents. Maintaining
records of incidents of menacing behaviors of owned
dogs running at large in the community may be found
useful in later legal actions.

Who shoufd repoxt?

The goal is to report any medically treated dog
bite or any bite resulting in a report to, or response
from, an animal conirol agency, humane society with
animal control responsibilities, or law enforcement
agency. Therefore, the primary sources of data should
be:

7 animal control or law enforcement agencies
responding to a dog bite complaint
? health professionals attending to a bite injury

(hospital emergency staff, urgent care facility staff,

private physicians, school or camp medical staff,

medical staff of other entities such as military
bases or reservations, and veterinarians)

Recognizing that many dog bites go unreported, a
comprehensive program to assess dog bite incidence

should consider possible secondary sources of data,

These may include:

? anonymous surveys of high-risk populations (eg,
school-age children} that may clarify the true
extent of risk in a community

7 anonymous surveys of the public (eg, phone sur-
veys) that can help document the extent of bite
injuries and provide a basis for estimating the ratio
of unreported to reported bites

? reports from professionals including veterinarians,
animal behaviorists, dog trainers, groomers, and
kennel operators who are informed of a bite incident
(mandating that any or all of these professions report
bites may be unrealistic given the potential legal
consequences of identifying an animal as a biter)

Reporting mandates are often inconsistent
between jurisdictions or are poorly enforced. Current
local and state reporting regulations should be
reviewed, as should directives from health or veteri-
nary officials. If current provisions are adequate, it may
be necessary to implement procedures to reeducate
professionals concerning their reporting obligations
and periodically remind them of these obligations.
When a failure to report is uncovered, it may be an
opportunity to gain the attention of the professional,
because sanctions may be imposed,

Whe should receive reports?

Reporting should be coordinated by one agency.
Logical agencies to coordinate reports include animal
control or the public health department. The coordi-
nating agency, perhaps through the dog bite prevention
program coordinator, must assume responsibility for
maintaining all information and disseminating that
information to other appropriate individuals or agen-
cies (eg, veterinarians, physicians, the dog owner, and
those involved in follow-up educational efforts).

To insure consistency and compliance, regulations
or procedures should unambiguously state to whom
reports should be submitted and within what time
frame the reports should be submitted.

Data management, analysis, interpreiation, and dis-
seminalion

Because multiple sources may report the same
case, procedures should be in place to permit combi-
nation of data from multiple sources into a single
report. Avenues should be developed for electronic
submission of reports to assist in rapid response, to
streamline reporting to higher levels of government,
and to facilitate data analysis. Whereas dispoesition of
individual incidents is the first goal for reporting, there
is much to be learned from looking at the overall pic-
ture. Keeping information in an electronic database
simplifies the latter.

Data should be reviewed at regular intervals (no
less than yearly) to determine whether the incidence
and severity of dog bites is getting better, worse, or
staying the same. Basic analysis consists of studying
the characteristics of incidents, including:

7 time—yearly trends, peak months, day of week,
time of day. This can help with scheduling animal
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control services as well as dispatch and response
planning.

? place—locating every incident on a map with a
pin. Are there hot spots? This can help target high
risk areas for future control,

? person—victims and animal owners: age, sex,
race, size. Can they be targeted for education?

?  dog-—proportion of offenders by sex and breed,
proportion running at large, proportion neutered,
proportion with prior reported problems, history
of rabies vaccinations, licensing history Have
these proportions changed over time?

Successful evaluation and resolution of a commu-
nity problem and accurate assimilation, evaluation,
and use of quality data requires interactive assessment,
feedback, and information exchange. City, county, and
state public health practitioners, epidemiologists, and
representatives of public health organizations (eg, the
National Association of State Public Health
Veterinarians, the Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists, the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officers, and the National
Association of County and City Health Officials) can
provide communities with considerable expertise in
the acquisition and interpretation of dog bite data.
Their participation should be encouraged.

Education

Education is key to reducing dog bites within a
community. The list of those to be educated and thosea
who may educate includes everyone who regularly
comes into contact with dog owners and potential vic-
tims (eg, veterinarians, veterinary technicians and
assistants, animal control officers, animal behaviorists,
dog trainers, humane society personnel, physicians,
school nurses, public health officials, teachers, and
parents).

The purposes of this section are to educate city
officials and community leaders about the role of vari-
ous professionals in an educational program te reduce
dog bites, provide starting references to ensure a core
of knowledge for those professionals (Appendix 5),
and assist in identification of the educational needs of
various constituencies within a community.

Public officials amd commmmity leaders

Public officials and community leaders are the
people to whom residents look for assistance with
social problems. Their influence is important and well
recognized. If a community dog bite prevention pro-
gram is to gain public accepiance and be effective,
cormnmunity leaders must be well-informed about dog-
related issues within their community and in general.

Professicnals

Professionals from many backgrounds need to be
involved in bite prevention programs, Their expertise
is essential to making realistic decisions about what
should and can be done to prevent or follow up on dog
bite incidents and in recognizing what is normal or
abnormal behavior for a dog. Several of these profes-
sionals will likely be members of the advisory commit-

tee, but all should be encouraged to be a part of a com-
munity’s efforts to decrease the impact of a dog bite
problem.

Many professions mentioned in this document are
science-based. This means their members are used to
making decisions on the basis of peer-reviewed data-
supported information rather than gut feelings. This
approach to decision making results in improved out-
comes. Because the dog bite problem impacts so many
different groups, networking between community
leaders and professionals is important. The following
sections describe ways that various professionals and
community leaders can work together toward a com-
mon goal.

Veterinarians—Veterinarians are scientisis trained
for a minimum of 7 to 8 years and then licensed to
diagnose and treat animal problems both medical and
behavioral. Although most people think of veterinari-
ans as performing animal vaccinations and surgical
neutering, the practice of veterinary medicine includes
all subdisciplines typically associated with human
medicine, The study of animal behavior both normal
and abnormal has become more important within the
profession as animals have become more important to
their owners. Dogs are now four-legged members of
the family, rather than farm animals that help bring
cows into the barn at milking time. With this change in
the dogs role have come unrealistic owner expecta-
tions about what constitutes normal behavior for a
dog. Veterinarians can educate dog owners as to what
behavior is normal, can help dog owners teach their
dogs to respond appropriately in various environments
and provide referrals to reputable dog trainers, and can
assist owners with behavioral problems, including
those that have a medical basis or are responsive to
medication.

Until recently, animal behavior was not often
taught in veterinary curricula. Many veterinarians have
had to acquire their knowledge of normal and abnor-
mal canine behavior from continuing education pro-
grams and professional textbooks. For this reason, dif-
ferent veterinarians have different degrees of knowl-
edge about behavior. All veterinarians, however, have
access to board-certified veterinary behaviorists for
help with behavioral problems beyond their expertise.

Although the time, physical, and emotional
demands of veterinary practice can be overwhelming
and leave limited time to devote to a formal communi-
ty prevention program, veterinarians can substantially
impact prevention efforts through their professional
contact with prospective and current dog owners. This
contact should begin before the pet is acquired.
Providing unbiased information on pet selection can
help prevent inappropriate owner-dog pairings.
Prospective dog owners often make spur-of-the-
moment selections that are based on warm-and-fuzzy
feelings and umrealistic expectations. Encouraging
prospective dog owners to seek information from their
veterinarian about the characteristics and needs of var-
ious types of pets and encouraging future dog owners
to ask for guarantees from puppy providers can mini-
mize future problems. When owners take their newly

JAVMA, Vol 218, No. 11, June 1, 2001

Vet Med Today: Canine Aggression Task Force 1739




acquired dogs to their veterinarian for an initial exam-
ination and immunizations, the veterinarian has a sec-
ond opportunity to provide these owners with good
medical, nutritional, and behavioral advice” Finally,
veterinarians can educate owners during their dogs’
routine examinations (asking appropriate questions
can reveal problems an owner may not have recog-
nized) or when their dogs are evaluated for specific
problems.

Board-certified veterinary behaviorists—The
American College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVE),
an American Veterinary Medical Association-recog-
nized veterinary specialty organization, certifies gradu-
ate veterinarians in the specialty of veterinary behavior.
To become certified, a veterinarian must have extensive
postgraduate training, sufficient experience, and pass a
credential review and examination set by the ACVB.
Diplomates of this organization work with problem
animals by referral from the animal’s regular veterinar-
ian, consult with practitioners on cases, and give con-
tinuing education seminars on animal behavior,
Although many communities may not have the benefit
of a resident board-certified veterinary behaviorist, vet-
erinarians have access to and may consult with their
specialist colleagues when necessary,

Veterinmy technicians—Veterinary technicians
are integral members of the veterinary heaith care team
who have been educated in the care and handling of
animals, basic principles of normal and abnormal life
processes, and routine laboratory and clinical proce-
dures. They perform many of the same tasks for veteri-
narians that nurses and others perform for physicians.
Veterinary technicians are often frontline people when
it comes to educating pet owners, particularly in gen-
eral veterinary practices; they greet clients and answer
initial inquiries, clarify instructions, provide clients
with appropriate print, audio, and video educational
material, and answer questions. Certainly, they are an
important part of the educational team when it comes
to dog bite prevention.

Like veterinarians, veterinary technicians have
several opportunities to educate clients. Veterinarians
may be consulted prior to owners acquiring a new pet,
and veterinary technicians can help provide informa-
tion on appropriate pet selection. Veterinary techni-
cians regularly counsel owners during new puppy
appointments, and this is a particularly good opportu-
nity to provide owners with information on bite pre-
vention, including the importance of socialization and
training, Routine physical examinations are times
when veterinary technicians can reinforce the impor-
tance of these early lessons and training, and they can
help veterinarians identify potential aggression prob-
lems through observation and dialog with owners.
Veterinary technicians can also be tapped to educate
nonpet-owning children and adults through school or
other programs. ‘

Veterinary technology programs do not always
offer curricula in animal behavior and, consequently,
many technicians do not have formal training in this
area when they enter practice. Continuing education
that includes basic principles of animal behavior is

essential for veterinary technicians, just as it is for their
employers. Maintaining a clinic reference library of
appropriate print, audio, and video material for rein-
forcement and enrichment and for client education is
useful.

Behavioral education for veterinary technicians
relative to dog bite prevention should include recogni-
tion of classic canine behavioral displays and an under-
standing of the basic types of canine aggression and
their prevention. The aim is to assist technicians in
conveying dog bite prevention information to owners.
Veterinary technicians must not be placed in the role of
diagnosing or treating canine aggression.

Animal behaviorists—There are a number of sci-
entists with PhD degrees in academic fields related to
animal behavior who can serve as valuable resources
for communities attempting to reduce dog bite
injuries. Because of their science-based backgrounds,
they can be particularly helpful in setting up protocols
to determine the extent of the problem within a com-
munity and whether ongoing programs are having a
substantial impact.

As a note of caution, the terms animal behaviorist
or animal psychologist are often used by individuals
who do not have strong scientific backgrounds but
who want to work with problem dogs. There is no
method to evaluate the competence of these individu-
als, and they may be more harmful than helpful to a
community’s efforts.

Dog trainexs—This is a diverse group of individu-
als with no uniformly recognized credentialing body or
measures of competence. Although there are many
good dog trainers, there are also trainers that use inap-
propriate methods of behavioral modification that can
negatively affect a dog’s behavior, making the dog more
dangerous to the owner and the community. It is
important that communities make a concerted effort to
work with responsible trainers who interact closely
with veterinarians and PhD-degreed animal behavior-
ists. A qualified responsible dog trainer can be a valu-
able asset to a community advisory group.

Obedience training by itself does not prevent the
development of behavior problems,” and animals that
are sent to a training facility may not learn how to obey
their owners, because the owners do not learn how to
give commands. For problem animals, training is only
part of the solution.

Physicians and muxses-—With a dog residing in 1
of every 3 US homes and approximately 53 million
dogs in the United States,*** exposure of the physician
or nurse, their family members, or their patients to
dogs during the course of daily life is inevitable. Dogs
have become important members of many families,
and the presence of a pet in the home can affect an
individual’s own decisions about care. Most physicians
are familiar with at least 1 example of a person refus-
ing hospitalization, because there was no one else in
the home to care for their pet.

Because 334,000 Americans are seen in emergency
departments for dog bite injuries each year, 466,000
are seen in other medical practice settings, and 6,000
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are hospitalized,” it behooves human healthcare
providers to acquaint themselves with community and
personal strategies to prevent dog bites. Furthermore,
Jjust as occurrences of infectious diseases such as
measles are reported to enable investigation of out-
breaks and development of control measures to protect
the public, dog bites must be reported so that cause
and prevention can be addressed. Communities differ
in their requirements for reporting, and practitioners
must understand what is required in their area.

Traditionally, when confronted with patients seek-
ing care for dog bites, physicians and nurses have con-
fined their roles to providing medical treatment. With
the expanding roles of physicians and nurses, however,
disease prevention has become an important issue. In
addition to competently treating dog bites and their
complications, healthcare providers need to be aware
of critical roles they can play in reducing dog bite
injuries.

Advising patients about safe behaviors appears
effective in preventing injury®” Teaching children,
parents, and patients who own dogs about proper
behavior around dogs and responsible dog ownership
is advisable given the frequency of human-canine con-
tact in our society. Physicians can recommend contact-
ing a veterinarian for pet selection information and
advice if an individual or family is considering dog
ownership, and for information about canine behavior
and obedience tralning if a dog is already part of the
family. Pediatricians provide age-appropriate injury
prevention counseling during wellness visits.” Dog
bite prevention should be a part of this counseling.
Dog safety tips can also be included in packets of mate-
rials routinely sent home with new mothers.

When a patient is being treated for a bite, an
opportunity exists to prevent future injury by teaching
bite-avoidance strategies, Probing into the circum-
stances of the current bite may reveal which strategies
should be emphasized. Taking advantage of teachable
moments should be considered part of curative care,
Consulting with a veterinarian may help human health
care providers identify subjects they can address dur-
ing postbite sessions.

As witnesses to the health-related outcomes of dog
bites, physicians and nurses are particularly credible
sources of information and can be effective spokesper-
sons, Pediatricians and nurses should be full partners
in community efforts to reduce dog bite injuries.

Aniinal comirol persennel—The staff of a well-»
resourced animal control program often includes an
" education coordinator who can train teachers, school
nurses, and volunteers to become dog bite prevention
educators within the community’s school system (sim-
ilar to volunteers in the McGruff crime prevention pro-
gram presented to primary-school children). For ani-
mal control personnel, job-related continuing educa-
tion is important, Programs are available through the
National Animal Control Association.

Humane society/aninal shelter/rescue group per
sommel—Dog bite injuries have negative repercussions
for dogs as well as people, and humane society/animal
shelter/rescue group personnel must deal with these

issues. Dogs causing severe injuries may be brought to
humane facilities for rabies quarantine or euthanasia,
Dogs that have threatened to bite or that have nipped
may be surrendered to shelters or rescue groups, some-
times without full acknowledgment by their owners,”
Shelter personne] are forced to decide which dogs can
be placed in new homes and which are not suitable for
adoption. Progressive organizations work with veteri-
narians and animal control officers to educate their
staff about safe dog handling and objective evaluation
techniques. Record keeping and follow-up studies
expand their knowledge base about what works in
their community and what does not. Weli-trained and
dedicated humane society/animal shelter/rescue group
personnel can be valuable community resources for
public education as well.

Public

Public education is critical to the success of any
dog bite prevention program, because half of all bites
are inflicied by the family dog.” Only about 10% of
bites are inflicted by dogs unknown to the victim.™* A
public education effort must target a variety of individ-
uals and age groups, and one individual should be
assigned to integrate its components. If a special advi-
sory council or task force is convened, its paid coordi-
nator would be a logical choice to coordinate the pub-
lic education effort. Alternatively, the public education
coordinator could be a member of a municipal group
such as the local health department, animal control
agency, or board of education, or a member of a stake-
holder group such as a humane society or veterinary
association. Many educational programs targeted at
various audiences exist and are included in the dog bite
prevention resource list found on the American
Veterinary  Medical  Association Web  site
(www.avma.org). As new materials become available,
they will be added to this resource list.

Children—Children are the most common victims
of serious dog bites, Seventy percent of fatal dog
attacks and more than half of bite wounds requiring
medical attention involve children.”*" I addition,
almost half of all children are bitten before 18 years of
age.”” The most vulnerable youngsters are 5- to 9-
year-old boys,*”® but smaller children can also be seri-
ously injured.” Dog bite injuries rank third only to
bicycle and baseball/softhall injuries as a leading cause
of emergency admission of children to hospitals.’
Children’s natural behaviors, including running,
yelling, grabbing, hitting, quick and darting move-
ments, and maintaining eye contact, put them at risk
for dog bite injuries. Proximity of a child’s face to the
dog also increases the likelihood that facial injuries
will occur."#*

Target group—The first step in a child education
effort is determining what population of children to
target and when. The logical primary audience is those
at greatest risk: children in grades kindergarten
through 4, Late winter or early spring appears to be
the best time to institute a campaign, because the
school year is concluding and, as children spend more
time outside, exposure risk increases.” It is critical
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that school administrators buy into the concept of a
dog bite prevention program,; therefore, requests to the
school district must be made by committed convinc-
ing well-organized individuals. Because school curric-
ula are crowded, time blocks for dog bite prevention
education should be requested early within the school
system’s calendar year, If such a block of time is not
available, an alternative is to have a veterinarfan or
physician present a 1-hour lecture or assembly pro-
gram to the entire student body Once dog bite pre-
vention education has been included within the cur-
riculum (or has been scheduled to be provided
through a special lecture or assembly program}, teach-
ers, nurses, and volunteers should consider addressing
the school’s parent-teacher organization to inform par-
ents of upcoming dog bite prevention training for
their children.

Secondary efforts—Secondary targets include chil-

dren in other settings, such as early education pro-

grams (eg, Head Start, day care centers, recreational
centers, and camps).

Identifying instructors—Who teaches the material
will depend on expertise within the community. For
classroom instruction, teachers who have had in-ser-
vice training, school nursing staff, health educators, or
trained volunteers are logical choices. Stakeholder
groups {(eg, veterinarians, veterinary technicians, ani-
mal control officers, physicians, nurses, humane soci-
ety staff) may provide a ready source of volunteers for
classroom instruction and special programs.

Adufts—Adult citizens must understand the need
for and support a strong dog bite prevention program
not only for their own safety but for the safety of oth-
ers in their community, It is this understanding that
gives a prevention program long-term stability. All
adults should learn appropriate behaviors around dogs
so that they can protect themselves, teach their own
children, serve as an example for others, and reinforce
appropriate behaviors in other children at every oppor-
tunity. Adulis also serve as local eyes for animal control
so that roaming dogs are conirolled.

Educational materials sent home with school chil-
dren, distributed by pediatricians during well-child
visits, inserted in public utility bills, and produced by
an enlightened local media are all reasonable approach-
es. Involving representatives of service organizations
and community groups during a prevention program’s
planning and active stages will strengthen commit-
ment.

Active adults (eg, joggers, bicyclists, golfers)
whose outdoor activities provide greater exposure to
dogs are most at risk for injury. To reach these individ-
uvals, bite prevention information should be provided
to local interest groups, recreational facilities, and
health clubs,

Target group—Primary adult targets within the
community are those who have children and whe are
active in outdoor activities.

Secondary efforts—Secondary targets include indi-
viduais between the ages of 21 and 65 vears.

Identifying instructors—Materials can be developed
or selected by animal control personnel, veterinarians,
veterinary technicians, or other people knowledgeable
about dog behavior. Information can be distributed
through a number of channels such as those identified
above.

The elderfy—As people age, they become more
susceptible to injury and disease. Thinning skin
increases risk of bruising, and a bite producing a sim-
ple puncture wound in a younger individual can cause
a severe laceration in a senior citizen. Sensory percep-
tion decreases so that an elderly person may not see a
threatening dog or may not he able to read its behay-
ioral signals accurately. In addition, diminished motor
skills mean that the elderly are less able to physically
protect themselves or escape.

Another concern for the elderly is that their
beloved pet may not be trustworthy around their
grandchildren. Dogs not raised around small chitdren
or not frequently exposed to them may not be social-
ized toward them.' This increases the likelihood of
aggressive behavior being directed toward these chil-
dren.

An educational program for senior citizens can be
implemented in various settings. Materials may be pro-
vided through community services for the elderly such
as church groups, visiting nurse programs, meals-on-
wheels, recreational centers, or travel groups.
Secondary targets are shopping malls and the media.
Trained volunteers, especially from dog-associated pro-
fessions, are logical sources of information. Human
healthcare professionals can be an important source of
information for the elderly because of the frequency of
their interactions.

Target group—Primary targets are grandparents
and people aged 60 years or older who have dogs in
their homes.

Secondary efforts—Secondary targets include other
individuals who are at least 60 years old.

Identifying instructors—Physicians can interact
with these people during clinic visits. Animal control
personnel, veterinarians, veterimary technicians, and
people knowledgeable about dog behavior can select or
produce resource information.

Animal ewmers—People who own dogs have a
wide variety of views about their responsibilities. For
some, dog care means providing food and water when
the thought occurs to them, At the other end of this
spectrum is the person who actively makes sure the pet
is appropriately fed, well-trained, licensed, and healthy.
Some individuals view dogs as disposable items that
can be abandoned at any sign of trouble or expense,
Once a community establishes acceptable standards for
responsible ownership, dog owners must be informed
of these expectations and related ordinances, and rules
must be enforced. Owners and future owners must be
educated about their unique set of responsibilities,
which include appropriate pet selection, providing
quality nutrition, housing, and medical care, compli-
ance with confinement and licensing requirements,
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appropriate behavioral training, and supervision of
interactions between dogs and children. Citizens must
understand that pet ownership is an ongoing responsi-
bility, not a passive activity.

Dog owners can be provided with information
through various avenues. Veterinarians and their staff
are logical educators and distributors. Local dog clubs
and trainers provide services to more conscientious
owners. Businesses that sell pet foods and supplies
should also be encouraged to provide bite prevention
materials to their customers. Information can be dis-
tributed with utility bills, and animal shelters can pro-
vide classes for people who are considering acquiring a
pet. Incentives for attendance at bite prevention class-
es could include reduced fees for licenses and coupons
for vaccinations, food, and obedience classes. The most
difficult group of dog owners to reach is those with
minimal attachment to their pets. Although strong
enforcement of local regulations will change some
owners into former owners, most will continue to own
dogs. Therefore, education should be an integral part
of any enforcement program. A good working relation-
ship with the judiciary is critical so that offenders of
animal-related ordinances are required to take courses
that emphasize responsible ownership,

Target group—Primary targets are adults who
already own dogs.

Secondary efforts—Secondary targets are adults
who are considering getting a new dog.

Identifying instructors—Information for this target
audience can come from various sources, and its disiri-
bution should be approached in a number of ways.
Animal control officers and members of the legal pro-
fession can describe what is expected regarding local
regulations and the serious consequences if these reg-
ulations are violated. Veterinarians and their staff can
educate owners about vaccinations, neutering,
restraint, and other health care issues. Dog club mem-
bers and trainers can assist by providing socialization
and training instruction and can help educate owners
about being good dog-owning neighbors.

Victims—When someone becomes a dog bite vic-
tim, a teachable moment is created. How useful that
moment becomes in preventing future incidents
depends tremendously on the seriousness of the bite
and the fear response of the victim. Scare-producing or
threatening events are good times for dog bite preven-
tion information to be conveyed. However, the time
surrounding a serious injury is generally too emotion-
ally charged to be of value for dog bite prevention edu-
cation.

Who provides information to victims depends, in
part, on who is contacted about the incident. In addi-
tion to medical personnel, animal controls investiga-
tive efforts usually require a home visit. Routine visits
to a physician should include gathering historical
information about the patient’s interactions with dogs
to identify patients who would benefit from additional
education. Media stories that reinforce coirect
approaches to prevention can also touch many when
they are most receptive.

Target group—Individuals who have recently been
bitten by a dog seriously enough to require medical
attention but not so seriously as to have sustained
severe injuries are the primary target.

Secondary efforts—Secondary targets are individu-
als who have been bitten by a dog in the past.

Identifying instructors—Medical professionals and
animal control personnel are the individuals who
encounter this group.

Businesses—Community businesses need to
address dog bite prevention as well. Certain businesses
{eg, veterinary clinics, grooming and boarding facili-
ties, animal control, pet sitting agencies) revolve
around direct contact with dogs, and employee educa-
tion is critical from a safety and liability standpoint.
Employees of other businesses will occasionally
encounter dogs in the course of their daily job activi-
ties {eg, utility workers, police officers, parcel carriers,
and emergency medical technicians). Training con-
ducted by an animal conirol officer or other knowl-
edgeable professional may provide employees with the
iools they need to safely handle contacts with at-large
animals, attack/guard dogs, or dogs who simply reside
on the premises of those facilities where they do busi-
ness.

Target group—Primary targets are employees and
business owners who will be working with dogs on a
daily basis.

Secondary efforts—Employees of companies who
are likely to encounter dogs in their daily business
activities can be considered secondary targets.

Identifying instructors—Animal control personnel,
veterinarians, veierinary technicians, and dog trainers
who are experienced at dealing with dogs in a variety
of environments. These individuals will need to cus-
tomize presentations to the type of situations most
likely encountered by the target audiences.

Media

The local media play an important role in a com-
munity’s efforts at bite prevention. For this reason, it is
suggested that 1 member of the advisory council or
task force be a media representative. In addition, the
advisory council can be proactive in helping the media
convey important and appropriate messages.
Sensational events provide an opportunity to convey
important messages. Regular features can reinforce
principles and keep educational efforts flowing,

Know the media

Your key to the public eye and ear is a selective up-
to-date list of local media contacts who have an inter-
est in animal issues. Such a list can be developed by
undertaking a comprehensive media survey. Check the
local library for publications that list names, telephone
numbers, and short descriptions of your community’s
media outlets. Call each office or studio to discover
which desks or departments should receive your
inquiries and press releases. Read local newspapers and
listen to local radio and television news and feature
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programs to identify reporters and hosts who address
animal issues. Finding out whether these individuals
gather their own news or use wire services will allow
you to target press releases and materials to those who
are most likely to use them. Contact local freelance
writers to see whether they would be willing to feature
a bite prevention message in an upcoming piece. Be
aware that your media list will be dynamic, and take
time to update the names of specific contacts. Once a
helpful story is published, or a reporter conveys your
message during a broadcast, be sure to acknowledge
that effort by sending a thank-you note or making an
appreciative telephone call.

