St. Charles Parish	Planning Board of Commissioners	June 7, 2012
	Minutes
Mr. Gibbs: Next item on the agenda PZO-2012-04 requested by Carolyn Schexnaydre, Councilwoman At Large, Div. A for an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances Appendix A, Section III Definitions, 1. Accessory building and Appendix A Section VI, zoning district criteria and regulations to prohibit the placement of cargo containers as accessory structures in residential zoning districts. Ms. Schexnaydre.

Ms. Schexnaydre: Thank you Mr. Chairman. Just as it states, we are having issues in the neighborhood with people using these cargo containers in their yards as storage sheds and they are not tied down, not properly permitted. They start as storage but eventually stays forever as an extra like garage.  After speaking with Planning and Zoning we decided we needed some kind of law to try to curtail this in residential neighborhoods, because it doesn’t look nice next to a nice house, in the middle of the neighborhood. It doesn’t stop the PODS, it’s just the cargo containers that are starting to be used as storage and I ask for your support. 

Mr. Clulee: Mr. Chairman I have a question for Ms. Schexnaydre. 

Mr. Gibbs: Sure.

Mr. Clulee:  you know when they are doing the construction on a house next door, they bring in maybe some type of unit like we are talking about. You’re talking about something permanent that people are putting there permanent and affecting the neighbors and you are getting complaints about it. 

Ms. Schexnaydre: Right 

Mr. Clulee: I got to tell you Ms. Schexnaydre, I know you don’t agree with the way I vote sometime on the Council, but this was very well written. This was good.

Ms. Schexnaydre: We had a little help from Planning and Zoning.

Mr. Clulee: So I’m going to surprise you tonight.

Mr. Gibbs: Ms. Schexnaydre is there a specific area in your district at large where we are having this issue?

Ms. Schexnaydre: Yes we’re having the issue between the grain elevators, to my knowledge, correct me if there is more, but I know of a few areas that have this and it is really unsightly in the neighborhood, because they are not putting them in the back yard, they are more in front of the house than the side of the house and you have this big cargo container sitting there and I just want to do something before it gets out of control. I think people are doing this because it’s a lot cheaper than building a garage, because you have to go through the permitting process and I just think that it would be beneficial if we did something now. 

Mr. Clulee: Like when we have a storm and the people, that’s not going to affect them if they have to bring in a container?

Ms. Schexnaydre: No these are the ones that you rent when you are moving or renovating your house you have them on the driveway for so long, some of them will sit there for a while or some get taken away and stored , that doesn’t affect that. These are the cargo containers, it looks like a box car. They are the ones that can be put on a truck and hauled.

Mr. Clulee: Like Sealand have.

Ms. Schexnaydre: Yes.

Mr. Gibbs: Do we have an idea what constitutes permanent? When does it become permanent? Is it just common sense?  We see one of these containers out at someone’s home and they’re truly using it for storage but they are doing a major renovation in their house. When do we determine when it’s permanent or not?

Ms. Schexnaydre: Kim, can you answer that? Do we have a limit with the PODS, the one that they pay for? Is there any ordinance on a time limit?

Mr. Booth: I was curious about time.

Ms. Marousek: We don’t really have a definition in the Code with regard to when a use is permanent although some uses like the one that came up earlier in the agenda item the temporary construction facility is limited in time, that’s about all that I’m aware about in the zoning code that has a time limit on it. I think generally speaking, this ordinance is intended to apply to the cargo and storage containers that people place for permanent use of storage on their property. 

Mr. Gibbs: Which I very much agree with, but my problem is who’s going to constitute permanent and who’s not?

Mr. Clulee: If I may say something. I think what Ms. Schexnaydre is trying to accomplish here is that people are putting these deals on and then they might add on to it, they might build a little kitchen in the back and they are not permitted for that and it’s in a neighborhood or they might build a workshop or they might add on to their house to connect the deal.

Mr. Gibbs: Right but they can always say that this isn’t going to be permanent. I’m just playing devil’s advocate, because I totally agree with this. 

Mr. Clulee: That’s why you got Code Enforcement in this parish.

Ms. Marousek: We currently deal with that issue, I’m sorry not to interrupt you, we currently deal with that issue now where these coming into the neighborhoods, they’re intended to be temporary use, generally speaking if they are under construction and they are using one of these for storage and they are clearly constructing something on their property, we’ll work with them, but we’re having the issue, and I’m not aware of a lot of people using these types of containers for temporary construction storage, usually they use something towards temporary. If it is something that needs to be permitted, because they are going to use it on an on-going basis, then this would address those types.

Mr. Booth:  I agree with all of this and my concern was not having someone come bother the parish with some kind of frivolous lawsuit saying this is temporary and it wasn’t temporary, I just thought we needed a better definition and the parish attorney can probably help us figure that out.

Mr. Clulee: Mr. Chairman I would like to call for the vote, whether it’s up or down, we send this to the Council and let them deal with it.

Mr. Gibbs:  This is a public hearing for PZO-2012-04 is there anyone here, obviously not to speak in favor or against?  The public hearing is closed. Commission members cast your vote.

YEAS:		Pierre, Foster, Booth, Gibbs, Galliano, Clulee, Perry
NAYS:	None 
ABSENT:	None

Mr. Gibbs: And that’s unanimous in favor.
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