St. Charles Parish
Planning & Zoning Commission
July 5, 2007


Minutes


PZHO-2007-07 requested by George & Kelly Vernor for special permission to operate the following home occupation – “Inflatable Zoo” – inflatables.  The home office will be at 1123 Primrose Drive, Boutte, La.  Zoning District R-1A.  Council District 7.

George Vernor, 1123 Primrose Drive, Boutte.  Mr. Vernor stated that the found out that the neighbors had a problem with them cleaning the units in the back.  This is basically just for the home office now, since the complaint, nothing associated with the business has been at the property.  He stated that there was a comment made that people were coming to the residence picking up units, that’s never happened, only his personal pickup has been in the front yard. There has been no signs of any kind, no advertising on the premises.  He stated that he had some people to sign that they had no problem with just an office.

Mr. Bordner asked Mr. Vernor where does he store the inflatables.

Mr. Vernor stated that they are at his mother-in-laws house.

Mr. Bordner asked where is the location. 

Mr. Vernor stated St. Charles Parish, in her garage.  He has people meet him away from the residence to pick up the unit.  He stated that the business is a delivery service, not a pick up service.  We deliver the units and go back and return them back to the storage.  He stated that if he has to, he would rent a regular storage facility to put them in.  He just wants the home office.

Mr. Bordner stated that if his mother-in-law doesn’t have a permit to have this type of business in her home, they shouldn’t be stored there as well.

Mr. Vernor stated that he is in the process of getting out.  He stated that it’s just when the neighbor had the complaint, he got them out right away after the complaint and he’s in the process of getting a storage facility.  He stated that they are trying to get a store front, but nothing goes to 1123 Primrose Drive. 

Mr. Bordner asked if he applied for a permit in another location.

Mr. Vernor stated yes at 713 Kinler Street when he lived there and the whole time he never had a complaint.  Mr. Vernor stated that when he moved, he forgot to apply right away and that was his mistake.

Mr. Becnel asked how long had he been operated out of 1123 Primrose without a permit.

Mr. Vernor stated that he moved there in December.

Mr. Becnel clarified that he’s been there about 6 months.

Mr. Vernor stated yes.

Mr. Becnel stated that is what has spawned one or more complaint.

Mr. Vernor stated from what he understands, one complaint from one of the neighbors.

Mr. Becnel confirmed with Mr. Vernor that he knew that he needed a permit.

Mr. Vernor stated that it was his mistake, but when he realized there was a complaint, he no longer planned on having any of the equipment at the home, just the home office, a business phone, computer and a fax machine.

Mr. Becnel stated that he cannot speak for the rest of the members but he knows every time something like this comes up, we try to reiterate the fact that it needs to be as transparent as possible.  You can’t have any evidence that you are conducting a business from that residence.  I can understand the concern and complaint of the surrounding residents.

Mr. Vernor stated that he does too, I don’t want the property value to go down.  That’s why everything is gone.

Mr. Clulee asked where you are operating from now you have to get a home occupation, and an occupational license from the Sheriff.

Mr. Vernor stated that the parent company takes care of the licensing. The only thing that they are responsible for is if they are planning to have the home office.   

Mr. Bordner stated that is not the case.  He stated to Mr. Vernor that he would have to apply and hold a St. Charles Parish business license to operate that business in this parish.

Mr. Vernor stated that he has one.  

Mr. Clulee clarified with Mr. Vernor that he is trying to become legal.

Mr. Vernor stated that he prefers to be legal or he is going to have to find another way to do it.

Mr. Poche agreed with Mr. Bordner and Mr. Becnel that the business is supposed to be transparent, but what he is seeing is space walks running in the back yard of your home.

Mr. Vernor stated that was before the complaint.

Mr. Poche stated that he’s rented them before and every time he rents them, when they come back with ants in them or grass in them, they have to blow them up, clean them out and do something with them.  Where do you propose to do all of this work?

Mr. Vernor stated that right now they are spot cleaning them as they pick them up. Even the water slides that he has, most of the clients are kind enough to let them wash them off, dry them off and roll them up.  Mr. Vernor submitted a petition from the neighbors stating that they did not have a problem with the home office.

Speaking in favor:
None

Speaking in opposition:
Shari Beach, 1121 Primrose Drive, Luling since October 31, 2001.  

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Poche asked Mr. Vernor to return to the podium. He told Mr. Vernor that it seems like the concerns that he brought up are evident and still prevailing.  The fact that you are blowing them up to check out the motor to make sure they are operable and that’s not allowed.

Mr. Vernor stated that since the complaint, there has not been anything at the site.  His personal pickup truck, his trailer has no marking, nothing is registered to inflatable zoo.  He stated that originally he purchased the trailer to haul his motorcycle.  

Mr. Becnel asked Mr. Vernor if he was given a permit to operate on Kinler Street.

Mr. Vernor stated yes with the stipulation that no one was supposed to pick up. The home office, the storage facility, everything was okay.

Mr. Becnel asked if a storage facility on Kinler was approved.

Mr. Vernor stated yes.  He owned the lot next to 713 Kinler, where he had a storage shed and that’s where he stored the units.

Mr. Clulee asked about Ms. Beach complaining about the motors waking her up.

Mr. Vernor said his wife said she started at 8 so she wouldn’t disturb the neighbors.  He stated that he wasn’t there that he has his own job.  He stated that this is a side business for him and his wife.  Once he found out that there was a problem from Planning & Zoning, he did stop.  Had she came and talked to us we would have stopped it.  I want to be a good neighbor.  I don’t want to be a problem.

Mr. Poche stated that we can deny your application, and you continue to do it it’s hard for us to regulate it.  If we approve it, the Parish has control over what you do. 

The foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

Wolfe, Clulee, Poche

NAYS:
Booth, Becnel, Bordner

ABSENT:
Lambert

Home occupation is denied.