A spokespersom

The community should identify a spokesperson
who has the expertise to address complicated dog bite-
related issues, and this individual should be provided
with media training so that he/she becomes an effective
communicator with the print and broadcast media. It is
the spokesperson’s responstbility to convey information
clearly, accurately, and promptly. In various situations,
this individual can identify when there are not enough
animal control officers to prevent dog packs from form-
ing or when a dog has been “sicced” on a person as a
weapon. A knowledgeable and effective communicator
can turn a publicized bite inte a learning opportunity
by providing suggestions on how that bite could have
been prevented (eg, the dog was not appropriately con-
trolled or confined, or a child was left unsupervised),

Have information readily available

The advisory counctl or task force should create a
1-page fact sheet for use by the media and the
spokesperson. This fact sheet should include the num-
ber of dog bite incidents occurring in the community
during the past year, the number of dogs in the com-
munity, the number of licensed dogs in the communi-
ty, what local laws govern dog ownership and control,
and to whom problems should be reported. A list of
community resources should also be available.

Ways to effectively convey information

Because animal stories are popular with the media,
there are numerous opportunities to convey bite pre-
vention information. Local broadcast programs and
newspapers find regular segments about animals pop-
ular with viewers/listeners/readers, and most of those
spots have enough time for short lessons. Another
approach is to proactively bring animal stories to the
media. Examples include a story about a shelter dog
that visits nursing homes after being rescued and
appropriately trained, a description of a guide or
“hero” dog’s training, or warm-weather tips for pets.
Effective mechanisms for providing information vary
with the medium but include:

News releases—Rcleases may be provided to
print, radio, or television outlets. Releases should be
double-space typed on stationery that provides the
source of the announcement {ie, the advisory council
or task force). Include the subject of the news release
and contact information in the upper left corner, The

mailing date of the release should be indicated along
the right margin. The release should be written in
inverted pyramid style, placing the most important
information at the beginning. Releases should be limit-
ed to 1 page if possible,

Interviews—Interviews may he conducted by
print, radio, or television reporters or hosts and, in the
case of television and radio, may be live or taped. The
individual being interviewed must be an excellent com-
municator and intimately familiar with dog bite issues
and prevention, The interviewee may request a prein-
terview to get a grasp of the direction of the interview
It is advisable to tell the interviewer which issues you
would definitely like to see addressed. Answers should
be structured according to the program’s time limits.

Talk shows—Most of the principles that apply to
interviews also apply to talk shows, but in this situa-
tion there usually will be interaction with guests (who
often hold opposing views), potentially with an audi-
ence, and with the host. Running through mock dis-
cussions prior to participation is helpful. Responses to
questions or comments from those with opposing
views should always be factual, sincere, and polite.

Public affairs programs—Many stations air 2 or 3
programs a week in which the station’s news stail or
station management interview a newsmaker, a
spokesperson from an activist group, or a public rela-
tions representative from an industry. Issues in the
news are often addressed by such programming. These
provide a good opportunity to make your community
aware of bite prevention efforts and fo elicit support.
Access to these programs may be requested by sending
a letter to the station manager.

Builetin board and conmmumity anmouncements—
Many local television stations donate air time to
announcements of communily events. These are often
broadcast in calendar format. This is an easy way to
publicize educational events and responsible pet own-
ership classes,

Editorials—Editorials are used by print, radio,
and television reporters to present their views on issues
of public interest. Prepared statements describing the
advisory councils approach to dog bite prevention can
be provided to reporters for use in preparing an edito-
rial or may be provided if a reporter presents an oppos-
ing viewpoint,

Public service ammowncements—Many radio and
television stations donate time for public sexvice
anomncentents (PSA); however, public service groups
cannot specily when your PSA is to be aired. It is accept-
able to suggest when you believe airing your PSA will be
most effective, Most PSAs run for 30 to 60 seconds,
although 10- and 20-second spots are also used. To mit-
igate the costs associated with production, you may
want to contact local stations to see whether they oifer
sponsored placements, in which local advertisers donate
time for specific public service messages. Public sexvice
announcements may consist of script only, sight and
sound (simple or complex), or 16-mm film or videotape.
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*Sec www.avma,org for additional and updated information.

‘*Anderson RD, Nevada Department of Public Health, Reno, Nev:
Personal communication, 1999,

“National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Resource guide-
line for state and local imjury contrel programs; in preparation.
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Appendix 1
Groups potentially involved in dog bite preventlon

A model program for preventing dog bites begins with assembling a local

coalltion. Wide representation of community views on the coalliion helps

ensure sufflcient Input and community acceptance of the program. Key play-

ers Include:

anlma! control offlclals

allorneys, judges

business sector (eg, local business leaders, insurance companles, pet

stores)

dog breeders and tralners

educational system (eg, schools, parent-teacher organizalions)

health departments and public health associations

humane socleties

human healthcare providers and assoclations (eg, nurses, pediatricians,

communlty health centers, smergency medical service and ambulance

companies, health maintenance organizations, hospltals, managed care

organlzatlons, madical assoclations, medical examiners’ and coroners'

offices, schools of medicine and public health, frauma centers)

kennel clubs, dog clubs, assistance dog organizations

law enforcement agencies

local government offlcials

media

occupatlonal safety organizatlons, agencles, and groups (eg, firefight-

ers, meter readers)

veterinary care providers and asscciations, allied staff, clinlcs, schools

of veterinary medicine and veterlnary technology

7 volunteer nonprofit organizations {eg, boy/glrl scouls: varlous *¥"s: 4-H
clubs; chaplers of the American Red Cross, Safe Kids, Nafional Safety
Councll, and National Fire Profection Assaciatlon; foundatlons; Unlied
Way; and civic groups [Kiwanls, Rotary])

7 other groups (eg, sperts recreatlon clubs [Joggers, bicychisls], automo-
bile clubs, extension offices)

VN ) )

EVIRVENENIEN]

-~J

Continued on next page,
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Appendix 2

Model dog and cat contrel ordinance

Orlginally produced and published fointly by the Amerlcan Ve.'er.'nagv Medical Association, the
Amerlcan Himane Associalion, the Humane Socisty of the United Stales. and the Pet Food
Institule In 1976. Modiflcations have been made from ihe criginal version lo reflect updated US
Public Laws, current titles of oiher referenced documents, aid present favored terminoiogy
and flsfinitlons conceming “dangerous” animals.

Seclion 1. Definltions

As ysed I this ordinance the followlng terms mean:

Anlmal—For the purpose of this ordinance, animat shall mean dog or cat,

Anlmal controf authority-—The person ar persons designated to enforce this ordinance.

Animal establishment—Any pet shop, greoming shop, animal auction, performing-antmal exblol-
tlon, kennel or anlmal shelter, excepl this term shail not Include veterinary medical facililies,
licansed research facilities, facllltles operated by government agencles, or licensed animal
dealers regulated by the USDA under the provislons of US Public Laws 89-544, 91-579, 94-279,
99198, and 107-624,

Arimal sheiter—Facllity designated or recognlzed by the [jurlsdiction]* for the purpose of
Impounding and caring for anlmals.

Ai farge—-A dag or cat shall be deemet fo be at large when off the property of the owner and not
under restralnt,

Humane manner—Care of an animal to Include, but not be limitad o, adequate heal, ventllation
and sanilary shelier, wholzseme food and waler, conslstent with the normal requirements and
feedings hahits of the animal's slze, specles, and breed.

Keannel--An establishment kepl for the purpose of breeding, selling, or boarcing dogs or cals or
engaged In tralning dogs or cats.

Ueensing authority—The agency or department of [Jurisdiction] or any designated representative
Iherzol charged with adminislering the fssuance and/or revocation of permits and licanses
under the provisions of this ordinancs.

Lhvestack gL,'kardﬁng dogs—Dogs kept for the primary purpose of protectlng ivestock Trom preda-
lory altacks.

Neitered—Rendered permanantly incapable of repraduclion.

Nirlsange--A dog or cat shail be considered a nulsance If It: damages, soils, deflles, or defecales
on pitvate property ather than the owner's or on public walks and recreation areas unless slich
waste is Immedialely removed and properly disposed of by the owner; cases unsanitary,
"dangercus,” or offensive conditions: causes a disturbance by excessive barking or alher
noise making; or chases vehicles, or melests, attacks, or interferes with persons or other
domesilc animals on public property.

Owhiar—A person having the right of property or custody of a dog or cat or who keeps or harbors
adog or cat o knowingly parmlts a dog or cat e remaln on or about any premises occupled by
that person.

Person—Any Individual, corparalon, partnership, organization, or Institution commoenly recog-
nized by law as a unit.

Pei shop—An establishment engaged in the business of buylng or selling, at retall, dogs or cats
or glhet ahlmals for profli-making purposes.

Restralmt—A dog or cat shalt be consldered under restraint If It s within the real property limlis
of Its owner or secured by a ieash or lead or under the contral of a responsible person.

“Dangerous* dog or cal—A dog or cat that without Justification attacks a person or domestic ani-
mal causing physical Injury or death, or behaves In a mannor that a reasonable person wolld
believe poses an upjustified Imminent threat or serious injury or death te ane {1) ar mare per-
50ns or domestic animats.

Section 2 Licensing and rabies vaccinallon

4. Except as provided In Sectlon 3, no person shall own, keep, or harbor any dog or cal over
four (4) months of age within [Jurlsdiction] unfess such dog or cat Is vacclnaled and
licensetl. The provisions of this secticn do not apply to animals owned by a licensed
research facllity or held In a veterinary medical facility or government operated or licensed
animat shelter.

. All dogs and cats shall be vaccinated against rables by a licensed veterlnarian, In accor-
dance with he latest *Compendium of Anlmal Rablss Prevention and Control” authored by
fie Natlonal Assoctation of Stale Public Heallh Velerinarlans and published annually In the
Journal of the American Veterinary Medlcal Associaiion.

c.  Acertlflcate of vaccination shall be issued ta the owner of each anlmal vaccinated on a form
recommentded by the Compendlum, Each owner shall also recaive a durable vaccination lag
Ingilcating the year Inwhich it was [ssued t

d. Appllcation for a license must be made within thirty (30) days after obtalning a dog or cat
over 4 months of age, except Ihat this requirement will nol apply 1o a nonresident keeping a
dog or cat with the [furisdiction] far no fonger than sixty (60) days.

Wrilten application for a deg or cat license shall be made 1o the Jlcensing autharity] and
shall include the name and address of the owner and tha name, breed, color, age, and sex
of he dog or cat. Applicants also shall pay the prescribed licensing fee and provide proof of
current rabies vaccinallen,

e Thellesnsing perfod shall be for § year(s), License renewal may be applicd Tor wilhin sixt
(60} days prior to the expiration dale. New residents must apply for a licanse within thirty {30
days of establishing residence.

f. Allcense shall be Issued after paymentof afee of §___ for each unneutered dog or cal and
1. foreachneutered dog or cal.§ Persons wha fall to obtaln a llcense as required wilh-
In the tims perlod specifled In ks section wilf be subjected to a delinguent fee of §. .

g Lcense fees shali be walved for dogs serving the bilnd or doaf or government-owned dogs
used for law enforcement. All other licensing provisions shall apply,

h. Upon acceptance of the Heense application and fee, the [licensing authority] shall issue &
durable license tag Including an ldsntlying number, year of Issuancs, clly, county, and slale.
Both rébles and llicense fags must be attached te the collar of the dog or cal.ll Tags must g2
worn at all times and are not transferable. [Licensing authorlty] shall maintain a record of all
licenses Issted, and such records shall be avallable to the [animal contral authority}.

Seclon 3. Permiis
a.  Nnperson shall operate an animal establishment without first obtairing a permit In compli-
ance with this secllon
b, The permit perlod shall begin with the first day of the flscal year and shall run for one 1} year.
Renewal applications for permalts may be made within shidy (60) oays prior to the expiration
dale. Application for a permit to estabilsh a new breeding animal establishment under the
pravisions of this ordinance may be made at any time.
. Annual permits shall be Issugd Upon payment of the applicable fec:
. For each kennel authorlzed 1o house foss than six {6 dogs orcats— §____
i. For 2ach kennel authorlzed to house six (6) but not more than
forty-nine (19 dogs or cals $
ll.For each kenhel aulhatized bo house fifly (50) or more dogs and cats $____
I For each pet shoj
v. For other animal establishments _
d.  Aperson who malntalns a kenne! of six (&) or mare dogs or cats for breeding purposes may
pay an annual permlt fee ur may efect to license Individual dogs or cats as provided under

Sectlon 2. Every facllly regulated by this ordinance shall be considerad a separate enter-
prise, requiring an Incividual permit.

e Under the provislons of fhis ordinance, ne permfl fee shall be rﬁgu\red of any animal shelter.
All olher provislons shall apply. Any change in the category under which a permit Is issued
shafl be reported o the [licensing autherlty] within sixly {60) days, whereupen reclassflca-
tlop and appropriate adjustment of the permit fee shall ba mace,

T Fallure ta comply with the provislens of this sectlonIs subject lo a flne of .

Section 4. Issuance and revocatfon of permiis and licenses

a. The [appropriate aulhorl?] rnay ravoke any permll or license If the person holding the per-
mil or license refuses or falls 16 comply with this crdinance, the regulations promulgated by
the [appropriate autharty] or any othar law goverring the prolection and keeping of anlmals,

b If an applicant Is shown o have withheld or falsifled any malerlal Inforination on the appli-
catlon, the [llcensing auihority] inay refuse to Issue ar may revoke a permit cr license.

¢ ltshall be a conditlon of Issuance of any permit for an animal establishment that the [appro-
ptlate authority] shail be parmiited to Inspect any and all animals and Ihe premises where
sUch anfimals are Kepl at any reasonable ime during normal business hours, Where a per-
mit s revoked for any causg, or pending appeal of any such actlon, the [apprepriate authar-
Iiy] shall have power of enlry on Ihe premises and o alt areas where anlmals are being
kepl, A person denled a permit may not reapply for a perlod of at least thirty (30) days. Each
teapplication shall disclose any pravious denfal or revocatlon and shall be accompanled by
aj__ fee

Sectlon 5. Gwner responsibill iy

& All dogs and cais shall be kept under resiralnt.

b Every *dangercus® dog or cat, as delermined by the {appropriate authority], shall be con-
fined by its owner within a bullding or secure enclosure and shall be securely muzzled or
cagad whenever off the preimises of its owner.

c. Mo dog or cal shall be allowed lo cause a nuisance. The owner of every dog or cal shall be

held responslble for evary behavior of such dog or cat under the provisions of this ordinance.

Fallure to camply with the provisions of $his section shall be subject 1o a fine of $ .

Dog and cat owners shall ensire that Ihelr dog or cat carries idenlification at all iimes In the

ferm of microchip, tag, or other means to allow easy datermination of the owners.

f. Livestock guardirg dogs shall be exempt from nuisance regulaticns whean parforming dutles
protecting livestock an premises owned or controlled by the owner,

Saclien 6. Impoundment

a. Anydogor cat found running at large shalf be Impeunded by the [animal conlrol authority] in
an animal shelter and conflnad In 2 humane manner. Immeulately upon impounding a dog
or cat, the fanimal control autherity] shall make every reasonable effort lo notify the owner
and inform such owner of the conditions whereby cusledy of the animal may be regalned.
Dogs and cats nol claimed by thelr owners within a pericd of [five (5) full daysr'll Inwhich the
shelfer |s open 1o the public shall become the property of the [urisdiction],

b, Whan adeg or catls found running at large and Its ownarship is verlfied by the [animal con-
frol authorltyl, lhe authority may exerclse the option of serving the owner with a notice of
violation in lieu of impeunding the arimal,

c. i lhe event that Ihe [appropriate authorily] finds dogs or cats to be sulfering, It shall have
the right forthwlih [o remove: or cause to have removed any such anlmals to a safe piace for
care al lhe owner's expense of to euthanatlze them when necessary to prevent furlher sut-
fering. Return to the owner may be withhelt until the owner shall have made full payment for
all expenses so incurred.

d. Disposal of an animal by any methed spacifted here In does not relleve the owner of ablity
for violations and any accrued charges.

Sectlon 7. Redemption

. Anyanimal Impounded may ba redeemed by Ihe wner thereof within flve (5) days upen pay-
ment of an Impoundment fee of $____, provided that If any such anlmal has been previous-
Iy impounded, the Impoundment fee shall be $__ . Payment of Impoundmend fees |s not
consldered to be in lleu of any fing, penalty, or license fees.

b, Any animal conflned for rables quaraniine, evidence, or olher purpese may be redeemed by
tho owner thereof upon payment of a fecof §_ .

t. Noanimai raquired to be Beensed or vaccinated under this ordinance may be redeemed untll

provislons for such licensing have boen fulfilled.

Sectlon 8. Adoplion

An adoption fee of $____ shall be assessed al the time of adopllon. No dog or cat shall be
released for adoption as 2 pet without being neutered or witheut a wrilten agraement from the
adopter guaranteelng that the animal wili be neutered. Vaccihatlon fees, liconsing fees, and vel-
erinary cosls may be assessed above and beyond the adoption fee.

Sectlon %, Inlerference

No person shall nlerfere with, hinder, er molest any agent of the [animal conlrol authority] in the
perfarmance of any duly as herein providecd,

Any persen viclating this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeancr and shall be subject fo
afine of not less than $____ ormore than$____ .

Section 10, Repeals (conflicting ordi )
All other ordinances of lhe furisdiction] that are in conflict with this ordinance are herehy
repealed {o the extent of such conflici,

Section 11, Severability
I an{iparl of this ordinance shalt be held Invalld, such part shalt be deemed severable and the
Invalldlly thereof shall nol affect the remaining parts of this ordinance,

Sertlon 12. Applicability
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upen the explration of days after Its passage and
publicatlon.

Secllon 13, Safety clause

The [jurisdiction] hereby finds, determines, and declares that this ordinance is necessary for the
:mmcdlale preservalion of the public health, safety, and welfare of the jurlsdiction] and theinhab-
lants therecf.

o=

“For all oocurrences of [ ], communites should insert thelr applicable agency. 1The organizatlons
developing this model ordinance recommended that licensing tags show, In addition 1o e license
number, the clty ar counly and stale In which the animal Is registered, This helps to alleviale the
problem of an animal being left unidentified or uncialmed because it has been transported from
ane stale to another and has ne reference fo the Issulng clly or counly on the | icense tag. 1where
blanks are found withoul insertions, communities should Insort applicable fees or conditions,
§Differential Bcensea foes Tor nelilered animals serve as an Incentlve for responsible pet ownership,
| Breakaway collars are recommenced when fags are afflied to collars worn by cals. fit Is recag-
nized that helding periods will be determined to some degree by avallabllity of facllties: however,
it Is important le ensurc 2 reasonable opportunity for owners to raclalim their dog er cal.
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Appendix 3

Recommended data elements for reports of dog bites

Data element

Comment

Data slement

Carmment

Nollflcations of dog attacks on humans. . .

Name of victim

Address of victim

Telephene (home and waork)

Parent contact (nformatlon
(If 2 minor}

Incldent date &nd time

Reported to whom

Date and time of report

Notifications of dog attacks on animals ..

Owner of vigtim

Type of victim

Address of owner

Telephone thome and work)

Incident date and time

Name and address of owner
or custedian of atlacking dog

Reparled fo whom

Date and time of report

For anlmal control Investigations
Agency informatlon

Case number
Report date and lime
Incident date and tlme
Who repoarted the case
Report received by
Locatlon of Incident

Vietm Information
Nama
Breed {iT anlmal)
Age and date of blrth
Sex
Address
Telephene thome and work)

A card or ielephone report to be
submitted by those providing
care to the human victim

A card or telephone report to be
submitted by those providing
care to the animal victim

Parent contact Informatlen (if minor)
Rables Immunization stalus (if anlmal)

Owner informatlon

Mame

Age and date of birth

Sex

Address

Telephone (rome and work)

Dog Infermation
Name
Breed ...............

Sex

Age

Welght

Reproductive status

Name of veterinarian

Rables vaccinatlen date

Raties tag number

License nurmber

Microchip number

Degree of conflnement
at time of bite

Prior Incidents
Obedience tralning

Clreumstances of the bite
Victlm account
COwner's account
Wiiness account
{contact information)

......... Indlcate by whose designation

(eg, owner report, anlmal control
officer, law enforcement officer),
This Is Important if breed data are
to be Interpreted.

........ ldentifylng different forms of
confinement (eg, chaining,
tethering, electronic fence) is
Important If risk assoclated with
these practices Is to be assessed,

Number of dogs Involved ........ Attacks by muitiple dogs may

Injury informatlon
Locatlon of Injury
Nature of injury
Severity of injury

Animal disposition
Quarantine location
Date of guarantine
Date 1c be released
Ouarantined by
Euthanatizad

accaunt for 20 to 30% of Incldents.
Forms for these animals could he
given case numbers with a special
deslgnaticn (eg, 123A, 123B).

Continued on next page.
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Appendix 4

Model legislatlon for the identification and regulatlon of *dangerous” dogs

A. Actions allowed by authorized persons pricr to hearing

1.

If any dog shall atlack a person or domestic animal who was peaceably
conducting himself in any ptace where he may lawfully be, any person,
for the purpose preventing Immtnent Injury or further injury, may use
such force as s required to stop the attack.

A palice officer or peace officer acting pursuant to his statutory dutles
may, where the threat of serious Injury 1o a person or domestic ahima is
:njnmlnenl and unjuslifled, use such force as is required to prevent such
njury.

B. Definitons

.

a. "Dangerous dog” means any dog which without Hustlﬂcailon attacks
a person or domestic animal causing physfcal injury or death, or
behaves in a manner thal a reasonatle person would believe poses
an unjustifled imminent threat of serlous Injury or death lo one or
mara persons or domestic anlmals. A dog's breed shall not be con-
sidered In determining whether or not it Is “dangerous.” Further,

b. No dog may be declared "dangerous”

i, If the dog was protecting or defending a person within the
Immediate vicinity of the dog from an atlack or assault;

il. 1f at the time the person was committing a crime or offense
upen the property of the owner, or custodlan, of the dog;

iit. If the persan was teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the
d??g.dur in the pasl had leased, tormented, abused or assaulted
the dog;

iv. It the dog was attacked or menaced by the domestic animal, or
the domestic animal was on the properly of the ewner, or cus-
todian, of the dog;

v.  If the dog was responding to paln or Injury, or protecting Hseif,
its kennels or Its offspring;

vi. If the person or domestic animal was disturbing the dog's nat-

ural functions such as sleeplng or eating.

Neilher growling nor barking, ner both, shall alane constlitule

grounds upon which to find a dog to be "dangerous.”

"Aftack” means aggressive physical contact inltiated by the dog.

"Serlous Injury” means any physical Injury conslsting of broken bones

or a permanently disfiguring laceration requiring elther mulktipie stilches

or cosmetic surgery.

*Domestic anlmal” means any animal commonly kept as a pet In family

househeids in the United States, Including, but not limited to dogs, cats,

guinea plgs, rabhlts and hamsters; and any animals commonly kept for
coinpanion or commerclal purposes,

vii.

C. Hearing procedure

.

Any person may make a complaint of an alteged “dangerous® dog as
that term is definec herein fo a pollce offlcer or peace offlcer of the
appropriate munlclpality. Such officers shall Immediately inform the
complalnant of hls right to commence a proceeding provided for in
Paragraph 2, immediately below, and, If there Is reason 1o believe the
dog Is a *dangerous” dog, the offlcer shali forthwith commence such
proceeding himself,

Any person may, and any pollce offlcer, or peace officer acting within
the scope of his statutery duties, shall make a complaint under oath or
affirmatlon of an allege dangerous™ dog as that term Is defined herein to
any municipal Judge or justice. Thereupon, the judge or justlce, ar hear-
ing panel subject o Judicial review, shall inmedlately determine if there
Is probable cause 10 believe the dog Is a “dangercus” dog and, 1f so,
shall issue an order to any police officer  or peace officer pursuant to
his statulory dutles or anlmal control officer directing such officer to
immediately seize such dog and hold same pending Judiclal determina-
tion as hereln provided. Whether or not the Judge or justice, o hearlng
panel subject to judicial review, finds there Is probable cause for such
seizure, he shall, within five (5 days and upon wrlilten notice of not less
tt?a'n three (3) days to the owner of the dog, hold a hearing on the com-
plaint.

D. Where a dog Is delermined pursuant to clear and convincing evidence at a
duly constltuted hearing 1o be “dan?erous," the judge or justice, or hearlng

panel subject to judicial review, shal

require the owner of sald animal to reg-

ister such anlinal (with the appropriate Health Depariment or anlmal control

facility), and to provide prompt notification to {the appropriate Health
Department or animal control facllﬂr) of any changes in the ownership of the

animal; names, addresses and te

aphone numbers of new owners; any

change in the health status of the aptmal: any further instances of attack; any
claims made or lawsults brought as a result of further instances of attack;
the death of the animal. In additlon, the Judge or justice, or hearing panel
subect to Judiclal review, may require ang or ali of the following, but liems 5,

6 and 11, or any one of them, may only

e imposed where there has been

serlous injury lo a person,

1

Tt

12.

13

Indoars, when not alone, the dog be under the control of a person elgfh-
gaen (1dB) ears or ofder. (Provisions for the dog to be outdoors must also
e made.

Qutdoors and unattended, the dog be kept within a locked fenced area

from which [t cannat escape.

