St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	July 11, 2013
	Minutes

Mr. Gibbs: Next item on the agenda is PZR-2013-11 requested by David Folse for Christine & Richard Perniciaro for a change in zoning classification from C-2 to M-1 at Lot K-2A5-1, (approx. 10,750 sq. ft.), Almedia Plantation, 335 Almedia Road, St. Rose.  Council District 5. Mr. Romano.

Mr. Romano: This request is to rezone approximately 10,000 square feet of land from C-2 to M-1. The application indicates a contemplated use of the site as a laydown area for landscaping.

The Department concludes that this application meets all tests of the third criteria.

It is not a capricious or arbitrary action because it would join the other M-1 zoned sites abutting and across LA 50 from the site. This also means that it would not create a monopoly of M-1 uses and would more likely increase the value of neighboring properties due to it being zoned similarly. It will also result in similar land uses as the other M-1 properties. And because it will add to existing acreage zoned M-1, there is not a spot zone being created.

There are other considerations in that the site is likely too small for commercial development when considering the required parking and landscaping. M-1 allows storage of material and equipment, precisely the intention stated by the applicant. Rezoning to M-1 is also more consistent with the Future Land Use Map, which recommends light-industrial uses along this segment of LA 50. Thus the Department recommends approval.

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Romano. This is a public hearing for PZR-2013-11, anyone in the audience care to speak in favor or against? Is the applicant here? Please come forward.

My name is David Folse, I’m at 3725 W. Grand Lake, Kenner. I do a lot of work in St. Charles Parish, I want to get my occupational license here and I do a lot of work at IMTT. We found this property, it fits my usage for storing my equipment so that when I work at IMTT don’t have to go to Des Allemands where I do own property to get my equipment. That’s the main reason I wanted to get this changed so I can have my equipment locally, adjacent to the property. I’m going to move my office to there from my house in future, not necessarily right away, but in the future. 

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Folse. Any questions or concerns for Mr. Folse? Thank you sir. This is a public hearing for PZR-2013-11, is there anyone else that care to speak in favor or against? 

Mr. Booth: This is in my district, it seems to be the right thing to do for this piece of property and it will get more commercial use of the land that we do need in this parish, so I support it. 

Mr. Gibbs: Thank you Mr. Booth. Anyone else? Cast your vote please. 

YEAS:		Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Loupe
NAYS:	None
ABSENT:	Frangella, Pierre

Mr. Gibbs: That passes unanimously with Mr. Frangella and Ms. Pierre absent.  Mr. Folse, this goes to the Parish Council on August 5th, same venue, same format. Thank you.
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