St. Charles Parish
Planning Board of Commissioners
August 7, 2008


Minutes 


Mr. Becnel:  Next item on the agenda PZHO-2008-19 requested by John Stevens for special permission to operate the following home occupation – ‘C & D Custom Contracting, Inc.” – a residential homebuilder.  The home office will be at 100 Union Drive, Hahnville, La.  Zoning District R-1A.  Council District 1. 

John Stevens, 100 Union Drive, Hahnville.  I am a state licensed general contractor.  I build strictly new construction residential, I do a little bit of remodeling.  I’ve been in business since 2004, my family and I recently moved here from Old Metairie, relocated to St. Charles Parish, built a new home in Fashion Plantation and I’m trying to set up a small home office strictly for telephone, fax machine.  I don’t perform any work on site, I don’t have any trucks, all I have is a personal vehicle and a small enclosed trailer.  It’s basically the same as the last guy.

Mr. Becnel:  Where will your trailer be housed? 

Mr. Steven:  I have a 100 ft. driveway that goes to the rear of my property so it’s significantly behind my house.

Mr. Becnel:  Any Commission questions at this point?  The public hearing is opened, anyone to speak in favor?

Christine Gerado, 102 Union Drive, right next door to Mr. Stevens, I have no problems with him having a home business at all.  It would not affect me in any kind of way.  

Mr. Becnel:  Anyone else to speak in favor?    

Mr. Stevens:  I would be the second contractor to get an occupational license in the subdivision, we also have a pest control company and several other types of businesses that are operating out of the subdivision transparently.  In today’s age with fuel prices and the convenience of the internet, I think you will be seeing a lot more home occupation requests.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you for that information.  Anyone to speak in opposition? Please come forward.

Nancy Alfred, I live at 503 South Fashion Boulevard and I am for him getting his license. I drove by the house and it’s just a home.

Mr. Becnel:  So you are for him.  That’s good to hear.  Thank you very much.  Anyone else to speak in favor?  Anyone to speak in opposition?  Seeing none the public hearing is closed.  Mr. Romano.

Mr. Romano:  This applicant completed an application for home occupation on June 11th and the request appears before the Commission because of the need for state licensing.  The applicant needs to be advised that the issuance of a home occupation permit does not negate the restrictive covenants from subdivisions.  We feel the need to mention that for the record, although he is not in violation because there are several others in the subdivision.  Site inspection on July 28th revealed no code violations and the proposed business appear to meet the general perimeters for home occupation regulations and the department recommends approval.

Mr. Becnel:  Any Commission discussion?  Please cast your vote. 

YEAS:

Wolfe, Dufrene, Booth, Gibbs, Becnel, Clulee, Foster

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
None

Mr. Becnel: That passes unanimously.  Ms. Marousek, the enforcement division of your department, are you working aggressively to make sure that and I know that we have hundreds of these that come up over the course of the year, but unless you get a complaint, that’s the only time you go out?

Ms. Marousek:  Typically, unless we receive a complaint, or the home occupation is so obvious that there’s a violation, that’s when we initiate a violation process.  Usually the ones that are obvious, tend to not have gone through the licensing process through us, so they end up as a violation.

Mr. Becnel:  Thank you.