When outdoors the dog must be attended and kept within a fenced area

from which [t cannot escaps.

When outdoors the dog must be attended and kept on a lzash no longer

than six (&) feet and under the conlrol of a person elghtesn (18) years of

age or older,

When outdoors the dog must be attended apd muzzled. Such muzzle

shall not cause injury to the deg or Interfere with its vision or respiration

but shall prevent It from blting any person or antmal,

QOutdoors and unaltended, the dog must be confined to an escape-proof

kennel of the following description:

8. Such kennel shall alfow the dog to stand normally and without
restriction, and shall be at least two and one half ?2.5] times the
length of the dog, and shall protect the dog from the elements.

b. Fencing materials shall not have openings with a diameter of more
than two (2) nches, and in the case of wooden fences, the gaps
shall not be more than two (2} inches.

¢ Any gates within such kennel or structure shall be lockable and of
such deslgn as 1o prevent the entry of children or the escape of the
anima, and wher the dog Is confined to such kennel and unattend-
ed such locks shall be kept locked.

d. The kennel may be requlred to have double exterlor walis to prevent
the insertlon of fingers, hands or other objects.

Placement of a slgn or signs of a description and In places directed by
the Judge or Justice, advlsing the public of the presence and tenden-
cles of said animal.
Allendance by the dog anc its ownerfcustodlan at training sesslons
conducted by a certifled applied animal behaviorist, hoard cettifled vet-
erinary behavlorlst or other recognized expert In the fleld and comple-
tion of training or any other treatment as deemed apprni)rlate by such
expert. The awners of the dog shall he responsible for afl costs assocl-
ated with the evaluation and fraining ordered under this secion.

Neutering or spaying of the dog at the owner's expense, unless med-

Ically contralndicated.

. That the dog be permanently identified by tattooing or by injecting an

Identlification microchip, using standard veterinary Frocedures and
ractices, ldentification numbar and the identlfication of the person per-
orming the procedure to be registered with the (appropriate health

department or animal control faclllty) as Indicaied above.

The procurement of liabllity Insurance In an amount o be determined by

the Judge or justice, but in'no case In an amount of {ess than filky thou-

sand doliars ($50,000), covering the medlcal and or veterinary costs
resulting from future actlons of the dog {a determinalicn of llabllity shall
be made in accordance with the laws of the |urisdiction). This condltion
may not be Imposed If [t Is shown that no such Insurance |5 available for

a reasonakie premium.

If an¥ of the above condltions ordered by a judge or justice, or hearln

gane sublect to Judicial review, are not complied with, the owner shaﬁ
¢ subect to a fine of not mare than ten thousand dollars (310,000).

If a further Incldont of atlack occurs ender such clrcumstances that the
dog, after a hearing as described above, is determined to be a “danger-
cus* daog, the judge or I|ustlc:e. or hearlng panel subject to judlclal
roview, may impose or relmpose any applicable dlrecilves listed above;
additionatly, humane destruction of the dmI:] may be ordered, but only
where the Turther incident involves serlcus Injury lo a person,

Appendix 5

Suggested reading far professionals (numbers correspond to cited references)

Group

Reference numbers

Putlic offlclals and communlty leaders
Velerinarians

Veterinary techniclans

Physiclans and nurses

Humane soclety/animal shelter/
rescue personngl

4,6,8-9, 10, 12, 14-16, 18, 20, 27-28, 30, 32-47
1,4-10, 12, 14-16, 27-28, 30, 32, 35-36, 39, 41-73
7.12,16, 28, 43-4b, 47, 50-57, 59.61, 63-64, 66-69, 74

4-6, 8-10, 12, 14-15, 27-28, 30, 32, 35-36, 41, 43, 45-18, 60,
T0-1,73,75-76

4-6,10, 12, 14-15, 27-28, 30, 35-36, 41-43, 51-55, 61, 66, 69, 11

JAVMA, Vol 218, No. 11, June 1, 2001

Vet Med Today: Canine Aggression Task Force 1749
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West's Louisiana Statutes Annotated. Louisiana Revised Statutes.
Title 14. Criminal Law. Chapter 1. Criminal Code. Part V1. Offenses
Affecting The Public Generally. Subpart B. Offenses Affecting The
Public Sensibility. § 102.14. Unlawful ownership of dangerous dog.
Also: Title 3. Agriculture and Forestry. Chapter 18. Animals Running
at Large. Part V. Dog License Tax.

Share |

« Primary Citation: LAR.S.14:102.12-18;L.A.R.5.§2771-2778
o Countryof Origin:  United States
¢ LastChecked: January, 2020

Historical:

Summary: These Louisiana statutory sections provide the state's animal
control and dangerous dog laws. A dog becomes dangerous when (1)
unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month
period, engages in any behavior that requires a defensive action by any
person to prevent bodily injury when the person and the dog are off the
property of the owner of the dog; (2) any dog which, when unprovoked,
bites a person causing an injury; or (3) any dog which, when unprovoked, on
two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month period, has killed,
seriously bitten, inflicted injury, or otherwise caused injury to a domestic
animal off the property of the owner of the dog. It is unlawful for any person
to own a dangerous dog without properly restraining or confining the dog.
Any citizen or officer may kill any dangerous or vicious dog, and no citizen
or officer shall be liable for damages or to prosecution by reason of killing
any dangerous or vicious dog. The section also provides laws on licensing,
vaccination, and prohibitions on dogs running at large.

Title 14. Criminal Law. Chapter 1. Criminal Code. Part V1. Offenses Affecting the
Public Generally. Subpart B. Offenses Affecting the Public Sensibility
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§102.12. Definitions i

§ 102,13, Hearing to determine if dog is dangerous or vicious

§ 102.14 . Unlawful ownership of dangerc_)us dog

§ 102.15. Unlawful ownership of a vicious dog

§102.16. Seizure and destruction or disposition of dangerous or vicious dogs

§ 102.17. Registration of dangerous dogs; fees

§102,18, Seizure and disposition of dogs which cause death or inflict bodily injury

Title 3. Agriculture and Forestry. Chapter 18. Animals Running at Large. Part V. Dog
License Tax
§2771.Dogs not torun at large

§2772.Dog, cat, and kennel licenses fee and certificate; records

§2773. Dogs as personal property; seizure of dogs running at large or on property fenced as a fox pen;
notice to owner; dangerous or vicious dogs

§ 2774 . Parishes to provide animal facilities

§2775. Use of dogs for hunting

§2776. Time for paying dog license tax

§2777 . Penalty for violating this Part or disturbing dog's collar or license tax tag

§ 2778 . Municipal and parish governing authorities

Title 14. Criminal Law. Chapter 1. Criminal Code. Part V1. Offenses Affecting the
Public Generally. Subpart B. Offenses Affecting the Public Sensibility
§ 102.12. Definitions

As used in this Section and R.S. 14:102.13 through 102.18, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) “Animal control agency” means the parish or local animal control agency. If the municipality or

nmuinbe Al Elhan nm anbinnal mmmdbeal arcnnms e e iardh ada i ~ad iR maefasimas mnisa sl seomdend
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functions.

{2) “Impounded” means taken into the custody of the animal control agency or provider of animal
control services to the municipality or parish where the dangerous or vicious dog is found.

{3) “Secure enclosure” means a fence or structure suitable to prevent the entry of young children, and
which is suitable to confine a dangerous dog in conjunction with other measures which may be taken
by the owner of the dog. The enclosure shall be designed in order to prevent the animal from escaping.

(4) Repealed by Acts 2019, No. 2,§ 3.
Credits

Added by Acts 2001, No. 823, § 1. Amended by Acts 2003, No. 563, § 1.

§ 102.13. Hearing to determine if dog is dangerous or vicious

A. The district attorney, the sheriff, an animal control officer, or other designated representative, in the
name of and on behalf of the parish and without the payment of any costs, shall be authorized to file a
petition in the district court having jurisdiction requesting a hearing for the purpose of determining
whether or not a dog should be declared dangerous as defined in R.S. 14:102.14(A) or vicious as
defined in R.S. 14:102.15(A).

B. Upon the filing of the petition, the district judge shall immediately issue a rule on the owner of the
dog to show cause why the dog should not be declared a dangerous or vicious dog. This rule shall, at
the time of its issuance, be fixed for hearing not later than five days, including Sundays, half-holidays
and holidays, from the date of its issuance, and shall be heard by preference over all other matters and
cases fixed for the same day and shall be heard continuously day after day until submitted for
adjudication.

C. Upon the showing made by the parties on the trial of the rule to show cause, the court shall
determine whether the dog is a dangerous dog or a vicious dog and may make other orders authorized
by this Section.

D. In every case where the dog is established to be a dangerous dog, the court shall enter an order
declaring the dog to be a dangerous dog and shall direct the owner of the dog to comply with
conditions established for the restraint and confinement of the dog as provided by law.

E. In every case where the dog is established to be a vicious dog, the court shall enter an order
declaring the dog to be a vicious dog and shall direct that the vicious dog be humanely euthanized.
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F. Any person who fails to restrain and confine a dangerous dog as ordered by the court shall be guilty
of contempt and shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred doliars.

G. The pleading and practice in all cases under this Section shall be in accordance with the Code of
Civil Procedure and the laws and rules of court governing practice before the district courts of this
state.

H. The owner of the dog may appeal to the court of competent jurisdiction an order of the district
court determining the dog to be dangerous or vicious. Such appeal shall be perfected within five
calendar days from the rendition of the order and shall be made returnable to the appropriate
appellate court in not more than fifteen calendar days from the rendition of the order. The applicant
for the determination may appeal to the court of competent jurisdiction for an order reversing the
order of the district court.

[. No dog shall be declared dangerous or vicious if at the hearing authorized by this Section evidence
presented is sufficient to establish any of the following:

(1} Any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time the injury or damage was
sustained, was committing a crime upon the property of the owner of the dog.

(2) Any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time the injury or damage was
sustained, was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog.

(3) Any injury or damage is sustained by a domestic animal which, at the time the injury or damage
was sustained, was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog,

(4) If the dog was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the dog from
an unjustified attack or assault.

(5) If the injury or damage to a domestic animal was sustained while the dog was working as a
hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, or under the control of, its
owner, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the
work of the dog.

J. The owner of a dog determined to be a vicious dog may be prohibited by the court from owning,
possessing, controlling, or having custody of any dog for a period of up to three years, when it is found,
after proceedings conducted pursuant to this Section, that ownership or possession of a dog by that
person would create a significant threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the public.

Credits
Added by Acts 2001, No. 823,§ 1.
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§ 102.14. Unlawful ownership of dangerous dog.
A. For the purposes of this Section "dangerous dog" means:

(1) Any dog which when unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month
period, engages in any behavior that requires a defensive action by any person to prevent bodily
injury when the person and the dog are off the property of the owner of the dog; or

(2) Any dog which, when unprovoked, bites a person causing an injury: or

(3) Any dog which, when unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month
period, has killed, seriously bitten, inflicted injury, or otherwise caused injury to a domestic animal
off the property of the owner of the dog.

B. It is unlawful for any person to own a dangerous dog without properly restraining or confining the
dog.

C. A dangerous dog, while on the owner's property, shall, at all times, be kept indoors, or in a secure
enclosure. A dangerous dog may be off the owner's property only if it is restrained by a leash which
prevents its escape or access to other persons.

D. The owner of a dog determined by the court to be dangerous shall post signs around the secure
enclosure no more than thirty feet apart and at each normal point of ingress and egress. The signs shall
bear the words "Beware of Dog", or "Dangerous Dog" in letters at least three and one-half inches high
and shall be so placed as to be readily visible to any person approaching the secure enclosure.

E. If the dog in question dies, or is sold, transferred, or permanently removed from the municipality or
parish where the owner resides, the owner of a dangerous dog shall notify the animal control agency
of the changed condition and new location of the dog in writing within two days.

F. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than three hundred dollars.
G. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to:

(1) Any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by any state or local law
enforcement agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity,
enforcement of laws, or apprehension of offenders.

(2) Any dog trained in accordance with the standards of a national or regional search and rescue
association to respond to instructions from its handler in the search and rescue of lost or missing
individuals and which dog, together with its handler, is prepared to render search and rescue
services at the request of law enforcement.
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CREDIT(S)

Added by Acts 2001, No.823,§ 1.

§ 102.15. Unlawful ownership of a vicious dog

A. For the purposes of this Section “vicious dog” means any dog which, when unprovoked, in an
aggressive manner, inflicts serious bodily injury on or kills a human being and was previously
determined to be a dangerous dog.

B. It is unlawful for any person to own a vicious dog.

C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or.
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.

D. The provisions of this Section shali not apply to:

(1) Any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by any state or local law
enforcement agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity,
enforcement of laws, or apprehension of offenders.

(2) Any dog trained in accordance with the standards of a national or regional search and rescue
association to respond to instructions from its handler in the search and rescue of lost or missing
individuals and which dog, together with its handler, is prepared to render search and rescue
services at the request of law enforcement.

Credits
Added by Acts 2001, No. 823, § 1.

§ 102.16. Seizure and destruction or disposition of dangerous or vicious dogs

A.{1) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest under R.S. 14:102.14 or R.S. 14:102.15 may
lawfully take possession of all dogs on the premises where the arrest is made or in the immediate
possession or control of the person being arrested.

{2) The legislature finds and declares that dangerous or vicious dogs are a threat to the health and
safety of the public. Dogs seized in accordance with this Section are declared to be contraband,
and the officer may cause them to be impounded pending the hearing held pursuant to R.S.
14:102.13.

B. A dog determined to be a vicious dog by the court shall be humanely euthanized by the animal
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control agency, a licensed veterinarian, or a qualified technician.

C. A dog determined by the court to be a dangerous dog may be humanely euthanized if it is
determined that the dog poses an immediate threat to public health and safety.

D. The owner of the dog shall be liable to the municipality or parish where the dog is impounded for
the costs and expenses of keeping the dog if the dog is later adjudicated dangerous or vicious.

Credits
Added by Acts 2001, No. 823, § 1.

§ 102.17. Registration of dangerous dogs; fees

A. All dangerous dogs shall be properly licensed and vaccinated. The licensing authority shall include
the dangerous designation in the registration records of the dog, either after the owner of the dog has
agreed to the designation or the court has determined the designation applies to the dog.

B. The municipality or parish may charge a dangerous dog fee in addition to the regular licensing fee to
provide for the increased costs of maintaining the records of the dog.

Credits
Added by Acts 2001, No.823,§ 1.

§ 102,18, Seizure and disposition of dogs which cause death or inflict bodily injury

A. Any law enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize any dog which when unprovoked, in
an aggressive manner, causes the death of or inflicts bodily injury on a human being. Any dog seized
pursuant to the provisions of this Section may be impounded pending the outcome of the hearing held
in accordance with this Section.

B. The district attorney, the sheriff, an animal control officer, or other designated representative, in the
name of and on behalf of the parish, and without the payment of any costs, shall be authorized to file a
petition in the district court having jurisdiction requesting a hearing for the purpose of determining
whether or not a dog which, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, causes the death of or inflicts
bodily injury on a human being, shall be euthanized.

C. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the procedure provided in R.S. 14:102.13.

D. A dog determined by the court to have, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, caused the
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death of or inflicted bodlly injury on a human being may be humanely euthanized by the animal control
agency, a licensed veterinarian, or a qualified technician.

E. The owner of the dog shall be liable to the municipality or parish where the dog is impounded for the
costs and expenses of keeping the dog if the dog is later adjudicated to have, when unprovoked, in an
aggressive manner, caused the death or inflicted badily injury on a human being.

Credits
Added by Acts 2003, No. 563, § 1.

Title 3. Agriculture and Forestry. Chapter 18. Animals Running at Large. Part V. Dog
License Tax

§ 2771. Dogs not to run at large

No person shall suffer or permit any dog in his possession, or kept by him about his premises, to run at
large on any unenclosed land, or trespass upon any enclosed or unenclosed lands of another.

Source:
Acts 1918, No. 239, § 1.

§ 2772. Dog, cat, and kennel licenses fee and certificate; records

A. Each parish or municipality that levies a license fee on dogs and cats shall issue a metallic license tag
to each dog or cat owner who applies therefor and pays the dog or cat license fee imposed by the
issuing parish or municipality. The license tag shall contain a license number, the name of the issuing
body and the calendar year for which such tag is issued. The tag shall be fastened upon the collar worn
by the dog or cat owned or kept by such person, A license certificate shall also be issued for such
license fee showing the name and address of the owner, a description of the dog or cat by sex and
color, the breed of the dog or cat if known, and the year and number of the license tag. A record of all
such information shall be kept by the issuing authority which shall be open to the public during regular
business hours.

B. The governing body of each municipality or parish may, by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually
for the dog or cat license fee, which sum shall not be more than ten dollars for each spayed or neutered
dog or cat and not more than twenty dollars for each unspayed or unneutered dog or cat. However,
notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, the governing body of any municipality or parish with
a population in excess of four hundred seventy-five thousand persons may, by ordinance, fix the sum to
be paid annually for the dog or cat license fee, which sum shall not be more than ten dollars for each

hitps./iwww.animallaw.infostatute/la-dangerous-louisiana-dangerous-dog-dog-blte-laws 813




10/23/2020 LA - Dangerous - L.ouisiana Dangerous Dog & Dog Bite Laws | Animal Legal & Historical Center
spayed or neutered dog or cat and not more than twenty dollars for each unspayed or unneutered dog
or cat, and any such funds derived from said license fee shall be dedicated solely for the capture,
control, and housing of stray animals.

C. For the purposes of this Section, a dog or cat shall be considered spayed or neutered whenever any
of the following is applicable:

(1) Upon presentation of a certificate issued by any licensed veterinarian stating that the dog or
cat, if female, was made incapable of producing young by spaying by the veterinarian, or, the dog
or cat, if male, was made incapable of producing young by sterilization by the veterinarian.

(2) Upon examination by a licensed veterinarian any dog or cat, whether male or female, is
certified by the veterinarian to be incapable of producing young.

(3) If the dog or cat has been previously licensed as a spayed or neutered dog or cat.

D. Dogs used as guides for blind persons and commonly known as “seeing-eye” dogs or dogs used to
assist deaf persons and commonly known as “hearing-ear” dogs, may be licensed as other dogs herein
provided for, except that the owner or keeper of such dog shall not be required to pay any fee therefor.

E. The owner or keeper of five or more dogs may procure a kennel license and pay a kennel license fee
in lieu of the individual dog licenses and license fees provided for herein. The governing body of each
municipality or parish, may by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually for the kennel license fee,
which sum shall be a minimum of;

(1) Fifteen dollars if no more than five dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the
owner's premises at the time of the application.

(2) Twenty-five dollars if more than five dogs but no more than ten dogs over the age of six months
are harbored on the owner's premises at the time of the application.

(3) Thirty dollars if more than ten dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the owner's
premises at the time of the application.

A licensed veterinarian or a veterinary clinic shall be exempt from this provision in the conduct of their
regular business.

F. Upon the issuance of a kennel license, the owner shall be furnished a number of license tags equal to
the number of dogs harbored on the owner's premises. All of the provisions contained in Subsection A
of this Section with regard to issuance of license tag, license certificates and the keeping of records
shall afso apply to kennel licenses.

G. Any individual or business with five or more dogs and who breeds and sells dogs retail, wholesale, or
to the public is required to procure a kennel license and pay a kennel license fee in lieu of the individual
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dog licenses and license fees provided for herein. The governing body of each municipality or parish

may, by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually for the kennel license fee, which sum shall be
dedicated solely for animal impoundment facilities and be a minimum of:

(1) Fifteen dollars, if no more than five dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the
owner's premises at the time of the application.

(2) Twenty-five dollars, if more than five dogs but no more than ten dogs over the age of six
months are harbored on the owner's premises at the time of the application.

(3) Thirty dollars, if more than ten dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the owner's
premises at the time of the application.

H. No individual or business that breeds, buys, or sells dogs retail, wholesale, or to the public shall
maintain more than seventy-five dogs over the age of one year at any time for breeding purposes.

I. At the time of application for an initial or renewal kennel license, an applicant shall provide the
governing body of the parish or municipality with a statement that is signed and dated and includes
both of the following:

(1) The applicant's Class A or Class B animal dealer's license number issued by the United States
Department of Agriculture pursuant to provisions of the federal Animal Welfare Act, 7 U.S.C.
2131 et seq., or the reason the applicant is not required to hold either license.

{2) The applicant's sales tax identification number or the reason the applicant is not required to
have a sales tax identification number.

J. Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than
six months, or both.

Credits
Amended by Acts 1982, No. 101, § 1, eff. July 11, 1982; Acts 1991, No. 940, § 1; Acts 2008, No. 894, §
1; Acts 2010, No. 92, § 1; Acts 2015, No. 365, § 1.

§ 2773. Dogs as personal property; seizure of dogs running at large or on property fenced as a fox pen;
notice to owner; dangerous or vicious dogs

A. Dogs owned by citizens of this state and by citizens of other states and situated and located in this
state are declared to be personal property of such citizens.

B. Any citizen may, or the sheriff, constable, or other police officers of any parish, ward, or municipality
shall seize any dog found unaccompanied by its owner or keeper and running at large on any road,
street, or other public place, or trespassing on any premises other than the premises of the owner. I
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the dog is wearing a collar bearing a tag showing the name and address of its owner, it shall be
impounded and the citizen or officer so seizing and impounding the dog shall immediately thereafter
by written notice notify the owner of the dog, at the address disclosed by the tag on the dog's collar,

that the dog has been seized and impounded by him, and unless the owner or keeper of the dog shall,
within seven days from the receipt of the notice, claim the dog and pay the citizen or officer a fee of
one dollar for seizing and a fee of twenty-five cents for each day it is impounded, it shall be disposed of
in a humane manner,

C. Exceptin the parishes of S5t. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, and Washington, any citizen may, or
the sheriff, constable, or other police officers of any parish, ward, or municipality shall, seize any dog
found unaccompanied by its owner or keeper and trespassing on any premises that is fenced with at
least a two-inch by four-inch wire mesh that is a minimum of four feet high. If the dog is wearing a
collar bearing a tag showing the name and address of its owner, it shall be impounded and the citizen
or officer so seizing and impounding the dog shall inmediately thereafter, by written notice, notify the
owner of the dog, at the address disclosed by the tag on the collar of the dog, that the dog has been
seized and impounded by him, and unless the owner or keeper of the dog shall, within seven days from
receipt of the notice, claim the dog and pay a seizing fee of twenty dollars and an impoundment fee of
one dollar for each day it is impounded, it shall be disposed of in a humane manner. Ten dollars of the
seizing fee shall be paid to the law enforcement agency called upon to seize the dog. The remainder of
the seizing fee shall be donated to a recognized nonprofit conservation group. This Subsection shall
apply only to fox pens.

D. Any citizen or officer may kill any dangerous or vicious dog, and no citizen or officer shall be liable
for damages or to prosecution by reason of killing any dangerous or vicious dog.

CREDIT(S)

Amended by Acts 1950, No. 231, § 1; Acts 1992, No. 1131, § 1.

§ 2774. Parishes to provide animal facilities

Each parish shall provide suitable shelters or facilities for dogs seized under the provisions of this Part.

CREDIT(S)

Amended by Acts 2003, No. 133, § 1, eff. May 28, 2003.

§ 2775. Use of dogs for hunting
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Nothing in this Part shall prevent any citizen of this state from lawfully hunting with a dog, provided
the dog is accompanied by the owner or keeper.

Source:;
Acts 1918, No. 239, § 5.

§ 2776. Time for paying dog license tax

All license taxes on dogs are due annually on the anniversary date of the administration of the rabies
vaccination; provided that as soon as a dog becomes no more than six months of age [FN1] the owner
of the dog shall be liable to pay the license tax for the year in which the dog reaches such age.

[FN1] As appears in the enrolled bill {Acts 1992, No. 131).

CREDIT(S)

Amended by Acts 1992, No. 131,§ 1.

§2777. Penalty for violating this Part or disturbing dog's collar or license tax tag

Whoever violates any provision of this Part, or fails or neglects to perform any duty imposed by it, shall
be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars and the cost of
prosecution, or imprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both.

Whoever removes from any dog a collar bearing a license tax tag as provided for in this Part, or alters
or removes any such license tax tag from a dog properly registered as herein provided for, shall be
fined not more than one hundred dollars and the cost of the prosecution, or imprisoned for not more
than thirty days, or both.

Source:
Acts 1918, No. 239,§ 7.

§ 2778. Municipal and parish governing authorities

Nothing contained in this Part shall be construed to prevent or otherwise limit the governing authority
of a municipality or parish from setting fees and fines in amounts sufficient for the operation of its
animal control program or for the effective enforcement of its animal control ordinances; however, in
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the provisions of R.S. 3:2773.

CREDIT(S)

Added by Acts 2003, No. 133, § 1, eff. May 28, 2003. Amended by Acts 2010, No. 108, § 1.
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ARTICLE II. - ANIMAL CONTROL AND WELFARE

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec, 7-16. - Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and derivations shall have the meaning given herein,

unless it shall be apparent from the context that a different meaning is intended:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

{f

8)
(h)

{)

(k)

{h

(m)

(n)

(0)

Abandoned. to forsake or desert an animal previously under the custody or possession of a person without
making provisions for its proper veterinary care, sustenance, and shelter.

Animal: any living creature except human beings, including but not limited to mammals, birds, fowls, reptiles,
and fish, except when referring specifically to the control of rabies when the word animal shall mean only
mammal,

Animal contro! officer: An employee of the parish animal shelter in the position of animal centrol officer or
humane officer or any other person designated by the director of the animal shelter to carry out provisions
of this chapter.

Animal shelter: The parish animal shelters operated by the animal shelter department.

Assault: An act that causes a person or animal to expect or believe that he/it may be subjected to immediate

violence or harm but no harm or injury results.

At large: An animal shall be deemed to be at large if off the premises of its owner or keeper and not under
the immediate control of a responsible person.

Attack: The injuring of a person or animal.

Bite: Any abrasion, puncture, tear or piercing of the skin actually or suspected of being caused by an animal'.

Breeder: A person who breeds specific animals. An individual who breeds or raises, on his own premises, not
more than a single litter of pups or kittens per year shall not be considered to be a commerciai breeder for
the purposes of this article,

Cat: Any member of the Felis catus classification of the Felidae species, i.e., any domestic member of the
feline family.

Confinement: to enclose within a boundary or to limit or restrict free movement by methods such as carriers,
leash held by of age person, fenced yards, and/or kennels but does not include tethering or electric fences.

Such does include car carrier, kennel, structure, or other legal restraint.

Cruel freatment or cruefty: every act or omission whereby unjustifiable physical pain or suffering‘ is inflicted,

caused or permitted.

Dangerous nuisance: includes actions or inactions by an animal or animal keeper such as chasing
automaobiles, interfering with nermal traffic flow on roadways or pedestrians on sidewalks, approaching a
person in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of atiack or otherwise creafing an unsafe environment,
Dealer/dealer breeder: A dealer is anyone who knowingly engages in the sale of animals to another dealer,

pet shop, research facility or corporation. A dealer breeder of animals shall be any person other than a
breeder or hobhy breeder who breeds and sells animals,

Disposition: the decision of the director or designee, judgment or order relative to the placement or disposal

of an animal including but not limited to adoption, rescue, foster care, transfer to another facility or
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jurisdiction and euthanasia.

(p) Dog: Any member of the Canis familiaris classification of the Canidae species, i.e,, any domestic member of
the canine family,

{q) Domestic animal: Any member of a species of animal which is tame by nature or which has been
domesticated by man so as to live and breed in a tame condition, ar any animal which from time immemorial
has been accustomed to the association of man, or by his industry has been subjected to man's will and has
no disposition to escape his dominion; for the purposes of this article, livestock shall not be included in the

classification of domestic animal,

{r) Enclosure: a securely locked fenced pen or structure of at least six (6) feet in height, constructed in
accordance with standards established by the parish animal shelter, and which is suitable to prevent the
entry and designed to prevent the animal from escaping. Such pen or structure shall have secure sides, top
and bottom and shall also provide the animal protection from the elements.

(s} Euthanasia:the humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that involves instantaneous
unconsciousness and Immediate death or by a method that involves anesthesia, produced by an agent which

causes painless loss of consciousness, and subsequent death during such loss of consciousness.

() Exigent circumstances: probable cause of situation where people or animals are believed to be in imminent
danger of death, disease or illness and a search warrant or other legal document is not required to avoid or
prevent the actual danger.

{u) Exotic animal: any member of a species of animal, reptile or bird, warm or cold blooded, which is not

indigenous to the parish and/or is not classified or considered as wildlife, livestock, domestic animal or horse.

(V) Exposed to rabjes: an animal has been exposed to rabies if it has been bitten by a known rabid animal or if it

has been in contact with any animal known to be or suspected of being infected with rabies.

(w) Feral cat: a cat that is not domesticated, A feral cat is distinguished from a stray cat which is domesticated
and friendly but has been lost or abandoned, while feral cats are born into the wild. The offspring of a stray
cat may be cansidered feral if born in the wild.

{(x) Fowl:any bird used as food or hunted as game such as a hen, turkey, goose, pheasant or duck; especially the
common, widely domesticated chicken (Gallus gallus).

{y) Grooming shop: a commercial establishment where animals are bathed, clipped, piucked or otherwise
groomed.

(z) Harboring: having the custody or control of an animal including maintaining any premises on which an
animal remains or to which it customarily returns. Includes any person acting on behalf of an owner with
expressed or implied permission. Any person harboring an animal may be held accountable aleng with the
owner for violations of this chapter. Harboring may be used interchangeable with the term keeper. Care of an
animal for a period of ten (10) days or longer is presumed ownership of the animal within the meaning of this
chapter.

(aa) Horse: a solid-hoofed plant-eating domesticated mammal (Equus caballus) with a flowing mane and tail, used

for riding, racing, and to carry and pull loads. The horse family {Equidae} also includes the asses and zebras.
{bb) Housing: refers to living accormmodations including but not limited to food, water, shelter, standard care and
treatment based on the type of animal, veterinary care and any required medical treatment pending a final
disposition.
(cc) Keeper: See Harboring.

{(dd} Leash:a rope, strap, or chain not more than ten (10) feet in length by which an animal is controlled, which is
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{ee)

(ff)

{gg)

{hh}

{ii)

i

(kk)
(n

(mm)

{nn)
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of sufficient strength to control an animal without breaking.

Livestock: animals such as cows, pigs, goats and other animals typically assaciated with farm or ranch
settings, excluding horses and fowl.

Neglect: may include failure to act whereby unjustifiable physical pain or suffering is inflicted, caused or
permitted or conditions exist that put the animal in unnecessary jeopardy or risk of Injury or illness. Neglect
may be determined by a judgment, order or the director or designee.

Nuisance: an animal or circumstance related to an animal causing inconvenience or annoyance or an

interference with the use and enjoyment of a person's land.

Owner: Any person having a right of property or custody of an animal or who keeps, harbars, finds or

knowingly permits the animal to remain on or about his premises shall be deemed the owner of the animal.

Pet shop: Any person that sells at retail, animals bred by others or by a commercial breeder whether as
owner, agent or on consignment, and that sells or offers to sell such animals to the general public at retail.

Police service dog or any dog affiliated with police service: any dog which is owned, or the service of which is
used, by any law enforcement agency for the purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity,
enfarcement of laws, apprehension of offenders, or the location of missing individuals.

Premises: real property and its appurtenances.

Proper food: providing each animal with daily food of sufficient quality and quantity to sustain the animal in
good and reasonable health. Such sustenance shall be provided in a sanitary receptacle, dish, or container.
Exceptions may be made at the written recommendation of a licensed veterinarian for species that may not
require daily feeding including but not limited to snakes and other reptiles. If more than one (1) animal eats
from the same receptacle, it is the responsibility of the ewner or agent to ensure that all animals receive
adequate food,

Proper shefter: providing animals, with shelter to prevent exposure to the elements and in the case of
livestock may include access to natural or man-made shade. Shelter for all animals must provide protection

from the wind, heat, cold, rain, or hall. Below are minimum required standards:

1. Livestock animals must have access to adequate shade or shelter at all times whether man-made or
natural.

2. Indoor standards include room temperature ranging from sixty-eight (68) to eighty-four (84) degrees,
malintained by natural or mechanical ventilation.

3. Horses shall be provided with shelter that consists of a secure top and sides adequate to protect the

animal,

4. Dogs and cats shall be provided with shelter that consists of a secure top, sides, and bottom to protect
the animal.

5. Proper shelter for other animals shall be in keeping with normally recognized husbandry and care
standards.

6. Space standards include housing facilities or enclosures that are (a) structurally sound and maintained in
good repair to protect the animals from injury and to contain the animals, and (b) constructed and
maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow each animal the ability to stand up, lay down, turn
around, and stretch without interference from the confines of the structure or other animals inadequate
space may be indicated by evidence of debility, stress or abnormal behavior patterns.

Proper veterinary care; providing each animal with veterinary care needed to prevent or stop unnecessary or

unjustifiable pain or suffering by the animal including preventative care such as vaccinations, deworming,
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routine examinations by a veterinarian and emergency care should the animal be sick or have an accident.
This includes annual coggins testing for harses in which test results are maintained for a minimum of two (2)

years and available upon the request of an animal centrol officer or other law enforcement officer.

Proper water: providing each animal with access to clean, fresh, potable water at all times unless otherwise
specified by a licensed veterinarian In writing. Such water must be provided In a sanitary receptacle, dish, or

container and be positioned to prevent spills.
Provoke: any action which arouses, tempts, stimulates or stirs an animal into action.

Public auction: Any place or location where livestock and horses are sold at auction to the highest bidder

regardless of whether such animals are offered as individuals, as a group, or by weight.

Public kennel: A place or establishment other than the parish animal shelter, where animals not owned by

the proprietor are sheltered, fed and watered in return for a fee as a business and is of access to the public.

Public nuisance: includes actions or inactions by an animal or any person having the ownership, custody, or
control of an animal such as the damaging, soiling, defiling or defecating on property other than its owner's,
or on public sidewalks, parks or other public areas, excessive noise making, excessive odor, excessive
barking, turning over garbage containers, running at large or otherwise interfering with another person’s
enjoyment of his property.

Reasonable attempt: an animal control officer or law enforcement officer has physically visited the premises
of the owner of the animal or person with custody or control and advised that a nuisance compiaint has been
received. If an animai control officer or law enforcement agent can not find the owner or person with custody
or control on the premises to notify of the complaint, the requirement of a reasonable attempt to do so has
been satisfied if the officer posts a warning notice in a conspicuous place on the premises and photographs
such posting.

Registered animal rescue group: any non-profit corporation (the purpose of which shall be to rescue animals
by adoption) or other similar Humane Organizations that;

1. Holds animals for adoption or fostering;
2. Is authorized to do business in the State of Louisiana;

3. Isin good standing with the Louisiana Secretary of State (production of a certificate of good standing shall
not be required); and

4. Provides to the director of the animal shelter, or his/her designee, proof of the animal rescue group's
annual IRS filings. Failure to comply with any or all of the conditions stated above and/or faiture to
provide required documents shall disqualify a rescue group from participation in any animal shelter

program or benefits and said animal rescue group shall not be recognized by the animal shelter,

Sanitary and safe environment: the area in which the animal lives, is kept, or is confined. Such areas must be
kept free of excessive feces, urine, hair, harmful pathogens, rodents and other disease causing vermin, or
other unsanitary conditions. This includes but is not limited to dog kennels, horse stalls and stables, and
other animal enclosures. There shall be no unnecessary debris or dangerous or hazardous material in areas

where animals are kept, housed, or confined,

Severe injury: any physical injury that results in multiple bites, broken bones or lacerations requiring multiple
sutures or cosmetic surgery, or death of a human being.

Stable: Shall include any building, barn, or other premises whatsoever at which equine species are kept or
from where they are let out for hire, working, training or riding, or from which equine species are provided

and used to give instruction in riding, or where equine species are boarded. The term shall include existing
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stables as well as new construction. A stable shall also include; Commercial stables: Any stable where any

charges are made to accommodate equine species; and Private stables: Any stable operated by or for a
private owner where no charge is made or other compensation is made for the use of facilities.

{yy) Tether:aleash, cord, chain or other thing that is or can be anchored to a stationary object on one (1) end.

(zz) Under control: the restraint of an animal by means of a leash or other device that physically restrains the

animal to the owner or keeper's immediate proximity preventing the animal from trespassing upon the
property of others or chasing other persons, animals, or motorized or non-motorized vehicles of any sort. An
animal which is otherwise securely and legally confined while in or upon any motor vehicle shall be deemed
to be under control, Examples include walking the animal, taking to the veterinarian, etcetera, Tethering is
prohibited. However, an animal may be placed on a runner that provides a minimum of twenty (20) feet of
linear movement along with all other requirements of this chapter including proper shelter, food and water.

(aaa) Unprovoked means that the victim was conducting himself peacefully and lawfully.

(bbb) Vaccination: inoculation approved by law to prevent disease or illness.

(cce) Veterinarian: any person who is valid and currently licensed in the state of Louisiana to practice veterinary

medicine,

(ddd) Wild animal: any member of a species of animal which is wild by nature and/or which because of habit, mode

of life or natural instinct, is incapable of being completely domesticated; for the purposes of this article, this
term shall include wildlife, exotic animals.

(eee) Wildlife: any member of a species of animal, reptile or bird, warm or cold blooded, which is indigenous to the

environs of the parish and/or Is under the control and authority of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission, as set forth in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.

(Code 1961, § 4-11; Ord. Neo. 16587, 81, 9-11-85; Ord. No. 17369, § II; 11-4-87; Ord. No. 18645, § 1, 12-2-92: Ord. No. 20257, 8

1, 1-14-98;

Cross refe

Ord. No, 21420, § 1, 10-24-01; Ord, No. 23784, § 1, 3-24-10; Ord. No. 24119, § 2, 9-21-11)

rence— Definitions and rules of construction generally, § 1.2.

Sec. 7-17. - Public offering of animals for adoption.

(a)

(b (

(©

(d)

Generally. No person shall offer dogs or cats for adoption by the public without obtaining from the adopter a
signed pledge that the animal will be sterilized by spaying or neutering within twenty (20) days or as soon as it
reaches an appropriate age. With the pledge, the adopter must make a cash deposit in the amount specified in
section 7-30(c), the deposit to be refundable upon evidence of sterilization.

1) Any pet shop, humane organization, or veterinary clinic may offer pets for adoption upon complying with the
following regulations. Records must be kept for three (3) years concerning the source of the animal and the
adoptee, with the descriptions of the animal including tag number and the name and address of the adoptee,
No stray animal may be offered for adoption.

(2) Penaltles for violations shall be those enumerated in section 7-170,

Offerings by S.P.C.A. The Louislana S.P.C.A., or any other agency, shall be allowed to offer for adoption animals
that are obtained from the animal shelter with the approval of the director of the animal shelter and approval of
the parish council.

No person or humane organization shall offer for adoption any animal which has been declared fierce,
dangerous or vicious. Any fierce, dangerous or vicious animal surrendered by its owner to the animal shelter or
to any humane organization shall immediately be destroyed in 3 humane manner.
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(e) The provisions of paragraphs (a) through {c) of this section shall not apply to individual owners or breeders licensed
the provisions of this article.

(f) Each person as described in paragraph (b) shall follow the same procedure as the Jefferson Parish Animal
Shelter, a copy of which shall be obtained from the animal shelter,

(8) Arecord of all animals placed for adoption shall be forward to the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter within three (3)
days and kept on file for three (3) months; the form(s) shall be furnished by the animal shelter.

(Code 1961, & 4.16(m); Ord. No, 17369, § I}, 11-4-87; Ord. No, 20868, § 1, 1-12-00)

Sec. 7-18. - Entry onto property.

The animal shelter director or designee may enter any premises upon exigent circumstances.

(Ord. No. 24119, § 3, 9-21-11)
Sec. 7-19. - Reserved.

Sec. 7-20. - Trapping of domesticated animals.

(a) Standard of care for trapped domesticated animals.
{1) All traps shall be checked at least once every eight (8) hours, day and night.

{2) Alltraps shall have the full name and contact information of the responsible party securely affixed to the trap
in a conspicuous place. Any trap without such identification shall be subject to impoundment until ownership
of the trap can be established.

{3) No traps shall be used in extreme or inclement weather conditions which includes but is not limited to
temperatures below thirty-two (32) degrees and above ninety-two (92) degrees Fahrenheit, during rain, flash
flooding and tropical storm watch or warning conditions, No trap shall be set in direct sunlight and the trap
shall have airflow for the anticipated ambient temperature, All traps must be covered with material to reduce
stress on the animal.

(4) All traps shall be used only on property owned by the person who is utilizing and/or authorized the trap.

(5) Only non-toxic baits are autherized for use in any trap. The use of toxic substances shall be a violation of this

specific section and also a violation of chapter 7, division 6, humane care and treatment.

(6) A container of clean, potable water of a size appropriate for the animal being trapped shall be placed In the
trap along with the bait.

(7) No trap shall be entrusted to or operated by any person under the age of eighteen (18). Any improper or
negligent act of omission regarding a trap on the part of any person under eighteen {18) years of age is the
liability of the person who allowed the minor to locate the trap on their property as well as the legal
guardians of said minor.

(8) Any illegal, improper, or negligent use of any trap is strictly prohibited.

(9) Traps shall not be set between noon on Saturday and Monday at 6:00 a.m. as the parish animal shelter is not
open to accept trapped animals during said time period.

(10) Iftrapping is accomplished by a commercial business then the additional standards of care must also be met:

a. Such commercial business must maintain a written contemporaneous record of when the traps are
checked in connection to compliance with_section 7-20(a)(1) and such record must be made avallable
upon demand by the parish animal shelter.
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b. A prominent sign (at least twelve (12) by twelve (12)) warning of animal trapping operations which
includes the name of the responsible commercial business conducting the trapping operations shall be
posted in such a manner as to be conspicuous to the general public from the time the trap(s) is first set

and for twelve {12} hours after the trapping operations have been removed.

(b} All domesticated animals shall be returned to the known or identifiable owner of the trapped animal, In the
event, if the owner can not be identified, then the trapped domesticated animal must be brought into the parish
animal shelter immediately.

(c) Such provisions shall not interfere, supersede or conflict with the community cats program of the parish which
allows, including but not limited to, persons to trap community cats, have them assessed by a veterinarian,

sterilized, provide rabies vaccination, ear tipped and returned to the area in which it was trapped.

(d) Violations of this section shall be adjudicated before the bureau of administrative adjudication and will be
subject to any and all penalties under chapter 1 and_chapter 2.5 of the parish Code of Qrdinances.

{Ord. No. 25608 , § 1, 7-25-18)

Sec. 7-21, - Dogs running at large.

{a) Confinement by owner. It shall be the duty of the owner or keeper of a dog to have such dog confined within his
or her yard or enclosure, or secured by a humane method therein.

(b) At/arge generally. No dog shall be permitted to run or be upon any street, alleyway, highway, common or public
square unless under the immediate control of a competent person and restrained by a substantial chain or leash
not exceeding six (6) feet in length.

{c) Multiple occupancy building or yard. It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog to allow such dog to
be at large in any multiple occupancy building or yard thereof occupied by two (2) or more families.

{d) Public recreation areas and school grounds. Owners shall not permit their dogs on any school ground, or in any
public recreation area, unless the dog Is controlled by a leash or similar device to prevent the dog from biting any

person ar animal.

(e) Sections_7-21(a) through (d) shall not apply to any dog which is owned, or the service of which is used, by any law

enforcement agency for the purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws,
apprehension of offenders, or the location of missing individuals whether such dog is in service at the time or in
any form of training connected with such service.

(f) Sections 7-21{a) through (d) shall not apply to any dog engaged in the activity of hunting in those areas of

Jefferson Parish where hunting is legally allowed.

(g) Sections_7-21 (a) through (d) shall not apply to any dog engaged in a parish-approved demenstration or

competition held under the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club or a similar dog organization, or
to a dog on the grounds of a public recreation area designated as a "dog park."

{Code 1961, 8 4-17(b), {c), (], {g); Ord. Na, 21420, § 2, 10-24-01; Ord. No. 24443, 88 1, 2, 3-27-13)
Sec, 7-22. - Enticing animals off premises of owner or keeper prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to release or entice any animal secured by the owner or keeper within his yard

outside of the premises of such keeper ar owner,

(Code 1961, § 4-16(a))
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Sec. 7-23. - Confinement of dogs and cats in heat.

Every female dog or cat in heat shall be confined so that the animal cannot come into contact with an unneutered male,

except for planned breeding.

(Code 1961, § 4-17(i}))

Sec, 7-24. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Section 7-24, establishing regulations for the confinement and treatment of vicious animals, derived from
Code 1961, 8§ 4-16(f), was repealed by 8 VI of Ord. No. 17369, adopted Nov, 4, 1987,

Sec. 7-25. - Keeping of exotic animals.

{a) No person shall keep any wild or exotic species of land animals, reptiles, or birds, warm or cold blooded that falls
under Class | designated by the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter's "Rutes for Wild or Exotic Animals." A permit
costing one hundred dollars ($100.00) must be obtained from the department of animal and pest control for all
Class ll species. Application procedures and requirement for suich permit shall be in accordance with rules and
regulations promulgated by the animal shelter advisory board until after it is determined, by inspection or
otherwise, whether the keeping of such animals or birds Is in violation of any of the provisions of this article or
will constitute a nuisance. Under no circumstances will the keeping of poisonous snakes be allowed other than in
licensed zoos. All pet shops must obtain a fifty dollar ($50.00) permit for the possession of Class IIf animals in
accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the animal shelter advisory board.

(b) The animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit for the keeping, care and protection of an infant
wild animal native to this area which has been deemed to be homeless until such time as it may be safely
released or permit issued for its keeping by the department as provided by subsection (a).

(c) Subsection (a) shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, perfarming animal exhibitions or circuses.

(Code 1961, § 4-16(g); Ord. No. 18642, § 1, 12-2-92; Ord. No. 20257, 8 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-26. - Feeding of cats in Lafreniere Park prohibited except in designated areas; registration and permit required.

(a) No person shall feed cats on the premises of Lafreniere Park except in those places specifically designated,
signed and posted for the feeding of cats, and only after registering and obtaining a permit from the Jefferson
Parish Recreation Department. Registration procedures and enforcement requirements shall be established by
the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter and the Jefferson Parish Recreation Department.

(b) There shall be no cost for said registration, which shall be renewed biannually.

() Anyone observed by designated parish staff to be feeding cats in violation of this section will be provided a
warning on first observation, Following this warning, upon a second or subsequent observation by parish staff of
feeding of cats, a notice to appear at a hearing will be issued where the parish may request that a fine of up to
five hundred daliars ($500.00) be imposed.

(Ord. No. 25184 , & 1, 7-27-16)

Sec. 7-27. - Animals in restaurants and other businesses.
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Animals shall not be permitted in restaurants or other places serving food, establishments selling food or edible
products, or in any place of business when prohibited by the owner of same. This provision shall not apply to

professionally-trained guide dogs for the disabled.

(Code 1961, § 4-17(h): Ord. No. 20257, § 4, 1-14-98)

Sec, 7-28. - Clean-up and disposal of excreta.

If any part of a public street or square or the private property of a person other than the owner or keeper of an animal
shall be soiled by the excreta of such animal, whether such nuisance shall take place in the presence of the owner or keeper
or not, the owner or keeper shall promptly remove such excreta and dispose of it in a sanitary manner.

(Code 1961, § 4-17(}))

Sec. 7-29, - Operating funds.,

The parish council shall provide annually for the operation of the animal shelter department an amount from the ad

valorem taxes for the health unit for that year.

(Code 1961, § 4-12(d); Ord. No, 20257, § 6, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-30. - Fees and charges.

In consideration of the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter's discretion to place impounded animals as the animal shelter
deems reasonable as stated in_chapter 7, the director of the animal shelter ar the designee may authorize a reduction
and/or waiver of the following fees if facts of the particular incident warrant such. The request and the basis for a reduction
and the authorization from the director shall be made in writing,

(8) Shelter redemption fees and charges for dogs, cats and other types of animals. Redemption fees for dogs, cats

and other types of animals are as follows:
(1) Licensed dog or cat, wearing a current tag.

a. Boarding fee per day ....$7.00

b. Redemption fee .....50.00

¢. Microchip .....20.00

d. DAZPL and Bordatella vaccinations (dog) .....20.00

e. FVRCP and Bordatella vaccinations (cat) .....20.00
(2) Licensed dog or cat not wearing a tag.

a. Boarding fee per day .....7.00

b. Redemption fee .....55.00

¢. Microchip .....20.00

d. DAZ2PL and Bordatella vaccinations (dog) .....20.00

e. FVRCP and Bordatella vaccinations (cat) .....20,00
{3) Unlicensed dog or cat.

a. Boarding fee per day .....7.00

b. Redemption fee ....60.00
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¢. Microchip .....20.00
d. DAZ2PL and Bordatella vaccinations (dog) .....20.00
e. FVRCP and Bordatella vaccinations (cat) .....20,00
f. Rabies vaccination and license .....15.00

All redemption fees are in addition to the shelter charges in_section 7-30(c) if applicable for vaccination and
licensing. The per day fee includes any portion of a day,

(b) Additional redemption fees for subsequent impoundments

(1) The additional redemption fees for additional impoundments occurring within twenty-four (24) months of a
previous impoundment, both licensed and unlicensed dogs and cats, are as follows:

a. Second impoundment .....$100.00
b. Third impoundment ...,.200.00
¢. Fourth and subsequent impoundment .....500.00

(2) If redemption is allowed, the additional redemption fees for subsequent impoundments of dangerous
animals are as follows:

a. Second impoundment .....$250.00
b. Third impoundment .....500.00

(3) On the second impoundment of any animal, occurring within a twenty-four-month period of a previous
impoundment, the animat shall be spayed or neutered. All veterinary costs for the spaying or neutering shall
be borne by the owner.

All redemption fees are in addition to the shelter charges in_section 7-30(c) if applicable for vaccination and
licensing. The per day fee includes any portion of a day.

(€) Other shefter charges: Animal shelter charges are as follows:
(1} a. Rabies vaccination fee and license for altered animals .....15,00

Rabies vaccination fee and license for unaltered animals .....20.00

b. Rabies vaccination fee and license for registered animal rescue group .....5.00
{2) Booster vaccinations for puppies and kittens adopted from the shelter .....20.00
{3) Adoption fees:

a. Dogs, puppies 67.00/cats and kittens 50.00

1. The director or the designee of the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter has the authority to set further
reduced adoption fees for special events/sales

2. Fee does not include a one hundred dollar ($100.00) sterilization deposit if the shelter veterinarian
determines that the animal is unfit at the time to undergo surgery. The deposit is in addition to the
adoption fee and will be refunded after the shelter veterinarian performs the surgery, or the private
veterinarian certifies that he has performed the surgery.

b. Reserved.
c. Goats and pigs .....25.00
d. Equine species, plus direct costs .....10.00
e. Other small animals .....25,00
(4) Rabies observation .....75.00
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a. Boarding fee per day or any part of a day .....10.00
b. DA2PL and Bordatella vaccinations {dog) .....20.00
¢. FVYRCP and Bordatella vaccinations (cat) .....20.00
d. Rabies vaccination and license .....7.00
e. Microchip .....10.00

{5) Veterinarians shall issue a Jefferson Parish license for each dog or cat vaccinated that resides in Jefferson
Parish and collect an annual fee as provided in this section. The veterinarian shall collect fifteen dollars
{$15.00) for each altered animal and twenty dollars ($20.00) for each unaltered animal vaccinated for rabies.
In the event that a multiple year vaccination is given, the fee shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) for altered
animals or twenty dollars ($20.00) for unaltered animals per year of the length of the vaccination. These fees
shall be remitted to the animal shelter at the end of every month. Veterinarians that perform rabies
vaccinations In Jefferson Parish shall issue a valid Jefferson Parish license tag,

{6) Annual rabies vaccination campaign. Rabies vaccination fee and license for altered and unaltered animals in

conjunction with the annual rabies vaccination campaign .....15.00
{7) Microchip for a reclaimed, owner or adopted animal .....20.00

(8) Microchip for an animal returned to an owner after an attack or bite case investigation or rabies observation

quarantine .....25.00

(9) Veterinary medical physicals on animals for forensic purposes, bite case animals and animals impounded as

evidence in a cruelty investigation pending a court hearing .....50.00

Permit fees: No permit as provided for In division 5 of this article shall be issued until the applicable fee, as
follows, has been paid to the animal shelter department. All permit fees are on an annual basis and must be
renewed prior to January first of each year. A fee for an initial application for a period of less than a full year shall

be half of the amount shown, except for transient zoos. Annual permit fees are as follows:
(1) For each pet shop .....$100.00

{2) For each dealer.....1,000.00

(3) For each dealer breeder .....1,000.00

{4) For each auction .....100.00

{5) For each kennel:

0—49 pounds .....25.00
50 pounds and over .....50.00

(6) For each guard dog:
0—49 pounds .....25.00

50 pounds and over .....50.00

(7) For each commercial stable or livery .....100.00
(8) Registration as stable manager (nontransferable) .....100.00
(9) Renewal of registration as stable manager .....10.00

{10) For each grooming shop .....100,00
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(Code 1961, § 4-23; Ord. No. 15741, 1, 10-5-83; Ord. No. 16251, § |, 11-14-84; Ord. No. 17369, § IV, 11-4-87: Ord. No. 18645, §
2,12-2-92; Ord. No. 19113, § 1, 6-8-94; Ord. No. 20257, § 7, 1-14-98; Ord. Na. 21998, § 2, 9-17-03; Ord, No., 22945, §§ 1—3,
12-13-06; Ord. No. 23438, § 5, 11-19-08; Ord. No. 23710, § 1, 12-9-09; Ord. No. 23784, § 2, 3-24-10; Ord. No, 23808, 51, 5-12-
10; Ord. No. 23913, § 1, 11-3-10; Ord. No, 24037, § 1, 6-15-11; Ord. No. 24247, § 1, 3-28-12; Ord. No. 25634, § 1, 8-8-1 8)

Sec. 7-31. - Disposition of fees.

(a) All fees received from the rabies vaccination and license fees shall be allocated as follows:
(1) Shelter operations. The animal shelter shall retain the following fees for shelter operations:
a. Five dollars {$5.00) from each annual vaccination and license fee; and
b. The five dollar ($5,00) vaccination and license fee paid by registered animal rescue groups.

(2) Spay/neuter programs, Ten dollars ($10.00) from each altered and fifteen dollars ($15.00) from each
unaltered animal's vaccination and license fee, twenty-five dollars ($25.00) from each responsible breeder
permit and nine hundred dollars {$900.00) from each dealer/dealer breeder permit shall be used by the
director of the animal shelter to promulgate and administer a program, the objectives of which shall be, inter
alia, to provide a low cost/ho cost spay/neuter program for Jefferson Parish and an educational program on
responsible pet ownership.

(3) The Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter will refund ane dollar ($1.00) per processed rabies tag back to the

veterinarian/veterinary clinic in a joint collaboration of support towards the spay/neuter program.

(b) All fees received from the adaption of animals, the reclaiming of pets, and permits shall be used by the animal
shelter department for its operations. The fee schedule shall be approved annually by the council.

(Code 1961, § 4-12(e); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98; Ord. No. 23784, § 3, 3-24-10; Ord. No. 24029, § 1, 6-15-1 1

Sec. 7-32. - Laws of other jurisdictions,

.

The provisions of the following federal laws shall govern in the parish, except that there shall be no exemption of
laboratory animals from the state and parish anti-cruelty statutes and ordinances:
(1) Laboratary Animal Welfare Act, F.L. 89-544, 8/24/66;
{2) Animal Welfare Act, P.L. 91-579, 11/24/70;
{3) Horse Protection Act, P.L, 91-540, 11/2/70.
(Code 1961, § 4-26)

Sec. 7-33. - Reserved.

Editor's note-~ Section 7-33, prescribing penalties for violation of this article, derived from Code 1961, §5 4-17(e), 4-25, was
repealed by § VI of Ord. No. 17369, adopted Nov. 4, 1987,

Secs. 7-34—7-45., - Reserved.

DIVISION 2. - ANIMAL SHELTER IMPOUNDMENT

é Footnoles:
()
|
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Annotation—~Farish had no jiability for damages arising from alleged assault of homeowners and illegal search of their premises by deputy
sherlff occurring when fie and parish dogeatcher aftempied to jocate and seize homeowner's dog. The sheriff's office exists and functions
independenitly of the governing body of the parish. Brister v. Parish of Jefferson, 373 So.2d 53 (Ls. App. 4th Cir. 1981)

5ec. 7-46. - Reasons for impoundment generally.

(a)

(b)

Whenever animals are kept within any building or on any premises without food, water or proper care and
attention, or are kept in violation of the provisions of this article, or are infected with disease, or kept under
conditions which could endanger public health or create a nuisance, it shall be the duty of any authorized
employee of the animal shelter department, or any person issued and authorized to wear the animal shelter
hadge, to enter the building or premises to take possession of and remove the animals so abandoned or
neglected. Animals and birds so impounded shall not be released before the reason for causing the

impoundment has been corrected,

tf any impounded animal, other than a dog or cat impounded for being at large, is not reciaimed by the owner
upon payment of impoundment and daily board fees and compliance with other legal requirements for keeping
an animal, or if the reason for causing the impoundment is not corrected within a reasonable time, the animal
shall be held for such time as the director deems reasonable, considering the animal's probable value, condition
of health and suitability for use. Upon expiration of such reasonable time, the director of the animal shelter may
offer the animal for adoption, or it may be humanely destroyed.

(Code 1961, § 4-21(a); Ord. No, 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-47. - Impoundment of dogs.

{a)

(b)

()

Sefzure or notice to owner. Dogs feund by the animal shelter department to be at large may be seized and
impounded, or as an alterrative, the humane officer finding the dog at large may Issue a natice to the owner that
his dog is in violation of this section. Such notice will impose upon the dog owner a fine of ten dollars ($10.00)
and shall be paid to the parish in person ar by mail within five (5} days of the time the notice was served. Failure
to make such payment shall render such owner subject to the penalties provided for in_section 7-33.

Redemption, The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of any impounded dog upon payment of the
impoundment and daily board fees and compliance with vaccination/registration requirements; provided
application for such possession, with payment of all required fees, is made within four (4) days, exclusive of
Sundays and all legal holidays, after impoundment.

Escaped dogs. Should any dog be captured while at large by the animal shelter department or its agent, and shall
escape the agents by entering premises of the owner or keeper, or any other person, and such owner, keeper or
person refuses to deliver such dog to such agents of the department, such owner, keeper or person shall be
subject to the penalties provided for in_section 7-33.

(Code 1961, § 4-17(c), (d), (e); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98; Ord. No. 23739, 8 1, 1-27-10)

Sec. 7-48. - Notification of dog and cat owners,

After impoundment of a dog or cat which can be identified by a license tag or other ready means, the animal shelter

shall make every reasonable effort to notify the owner and the owner may claim his animal within five (5) days, exclusive of

Sundays and legal holidays, after impoundment. If the owner does not claim his animal, or if no claim is made on an animal

of unknown ownership after five (5) days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, the animal shelter may dispose of the

animal by adoption or euthanasia.
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(Code 1961, § 4-21({b))

Sec. 7-49, - Taking in and disposition of unwanted animals.

Owners of unwanted animals may bring and release such animals to the animal shelter at no cost to the owner to be

made available for adoption or other dispositicn in the discretion of the animal shelter,

(Code 1961, § 4-22(a))

Sec, 7-50. - Impoundment of cats, rabbits, raccoons, etc.

The animal shelter department may impound any cat, rabbit, raccoon, opossum, hamster, guinea pig, gerbil, and any
other animal of like nature, found to be at large. Any such animal impounded may be reclaimed by the owner upon
payment of impoundment and daily board fees and compliance with other legal requirements for keeping of such animal. If
no claim is made on any such animal after four (4) days of impoundment, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, the

animal shelter may humanely dispose of same in its discretion.

{Code 1961, § 4-22(b); Ord. No. 20257, 8 1, 1-14-98; Ord. No, 23739, 8§ 1, 1-27-10)

Sec. 7-51. - Exception to holding time.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the animal shelter may, in its discretion, dispose of any

animal impounded under the provisions of section 7-47 or_7-50 at any time after the animal's owner is notified of

the impoundment if the owner states that he does not wish to redeem the animal.

() The animal shelter may, within its discretion, dispose of any animal released to the shelter by its owner under
section 7-49 at any time after two (2) days, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, have elapsed from the time of
the owner's release of the animal, except that the shelter may at any time within its discretion dispose of litters
of kittens or puppies released to the shelter by their owner,

(Code 1961, 8 4-21(c); Ord. No. 18121, 8 1, 10-24-90; Ord. No. 18321, 7-10-91)

Sec. 7-51.5. - Reserved.,

Editor's note— Section 7.51.5, authorizing the impoundment of animals pending hearing, derived from Ord. No. 15831, § 1,
adopted Jan. 4, 1984, was repealed by § VI of Ord. No. 17369, adopted Nov. 4, 1987,

Sec. 7-52. - Release of impounded animal.

{a) Animals shall be released from the animal shelter to their owners upon payment of appropriate impoundment
and boarding or other fees, and only if the owner produces evidence that the animal, if a dog or cat, has a
current valid license, or the dog or cat is Inoculated with an anti-rabies vaccine as set forth in Division 3 of this
article and a current license issued before the dog or cat may be released, or the owner signs a pledge assuring
that he will have the dog or cat inoculated with an anti-rabies vaccine as set forth in Division 3 of this article

within one (1) week of its release to its owner,

(b) Any person adopting an unspayed or unneutered dog or cat from the animal shelter department must sign a
pledge assuring that he will have the animal spayed or neutered within twenty (20) days or as soon as it reaches

an appropriate age as certified by a veterinarian. With the pledge must be deposited a fee as set forth in_section
7-30{c) of this article.
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(Code 1961, 8 4-21{d); Ord. No, 20257, §§ 1, 5, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-53. - Disposal for medical or scientific experimentation prohibited.

No animals which might otherwise be destroyed or made available for adoption may he sold or given by the animal
shelter department for medical or scientific experimentation so fong as any public funds or tax receipts are used for the

operation of the animal shelter or the department whether directly or by contract.

(Code 1961, § 4-21(e); Ord, No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec., 7-54. - Disposal by euthanasia,

It shall be the duty of the director of the animal shelter, and he is hereby so authorized and empowered, to issue and
slgn a death warrant and order euthanasia for any animal lawfully taken into the custody of the animal shelter department
which in the opinion of the director is by reason of old age unfit for further use, or which is adjudged by a written request of
a licensed veterinarian to be infected with any dangerous or communicable disease other than rabies, or which is in an
incurably crippled condition, or is afflicted with intractable pain or incurable disease.

{Code 1961, § 4-21(n}, Ord. No. 20257, 8 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-55. - Liability of owner for dogs at-large.

(a) In addition to the fees and charges to be paid to the animal shelter for the release of any impounded dog any
owner who has permitted his licensed or unlicensed dog to roam at-large may be found guilty of a violation of
this article and shall be subject to a penalty as set forth in_section 7-30,

(b) For the first offense, an owner shall have the option to pay either the fees and charges set forth In_section 7-30 or
the cost to have the animal spayed or neutered by the animal shelter or a low cost spay/neuter clinic prior to
releasing an intact, unaltered dog found to be at-large.

{c) For the second offense (found to be at-large twice in their lifetime) any intact, unaltered dog shall be spayed or
neutered at the owner's cost prior to its release from impoundment, unless:

(1) The heatth of the dog as determined by a licensed veterinarian, prohibits its spaying or neutering (hereinafter
"alteration"); or

(2) The owner provides proof from a veterinarian that the dog has been altered; or
(3) The dog is less than four (4) manths of age; or

(4) The owner provides valid awnership papers verifying the purebred status of the dog and the owner pays a
subsequent impoundment fee as established in_section 7-30(h) in order to avoid alteration of the purebred
dog. In the event the owner elects to have the animal spayed/neutered prior to its release the cost of these

services shall be deducted from the impoundment fee.

(Code 1961, § 4-21(g); Ord. No. 23784, § 4, 3-24-10; Ord. No. 25567, § 1, 4-25-18)

Editor’'s note~- Ord. No. 25567, § 1, adopted April 25, 2018, amended_§ 7-55 and in so doing changed the title of said

section from "Liability of owner for dogs and/or cats at-large" to "Liability of owner for dogs at-large," as set out herein,

Sec. 7-56, - Records.
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The animal shelter department shall maintain a proper animal shelter and pound for any animals seized by it, and shall
keep proper books in which shall be registered all animals brought to its shelter, by whom brought, the date of their being
released or destroyed, and the amount of fees paid, which books will be opened for public inspection,

(Cade 1961, § 4-24; Ord. No. 20257, 5§ 1, 1-14-98)
Secs. 7-57—7-65, - Reserved,

DIVISION 3, - REGISTRATION AND VACCINATION OF DOGS AND CATS

Sec. 7-66. - Required.

It shall be the duty of the owner or keeper of every dog or cat over four (4) months old to register same with the animal
shelter departrent by purchasing a dog or cat license. Such license shall be dated and indicate the number of the license
tag issued for the dog or cat at the time it is vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian or licensed veterinary technologist with
appropriate anti-rabies vaccine at the owner's expense. The license tag shall indicate the current calendar year and the
telephone number of the animal shelter. The license tag shall be fastened to the dog's collar or harness and worn at all
times when the dog is off the premises of the owner, The license must be renewed no later than ene (1) year from the latest
vaccination date and no dog or cat shall be vaccinated without the issuance of a license or licensed without a current rables
vaccination. If a license tag is lost, a duplicate tag may be issued for a specified charge upon presentation of the original
license receipt.

(Code 1961, 8 4-13(a); Ord. No, 20257, 8 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-67. - Exemption for nonresidents.

Provisions of this article for licensing and registration shall not apply to animals owned by nonresidents of the parish.

(Code 1961, § 4-16(I))

Sec. 7-68. - Feas; exemptions.

(a) Each registration fee under this division shall be accompanied by the license fee. All such registration fees, by
whamever collected, are payable to the animal shelter department upon demand.

(b) Fee exempt registrations may be issued for the following:
(1) Police or sheriff's department dogs;
(2) Dogs trained to lead the blind (professionally-trained guide dogs for the disabled).
(Code 1961, § 4-13(b), (d); Ord. No. 20257, 88 1, 4, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-69. - Dealer license option,

All dealers who have permits, may at their option pay the animal shelter department or its designee an annual
registration fee as specified in section 7-30(d) by January thirty-first of each year, in lieu of registering his dogs or cats
individually in accordance with thls section; provided further, that no dog may be sold unless it has been inoculated against
distemper, hepatitis and leptospirosis and alse for rabies if four (4) months or older, and that no cat may be sold unless it
has been inoctdated against distemper, rhinotracheitis and calici, and also for rabies if four {4) months or older.
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{Code 1961, § 4-13(h); Ord. No. 18645, § 3, 12-2-92: Ord. No. 20257, 81, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-70. - Disposition of tags.

The animal shelter department is directed to cause to be made, prior to January first of each year, license tags of
aluminum, brass or other suitable material, consecutively numbered, bearing the calendar year and the telephone number
of the animal shelter, which license tag shall be distributed and placed for sale, commencing January first of each year, by
the department or any suitable agents it may designate to handle the sale of such license tags in the parish. The
department shall furnish such tags to all its agents or representatives it authorizes to administer the vaccination and issue
the license, and applying for same, at the specified charge, such tags to be available for use only for the year in which
issued. Before the tag is delivered to the owner or keeper of the dog or cat, it shall be the duty of the department, or its
representative, to record on the dog or cat license the name, address and telephone number of the person who owns or
has charge of the dog or cat to which the tag is to be attached, a brief description of the dog or cat and the registered tag
number assigned to same. A duplicate copy of the dog or cat license, containing all the aforesaid information will be
retained and forwarded to the animal shelter for filing as soon as practicable, The department shall, before the license is
issued, require inoculation of the dog or cat with an approved and recognized antirabies vaccine, administered by a

licensed veterinarian, or any other person the department may designate.

(Code 1961, § 4-13(e.2); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-71. - Tag exemption for hunting and show dogs.

{(a) Dogs used for hunting, on exhibition at American Kennel Club or other approved shows, engaged in a specific
"dog club" sponsored race or trial, and such dogs while being transported to and from such events need not
wear their collars nor their tags.

(b) Police service dogs need not wear collars or tags while in service.

(Code 1961, 8 4-13(c); Ord. No, 21420, § 3, 10-24-01)

Sec, 7-72. - Counterfeiting of tags prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to counterfeit or imitate the license tag provided by the animal shelter department or

for any person to put on a dog or cat any such counterfeit or imitation tag, or to use a license tag on a dog or cat for which
it was not issued.

(Code 1961, § 4-13(f); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-73. - Removal of tags.

It shall be unlawful for any person to malicieusly or wantonly remove, or cause to be removed, directly or indirectly, any
tag from the dog of another persan.

{Code 1961, § 4-13(g))

Sec. 7-74. - Annual rabies vaccination campaign.

The parish animal shelter Is directed to conduct, as a public health service, an annual rabies vaccination campaign.

{Code 1961, § 4-13(e.1); Ord, No. 21110, § 1, 10-18-00)
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Secs, 7-75—7-79, - Reserved,

DIVISION 4. - RABIES CONTROL AND BITE CASES

Foathotes:

— (3 —

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24102, §§ 1—7, adopted August 31, 2011, amendad Div. 4, in its entirety, to read as herein set out in §§ 7-80—7-86.
Prior to inclusion of sald ordinance, Div. 4 pertained to similar subject malfer. See aiso the Code Comparative Table.

Sec. 7-80. - General.

In addition to other penalties, controls or requirements of this chapter, the provisions of this division shall be applicable

whenever an animal bites or inflicts severe injury on a human being.

(Ord. No. 24102, § 1, 8-31-11)

Sec. 7-81. - Treatment of animals which have bitten persons.

(a) Shouid an animal bite a person, or be reported to have bitten a person within the limits of the parish, it shall be
the duty of the owner, alleged victim or the person having the alleged animal in his possession or under his
control te: (1) immediately notify the animal shelter department, and surrender the animal to any animal control
officer, animal shelter director or designee of the parish animal shelter department, who is herewith authorized
and empowered to enter the premises in order to make any inspection or examination of the animal as may be
deemed necessary by the animal shelter department and {2) provide evidence of the bite including but not
limited to a written statement of the incident, photographs, and/or a doctor's report. It shall be the duty of the
parish animal shelter department to impound ¢r cause te be impounded any such animal that has bitten a
human for a period of ten (10) days for observation either in the hospital facilities of a licensed veterinarian in
Jefferson Parish or at the parish animal shelter and in rare cases, quarantined at the owner’s home pursuant to
subsection (b}. The animal shelter veterinarian, parish health unit, or other designated and qualified person may
order the destruction of such animal upon displaying symptoms of lliness and send the specimen to the bureau
of laboratories of the state department of health for a rabies laboratory test. Destruction of such animal is
considered an emergency and such destruction shall be done without notice to the owner, keeper and/or
harborer or a hearing. Such destruction without a right to notice or a hearing is due to the imminent nature of
the disease as such presents an imminent danger to the life, safety and welfare of the victim(s) and others
exposed to the animal.

(b) A home guarantine of the dog or cat, with the approval of the animal shelter director or designee may be

allowed if the following conditions are met;

(1) The animal must be current on its rabies vaccination;

{2) The bite does not result in severe injury;

{3) There was only one (1} victim;

{4) There is no previous bite, attack or running at large history for the animal;

{5) The owner, caregiver, or person that has custody or possession of said animal is willing to sign the
appropriate home quarantine agreement understanding that any violation of the agreement will result in
impoundment of the animal at the animal shelter or a veterinary clinic in Jefferson Parish;
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{6) The owner, caregiver, or person having custody or possessicn of the animal must agree to not have said anima!l
for rabies until completion of the ten-day quarantine, and release by the parish animal shelter;

{7) An animal contral officer must verify that the owner, caretaker, or person having custody or possession of
the animal has the ability to securely, safely, and humanely confine such animal for the ten-day quarantine
period;

{8) The anima! must appear to be healthy at the time the home quarantine begins.

If the director of the animal shelter or designee determines that such animal may be confined under the control
or custody of the owner or persen having control over it, the owner or persen shall notify the animal shelter
departiment immediately if the animal shows any symptoms of sickness or abnormal behavicr, or escapes, and if
such animal dies during confinement, such person having custody thereof shall netify the animal shelter and
surrender the body to the animal shelter department for rabies testing for preparation and submission to the
parish health department. Failure to notify as provided herein shall result in penalties in_sgction 7-84 and/or
other provisions of this Code.

If a home guarantine is allowed, an animal contro! officer shall conduct a visual examination of the animal and
photograph it at the outset af and upon conclusion of the ten-day period take additional photographs of the
animal prior to releasing it from such home quarantine if the animal appears to be healthy.

If the animal centrol officer finds any signs of ilness or change in behavior of the home guarantined animal, the
officer must immediately notify the shelter veterinarian or director or other designee, to determine a proper
course of action.

{Ord. No. 24102, § 2, 8-31-11)

Sec, 7-82. - Exemption for certain animals.

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

This sectian shall not apply except in the discretion of the parish health unit to small caged pets such as mice,
rats, gerbils, hamsters or guinea pigs and any other animal that may be specifically excluded by the animal
shelter veterinarian or parish health unit.

Nen-mammalian animals are not capable of contracting rabies or infecting other animals with the rabies virus.

Therefore animals that are avian, reptilian, or amphibian will not require ten-day rabies quarantine or testing.

Certain mammals, particularly "wild" animals, including but not limited to raccoons, skunks, and bats that bite a
human will require immediate euthanasia and rabies testing. These animals are considered to be mare likely to
carry and transmit the rabies virus than other mammals. Ferrets can be quarantined and observed for ten-day
observation only with the approval of the state public health veterinarian and only if current rabies vaccination
can be verified for the biting animal. Exceptions to required testing of wildlife may be made only by the state
public health veterinarian for properly licensed wildlife rehabilitators and only at the specific, written request of
the victim.

Livestock animals that bite a human are handled at the discretion of the animal shelter veterinarian. Such

handling may include testing which results in euthanasia.

(Ord. No. 24102, 8 3, 8-31-11)

Sec. 7-83. - Surrender of animals exposed to rabies.

{f any mammal is suspected of having been exposed to rabies, all persons having knowledge of such condition or event
shall forthwith notify the animal shelter department or their agents, and shall fully advise same of all the facts and

circumstances involved. Such animal may be quarantined, confined, or humanely destroyed under the direction and
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supervision of the parish animal shelter or state public veterinarian as deemed advisable in rabies control upon successful

quarantine the animal may be released,

(Ord. Na. 24102, § 4, 8-31-11)

Sec. 7-84. - Refusal to surrender or report an animal; penalty

{a) No person shall fail or refuse to surrender an animal for supervised quaranting, confinement or humane
destruction as required herein for rabies control when deemed advisable by the animal shelter department or
notify the animal shelter as required in_section 7-81.

{b) It shall be the duty of every veterinarian having an anirat quarantined for a bite incident to submit a report to
the animal shelter department as to the condition of the quarantined animal on the initial day of observation and
the tenth day immediately following the date of the bite incident to the animal shelter veterinarian or director,

{c) Failure to surrender or report such animal is considered endangerment to the public and a violation of this code
and subject to a hearing. Penalties for refusal to surrender shall be punished pursuant to the provisions of this

Code and subject to a hearing before a court of competent jurisdiction and penalties provided in this Code.

(Ord, Na. 24102, § 5, 8-31-11)

Sec. 7-85, - Release of animal from guarantine at the parish animal shelter.

Any animal impounded or confined for rabies quarantine at the animal shelter shall be refeased upon completion of the
ten (10) days observation period only upon authorization of the parish animal shelter veterinarian, director or director's

designee. Any such animal, if a dog or cat, must have a valid license and vaccination before it may be released.

{Ord. No. 24102, § 6, 8-31-11)

Sec. 7-86. - Testing and destruction of animals indicating rabies.

Should any animal undergoeing the ten (10} days observation for having bitten a person show indication of illness or
change in behavior, it shall be the duty of the animal shelter department to destroy such animal after confirming such need
by a licensed veterinarian. The parish health unit or the aniral shelter shall send the specimen of any such animal, and alsa
the specimen of any animal which died during the rabies quarantine, to the bureau of laboratories of the state department
of health for a rabies laboratory test. Upon notification to the animal shelter veterinarian or director that a rabies test is
positive, the animal shelter director or veterinarian shall then handie the results pursuant to the Center for Disease Control

Guidelines.

{Ord, No. 24102,8 7, 8-31-11)
Secs, 7-87—7-95. - Reserved.

DIVISION 5. - COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS AND STABLES

Sec. 7-96. - Pet shops.

(a) Permit required. No person shall operate a pet shop unless a permit to operate such establishment shall have
been granted by the animal shelter department. Application procedures and requirements for such permit shall
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be in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the animal shelter advisory board under the
provisions of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the permit fee shall be as stated in
section 7-30 for each permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of the calendar year.

Requirements for holding of permit. All pet shops, including pet shops operated in conjunction with another
holding facility, shall in addition to all other requirements of this article comply with the requirements set forth
below. Failure to meet these requirements shall be grounds for denial of a permit to operate a pet shop or

revocation of any previously issued permit.

Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter
department at #1 Humane Way, P.O. Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be requested in writing or by
telephone. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above
address, If an applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment. Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than three
(3) months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not
being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal shelter department that all pertinent
requirements are being met, the director shall forthwith issue a regular permit which shall be valid until
December thirty-first of the year issued.

Renewal of permits. Prior to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling permits must
renew same by applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and
remitting the current annual permit fee.

Inspection. All pet shops shall be subject to inspection at any time by the animal shelter department.
Prohibitions. No pet shop may keep or offer for sale to the public any wild or exotic species of land animals,
reptiles or birds that falls under Class | designated by the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter's "Rules for Wiid or
Exotic Animals" including, but not limited to: felines other than domestic cats; simians of all types including
monkeys, apes and chimpanzees; opossums; skunks; raccoons and poisonous snakes.

Minimum standards for care of animals:

(1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times. Containers are to be cleaned and
disinfected each day. All water containers shall be removable for cleaning and be mounted so that the
animals cannot turh them over;

(2) Cage temperatures shall be maintained at a fevel that is healthful for the species of animal kept in the cage;

(3) All cages and enclosures shall be of metal ar nonporous plastic material for easy cleaning and disinfecting.
Each cage must be of sufficient size so as to provide the minimum cage area per animal as specified in the
tables of sections 7-107—7-109, depending upon the period of confinement. Cage floors shall be of solid

matetial, or if of open mesh construction at {east ane-half (1) of the floor area shall be covered with

cardboard, multiple layers of paper, plastic sheet or other continuous substantial material;

(4} All animals under three (3) months of age are to be fed at least three (3) times per twenty-four (24) hours.
Food for all animals shall be served in a clean dish so mounted that the animal cannot readily tip it over or
defecate or urinate in same;

(5) Each bird must have sufficient room to sit on a perch, Perches shall be placed paratlel to each other in the
same cage. Cages must be cleaned every day and cages must be disinfected when birds are sold. Parrots and
other large birds shall have separate cages from smaller birds;

(6) The water temperature for fish shall be maintained at a constant temperature that is healthful;
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{7} There shall be sufficient clean, dry bedding in each cage to meet the needs of each individua! animal. Boxes of s
prepared litter shall be provided for cats;

{8) No animals shall be kept in darkness during daylight hours;

(9) All animals must be fed, and watered, and their cages shall be cleaned every day, including Saturdays,

Sundays and holidays;
(10) Adult animals of opposite sexes shall not be kept in common cages;
(11} Feeding of reptiles is to be conducted before opening hours or after closing hours.

{hy Records; number and person to contact in emergency. The holder of any pet shop permit shall keep available for
Inspection on the premises a record that shall show the name, current address and telephone number of the
owner of each animal kept at the facility, the date such animal entered the facility, the reason for such animal
being at the facility such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooming; the description of the animal, including its
age, breed, sex and color. The owner shall place in a visible place the name, address and telephone number of
the parish animal shelter, or other party who can be contacted in case of emergency, to assume the care of the
animals on the premises. In addition, the holder shall furnish to the parish animal shelter the name, address and
telephone number of the veterinarian or ather responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the holder in case
of emergency.

{iy Any advertisements promulgated by a pet shop for the sale of any animals shall include the Jefferson Parish
Animal Shelter Permit number. The pet shop shall display the nhumber on the bottom right hand side of the ad
using the verbiage "[P Permit no. (fill in number)

(Code 1961, 88 4-15(a), (a.1}, {e.1); Ord. No. 18643, § 1, 12-2-92; Ord. No. 18644, § 1, 12-2-92; Ord. No. 20257, 88 1, 3, 1-14-08;
Ord. No, 23784, § 6, 3-24-10)

Sec. 7-97. - Public kennels and public auctions.

(8) Permit required. No person shall operate a public auction or a public kennel unless a permit to operate such
establishment shall have been granted by the animal shelter department. Application procedures and
reguirements for such permit shall be in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the animal
shelter advisory board under the provisions of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the
permit fee shall be as stated in_section 7-30 for each permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of
the calendar year.

(b) Requirements for holding permit. All public kennels shall, in addition to all other requirements of this article,
comply with the requirements set forth below. Failure to meet these requirements shall be grounds for denial of

a permit to operate a public kennel or revocation of any previously issued permit.

(c} Appilication for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter
department at #1 Humane Way, P.O. Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be reguested in writing or by
telephone. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above
address. If an applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment. Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for mare than three
{3) months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not
being met, Upon certification by an autherized representative of the animal shelter department that ali pertinent
requirements are being met, the director shall forthwith issue a regular permit which shall be, valid until
December thirty-first of the year issued,
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Renewal of permits, Prior to December thirty-first of each year all holders of animal handling permits must renew s.
applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and remitting the current
permit fee,

Inspection. All public kennels shall be subject to inspection at any time by the animal shelter department.
Minimum standards for care of animals:

(1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times, Containers are to be cleaned and
disinfected each day, All water containers shall be remocvable for cleaning and be mounted so that the

animals cannot turn them over;
(2) Cage temperatures shalt be maintained at a level that is healthful for the species of animal kept in the cage;

(3) All cages and enclosures shall be of metal or honporous plastic material for easy cleaning and disinfecting.
Each cage must be of sufficient size to provide the minimum area per animal as given in the tables of sections
1-107—7-109, depending upon the period of confinerent. Cage floors shall be of solid material, or if of open
mesh construction at least one-half () of the floor area shall be covered with cardboard, multiple layers of

paper, plastic sheet or other continuous substantial material;

{4} All animals under three (3) months of age are to be fed at least three (3) times per twenty-four (24) hours.
Food for all animals shall be served in a clean dish so mounted that the animal cannot readily tip it over or

defecate or urinate in same;

{5) There shal! be sufficient clean, dry bedding in each cage to meet the needs of each individual animal. Boxes
of sand or prepared litter shall be provided for cats;

{6) No animals shall be kept in darkness during daylight hours;

(7) All animals must be fed, and watered, and their cages shall be cleaned every day, including Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays;

(8) Adult animals of opposite sexes shall not be kept in the same cage or run.

Records; number and person to contact in emergencies. The holder of any public kennel or public auction

permit, shall keep available for inspection on the premises a record that shall show the name, current address
and telephone number of the owner of each animal kept at the facility, the date such animal entered the facility,
the reason for such animal being at the facility, such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooming; the description
of the animal, including its age, breed, sex and color. The owner shall place in a visible place the name, address
and telephone number of the parish animal shelter, or other party who can be contacted in case of emergency,
to assume the care of the animais on the premises. [n addition, the holder shall furnish to the parish animal
shelter the name, address and telephone number of the veterinarian or other responsible party authorized to act
on behalf of the holder in case of emergency.

(Code 1961, § 4-15(b), (b.1), (e.1); Ord. No. 18645, § 4, 12-2-92; Ord. No. 20257, §8 1, 3, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-98. - K-9 or guard or attack dog services.

(a) Permit required. No person shall operate a K-9 or guard or attack dog service unless a permit to operate such

establishment shall have been granted by the animal shelter department, Application procedures and
requirements for such permit shall ke in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the animal
shelter advisory board under the provisions of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the
permit fee shall be as stated in_section 7-30 for each permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of

the calendar year,

(b) Requirements for holding of permit. All K-9 or guard or attack dog services shall, in addition to all other
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requirements of this article, comply with the requirements set forth below. Failure to meet these requirements
shall be grounds for denial of a permit or revocation of any previously issued permit,

Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter
department at #1 Humane Way, P.O. Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be requested in writing or by
telephone. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above
address. If any applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment, Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than three
{3) months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not
being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal shelter department that all pertinent
requirements are being met, the director shall forthwith issue a regular permit which shall be valid until

December thirty-first of the year issued.

Renewal of permit. Prior to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling permits must renew
same by applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and remitting

the current annual permit fee.

inspection. All premises of the K-9 or guard dog services shall be subject te inspection at any time by the animal
shelter department.

Minimum standards:

{1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times. Containers are to be cleaned and
disinfected each day. All water containers shall be removable for cleaning and be mounted so that the

animals cannot turn them over;

(2) Permanent housing for dogs not on duty or in transport shall consist of runs whose dimensions and areas
shall be at least as great as those specified for runs in the table of section 7-107. Cages may be used for
tempaorary housing not to exceed thirty (30) days, provided that the requirements of the table of section 7-
108 are met;

{3) Runs must have at least six-foot high fences completely surrounding them to which are to be added

anticlimbers, or the top must be completely covered;
{4) All gates and entrances to the runs, kennel, and training area must be kept locked when not in use;

{5) A perimeter fence at least six (6) feet high with anticlimbing devices must be installed to encircle the training

and kennel area. Fences must be maintained escape proof;

{6) Adogintraining as a guard or sentry or attack dog must be confined at all times to its kennel or run or
training area, unless he is under leash control of his handler;

{7) Cages used for the transportation of guard dogs need not conform to ali the minimum dimensions of the
table of section 7-109, however, each cage used must be of sufficient size that a dog placed in it can stand
erect with at least six {6) inches of clear space above its withers, The length of the cage must be at least six {6)
inches longer than the length of the dog from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail, and the width of the
cage should be such as to permit the dog to turn around freely. Cages shall have bottoms of solid material
and be covered so as to provide protection from the elements;

{8} When transport cages are mounted on a vehicle, sufficient space or ventilation must be provided to prevent
cage temperatures from rising more than three {3) degrees centigrade or five (5) degrees Fahrenheit above
ambient air temperature;

(9) No dogs shall be left in transport cages, except while actually in transport, for any period longer than a
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reasonable time for loading or unloading. In no case shall such reasonable time exceed thirty (30) minutes
for any ane (1) dog;
(10} All trainers of dogs for guard service must have had at least two (2) years experience in faciiities training
dogs;
(11) Procedures must be established to notify police and fire departments of the location of guard or sentry dogs
placed on guard duty without handlers.

Records; number and person to contact in emergencies. The holder of any K-9 or guard dog service permit, shall
keep available for inspection on the premises a record that shall show the name, current address and telephone
number of the owner of each animal kept at the facllity, the date such animal entered the facility, the reason for
such animal being at the facility such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooming; the description of the animal,
including its age, breed, sex and color, The owner shall place in a visible place the name, address and telephone
number of the parish animal shelter, or other party who can be contacted in case of emergency, to assume the
care of the animals on the premises. In additicn, the holder shall furnish to the parish animat shelter the name,
address and telephone number of the veterinarian or other responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the

holder in case of emergency.

(Code 1961, § 4-15(c), (c.1), {e.1); Ord. No. 20257, 88 1, 3, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-99, -

(a)

(b)

{0)

(d)

Dealer breeders and/or dealers.

Permit required. No person shall be a dealer breeder or dealer uniess a permit to operate as a dealer breeder
and/or dealer shall have been granted by the animal shelter department. Applications procedures and
requirements for such permit shall be in accordance with the rules and regulations premulgated by the animal
shelter advisory board under the provisions of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the
permit fee shall be as stated in_section 7-30 for each permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of
the calendar year. Any advertisement promulgated by a dealer breeder/dealer for the sale of any animal in
Jeffersen Parish shall include the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter Permit Number. The dealer breeder/dealer shall
display the permit number on the bottom right hand side of the ad using the verbiage "JP Permit No. (fill in

number).”

Requirements for holding of permit. All dealer breeders and dealers must, in addition to all other requirements
of this article, comply with the requirements set forth below, Failure to meet these requirements shall be

grounds for denial of a permit to operate, or revocation of any previously issued permit.

Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter
department at #1 Humane Way, P.0O. Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be requested in writing or by
telephone. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above
address. If an applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment. Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than three
(3) months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not
being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal shelter department that all pertinent
requirements are being met, the director shall forthwith issue a regutar permit which shall be valid until
Decernber thirty-first of the year issued,

Renewal of permit. Priar to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling permits must renew
same by applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and remitting
the current annual permit fee.
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(e) Inspection. The establishment of all dealer breeders and/or dealers shall be subject to inspection at any time by
the animal shelter department.

{f) Prohibitions. No dealer breeder shall allow any female dog or cat to produce more than two (2) litters in any one
{1) continuous twelve-rmonth period.

(8) Minimum standards for care of animals;

(1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times, Containers are to be cleaned and
disinfected each day. All water containers shall be removable for cleaning and be mounted so that the

animals cannot turn them over;
(2) Cage temperatures shall be maintained at a level that is healthful for the species of animal kept in the cage;

(3) All cages and enclosures shall be of metal or nonporous plastic material for each cleaning and disinfecting.
Each cage must be of sufficient size so as to provide the minimum cage area per animal as specified in the
tables of sections 7-197~7-109, depending upon the period of confinement. Cage floors shall be of solid
material, or if of open mesh canstruction at least one-half (%) of the floor area shall be covered with

cardboard, multiple layers of paper, plastic sheet or other continuous substantial material;

(4) All animals under three (3) months of age are to be fed at least three (3) times per twenty-four (24) hours.
Food for all animals shall be served in a clean dish so mounted that the animal cannot readily tip it over or

defecate or urinate in same;

(5) Each bird must have sufficient room to sit on a perc¢h. Perches shall be placed paraliel to each other in the
same cage. Cages must be cleaned every day and cages must be disinfected when birds are sold. Parrots and
ather large birds shail have separate cages from smaller birds;

(6) There shali be sufficient clean, dry bedding in each cage to meet the needs of each individual animal. Boxes
of sand or prepared litter shall be provided for cats;

(7) No animals shall be kept in darkness during daylight hours;

(8) All animals must be fed, and watered, and their cages shall be cleaned every day, including Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays;

(9) Adult animals of opposite sexes shall not be kept in common cages.

(h) Records; number and person to contact in emergencies. The holder of any dealer breeder or dealer permit shall
keep available for inspection on the premises a record that shall show the name, current address and telephone
number of the owner of each animal kept at the facility, the date such animal entered the facility, the reason for
such animal being at the facility such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooming; the description of the animal,
including its age, breed, sex and color. The owner shall place in a visible place the name, address and telephone
number of the parish animal shelter, or other party who ¢an be contacted in case of emergency, to assume the
care of the animals on the premises. In addition, the holder shall furnish to the parish animal shelter the name,
address and telephone number of the veterinarian or other responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the

holder in case of emergency.

(Code 1961, § 4-15(d), (d.1), {e.1); Ord. No. 18645, § 5, 12-2-92; Ord. No. 20257, §§ 1, 3, 1-14-98; Ord. No. 23784, & 5, 3-24-10)

Sec. 7-100, - Grooming shops.

(a) Permit required. No persan shall operate a grooming shop unless a permit to operate such an establishment
shall have been granted by the animal shelter department. Application procedures and requirements for such
permit shail be in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the animal shelter adviscry board
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under the provisians of this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the permit fee shall be as
stated In_section 7-30 for each permit period or part thereof beginning the first day of the calendar year.

(k) Requirements for holding of permit. All grooming shops, including grooming shops operated in conjunction with
another facility, shall, in addition to all other requirements of this article comply with the requirements set forth
below. Fallure to meet these requirements shall be grounds for denial of a permit to operate a grooming shop or

revocation of any previously issued permit.

(c} Application for permit; temporary permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter
department at #1 Humane Way, P.O, Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be requested In writing or by
telephone. Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above
address. If an applicant certifies fhat all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment. Such temporary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than three
(3) months from date of issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements are not
being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal shelter department that all pertinent
requirements are being met, the director shall farthwith issue a regular permit which shall be valid until
December thirty-first of the year issued.

{d) Renewal of permit. Prior to December thirty-first of each year, all holders of animal handling permits must renew
same by applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and remitting

the current annual permit fee,
(&) Inspection. All grooming shops shall be subject to inspection at any time by the animal shelter department,
(f) Prohibitions. Dog groomers may not:

(1) Tranquilize animals; '

(2) Expel obviously infected (abscessed) anal sacs;

(3) Give medical advice.
{g) Minimum standards for care of animals which are kept in cages or runs;

(1) Fresh water for drinking shall be available to all species at all times. Containers are to be cleaned and
disinfected each day. All water containers shall be removable for cleaning and be mounted so that the
animals cannot turn them over. This provision shall be applicable only to animals kept over eight (8) hours;

(2} Cage temperatures shall be maintained at a level that is healthful for the species of animal kept in the cage;

(3) The floors of all cages and enclosures shall be of metal or nonporous plastic material for easy cleaning and
disinfecting, Each cage must be of sufficient size so as to provide the minimum cage area per animal as
specified in the tables of sections 7-107—7-109, depending upon the period of confinement. Cage floors shall

be of solid material, or if of open mesh construction at least one-half (%) of the floor area shall be covered

with cardboard, muitiple layers of paper, plastic sheet or other continuous substantial material;

(4) Appropriate food shall be provided for any animals retained longer than twelve (12) hours. Food for all
animals shall be served in a clean dish so mounted that the animal cannot readily tip it over, or defecate or

urinate in same;

(5) There shall be sufficient clean, dry bedding in each cage to meet the needs of each individual animal. Boxes
of sand or prepared litter shall be provided for cats;

{6) Nec animals shall be kept in darkness during daylight hours;

{7) Adult animals of opposite sexes shall not be kept in the same cage.
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{h) Standards for perscnnel:

(1) There must be at least one (1) qualified dog groomer in charge at alt times.
(2} Groomers must be at least eighteen (18) years of age and have one (1) of the following qualifications:
a. Certificate of graduation from state licensed scheool of grooming; or,

b. Verifiable employment in the profession of dog grooming for a period of two (2) years in a licensed dog
grooming establishment; or,

c. Apprenticed for nine (9) months (minimum of nine hundred {900) hours} in a licensed dog grooming
establishment.

(i) Records; number and person to contact in emergencies, The holder of any grooming shop permit, shall keep

available for inspection on the premises a record that shall show the name, current address and telephane
number of the owner of each animal kept at the facility, the date such animal entered the facility, the reason for
such animal being at the facility such as for boarding, sale, breeding or grooeming; the description of the animal,
including its age, breed, sex and color. The owner shall place in a visible place the name, address and telephone
number of the parish animal shelter, or other party who can be cantacted in case of emergency, to assume the
care of the animals on the premises, In addition, the holder shall furnish te the parish animal shelter the name,
address and telephone number of the veterinarian ar other responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the
holder in case of emergency.

{Code 1961, 5 4-15(e), (e.1), (e.2); Ord. No. 20257, §8 1, 3, 1-14-98; Ord. No. 24937, § 1, 4-15-15)

Sec. 7-101. - Stables generally.

(a)

{b)

Building permit. No person shall build, erect, install or alter or replace any stable until a building permit is
obtained from the department of inspection and code enforcement. Such a permit shall be issued in accordance
with rules and regulations of the department and those promulgated by the animal shelter advisory board under
the provisions of this article and shall remain in effect until such structure is erected or until such time as a

permit to operate such a stable is granted or denied as herein provided.

Reqguirements for operating permit. No stable shall be granted a permit to cperate unless it shall maintain
facilities which shall provide:

(1) That there will be available at all times, for equine species, accommodations suitable as respects

construction, size, number of cccupants, lighting, ventilation, drainage and cleanliness;

(2) Thatin the case of equine species maintained at grass, there will be provided for them at all times during
which they are so maintained adequate pasture, shelter, water and supplemental feed where the pasture is
insufficient for adequate nutrition;

(3) Thatstabled equine species will be adequately supplied with suitable food, drink and bedding material, and a
provision is made to ensure that they will be adequately exercised and rested and (so far as necessary)
visited at suitable intervals;

(4} That all reasonable precautions will be taken to prevent and control the spread among equine species of

infectious and contagious diseases;
(5) That appropriate steps will be taken for the protection of equine species In case of fire;

(6) That equine species will be maintained in a good state of health and that, in the case of a equine species kept
for the purpose of its being let cut on hire, fer riding, or a equine species kept for the purpose of its being
used in providing instruction in riding, the equine species will be suitable for the purpose for which it is kept
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and capable of so performing;
{7) That adegquate accommodation will be pravided for forage, bedding, stable equipment and saddliery;
{8) That provision is made for adequate sanitation as well as storage and removal of manure;
{9) That stables conform with all zoning and building regulations governing such construction,

Building and zoning regulations. The department of inspection and code enforcement, upon recommendation of
the animal shelter advisery board, may from time to time prescribe reasonable bullding and zoning regulations
which are consistent with the provisions of this article for the construction of stables.

{Code 1961, 85 4-15(i), 4-19)

Sec, 7-102, -

(a)

{b)

{c)

(d)

{e)

Permit to operate a commercial stable,

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, operate, maintain or manage a stable or permit the maintenance of a
stable upon his premises uniess he shall first obtaln from the animal shelter department a permit issued in
accordance with rules and regulations of the animal shelter adviscry board promulgated under the pravisions of
this article. The permit period shall be the calendar year and the permit fee shall be as stated in_section 7-30 for
each permit period or part thereof beginning with the first day of the calendar year.

Such permit shall be issued upen inspection and approval by the department of inspection and code
enforcement, and provided further that such inspection shows the stable to be in conformity with this article and
the regulations adopted hereunder.

No commercial livery stable shall be granted a permit unless it shall attach to its staff as a full-time
operator/managet a person certified by the animal shelter advisory board as qualified, and shall possess
equipment, materials and facilities sufficient for the proper care, feeding, bedding and custody of equine species.

A stable permit may be transferred to a new owner of the premises upon payment of a transfer fee as stated in
section 7-30 and the submission of a written application of the proposed new holder of the license to the animal
shelter department together with the written consent of the present holder endorsed theraon. Such permits
when issued by the department shall be posted together with the original permit.

Permits so obtained shall be posted in an open and accessible area at the location where equine species are
kept, or near the entrance and same shall be reasonably visible and accessible to any reasonably aware adult.

(Code 1961, § 4-15(g)—(g.4); Ord. No. 20257, & 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-103, -

Rules and regulations for permit to own or operate a stable.

All stables shall, in addition to all other requirements of this article, comply with the requirements set forth below.

Failure to meet these requirements shall be grounds for denial for a permit to operate, or revocation for any previously

issued permit.

(1) Application for permit. Permit application forms may be obtained from the animal shelter department at #1
Humane Way, P.O. Box 10640, Jefferson LA 70181-0640, or may be requested in writing or by telephone.
Completed, notarized forms accompanied by the appropriate fee may be mailed to the above address. If an
applicant certifies that all of the requirements of these rules and regulations are being met in his
establishment, the animal shelter department may issue a temporary permit until such time as it may make a
physical inspection of the establishment. Such temparary permit, however, shall not be valid for more than
three (3) months from date of Issue, and shall be revoked at the time of inspection if all permit requirements
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are not being met. Upon certification by an authorized representative of the animal shelter department that
all pertinent requirements are being met, the director shall forthwith Issue a regular permit which shall be
valid until December thirty-first of the year issued.,

(2) Renewal of permit. Prior to December thirty-first of each year all holders of animal handiing permits must
renew same by applying to the animal shelter department for the appropriate form, executing such form and

remitting the current annual permit fee.
(3) Inspection. All stables shall be subject to inspection at any time by the animal shelter departrnent.
{4) Minimum standards for care of animals:

a. Feeding All animals shall be provided twice daily with food and continuously with water, free from
contamination. Feed shall be wholesome, palatable, and of sufficient quantity and nuiritive value to meet

the normat daily requirements of the animal.

b. Riding equipment. All equipment used for riding must be properly fitted for each animal and be suited to

the use of the animal.

¢. Sanitation. All structures used for the stabling of animals shall be kept clean and in good repair and shall

be kept adequately lighted and ventilated and provide protection from the weather,

Manure shall be removed from all structures used for stabling of animals at intervals sufficient to assure dry,
sanitary, odor free conditiens inside the structure, Manure removed from the area must be disposed of or treated
in a manner which assures prevention of insect growth, deterrence of disease, and odor control. Manure disposal
shall be suited to the size and location of the stable area.

Any enclosure where animals are kept, other than an enclosed structure, shall be kept graded and drained so
as to keep the area reasonably dry. Removal of treatment of fecal matter must provide prevention of insect

growth, disease deterrence, and odor control,

d. Fly control. Flies must be contrelled through general sanitation practices. The type of product used for fly

and insect control should be suited to the size and location of the stable or enciosure.

e, Health of the anirnals. Animals should show signs of regular attention and care, The name of the

attendant veterinarian for each animal should be available to the animal shelter inspector upon request,

f. Disputed findings. If the owner/operator of the stable should be unable to come to an agreement with
the animal shelter inspectors as to the sanitation of the premises, the health department shall be asked
to issue an opinion as to the general conditions of sanitation. In a dispute over the health or condition of
the animal, the owner/operator shall have the right to present the apinion of his own veterinarian to the
inspector before a decision is reached. If further veterinary advice is warranted, the shelter veterinarian
may be consulted after the attending veterinarian has been notified. In all cases, the owner/operator has
the right to petition the board for a hearing before his permit is refused or revoked,

(Code 1961, § 4-15(h.4); Ord. No. 20257, 8§ 1, 3, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-104. - Requirements to manage a commercial livery stable,

(2) Before any person may manage a commercial livery stable, such person must file with the animal shelter
department a written application for registration under oath, upon a form which shall be prescribed and
supplied by the department, and shall deposit with the department a registration fee, and pass an examination
to be administered by the board as to fitness and qualifications to manage a stable and care for equine species

or to teach others to ride and care for equine species, as provided in this article.
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(b) No person shall be permitted by the animal shelter department to take an examination to receive a certificate to op
unless such person shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age and has never been convicted of cruelty to animals al
had experience as a stable attendant for at least two (2) years; provided, however, that the animal shelter advisory |
may permit a person to take an examination without prior apprenticeship as herein required, provided such persor
establish to the satisfaction of the board that he or she has been an operator of an active stable for at least one (1)

prior to the date of filing an application for admission to an examination.

(c) The animal shelter advisory board shall adopt appropriate rules and regulations for the qualifications,
certification and examination of applicants to operate and manage stables; and for the conduct of persons
affected by this article. Rules established by the board shall be published by the board and supplied to applicants
for licenses and certificates.

{d) If the animal shelter advisory board finds that an applicant has submitted the credentials required by this article
for admission to examination, and has paid the registration fee required by this article, the board shall admit
such applicant to examination and shall issue a certificate of registration to practice as an operator/manager to
those successfully passing the required examination; provided, that if the applicant fails to pass the examination,
he or she may be eligible to take another examination no sooner than ninety (90) days without any additional
fee. Every certificate of registration issued by the board shall have attached securely thereto a photograph of the
person to whom the same is issued, and where a certificate is issued in the name of a corporation, it shall have
attached thereto the photograph of the manager thereof, Such photographs shall be furnished by the applicant
for registration and shall be of such size as the board may require. The board shall hold public examinations
once every ninety (90) days on such dates and at such hours as it shall prescribe. Special examinations may be

scheduled by the board upon petition by an applicant and good cause shown,

(Cade 1961, § 4-15(h)}—(h.3); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec, 7-105. - Zoos, carnivals and exhibitions.

No person shall operate a commercial zoo or exhibition of animals or carnival, circus or other enterprise where animals
are used or displayed on public or private property wherein an admission fee is charged, or in the absence of such fee,
when the exhibition or zoo is used as an incentive to enter a commercial establishment unless a permit for such operation
shall have been granted by the animal shelter department. Application procedures and requirements for such permit shall
be in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the animal shelter advisory board under the provisions of this
article. The permit period shall be the calendar year for permanently established zoos or exhibitions and the permit fee
shall be as stated in section 7-30(d) for each permit period or part thereof. In the case of temporary or transient zoos or
exhibitions ("petting zoos") the permit period shall be as requested by the applicant and the permit fee shall be by the day
as stated in_section 7-30{d).

{Code 1961, & 4-15(); Ord. No. 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-106. - Reserved.

Editor's note-— Section 7-106 was renumbered as & 7-4.

Sec. 7-107. - Minimum requirements for housing animals for continuous periods of thirty days or longer.

The following are minimum requirements for housing animals for continuous periods of thirty (30) days or longer:
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Weight Minimum Minimum Cage or Run Maximum

Cage Floor Area per Animal Number of
Dimensions (square feet) Animals
{inches) Per

Species Or Age Width Depth Height Singles Group Cage or

Run ()
Adult dogs | 0—35 Ib. 30 30 30 8 6 4
in cages 35—651b, |36 36 36 (V) 12 10 3
Over 65-b. | 36" 36 M 36 M 12 10 2

Puppiesin | 0—151b. 30 30 24 6 2 8

cages

Adult cats | Any 24 24 24 4 3 4

in cages

Kittensin | Upto4 24 24 24 4 2 6

cages months

Rabbits in | Any 24 24 24 4 3 6

cages

Guinea Any 12 12 12 1 1 6

pigs and

hamsters.

in cages

Adult dogs | Any 48 72 — 24 12 4

in runs 2

M These dimensions may require modification to conform to the body sizes of certain breeds. In ne case should the

cage height be less than six (6) inches plus the height of the dog at the withers, nor should the width or depth be less than

six (6) inches plus the length of the dog from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail.
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@ Where outdoor runs are provided for the housing of dogs or other animals, each run shall have a covered portion
for protection against sunlight and rain, This covered portion shall have a raised floor area per animal at least equal to the
minimum cage floor area as provided for in this table for the particular size of animal.

(Code 1961, § 4-15(Table A))

sec. 7-108. - Minimum requirements for housing animals for periods from twenty-four hours up to thirty days.

The following are minimum requirements for housing animals for periods from twenty-four (24) hours up to thirty {30)

days:
Weight Minimum Minimum Cage or Run Maximum

Cage Floor Area per Animal Number of
Dimensions (square feet) Animals Per
inches)

Species Or Age Width Depth Height Singles Group Gage or Run

Adult dogs  [0—35 Ib, 20 30 24 5 4 4

in cages 35--501h, 30 30 (1) 30 () 7 6 3

Over 651b. 30 36 (1) 36 (1) 10 8 2

Pupplesin  0—151b. 20 20 24 3 2 3

cages

Adult cats in |Any 20 20 24 3 2% 4

cages

Kittens in Up to 4 20 20 24 2 1% 6

cages months

Rabbitsin  Any 20 20 24 3 2Va 6

cages

Guinea pigs Any 12 12 12 1 1 3]

and

hamsters in

cages

Adult dogs in Any 36 72 — 15 8 4

runs 2

) These dimensions may require modification to conform to the body sizes of certain breeds. In no case should the cage
height be less than six {6} inches plus the height of the dog at the withers, nor should the width or depth be less than six (6)
inches plus the length of the dog from the tip of the nese to the base of the tail.

) Where outdoor runs are provided for the housing of dogs or other animals, each run shall have a covered portion
for protection against sunlight and rain. This covered portion shall have a raised floor area per animal at least equal to the

minimum cage floor area as provided for in this tahle for the particular size of animal,

(Code 1961, § 4.15(Table B))

Sec. 7-109. - Minimum requirements far heusing animals for periods up to twenty-four hours,

The following are minimum requirements for housing animals for periods up to twenty-four (24) hours:
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Weight Minimum Minimum Cage or Run Maximum

Cage Floor Area per Animal Number of
Dimensions (square feet) Animals Per
(inches)

Species Or Age Width Depth Height Singles Group EGage or Run

Adult dogs  [0—35 18 24 20 3 3 4

in cages 35—65 Ib.

Over 651b, 124 () 30 (1) 30 (1 6 5 2

Puppiesin  [0—151h. 20 20 20 21 1% 8

cages

Adult cats in [Any 20 20 20 2Va 1% 4

cages

Kittens in Upto 4 20 20 20 2 1 6

cages months

Rabbits in  lAny 20 20 20 22 1% 6

cages

Guinea pigs Any 12 12 12 1 1 6

and

hamsters in

cages

Adult dogs in |Any 36 72 — 12 6 4

runs %)

M These dimensions may require modification to conform to the body sizes of certain breeds. In no case should the cage

height be less than six (6) inches plus the height of the dog at the withers, nor should the width or depth be less than six (6)

inches plus the tength of the dog from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail.

@} Where outdoor runs are provided for the housing of dogs or other animals, each run shall have a covered portion

for protection against sunlight and rain. This covered portion shall have a raised floor area per animal at least equal to the

minimum cage floor area as provided for in this table for the particular size of animal.

{Code 1961 § 4.15(Table )

Secs. 7-110—7-125. - Reserved.

DIVISION 6. - HUMANE CARE AND TREATMENT

Sec. 7-126. -

(a)

(b)

(c)

Cruelty in general.

No person shallill-treat, neglect, abandon, or cruelly treat an animal. No person shall unnecessarily or cruelly
beat, mutilate, kill, torture, inflict injury, or abuse, or cause or procure to be cruelly beaten, mutilated, kifled,
tortured, injured, or abused, any animal or commit any act which under any other law constitutes cruel

treatment, or fail to provide obviously necessary veterinary care.

No animal shall be tethered as a means of stationary confirement; such stationary confinement by tethering

shall be considered as cruel treatment,

No animal shall be denied access to proper food, water, shelter, sanitary and safe environment, or proper
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veterinary care as is provided in_section 7-16 and in Division 6 of Chapter 7.

{d) No domesticated animal shall be transported or carried in or upon any vehicle in a cruel, inhumane, or
dangerous manner. Any animal transported in the open bed of a vehicle must be safely and securely located in a
secure crate or carrier that is fastened to the bed of the vehicle to prevent the animal from jumping out of such
vehicle or otherwise injuring itself. Any other such transport shall be considered animal heglect. No animal shall
be left inside a vehicle or in a crate/carrier while unattended unless there is reasonable containment during
acceptable weather conditions or the animal is provided proper temperature control with regular monitoring
coenditions, including but not limited to during American Kennel Club sanctioned events.

(e) When a person is charged with cruelty to animals, said person's animal may be seized. Any animal so seized shall
be impounded in the custody of the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter or other location approved by the Director of
the jefferson Parish Animal Shelter.

(f) All charges subject to Division 6 are subject to the jurisdiction of the bureau of administrative adjudication and

also the Jefferson Parish District Attorney’s Office for criminal prosecution under relative procedures and law.

(Code 1961, § 4-16(b); Ord, No. 15740, § 1, 10-5-83; Ord. No. 21090, § 1, 9-20-00; Ord. No. 24925, § 1, 3-25-15)

Sec. 7-127. - Supply of food and water; leaving animal facilities unattended.

All animals shall be supplied with sufficient good and wholesome food and water as often as the feeding habits of the
respective animals require, but not less than, in the case of puppies and kittens, once avery twelve (12) hours and once
every twenty-four (24) hours for adults. No animal shall be without attention more than twenty-four {24) consecutive hours.
Whenever an animal is left unattended at a commercial or private animal facility, the name, address and telephone number
of the parish animal shelter shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the front of the property, visible from outside the
facility. In addition, the facility shall furnish to the parish animal shelter the name, address and telephone number of a

veterinarian or other responsible party authorized to act on behalf of the management of the facility in case of emergency.

{Code 1961, § 4-16(h.1))

Sec. 7-128. - Cruelty to animals, simple and aggravated.

(a) Any person or entity, including the owner, harborer, keeper of the animal, and/or property owner where animal

is housed permanently or temporarily commits any of the following shall be guilty of simple cruelty to animals:
(1) Overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, or overworks any living animal.

(2) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, falls to provide proper food, water, shelter, sanitary and
safe environment, or veterinary care. (See definitions of proper food, water, shelter, sanitary and safe

environment, and veterinary care in_section 7-16 of this chapter.)

(3) Having charge, custody, or passession of any dog, cat, or other small pet fails to bring the animal inside the
confines of the home or provide proper shelter which also includes insulation such as blanket, hay,

newspaper when temperatures reach or fall below thirty-two (32) degrees Fahrenheit.

{4) Carries or causes to be carried, a living animal in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in a cruel or inhumane, or
dangerous manner which includes but is not limited to carrying an animal in an open pick up truck without it
being secured from both sides of the bed in an animal carrier appropriate for the size of the animal, carrying
an animai on a flat bed vehicle, or allowing an animal to sit, stand, or walk on any equipment or toolbox
inside the bed of the vehicle. Tethering is not an acceptable method of transferring an animal in an open
truck, trailer or other similar vehicle or mode of transportation.
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{5) Carries in the trunk of any vehicle any animal for any length of time,

{(6) Transport of small animals by commercial establishments: No small animal shall be fransported by a
commercial kennel, guard dog service, pet shop or dealer, whether by private or public means, unless
individually housed in a container designed for that purpose, including provisions for adequate ventilation
and food and water. The container must open at one end, have a solid top and bottom and a minimum of
fifteen (15) percent of the total accumulated side and end area shall incerporate an epen grill for air
circulation, Open space shall be maintained around the outside of each animal's container to ensure
adequate ventilation.

{7) Sales or gifts of animals prohibited.

a. No person shall place any animal on public display for the purpose of sale, offer for sale, barter or
giveaway upon any street, sidewalk, parking lot, shopping center walkway or other public place except
wherein registered rescue groups are offering for adoption at re-homing events including but not limited
to pet fast,

b. The seller or giver of an animal shall provide to the recipient at the time of transfer a valid health
certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian.

c. Animals shall not be offered as prizes or awards; however, gift certificate(s) fo a legitimate animal shelter
or pet store for adoption are acceptahble.

{8) No person shall offer for sale, adoption, barter or give away dog(s) or cat(s) under the age of six (6) weeks;
the dog(s) or cat{s) must alsc have aobtained the proper vaccinations that are provided at such an age prior to
the offering for sale, barter ar giving away of such animal.

{(9) It shall be unlawful to color, dye, stain or otherwise change the natural color of baby chickens, ducklings or
other fowl under three (3) weeks old, or rabbits under two {2) months old; or to possess for the purpose of

sate any chickens, ducklings, other fow! or rabbits which have been so colored.

(10) No animal shall be given any alcoholic beverage, or narcotic drugs, central nervous system stimulants,

hallucinogenic drugs, or barbiturates, unless prescribed by a licensed veterinarian.

(11) No persen shall expose any known poisonous substance, whether mixed with food or not, so that the same
shall be liable to be eaten by any animal, provided that it shall not be unltawful for a persen to expose on his

own property common rat poison mixed only with vegetable substances.

(12) Working animals shall be given proper rest periods. Confined or restrained animals shall be given exercise
proper for the individual animal under the particular conditions, and no animal which is overheated,
weakened, exhausted, sick, injured, diseased, fame or otherwise unfit shall be worked, used or rented. No
animal which the animal shelter department has suspended from use shall be warked or used until released
by the department.

(13) No animals bearing evidence of malnutrition, ill health, unhealed injury or having been kept in an unsanitary
condition shall be displayed for the amusement of the public.

(14) No primary, secondary school, college and/or university, either public or private, in the parish shall permit
students in biology or other laboratories to perform experiments on live animals of any kind or size which
will inflict pain or suffering or permanent injury or deformity to the animals. Any headmaster, principal,
teacher or instructor who permits or cendones such prohibited practices in his school, classroom or

laboratory shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.,

{15) No person shall conduct a science fair or competition in the parish wherein any exhibit or project involves the

use of live animals of any kind or size wherein pain or suffering is inflicted on the animals or permanent
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injury or deformity is caused.

Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a domestic animal shall stop at once and render
such assistance as may be possible and shall immediately report such injury or death to the animal's owner:
in the event the owner cannot be ascertained and located, such operator shall at once report the accident to
the sheriff's office, the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter, a recognized humane organization or a registered

rescue group.

(b) Any person or entity, including the owner or keeper of the animal, or property owner where the animal is housed

permanently or temporarily, who commits any of the following shall be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals:

(1)

(2)

)

(4)

Torments, cruelly beats, tortures, maims, or mutilates or unjustifiably injures any living animal, whether
belonging to himself or another;

Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to have abandoned an animal if he delivers to the
Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter, a recognized humane organization or a registered rescue group an animal
which he found running at large or if the animal is being voluntarily relinquished to the shelter by the owner;

and/or

Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, fails to provide proper food, water, shelter, sanitary and
safe environment, or veterinary care to an extent that the animal suffers severe injury, has been put in
imminent death or the animal dies.

Performing animals, No performing animal exhibition or circus shall induce or encourage animals to perform
through the use of chemical, mechanical, electrical, or manual devices in a manner which will cause, or is
likely to cause, physical injury or suffering to the animal. All equipment used on a performing animal shall fit
properly and be in good working condition.

(c) Each incidence of simple or aggravated cruelty constitutes a separate charge. Upen adjudication or conviction of

one (1) count of simple cruelty, all other simple cruelty counts are to be considered counts of aggravated cruelty

to animals.

(Code 1961, & 4-18(a); Ord. No. 23784, § 7, 3-24-10; Ord, No¢, 24925, § 1, 3-25-15)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925 , & 1, adopted March 25, 2015, amended_§ 7-128, and in so doing changed the title of said
section from "Sale of dogs and cats" to "Cruelty to animals, simple and aggravated," as set out herein.

Sec. 7-129. - Seizure and disposition of animals cruelly treated.

(8) When a person is charged with cruelty to animal(s), said person's animal or animals may be seized by the

arresting officer, animal control officer or official issuing the citation or summons and held pursuant to this

section,

{b) Disposition of such animals:

Mm

Prior to seizing the animal(s), a search and/or seizure warrant must be obtained unless exigent circumstances
exist which is defined in |PCO Section 7-16. The seizing officer shall notify the owner(s} of the seized animal of
the provisions of this section by posting an original or a copy of the search warrant at the location or other
documentation of seizure where the animal was seized if under exigent circumstances or by leaving it with a
person of suitable age and discretion residing at that location at the time of the seizure. The search warrant
or other documentation will serve as the notice of violation. The bond notice shall be posted within twenty-
four (24) hours of the seizure.

a. The bond notice shall contain the case number, the parties name(s) and mailing address{es), and
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estimated housing costs pending the hearing date for efther civil or criminal prosecution at ten dollars
($10.00) per day not including medical expenses. An expedited hearing before the bureau of
administrative adjudication can be had upon the defendant(s) and victim(s} waiving the hearing notice
requirement found in JPCO Section 2.5.

b. The named party has fifteen {(15) days from the date the bond notice Is posted to pay the estimated
housing costs for thirty (30) days of housing the animal(s). Failure to pay the estimated housing costs in
full within fifteen (15} days, including weekends and holidays, will result in the Jefferson Parish Animal
Shelter, in its discretion, holding the seized animal out for adoption, fostering, euthanization etc, as it
deems reasonable. If the initial bond amount is paid within the fifteen (15) day period, the animal(s) will
be held in custody in the shelter or other approved location.

¢. Each additional bond period shall be for thirty (30} days until a final disposition has been rendered by the

bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdiction.

d. All bonds must be posted at the animal shelter, by a person claiming an interest in the seized animal,

within fifteen {15) days, including weekends and holidays, upon posting to prevent the animal shelter
director or designee in placing the seized animal as it deems reasonable,

2. The bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdiction shall order that the bond
be given to the animal shelter department to be used to cover the cost of housing the seized animal(s).

f. Posting of a bond shall not prevent the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter from placing the seized animal
(holding it out for foster or euthanization) for humane purposes in accordance with this chapter or
exigent circumstances.

(2) The seizing officer shall photograph the animal within twenty-four (24) hours of issuing the search warrant

and shall cause an affidavit ta be prepared in order to document its condition in accordance with R.S.
15:436.2.

{3) The seizing officer shall secure a licensed veterinarian or other suitable custodian to care for any such

animal. The custodian shall retain custody of the animal in accordance with this section.

{(4) The seized animal shall be held by the animal shelter or the place of transfer for a minimum period of fifteen

(15) consecutive days, including weekends and holidays, after such bond notice is given. Thereafter, if a
person who claims an interest in such animal has not posted bond in accordance with this section, the
Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter may, in its discretion, hold the seized animal out for adoption, fostering,
euthanization etc.

(c) Upon a person's adjudication or conviction of cruelty to animals, in addition to ail fines, costs and punishment
authorized by law:

(1) Itshall be proper for the bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdiction, in its

discretion, to order the forfeiture and final disposition of the custody of any animal found to be cruelly
treated in accordance with this section and the forfeiture of the bond posted pursuant to subsection (b) as
part of the sentence. The bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdiction may, in
its discretion, order the payment of any reasonable costs, including but not limited to housing costs, incurred
in the boarding or veterinary treatment of any seized animal prior to its disposition of the animal, whether or
not a bond was posted by the defendant. In the event of the acquittal or final discharge without conviction of
the accused, the bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdiction shall, on demand,
direct the delivery of any animal held in custody to the owner thereof and order the return of any bond
posted pursuant to subsection {h), less reasonable administrative costs.
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(2) Nothing in this section shall prevent the euthanasia of any seized animal, at any time, whether or not any bond
posted, if a licensed veterinarian determines that the animal is not likely to survive and is suffering, as a result o
physical condition. In such instances, the bureau of administrative adjudication or a court of competent jurisdict

discretion, may order the return of any bond posted, less reasonable costs, at the time of trial,

(3} The animal shelter director may impose a fee for cruelty investigation that results in conviction as a result of
violations related to such investigation and the cost of investigation. The fee shall be a maximum of three
hundred dollars ($300.00) per investigation. The investigation fee is in addition to any other fees or penalties
associated with the provisions of this chapter or imposed by this chapter payable directly to the animal

shelter department,

The animal shelter may, in its discretion, hold the seized animal out for adoption, fostering, euthanization etc.
due to the failure of the owner or interested parties to act including but not limited to posting of bond(s) or
redemption of a seized animal within seventy-two (72) hours of a final disposition of the bureau of adminlistrative
adjudication or if a court of competent jurisdiction releases the animal to the custody of the owner or keeper, the

person charged to be in violation under Division 6 of Chapter 7 shall have no legal right or recourse against the

animal shelter or adoptive person and shail hold harmless all persons and entities associated with said adoption
or other disposition,

(Code 1961, §8 4-16(d), 12-42; Ord. No. 24325, § 1, 3-25-15)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925, § 1, adopted March 25, 2015, amended § 7-129, and in sa doing changed the title of § 7-129
from "Sale of chicks, ducklings or rabbits" to "Seizure and disposition of animals cruelly treated," as set out herein.

Sec. 7-130. -

(@

(b}

{©)

Penalties.

If prosecuted before the bureau of administrative adjudication, any person found to have violated the provisions

in division 6 shall be punished as provided in_Chapter 2.5 of the Code of Ordinances in addition to the hearing
officer having the authority to limit the amount of animals the guilty person may own, keep or harbor, may order
that the animal that is the subject of the adjudication is prohibited from returning to the person found to be
guilty under this division. The hearing officer may also assess against the defendant the housing costs and
medical expenses the animal shelter incurred as a result of Impoundment of the animal. Finally, the hearing
officer may order for the animal to be spayed or neutered, micro-chipped and have updated vaccinations at the
cost to the defendant and any other reasonable provision{s) that the hearing officer deems warranted in his
discretion.

If prosecuted through the Jeffersen Parish District Attorney's Office and the defendant(s) is found to have
committed the crime of simple and/or aggravated cruelty to animals then said defendant(s) shall be guilty of a

misdemeanaor.

(1) The custodian shall retain custody of the animal for the purpose of evidence upon the trial, subject to the
order of the court. All costs incurred in the housing of any seized animal pending disposition of any animal
cruelty charge, upon conviction of the accused, shalt be borne by the person so canvicted. If a seized animal
is unable to humanely survive the final disposition of the animal cruelty charge, the animal be humanely put
to death, but only upon the certification of a licensed veterinarian either that the animal is not likely to
survive or that in his professicnal judgment, by reason of the physical condition of the animal, it should be
humanely euthanized.

Far purposes of this section, if more than ene (1) animal is subject to an act of cruel treatment, each act shall
constitute a separate offense,
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(d) The director of the animal shelter or designee may enforce any provisions of this article by instituting a suit for injui

relief and use summary process, including all temporary restraining orders permitted by law.

(Code 1961, § 4-16(e); Ord. No, 24925, § 1, 3-25-15)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925 , § 1, adopted March 25, 2015, amended_§ 7-130, and in so doing changed the title of said
section from "Artificial coloring of animals” to "Penalties," as set out herein,

Sec. 7-131. - Emergencies and disclaimer of liability.

In cases where it reasonably appears that an animal is creating an imminent danger to the health, life or safety of any
person or other animal or for the prevention of unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering of the animal and the suffering or
danger can not be reasonably remedied unless sald animal Is euthanized, the animal shelter veterinarian or designee may
euthanize the animal without notice to the owner due to exigent circumstances. If an emergency occurs and a final
disposition made, the parish shall not be liable for the euthanasia of an animal which results in saving a person's life,
ensuring the health of a person, prevents prolonged suffering or pain of an animal and/or the spread of disease or illness
to other animals in the shelter. The reasons for such euthanasia must be documented by the shelter veterinarian or
designee. Within twenty-four (24} hours of the emergency action, the owner shall be naotified of the incident, the reason for
the action taken and the notice that a hearing can be requested before the bureau of administrative adjudication within ten
{10) days including holidays and weekends.

{Code 1961, § 4-18(b); Ord. No. 24925, § 1, 3-25-15)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925 , § 1, adopted March 25, 2015, amended_§ 7-131, and in so doing changed the title of said
section from "Transport of small animals by commercial establishments" to "Emergencies and disclaimer liability,” as set

out herein.

Sec. 7-132. - Housing facilities.

(a) Housing facilities for animals shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in good repair, to protect the
animals from injury, to contaln the animals, and to restrict the entrance of other animals,

{b) Every building or enclosure wherein animals are maintained shall be constructed of material easily cleaned and
shall be kept in a sanitary condition. The building shall be properly ventilated to prevent drafts and to remove
odors. Heating and cooling shall be provided as required, according to the physical need of the animals, with

sufficient light to allow observation of animals and sanitation.

(¢) All animal rooms, cages, kennels, shipping containers, and runs shall be of sufficient size to provide adequate
and proper accommodations and protection from the weather for the animals kept therein, As a minimum,
sufficient space must be provided for each and every animal in a single enclosure to, separately and together,
stand up, lie down, and turn around in a natural position.

(d) All confined or restrained animals shall be given exercise proper for the individual animal under the particular
conditions. Dog kennel runs, if made of concrete, shall provide adequate draining for proper sanitation.
Droppings must be picked up and disposed of and the runs treated periodically with an effactive disinfectant. For
private kennels, requirements for individual runs and shelters as specified for commerciat establishments shall
not be required, provided the animals have an adequate supply of drinking water, sanitary sleeping quarters, and

adequate shelter and exercise areas appropriate to their size and breed characteristics.

{Code 1961, § 4-18(c)}
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Sec. 7-133. - Avoidance of mistreatment.

(a) Every reasonable precaution shail be used to ensure that animals are not teased, abused, mistreated, annoyed,
tormented or in any manner made to suffer by any person or means,

(b) Animals which are natural enemies, temperamentally unsuited, or otherwise incompatible shall not be quartered
together or so near each other as to cause injury, fear or torment. If two (2) or more animals are so traihed or
inclined by nature that they can be placed together and do not attack each other or perform or attempt any
hostile act to the others, such animals shail be deemed not to be natural enemies and shall not be required to be
kept in separate runs or accommodations or otherwise be arbitrarily segregated.

{c) The use of any equipment, device, substance or material that is, or could be, Injurious or cause unnecessary
cruelty to any animal shall not be allowed.

(Code 1961, § 4-18(d))

Sec. 7-134. - Maintenance of health.

(a) Every animal establishment shall isolate sick or injured animals sufficiently so as not to endanger the health of
other animals.

{b) Any animal shall be taken to a veterinarian for examination or treatment if the director finds this is necessary in

order to maintain the health of the animal and orders the owner or custcdian te do so,

(Code 1961, § 4-18(e), ()

Sec, 7-135. - Fighting contests.

Each and every person convicted of promoting, staging, conducting, participating directly or indirectly as an observer in a
dog fight, cock fight, pigeon shoot, turkey shoot, bear wrestling event or other staged animal fighting contest or found to be
in pasition of paraphernalia conducive to such activities (i.e. drugs, leg spurs, rings, treadmills, logbocks, photographs,
recordings, altered animals, etc.) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Code 1961, § 4-18(g); Ord. No. 24925 , & 1, 3-25-15)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925 , § 1, adopted March 25, 2015, amended_§ 7-135, and in so doing changed the title of said
section from "Use of drugs" to "Fighting contests," as set out herein,

Secs. 7-136—7-142. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24925, 5 1, adopted March 25, 2015, repealed 88 7-136—7-142, which pertained to exposure of
poisons; fighting contests; working animals; display of unhealthy animals for amusement prohibited; school laborataries;
sclence fairs; and autoists striking animals. See Code Comparative Table for historical derivations.

Sec. 7-143. - Failure to care for.

Failure of any person to adequately house, feed and water animals in his possession or custody shall constitute a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, such person shall be fined and/or imprisoned according to the provisions of section 7-
33, ar may be both fined and imprisoned in the discretion of the court. Such animals shall be subject to seizure and
impoundment and, upon conviction of such person, may be sold or euthanized in the discretion of the animal shelter
department, and such failure shall constitute grounds for revocation of license, permit, certification or registration by the
department.
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(Code 1961, & 4-16(h); Ord. No, 20257, § 1, 1-14-98)

Sec. 7-144. - Entry upon private premises.

The director or other duly designated representatives of the parish may enter any establishment holding a permit,
where animals are maintained, for investigation or inspection as to whether or not any portion of such premises, buildings,
structures, enclosures, pens or cages are being used, kept or maintained in violation of this or any other pertinent state law.
This section does not permit any person to enter a private kennel, or cattery, except where necessary to rescue an animal in
distress or with a search warrant.

(Code 1961, § 4-18(k); Ord. No. 18645, § 6, 12-2-92)
Secs, 7-145--7-154, - Reserved.

DAVISION 7. - DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS ANIMALS

Footnotes:

— {4)

Editor's note— Section | of Ord. No. 17369, adopted Nov. 4, 1887, added "and Vicicus Animals” to the divisfon tifle. The section also added §
7-155, amended §§ 7-159—7-162, and added §§ 7-163—7-170. The revision of this division has resulied in the refention of certain provisions
but with new sectionn numbers. In stch cases, a complete history note has been included, with a note giving the former section number included.
Subsaquently, Ord. No. 24117, § 1, amendsd the fitle of Div. 7 to read as herein set ouf and § 2 of said ordinance amended §§ 7-155—7-160.
Prior to inclusion of said ordinance, Div. 7 was litled, "Public Nuisances and Vicious Animals.” See also the Code Comparative Table,

Cross reference— Nuisances generally, Ch. 18.

Sec, 7-155. - Prohibited generally.

{a) Purpose. To provide for and proemote the health, safety and welfare of the general public and to provide for

responsible and humane ownership of animals by establishing and enforcing regulatians for the keeping and
control of animals.

(b) Every owner or keeper of animals shall exercise proper care and control of animals. Far the purposes of this
chapter, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the following meaning;

(1) Dangerous animal means any animal which according to the records of the parish animal shelter or other
appropriate law enforcement authority has:

(i) when unprovoked, bites, injures or assaults any lawful invitee on the property of the owner, or a human

being or a domestic animal on public or private property; or
(i) which has a known propensity or predisposition to cause injury when unprovoked; or
{iii) which has undergone quarantine for rabies abservation two (2) or more times within a two-year period.

(2) Viclous animal means any animal which according to the records of the parish animal shelter or other
appropriate law enforcement authority:

(iy without provocation inflicted severe injury on a human being on public or private property; or
(i) severely injured or killed a domestic animal without provocation; or

{lii) previously been found to be a "dangerous animal,” and the animal again bites, or attacks a human being
or bites, attacks, or kills a domestic animal without provocation.
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a. Owner can also be found guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition, the dangerous animal shall be immediate

the Jefferson Parish animal shelter, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time, or it
held pending the outcome of a hearing before any trier of fact. The owner shall be responsible for paym
costs and other fees as may be required to humanely and safely keep the animal during any hearing prc

final disposition of the animal,

(iv) without provocation caused the death of a human being. In such case, the animal shall be seized by the

Jefferson Parish animal shelter and euthanized pursuant to emergency provisions in_section 7-132; or

(v) Is owned or harbored primarily or i part for the purpose of animal fighting or any animal trained for
animal fighting; or

{vi) bites or injures another domestic animal while off the property of the owner more than two (2) times in
twenty-four (24) consecutive months.

(vii) If an animal that has previously been declared vicious attacks and causes severe injury to or death of any
human without provocation, the owner is guilty of a felony. In such case, the animal shall be immediately
confiscated by the Jefferson Parish animal shelter, placed in quarantine, If appropriate, for the
appropriate length of time or held pending a hearing before any trier of fact. The owner shall be
responsible for payment of all housing costs and other fees as may be required to humanely and safely
keep the animal during any hearing process regardless of final disposition of the animal.

a. Any animal that kills a human shall be humanely destroyed without opportunity for hearing.

(c) For purposes of this section, civil and/or criminal proceedings may be instituted before a trier of fact and

(d)

penalties accessed pursuant to this code of ordinances or state provisions or any other legal remedy.

Victims must submit to the animal shelter evidence of a bite to include either a photograph of the bite and an

affidavit of the incident, a doctor's report or law enforcement officer's report.

{Ord. No. 24117, § 2, 8-21-11)

Sec. 7-156, -

(@)

(b)

(@)

{d)

Enforcement authority.

Any animal control officer, humane officer, or other law enforcement officer is hereby empowered to make
whatever Inquiry Is deemed necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this chapter, and any such
animal control officer or law enforcement officer is hereby empowered to seize and impound any animal whose

owner fails to comply with the provisions hereof.

In the event that an animat control officer or law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that an
animal is dangerous or vicious, the director of the animal shelter department shall initiate proceedings before
the administrative hearing officer to determine whether or not the animal should be declared and classified as

dangerous or vicious. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in this chapter.

Any law enforcement officer may destroy any dangerous or vicious animal found in violation of this article which
cannot be safely taken up er impeunded; but it shall be unlawful for any other person to kill any animal unless

such measure is for the protection of a person, domesticated animal or livestock.

In the event that the owner or keeper of the animal refuses to surrender the animal to the animal control or
humane officer, the officer may request a search and seizure warrant from a court of competent jurisdiction and

to seize the animal upon execution of the warrant.

(Ord. No. 24117, 8 2, 9-21-11)

Sec, 7-157. -

Hearing procedures.
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{b)

(c)

(d)

{e)

(f)
{8

{h)
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Prior to holding an administrative hearing under this division, the department may cause the animal to be
impaounded,

A hearing notice must be provided to the awner of the animal that has allegedly given rise to the incident in
question, the victim, and property owner where the aforementioned animal is kept not less than ten (10) days
from the date of impoundment or incident. The owner of the alleged offending animal, the victim, and/or
property owner where such animal is kept must receive proper service under_section 2.5-7, specifically a certified
mailing must be sent to the address located in the parish water bill or assessor's records or any other known or
available information. The hearing notice shall state the time, date and location of the hearing, the alleged
violations, the need to appear with or without an attorney, that hearings may proceed with or without interested
parties upon reasonable notice and that hearing costs, fines and/or other penalties may be accessed including

destruction of the animal.

The date of the postmark shall be deemed to be the date of delivery. Proof of notification via mail and/or
attempts at service shall be entered in the record of each case prior to the hearing.

A copy of the hearing notice shall be affixed in a prominent Jocation on the property where the alleged offending
animal is believed to be kept, or if safe access to the property is not reasonably practicable, posting must occur
on some prominent fixture on the adjacent public right-of-way as near as possible to the property, at least five (5)
days in advance of the date of the hearing. It shall be unlawful for any person other than an agent of the parish
animat shelter to remove such notice posted ¢n the public right-of-way priar to the commencement of the

hearing.

Any animal impounded due to a violation will not be released unti! a hearing is held and an order rendered or at

the discretion of the director or designee.
The hearing officer shall impose hearing costs not to exceed filing fees of parish court and fines and/or fees.

Any person or entity may appeal the decision of the hearing officer to the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court
for the Parish of Jefferson with an appeal delay of five (5) days from postmark of the certified mailing of the
signed judgment or order. Security shall be required to stay an order for euthanasia and/or non-compliance with
a judgment or order pending an appeal. The security shall be for the cost of housing, and all fines and costs
accessed pursuant to the judgment or order. However, the director or designee may waive security pending
appeal should the owner provide the shelter with an affidavit of compliance pending the appeal. If at any time
the shelter learns of non-compliance, the animal can be immediately seized without notice ar hearing pending
the appeal and a minimum of ninety (90) days housing fees must be provided by the owner of the animal prior to
conclusion of the appeal.

Hearings shall be conducted as set forth herein. Should this section be silent to any hearing or appeal provisions,
section 2.5-7 and_section 2.5-10 may be referenced. In no case shall any other provisions of this code supersede
the provisions set forth herein.

{Ord. No. 24117, 8§ 2, -21-11)

Sec. 7-158. - Impoundmeant pending hearing or appeal.

(a)

The director of the animal shelter department, at his discretion, may seize, impound and continue to impound at
the animal shelter any animal pending a hearing or appeal as provided in this article; the director shall have such

right notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary or any provision which imposes a maximum
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holding period; in exercising this discretion the director may consider the likelihood of an animal being declared
dangerous, vicious, or that the animal is under observation pursuant to this article or any other factor which is in
the best interest of the public or welfare or the animal,

{b) Inthe event the humane destruction of an animal is ordered pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the
administrative hearing officer may order that the animal be confined at the animal shelter or other location
approved by the director of the animal shelter department during the required delay period and/or pending any
appeal by the owner.

{c) Inany case in which an animal is ordered seized and impounded by the director pending a hearing or appeal,
and subject to the provisions of paragraph {a), the director may, upon the request of the owner, allow the animal
to be confined at a licensed veterinary clinic in Jefferson Parish selected by the owner and at the owner's

expense.

{d) In any case in which an animal is ordered seized and impounded pending appeal, the appellant may be required
to post security in an amount to cover all or a portion of housing for ninety (90} days from the time of rendition
of judgment and all other fees and fines accumulated prior to or pursuant to the order. In the event the appeal is
not heard within that period the owner shall be required to post an additional bond for ninety (90) days, unless
the parish has requested the delay.

(Ord. No. 24117, § 2, 9-21-11)

Sec, 7-159. - Exceptions and exemptions,

(a) This section shall not apply to animals owned, or the service of which is used, by any law enforcement agency for
the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of laws or the apprehension of offenders.

{(b) No animal may be declared dangerous or vicious if an injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time
of such injury or damage was sustained, was committing a willful trespass or other tort upen the premises
occupied by the owner of the animal, or was teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal, or was
committing or attempting to commit a crime; ne animal may be declared dangerous or vicious if an injury or
damage was sustained by a domestic animal which at the time of such injury or damage was sustained was
teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal; no animal may be declared fierce, dangerous or vicious if
the animal was protecting or defending a human being within the immediate vicinity of the animal from an

unjustified attack or assault.

(Ord. No, 24117, 8§ 2, 9-21-11)

Sec. 7-160. - Requirements; penalties; fines; costs.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, keep or harbor a dangerous or vicious animal except in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Any owner or keeper of an animal deemed to be dangerous or
vicious not in compliance with this Section or with the provisions of a judgment or order may result in the animal
being destroyed.

(b) No dangerous or vicious animal shall be allowed in the Parish of Jefferson unless the owner of such animal shalil

meet the following requirements for the duration of ownership and harborage in the parish:
(1) Dangerous or vicious animals. The owner of an animal classifled as dangerous or vicious must:

(i} spay or neuter such animai at the expense of the owner within fifteen (15) days of such dassification
unless a written document is provided to the animal shelter by a licensed veterinarian indicating that

such surgery would present an unusual medical risk to the animal; and
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(v)
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permanently identify such animal by a microchip, at the expense of the owner with registration kept current
ownership and all related information including the microchip number must be provided to the parish anim
within fifteen {15) days of dangerous or vicious animal classification; and

display a sign on his or her premises warning that there is a dangerous or vicious animal on the premises.
Said sign shall be visible and capable of being read from the public street, sidewalk or right-of-way
abutting the premises and comply with any other code enforcement regulations; and

procure liability insurance in the amount of at least cne hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00),
covering any property damage or bodily injury which may be caused by such vicious or dangerous
animal. The policy of insurance shall contain a provision requiring a thirty-day notice of cancellation or
non-renewal be issued to the animal shelter in order for the parish to be notified by the insurance
company of any cancellation, non-renewal, termination or expiration of the liability insurance policy.
Proof of insurance shall be a certificate of insurance issued by the insurer on a form acceptable to the
animal shelter, The owner shall also provide proof that the insurance carrier is on notice that exposure to

liability from a vicious ar dangercus animal exists.
sign a statement attesting that:

a. The owner shall maintain and not voluntarily cancel the liability insurance, unless the owner shall
cease to own or keep the animal.

b. The owner of a dangerous or vicious animal shall have an enclosure and/or fence for the animal on

the property where the animal will be kept or maintained in accordance with this section.

€. The owner shall notify the parish animal shelter immediately if 2 dangerous or vicious animal is on
the loose, is unconfined, has attacked or assaulted another animal or a human being, or has died or
has been sold or given away. If the animal has been soid or given away, the owner shall also provide

the animal shelter with the name, address and telephone number of the new owner of the animal.

{2) Dangerous animals.

M

(it)

Unless a more restrictive confinement is mandated or ordered, dangerous animals shall be within a
fenced yard of not less than six (6) feet in height or confined within a building. Confinement shall be in
suich a manner that the animal cannot come in contact with any person except under supervised
conditions and the animal is under physical restraint of a competent adult, the owner or other

responsible adult that has permission from the owner to physically restrain the animal.

It shall be unlawful for any owner to allow any dangerous animal to be outside of the dwelling of the
owner or outside of the enclostire unless it is securely muzzled and restrained with a chain having a
tensile strength of three hundred (300) pounds and not exceeding three (3) feet in length, and shall be
under the direct control, supervision and physical restraint of the owner or competent adult with the
permission of the owner. The muzzle shall be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the animal or

interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from biting any person or animal.

(3) Vicious animals.

(i

(ii)

All vicious animals not otherwise prohibited by this chapter shall be securely confined within a building or
locked enclosure located within a securely fenced yard of not less than six (6) feet in height and required
parish set backs for placement of accessory structures but in no case located less than five (5) feet from
the fence on all sides. Confinement shall be in such a manner that the animal cannot come in contact
with any person other than the owner.

Unless a more restrictive confinement is mandated or ordered, vicious animals shall be confined within a
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proper enclosure. Confinement shall be in such a manner that the animal cannot come into contact with
any person or other animal except under supervised conditions. For purposes of this chapter all fences
must be opaque wood, masonry or brick and a minimum of six {6) feet in height

(i) If any severe injury from an unprovoked attack by an animal previously deemed vicious, the animal may
be seized by the animal shefter and destroyed in a humane manner following the appropriate delay
period as provided in this chapter.

i{iv) It shall be unlawful for any owner to allow any vicious animal to be outside of the dwelling of the owner
or outside of the enclosure unless it is necessary for the owner to abtain veterinary care, or in order to
dispose of the animal in accordance with the orders of the animal shelter director or the administrative
hearing officer, in such event, the animal shall be securely muzzled and restrained with a chain having a
tensile strength of three hundred (300) pounds and nat exceeding three (3) feet in length, and shall be
under the direct control, supervision and physical restraint of the owner or other competent adult that
has permission from the owner to physically restrain the animal. The muzzle shall be made in a manner
that will not cause injury to the animal or interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from
biting any person or animal. This section may alsa be applicable to animals declared dangerous, after a
hearing in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, when so ordered by the administrative hearing
officer or the animal shelter director.

{¢) Non-compliance.

(1) Any owner or person in control of a dangerous or vicious animal who fails to comply in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter, judgment or arder; shall result in the animal(s} being confiscated by the animal
shelter and impounded pending a hearing to determine the proper disposition of said animal by the director
or designee or trier of fact.

(2) After a hearing, the owner may be allowed to redeem an animal confiscated under paragraph (a) upon
payment of the appropriate redemption fees along with compliance with the provisions of this chapter,
judgment or order rendered. Failure of the owner to comply, including any delay period therein, may result in
destruction of the animal in a humane manner. All orders rendered shall provide for a fifteen (15) day
suspensive appeal delay, meaning that the owner or interested person may post a bond during the appeal
delay to stay the dispaosition. Such bond shall inciude all costs associated with the housing of the animal,

redemption fees, fines, court costs and/or hearing costs.
{dY Penalties, fees and fines,

(1} Fines for a first offense for violating these provisions shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per
violation per day any violation shall continue. Each day any violation of any provision of this Code shall
continue constitutes a separate offense.

(2} The animal shelter director may impose a violation fee for any animal classified as dangerous or vicious as a
result of related violations and the cost of investigation. The violation fee shall be three hundred dollars
($300.00). The violation fee is in addition to any other fees or penalties associated with the provisions of this

ordinance or imposed by this chapter.

{3) In addition to any other fee or penalty imposed, the owner of any animal, and any other person viclating any
provision of this article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction of each such offense for each
animal or incident before a court of competent jurisdiction shall be fined and/or imprisoned in accordance

with the provisions of section 1-19, 1-11 and/or_19-4.

{4) The minimum fine and imprisonment schedule for any second or subsequent conviction of vielation of
provisions of this sectlon, shall be as follows:
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(i} Second offense. Fines shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000,00) per violation per day any
violation shall continue constituting a separate offense and/or a term of imprisonment of twenty (20}
days.

(iiy Third and subsequent offenses. Fines shall not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) per violation
per day any violation shall continue constituting a separate offense and/or a term of imprisonment of

thirty (30) days.

(i) Any law enforcement, humane, or animal control officer may issue a citation fer any or all vialations of
this article.

(e) Administrative hearing officer determinations:

(1) After a hearing and upon determination by the administrative hearing officer that a violation has occurred,
he shall have the authority to impose any penalty allowed by law; in addition to all fines, costs and penalties,

the hearing officer shall also require the person to pay all housing fees associated with the impoundment of
the animal.

{2) In cases where an animal is declared to be dangerous, or vicious, the administrative hearing officer shall have
the authority to order the muzzling, secure confinement, neutering, spaying, remeval from the parish or
humane destruction of any such animal and any reasonable restrictions required for the keeping of
dangerous or vicious animals permitted by law which he may deem necessary to eliminate any hazard to the
public.

(3) After a hearing and upon determination by the administrative hearing officer that a violation has occurred, in
addition to all other penalties, the hearing officer may also order the animal to undergo training by a certified
applied animal behaviorist or certified pet dog trainer approved by the director of the animal shelter and any
other reasonable penalty to provide for the welfare and safety of the animal and persons who may come into

contact with said animal.

{(Ord. No. 24117, 8 2, 9-21-11)

Secs, 7-161—7-172. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Ord. No. 24117, § 3, adopted September 21, 2011, repealed §§ 7-161—7-172, which pertained to registration
and insurance; enforcement authority; administrative penalties; exceptions and exemptions; prohibited ownership;
unlawful purpose; determination of fierce, dangerous or vicious; administrative hearing officer determinations and orders;
impoundment pending hearing or appeal; and penalties for violations. See also the Code Comparative Table.

DIVISION 8. - PUBLIC NUISANCES

Sec. 7-173. - Nuisance in general.

{a) Itis unlawful for any person having the ownership, custody, or control of any animal to cause, allow, permit,
either willfully or by failure to exercise due care, in any of the following, defined as a public nuisance or
contained in this chapter and is prohibited as set forth herein:

(1) Disposal of waste. Any persan having an animal which defecates in public or private property without the
property owner's consent shall immediately remove and dispose of the excrement from any such place to a
site not prohibited by law.

(2) Animal nolse.

48/50




10/23/2020 Jefferson Parish, LA Code of Ordinances

a. The ownership, custody, or control of an animal that barks, bays, cries, howls, or makes any other noise
so cantinuously or incessantly as to disturb the peace or quiet of any person for a period of ten (10) or
more consecutive minutes or intermittent noise for a period of thirty (30) or more minutes is prohibited.

b. Any person who keeps or permits to remain on any premises any animal as defined in subsection {(a) of
this section is guilty of a vielation of this division, provided that during the time that the animal is making
such a noise, no persan or other animal is trespassing or threatening to trespass or no person is teasing

or provoking the animal.

¢. This section shall not he construed to prohibit the ownership or keeping of a watchdog, provided that the
keeper takes immediate steps to quiet such dog whenever it barks, and provided that such keeper never
leaves such dog unattended on the premises in a place where its barking for a peried of ten (10) or more
consecutive minutes or intermittent noise for a period of thirty (30) or more minutes.

d. Ifthe noise disturbs the peace or quiet of any two (2) persons living in different households or any one (1)
person with evidence including video or tape recordings within one hundred fifty (150) feet of the
locations of the disturbance said person(s) may report the disturbance to an animal contro! officer or

other law enforcement officer.

(3) Destruction of property. Any domesticated animal which enters upon private or public property, so as to
damage or destroy any real or personal property of another is prohibited.

{4) Confinement. Animals are to be properly controlled eor contained, in a carrier or on a leash, when on public or
private property unless the property owner consents for the animal to run loose within the confines of the
property or the animal is in a designated animal park or loecation allowing free range. Said animal must be
under the control of a person of sultable age, competency and discretion to restrain such animal, or such
animal when not under the direct control of the owner or person of suitable age, competency and discretion
to restrain such animal must be confined to the owner's premises, Exceptions include animals securely and
legally confined as follows: (a} in a vehicle, (b) with consent of an owner or agent within a confined space, (¢)
specifically designated areas including hunting grounds, (d) animals at organized obedience class, (e) animal
or kennel shows, service dags and/or law enforcement dogs.

{b) Any person having the ownership, custody, or control of any animal found to be in violation of this section shall
be guilty of a nuisance and issued a citation,

(Ord. No. 24117, & 4, 9-21-11; Ord. No, 24118, § 2, 9-21-11)

Sec. 7-174. - Dangerous nuisance,

{a) Itis unlawful for any person having the ownership, custody, or control of any animal, either willfully or by failure

to exercise due care, to allow such animal to;

(1) Chase vehicles on public property in such a manner to cause or potentially cause an accident or incident for
drivers or other persons on or near the public property,

{2) Assault a legal invitee, person or animal, or

(3) Otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals when unprovoked provided such
dangerous nuisance is observed by the animal control officer or other law enforcement officer or attested to
in a sworn statement by at least one {1) person and dutifully investigated by the Jefferson Parish animal
shelter or any person with evidence including tape or video recordings and/or photographs of the incident

provides such evidence to the animal shelter and as otherwise defined in this chapter.

{b) Any person having the ownership, custody, or control of any animal found to be in violation of this section shall
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be guilty of endangerment and a dangerous nuisance and issued a citation,

(Ord. No. 24117, 54, 9-21-11; Ord. No. 24118, & 3, 9-21-11)

Sec. 7-175. - Violations; citations; hearings; penalties.

{a) Upon receipt of a nuisance complaint and verification by an animal control officer or law enforcement agent of
such nuisance, a reasonable attempt shall be made to notify the person with ownership, custody, or contral of
the animal in question to inform them of the nuisance complained of and that a nuisance complaint has been
received, and issue a citation to said person(s).

(b) Upon receipt of a second complaint within a twelve-month period, from any person, including the original
complainani, an animal control officer or law enforcement agent, without further warning, shall issue a second

citation to the owner and/or person with custody or control of the animal or animals causing the nuisance.

() Upon receipt of a third complaint within a twelve-month period, from any person, including the original
complainant, an animal control officer or law enforcement agent, without further warning, shall issue a violation
notice to the owner and/or person with custody or control of the animal or animals causing the nuisance, in lieu
of a citation, and the matter will be set for hearing.

{d) Any third or subsequent violation shall subject the person to the cost of the hearing plus fines pursuant to this
code if found to be in violation by the trier of fact.

(e) All hearings docketed for nuisance violations shall be subject to the hearings procedures in_section 2.5-7 of this
Code.

{f) Any person issued a citation for a nuisance shall be fined as follows; twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a first
offense, one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a second offense and for a third or subsequent offense within a

twelve-month period pursuant to_section 1-1G and/or section 1-11 of this Code.

{g) Persons issued a citation shall have the right to pay the fine or to request a hearing, Should the person request a
hearing, said person, if found to be in viclation, shall bear the cost of the hearing.

(hy If there is no physical evidence submitted by the complainant and no personal observations by the officer for

either complaint, the violation may be dismissed at the discretion of the animal shelter director or designee.

{iY In cases where a violation notice has been issued upon a third or subsequent verified nuisance complaint and a
public nuisance is found to exist, the administrative heating officer may order:

(1) Areduction in the number of animals kept by an owner, or reguire whatever reasonable restrictions in the

keeping of animals he may deem necessary to eliminate or mitigate a public nuisance;
(2) Neutering/spaying of the animal;
(3) Microchipping;
{4) Other reasonable penalties including contempt for failing to timely comply with an order or judgment;

{) The animal may also be subject to impoundment pending a hearing and the owner, harborer and/or keeper

being responsible for payment of current animal shelter impoundment fees for animals at large.

{Ord. No. 24117, 84, 9-21-11,; Ord, No. 24118, 8 4, 9-21-11)
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